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\ViLLL'UVI WILBERFORCE, E! 

VlC^ PRESIDENT Of THE AFRICAN ISSTFl 

S,c. S!C. - 

SIR, 

J. HE unbounded benevolence and m 
philftnthropy attributed to you, I am coni 
induce you to excuse this hasty and unoi 
epistle ; but my continuance in England 1 
uncertain, I am impelled precipitately i 
myself to you, and to the publick. 

You have been for attove twenty yeare i 
•-.■' the patron of Sierra Leone, and you are < 

V^. the " Father of the Abolition." The efft 

^ exertions for that colony, and the spirit i 

tisions iii support of the abolition, I 
prove, that I have been as sincere a fri' 
one, and practically as beneficial a promo 
other, aa any unassuming individual. ' 
b|rked, I should consider it a derelictior 
dple, and a proof of insensibility, to neglec 
myself at all times in this great cause 



^ 



calamitous accounts I have recently received firoitf 
Sierra Leone, and* the awfully pending state of tfie 
abolition^ imperiously demand from me some effort 
at this moment. Private exertioii I have exhauilted^ 
from high authority 1 am personally excluded; 
therefore to public appeal i ftm driten. It is thef 
only means by which I can fulfil my duty to the 
King, prove my attention, to the colony, ovef 
trhich 1 judicially preside, and manifest my zeal 
for the civilization ^fAirica> and the abolition of the 
slave trad^. 

I shall comtj<ence with a review of Mihat haf 
been done from the establishment of (he Siern^ 
Leone Company* ; whose avowed objects were to^ 
Encourage trade with the we^t coast of AfirtedL ; to 
promote cultivation, advance civilisation, di£fos€i 
morality, and induce some attention to a pure 
system of religion in Africa f* as also^, '^ not U» 
*' suffer their dertants to have the slightest con- 
^' nexion W ifh the slave trtdc ; iteith^ir to buy, 
sell, or employ any one in a state of slavery ^ 
and to repress thetraffickafi far as their influence 
woi^d extend." This: was a wiatiand truly be^ 
neficent plan, pnmiising weidth to England, vstiA 
happiness to Africa ; but 1 hd^ inquired^ ami 
have found tha^t no part of it ^ajs ever Garried intor 
effci^t/ 

• Vide their Rq)ort for 179^ p^tA by Phittips, Gtorg^ 
yard, Lombaifd*8tf«et. 
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'fbe tTomp^iSr obtained, tn a Veiy short Hmi, 
ft superabundance of land, finely situated^ and well 
circtnnstanced on the Sierra Leone river *, in ^t- 
chftnge for a few iiisignifiomt articles of merchan''- 
iSwe; they collected tocher ftOm London^ Ha- 
liiax> and Jamaica^ near two thousand settlers at 
very little expense; they had zealous and affluent 
supporters in England ; they had unprejudiced and 
tractable (though un^ightened) natives to ne- 
gotiate Vfitii ; and they had near two hundred and 
fifty thousand pounds capital ; yet they very quickly 
made the natives suspicious^ the settlers discon- 
tented f , their best servants were obliged to seek 
establishments under the native chiefs^; and al- 
though they had a monopoly of the trade, and their 
will was the regulation of profit, they sunk almost 
to bankruptcy, from causes enveloped in mystery, 
and appUed to Government for support and pro- 
tection §. To the Nova Scotia setders they pro- 
mised land for cuUivation ; twenty acres to each 
man |j ; ten for his wife ; and five for each child ; 
hut this promise they never fulfilled V: no man was 
allowed above a fifth of the land to which he was 
entitled; and implements to cultivate, even such a 
portion, were difficult to find, and too expensive to 

* Fatconbridge's AccAUDt, I793i also ll>e Agreement with 
King Naimbana, and CompaDy. 

f Appendix, No. I. 

t Some of them returned to the colony after the Abolition 
act pasted, and reside there at present. 

$ Vide Parliamentary grants. 

II Lieut. Clarkson, who signed the agreement. 

T SettleiB lemonstrated in vain, then ensued an insurrection. 
B 2 



ffO^v^e, ';Thc settlers could not raise in thd co- 
;io(iy e^en tice and yams for subsistence ; their 
.vcyry exi^tenee depended on a supply from the 
.neighbouring rivers. ; Had laiid been granted at the 
.comrnencemenjt to the settlers as promffied; had 
tjiQy heejD^ enabled. to cultivate^ and raise provisions 
-for coiisumption and barter^ they would soon have 
rendered tliemselves indiop^udent of^ and less pro-" 
.£ table to the Company;) whose storekeeper pur- 
chased provisions from the natives^ paid for them 
in merchandise *^ and . soU them ' to the set- 
.tiers ;,thi»,tnight have produced Kttle profit^ but it 
jSecur^d great control E^ven the plauts/indigerioniS 
Jb> the soil remained uncultivated. . Q)tton^ coffeCi 
indigo, tobacco, &c. &c. were conspicuous ; but it 
was in all the \yildness of nature. ^ Such wen 
their effprts. to promote cultivation. 

In civilization, they proceeded so far as to send 
two, persons to Teembpf (a few days walk from 
Sjierra Leone), and educated . half a dozen African 
boys in England, sufficiently, for common clerk- 
ships in the colony. 

A3 to religion. and morality, ihey had a Church 
of England clergyman for a few . months J, and a 
imissionary for a few years ; but they had Methodist 
teachers and preachers in abundance ; the beneita 
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 Falconbridge^s Account, p. 189» 
t Vid« Company's'lleport. 
{ Falconbridge's Accouttt. 



j^bafale they troitfd continue in flieir emifldenceji 
alter they ha4 heard of it, the persons who managed 
their concerns ? Or did they imagine by trumpeting' 
theiritbhorrence of this diabolical traffick> fidminating 
against 0v^ person implicated in it^, and blazmiing 
the virtues of those .who seemed anxious to extermi- 
nate it^ that they would prevent those transactions 
from being divulged ; or if revealed^ that they could 
induce this nation to discredit any authority that 
inight dare to give them utterance i The Omniscient 
Will know and judge ; impotent humanity^ may #on<- 
jecture ! 

After pixteen years experiment^ trade having^ 
failed ; cultivation bein^ retarded^ civilisation unat^ 
tempted; religion and morality debased^ and the 
dave trade nourished; every plan defeiUedy every 
artifice ei^posed ; the Company^ desirous of relieving 
tfaemi^elves from the enormous expense^ prevailed 
fm government to ac^pt a surrender 6f the colony \ 
and formed (to uphold their old influence) a society 
called the Africfin Institutipn : having taken leav^ 
of the expenae^ they demanded to be paid for their 
buildings^ and did accordingly receive ^ large sum 
from the treasury fj although they had before ob- 
tained (by pleading poverty) one hundred thousand 
pounds from government for the improvement o£ 
the colony : their books and agents were removed ; 
while many of the poor settlers who hsid tojiled for 

^ Transferred Ist January, 1S0S« 
t Vide public account, 1S08» 



ttem fbr ye«n were l«Dt unpaid. The case of nor i 
of these dd; impoverished, wad destitute people, 
Mpresented befra^ the chbirman of tits Sierra Leoi -, 
Company, in a committef of the African Inetitution ' 
but no redress was offered : I simply requested thii 
all their -demaads might be referred to arbitratic 
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to preside over it. Thus^ vrbtn they were sapfiofied 
\o have foundered by mismanagement, they are ob^ 
served riding triumphantly, newly decorated, newly 
named, and secured by the most .solid anchorage* 
The colony was surrendered to government ; . but 
the trade wa# secured to their managing secretary ;. 
and above all, he was . prevailed on. to. assume the 
same important stations in the Institution, that, hq 
had held so beneficially with the Company !! Under 
such promising auspices, they commence4 anew in 
1807, with as much eclat as they had set out in 1701 r 
Nothing of the old form and system was to be re-^ 
signed ; and accordingly their first.Report * was rea4 
in July, 1807 ; from which we learn, ^f that the 
Institution, deeply impressed with a sense of the 
enormous wrongs which the natives of Africa 
^^ had suffered, and desirous of repairing them,, 
were anxious to ^dopt such mea9ures as were, 
best calculated to promote their civilization and 
happiness : that the happiest effects might be 
anticipated from diffusing useful knowledge, and 
exciting industry amongst the inhabitants of 
Africa, equally beneficial to Africa and Great 
'' Britain ; and that the present period (that is 
'' 1807) wajB ertiinfintly fitted for prosecuting thqse 
'' heneyolent designs/' . : 






<( 



The Institution professed, ^' to diffuse information. 
*' respecting the productions of Africa, the agri^ 
^' cultural a^d commercial capacities of that conti-s 

 Sold aj Hatchard^ Piccadilly. 
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" Tteitt, and the morale intellectu^, Eind politics 
" condition. of its inhabitants. To promote th< 
-^ instruction of the Africans in letters, and useful 
" knowledge, and to cultivate a friendly connexion 
" with the natives; to enligiitctn their minds ;' to 
" induce tfaem to substitute a beneficial commerce 
" in place of the slave trade ; to introthice ^mbngst 
" them the useful arts of Europe ; to promote thtJ 
"' cultivation of the African -soil, by exciting, and 
" directing their industry, and by furnishing them 
'f with'seeds/plahis^.and impleniehts of husbandry ; 
" to introduce medical discoveries; to obtam-a 
" knowledge of the principal languages in Africa ; 
'^ to employ agents, and reward enterprize and 
" exertion in promoting My of the purposes of th« 
'• Institution." 

TheReport then proceeds withaluminous account 
of what they mean to do; describes the great field 
for action before them, and concludes with a pane-^ 
gyridt on themselves, whilst bearing the title of 
the Sierra Leone Company. -' , . 

i ' ^ , 

The second Report begins with a resbliiHon, 
" that proper persons shall be.employed to te^h 
" the Arabic and Soosoo languages in Sierra Leone ;'' 
and in pages 4, 5, 6, it speaks of empowering 
Mr. Ludlam to erect a school, and annex a farm ; 
BO that with reading and writing they might eojn- 
bine instruction iij agriculture, ttpd other useful 
arts., This >vould aji haye,been highly beneficial ; 
but no masters, for the purpose of instructing -the 




10 

raing generation in those languages^ were erer 
heard of at Sierm Leone * ; nor was there ever any 
school opened, or persons paid by .the African 
Institution for instructing the children in readings 
and writing. The British government paid two 
black boys (who wrote badly and read worse) for 
teaching the children to read and write ; but as for 
^' instruction in agriculture, and other useful arts^*' 
it never was attempted, 

I have been informed that Mr. W. Alien, of 

Plough Court, haisf procured a competent person 

on the colonial establishment to be sent out by the 

last fleet, in order to commence infusing a little 
knowledge in the year 1815, 

« 

What they next mention worth notice, is sending 
0Ut cotton seed, and machines ; true, they did send 
out such things, before the settlers had land granted 
to them ; before land was prepared for the seed, or 
implements in the colony to prepare the land with ; 
consequently, the seed .was thrown into the river 
rotten, and the machines suffered to decay f^ 
Their secretary and manager, knew the state of 
the colony perfectly well before these things were 
sent; private advantage seems therefore to have 

* In the second and third Reports it is slated as if carried.inta 
cflFect. 

f Many persons present when those articles arrived in the 
colony can prove* the whole of this statement ; and even ii^ 
Londdui siifficient evidence could t>e found to establish tbii^ 
fact. 
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b«en the only tnotive for this pn^use expenditive. 
Much k then said to induce persona to subscribe 
lai^ely ; and the Report concludes^ " a chance will 
" be afforded for restoring some of the captured 
f( negroes to their connexions ; and some, having; 
'' enjoyed the advantage of instntction in agricnl' 
*" ture, and other usd^ul arts in the colony^ may poa- 
^' siUy be beneficially employed in diaseminating 
'' in other parts of Africa^ tfie knowledge whif:h 
^ they have thus acquired." Is it not most dis- 
graceful, by such publications to delude a liberal 
nation ? those pow creatures never received any 
instruction ; nor was an efiTort ever made^ to festoro 
them to their connexions and country. 

In the third Report * the same old delusion, ai 
practised by the Sierra Leone Company, is kept 
up. The Report proceeds to state', " that the 
y colony would produce hemp, rope, cotton, silk> 
'f sugar, tea, baik, camphire, castor (hI, tobacco, &c; 
*' S^c. &c." I was in the colony years afler this 
report was published, yet never saw any of those 
valuable prodnctioas, n<n: heard of any attempt being 
made to cultivate any of them, except in the instance 
pf one little cotton plantation, The colony scarcely 
produced cassada for the poor settlers ; and never 
exported fifty pounds worth of its own produce that 
could benefit England, though the estabUshment has 
cost her an incredible sum, includmg colomal 
expenditure, head money, and compensation. 

• Pablisbed in leojj, Cdtnpare the Sifrn LeoM Coropapy'" 
Report of 179^ 
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" In the fourth Report they.beghi to explain the 
law to the navy. Speakings of the trade carried on. 
in vfcdation of . our own . laws^ they tell them^ 
^ although all slates found on board are liberated ^; 
<^ yet there is a bounty allowed by goiremment to 
^'. the caqptors; 40/. for each man; 30/. for each 
^^ woman: and 10/. for each child; instances have 
*' occurred in which this has been claimed^ and re- 
^' ccivcd." Thus, most improperly, they interfere 
with the law to deeeive the navy^ and assure them: 
of rewards which the act never sanctioned. I can-- 
not enter -more minutely at present, into the con ^ 
tinued fallacy that pervades the whole Report* 

In the beginning of the fifth Report it is manifest 
that they' do hot know even the Portuguese' posses- 
sions north of the equator ; and after a few pages, we 
are assured, '* that between two and three hundred 
*' boys enjoyed the benefit of education at Sierra 
^' Leone ; and that the seeds and plants sent out; 
f^ were in the most flourishing condition.'* Thd 
fiallacy of such representations I exhibited . before ; 
but the commission of survey 1 cannot pass over so 
quidkly . In the plenitude of patronage, two of the 
company's old servants, Messrs. Ludiam and 
Dawes, were appointed with captain Columbine com* 
missioners for surveying the west co^t of Africa 
within certain latitudes, having a salary of fifteen 
hundred a year each. The first was known to have 
possessed neither practice, nor theory for the dis^ 

* 47 Geo. 3» c. 36. The report confosei si 8. with s. 11, 



■e^BTge of. 8ueb a duty ; and if the oth^r ba^ i IkHe 
jknowledgeiof land stffveyipg, yet he was p^ectly 
ioad^uate to such aq undertaking as sanreyiog ,the 
icoast; but captain Columbine ira^ first'depend^d on 
for knowledge and Uien incap^tated for the uitderr 
taking, by being - appointed Govefnor of Sierra 
^Leotie." Messrs. Ladlam and Daw^s proc^ded a 
Jittle way down-the coast ; the fornix died, and th^ 
latter ^<eturned to.-Si^ra Leone, where . Captain 
Columbine sat on a hill with a theodolite two or 
-.three'times, gleaned some assistance irom -the h]ile- 
iatigable Captain Bones ;- mad^ out what they called 
aReport; tund thustogratify theselect withthispiec« 
of patronage, England has uselessly paid: atmyt ten 
'.thousand pounds ! !  . 

: ThelMrectors conclude this Report by iBforming 
'the publick, "- that they had furniahed the nary with 
■" such information as might regulate their proceed^ 
-" ings ;" and in their appendix Z, they give an ex* 
Imct from our treaty of friendship, and alliance with 
-the Prince Regent of Portugal, and ^ extract fix)m 
our treaty of commerce and navi^tion with the 
«ame power, and ignorantly. confusing the two, they 
inform the navy *, " that, to give any vessel a titte 
," to the protection of the; Portuguese flag in .car- 
■" Tying on even their, limited trade in ^yes, it is 
f necessary that she should either be built iq /tltS 
" dominions of Poi^vgal, or condemned as prize in 
-".» Portuguese court of admiralty ; ;and ihat. in 

..* See Appendix «. • 
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*' either of these cases she should be owned by a 
^' Portuguese subject^ and that her master an^ 
^' three-fourths of her crew should be Portu- 
^ guese subjects :" besides^ they induced the Lords 
of the Admiralty to send this document as in- 
atructions to the navy ; under which authority the 
navy were led into error and expense; and the 
courts of Vice Admiralty misled in their decisions^ 
So much for their interference with the law. 

The seven first pages of the sixth Report display 
complete ignorance of th^ west coast of Africa^ the 
atate of the slave trade^ and the Portugese posses^ 
aions. I shall enlarge on these points hereafter. 
The Report proceeds. '' From the information of 
^' captain Cuffee^ as well as from other sources^ the 
*' directors have had the satis&ction to leam^ that 
^^ the colony of Sierra Leone is in a visible state 
^' of improvement ; and that its inhabitants^ consist^ 
'^ ing almost entirely of Africans or their descend- 
'^ ants, increase in number and respectability. The 
effect of the pains which have been taken in in- 
structing the youth from the moment the colony 
^' was first formed % is manifested by the supe* 
riority of the rising race of colonists in respect 
to intelligence.'' I saw Mr. Cuffee in Sierra 
Leone ; he appeared a man of truth and observa- 
tion ; and I know he constantly lamented, while in 
the colony, the dreadful state of depravity into which 
it was sunk; from this, and the general Macious* 

f SixtH reporti p. ;28. 
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Aess o£ the KeportSj I am led to coaclude he dever 
ga,vp 9ucti tDcerrect infcH-ntatioD. 

The Report then declares^ ''the directors are disap- 
" pointed not to have had before this time, some more 
" specitick details to produce, with respect to tiie 
" process of improvement in Africa, by means of 
" schools*, and other institutions under the pa- 
" trona^ of th^ society." Is not this a most exr 
traordinary assertion to make, under the counte- 
nance of some of the first personages in the empire, 
when there really never was either school or insti- 
tution under their patronage in .the colony? at the 
same time confessing they have not even a blan- , 
dished extract to produce, on the progress of im- 
provement, 

The Report goes on, " they are anxious how- 
" ever to proceed on some plan, which may remedy 
" this inconvenience, and give a character of 
" greater permanence to their measures; at the 
" same time they greatly doubt, whether at an early 
" period, and until some progress had been made 
*' in suppressing the slave trade on those parts of 
" the coast to which their views had been directed, 
" much more could have been done in the way of 
" civilization, than has been effected." 

I call on them t6 shew any one instance of ci- 
vilization they have effected, or even attempted : 
They affect to attribute their want of knowledge 

• Paje S9 and 30. 
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of the improvcftierits they have m^de to the ripi^ 
change of Governors ; surely this was their own 
fault ; the first Governor they caused to he sent 
rfiit, ttflcfr the surrender of the colony to govern- 
ment, was T. P. Thompson; Esq. (eldest son of the 
rfiemher'for Mldhurst) ; and a rtiore fortunate sc- 
I^cfibii they cbtild ndt have made^ for h6 is a gen- 
tleman of high talents and acquii^eiDents ; fh:>m mind 
and body incomparably qualified for that station ; 
a true/ zealoiis, arid practical abolitionist; possess* 
iivg great activity, and a hardihood of constitution 
that indefieitigable exertion (even in that climate) 
Could not subdiie ; a facility at attaining the native 
languages ; 'courage that nothing* could awe, and 
ihtegrity that nothing could shake : but he was not 
complying ; he could not be induced to be sub-v 
servient to their views. Instead of lending his 
ielssistance (o conceal the illegal triansactions that had 
taken place in the colony, he condemned in the 
court of Vice 'Admiralty 167 negroes, who had 
been 'sold in the colony since the abolition, by the 
direct interference of the colonial goverhmeht ! ! 
nor would he continue the system of misrepresen- 
tation to the Secretary Of State, or furnish falla- 
cious documents for the African Institution. Truth 
and honour were his disqualifications ; h6 was re- 
called. But they hav6 hsEd a governor for neai*ly 
four years, pca'fectly suited to their wishes ; and I 
wonder they have not published his accounts of the 

jprogress the Institution has made, in^ civilizing; 

• — ... 

* The record of this is in the High Court of Admiralty, and 
well worth readings 
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Africa, or enlightening the rismg generation at 
Sierra Leone. 

The seventh Report commences with the same 
falbicious representatiohSj " that the Slave trade 
" was diminishing;" whereas the Portuguese at 
that time having learned to confine themselves more 
to Ajada, Cabenda, Princes, and Saint Paul's de 
Loandfij pursued it more vigorously and with more 
security. The Directors conceive, " that the opinion 
" they expressed last year, respecting the nature of 
" the slav6 trade still existing is correct ; (viz.) that 
" a large portion of it is real Portuguese trade ; 
" and a portion still grater is a British Ame- 
" rican trade, carried on by assuming the Spanish 
" or Portuguese flag ; and that the real Spanish 
" trade, if any, is very small indeed *." Every 
part of this is incorrect ; the Portuguese trade was 
infinitely the largest ; the Spanish trade to the Ha- 
vannah, large also ; the Americans had very little 
connexion Mdth the trade, except in navigating for 
the Spaniards ; and the British were still less con- 
cerned in any way. 

Why Uie Institution are so fond of implicating 
the ^itish in tiiis trade, I cannot divine. The ship 
with ^itish property captured at Goree, under 
Spanish colours, they assert was a slave trader; 
whereas it was proved she had no connexion with 
that trade : next, a ship captured by the Kangaroo, 
with two hundred and seventy slaves, they say, had 
* Pag* 3 of Report. 
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a cask with papers concealed, wlueh prored her ta 
be the propeHy of a house in Liverpool. This is 
entirely unfounded. 

On the 5l6t of the King, c. 23^ commonfy 
called the SkiTe Felony Act, (of which they now 
speak) I must dilate more particularly ; so much 
mischief has been done^ and so maeh misery ha^ 
arisen from a wilful misconstruction of this ex- 
cellent^ and perspicuous Ad.^ which states, '' that if 
any British subject, or any person residing in 
the united kingdom, or any island,, colony> do- 
minion, fort, settlement,, factory, belonging 
^' thereto, or being in his Mtyesty's ocettpation or 
'^ possession, shall by him, or themselves, or by 
'^ his or their factors, agents, or otherwise, carry 
away any slave or slaves, for the purpose of 
being transferred, or dealt with as a slave ; or 
aid and abet,'' &c. &c. Under this Act, to mjr 
great surprise and annoyance, Samuel Samo, and 
Charles Hickson were brought before me, as Bri- 
tish subjects trading in slaves ; they were seized by 
Governor Maxwell's order at the Ides dc Loss, for 
selling slaves in the Rio Pongus ; neither of which 
places were ever considered as belonging to Great 
Britain, nor did British jurisdiction "fever ex- 
tend over them in any shape. A great body of 
evidence was brought against these men; they 
were both proved to be British subjects ; Samo was 
found guilty, and Hickson was acquitted. I found, 
however, so many insurmountable difficulties (f(* I 
was bound to protect the legal rights of the pri- 
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stones'), that I informed tMe Gorernofj I could not 
5pron6rtnce Ihe sentence directed by the Act on 
5s.mo ; and to ' prevent my i^asons from being 
pnblidily known (lest they mig'ht affect tke Abt^ition 
cause), I advised the Governor to send to the Rio 
Pon^s, induce the chiefe to ask for Same's pardon, 
and influence them to promise, that if their pe- 
tition was granted, tkey would allow no more slave- 
trading in their dominions. This was most judi- 
ciously executed by the gentleman iivha uadertoiA 
tile mission ; the White men, who had riave factories 
on that river, also joined in the request. Samo 
vras pardoned ; I was extricated from a most un- 
pleasant predicament, and a great effect produced 
in &vour of the Abolition. However, «nce I left 
Sierra Leone, H. M. S. Thais, went to Messarado, 
(to which we nevet daimed any right of territwy, 
and over which we never exercised any juris- 
diction,) destroyed the fectoiy and prt^erty of 
Messrs. Bostwick and M'Quin, atrested their pM-- 
sons ; and above 340 of the natives, prorniseuously 
seized, were brought to Sierra Leone, and con- 
demned as daves. Bostwidc and M'Quin, wgre 
under this Act most illegally tried, conYicted, and 
sentenced to fourteen years transportation; they 
were afterwards sent to England, and by tlie mis- 
chievous interference of some persons, caHed be- 
nevolent, all examination into thepr case vras pre- 
vented, and the unfortunate men have been abso- 
Wtely sent off to Botany Bay. 

H. M. S. Favourite, pursuing the same unvmr- 

c S 
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rantable system^ wcoit into the Rio Pongusi ile^ 
stroyed some factoriies^ seized on a great number 
of natives^ brought them to Sierra Leone^ and had 
them condemned as skves. Lastly, Grovemor Max- 
well fitted out a complete expedition ; sent the co- 
lonial Brig and Schooner, and a Transport (then 
.under his command) with a large party of the 
African Corps ; destroyed all the factories they could 
reach in the Rio Pongus and Rio Noonez, with 
all the property contained in them ; left the white 
inhabitants absolutely destitute ; carried away about 
230 natives, whom he caused to be condemned as 
slaves ; then his acting judge tried^ and caused to 
be convicted several white men, under authority 
of this act, whom the party had seized, or who 
had voluntarily surrendered themselves ; sentenced 
Hickson, (one of them) to hard labour on the 
publick works; Brpdie^ Dunbar, and Cook, to 
fourteen years transportation; the first a British 
subject; the next a Spaniard; and the other an 
American*. 

This conduct will scarcely find a parallel in the 
history of any civilized nation on earth. We invade 
with fire and sword the territory of our peaceable, 
.and in<rfFensive, friendly allies ; without any injury 
being received, complaint made, or notice on our 
part given, we carry ^way their subjects,, destroy 
their possessions, and seize those ]^ersons, who had 
liv^d under their protection from ten to twenty 

* The fate of these unhappy men will be seen by referring tq 
a Qote in .the last page. 
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years ; pillage their Domiciles' property, and, to fill 
' the measure of misery, sentence them (under an Act 
which could not attach to iHem) to the niost sevei^ 
and ignominious punishments. I should he happy 
to witness the indignation of the learned and hu- 
mane framM* of this Act, on reading a full account 
of these atrocities. 

But could any Act of Great Britain h&ve at- 
tached to those men, nothing should have excused 
this violation of every principle of the law of na- 
ture and nations. This repeated breach of piiblick 
fiiith ; this affixing to the name of Englishman, the 
epithet of perfidious depred^or, under the mask 
of civilizer and liberator, was the most unpar- 
donable insult ever offered to the honour and feel- 
ings of Great Britain ; and afterwards to convict 
two foreigners, seized in foreign territory (Cook 
and Dunbar), under an Act which attaches only to 
British subjects, or others in British territory, was 
■the most unprecedented piece of judicial ignorance 
and cruelty ever recorded. Besides, this conduct 
must accumulate cruelty on the wretched negrb 
beyond our conception. Every person acquainted 
with Africa knows, that the slaves in the fkctories 
of white men, are infinitely better taken care of, 
than in the fectories of black men ; who are less 
considerate as to the treatment they give, and less 
provident in the provisions they collect. There is 
more severity, and often danger of starvation with 
the black Chiefs, when they are long disappointed of 
(heir market ; but should the Chiefs be vt^ithout a 
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supply of slaves when a ship arrives^ they will in* 
stantly seize all within their reach ; no friendship^ 
. no fiEuth^ no relationship^ restrains them ; the pawns^ 
the persons committed to their charge^ or be-r 
queathed by will^ the visiter^ the Grumata^ the wife^^ 
or the child^ must go to furnish the cargo. 

Even had the Sovereign of the country invited 
us to a perfidious destrnction of the white man'^ 
property^ common humanity^ as well as honesty and 
justice^ should have forbidden our acquiescence. 
Why tlieU;, in addition to every thing treacherous 
inflict this gratuitously accumulated calamity^ upon 
those for whom we profess the most liberal feeling, 
and for whose happiness and civilization it is pub* 
lisbed to the worlds, that we are making every por 
litical sacrifice^ and every national exertion? can 
this be done for the purpose t^f extracting from the 
Treasury, so much a head for those natives seized^ who 
have been uniyarrantably condemned at Sierra Leone 
as slaves? Sir^ I hope you will feel yourself bound 
to demand investigation of this, conduct, and assist 
in relieving n^ from this national dijsgrace, though 
^your Reports have unbecomingly encouraged il by 
the most inapplicable applauie. 

The Report proceeds * ; '' Ni> point whidi has Qorae 
'^ under the consideration of tbs Board during the 
" last year, has m.re anxiously or ciittstantly en- 
"^ engaged its attentiqn, than the amendment of the 

t Seventh Report, p, 3}. 
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** Acts passed for ttie Abofition of the slave trrfe, 
" and the better disposal of the slaTcs, captured! 
" under the authority of those Acts." This was 
wise-and just; fdt in 18121^ declared in 1813, and* 
slumbered over to 161 &. Now I sbtdl give a feirtifdl 
account of the manner in which the captured 
negroes were treated during- my residence at Sierra 
Leone, after they wens liberated by the court, and 
supposed free ; perhaps it may animate tiiis dor- 
mant su^estion into practical activity. It is at 
least necessary that tiis Majesty's ministers, from 
whom (he reality has been sedtrfously concealed, 
should know the tnith of those transactions, by 
which our honour and good feith have been so 
indeJiWy stained, 

' As soon as tfae captured negroes were landed; 
and delivered to tiie care of the Superintendent, a 
ptarty from the African Corps was sent to examine 
theffl ,- ftnd as many as they found peenliariy fit to 
be made 6<^ierB, were marched to the fort, and as 
H is temed, enUeted ; though the poor negro knew 
net whfrt wa»flaid, ttr done to binr. The cemaindei' 
were dispatched to what was called an hosptti^ a 
wood building, composed of two rooms, with an open 
COmuunication, where the whole were huddled to-' 
gether in prwwciwus intevcauise, men, w(Hne», 
and children. The recruiting party for the West 
Indian re^ments were afterwards allowed to seleet 
the men and boys tha,t were fit for, or nught ahoFtly 
hecome fit for military service. 



The women and girlii were next selected for the 

basest of purposesi *• 

« 

The best of the rising generation were reserved 
for the plantations and forms of those in authority 
over them ; and lastly, the settlers obtained the refuse 
as apprentices for fourteen years^ to make them 
hewers of wood, carriers of yfBi^r, f^nd drudges on 
their C^f^sci^a ground, 

Thus we seized our Allies property, because under 
their Treaty, w^ declared they had no right to en-: 
slave those unfortunate beings ; and theU;, without 
any Treaty, in violation of o^r ns^tional d^clarationj 
and the promulgation of our determination to disi-: 
pense impartial justice and universal benevolence to 
the Africans, we disposed of, and dispersed them 
with arbitrary approprifition ; we allowed them tq 
touch the law of Ji^ngland, only to be torn from 
its protection ; tq change their masters, not their 
condition; ai^d fortuitously better or embitter theip 
their original destinations ! Surely this is a na-. 
tional disgrace that cannot be suffered to continue} 

4 I 

The captured negroes are deliv^ed by the 

 To induce tbe blaclc soldier to regularity, he was allowed 
A wife and a ratipn a day, but the lady he changed aai 
he thought pr<>]>er ; whateyer woman he called bis wife, got the 
ration ; and when a party was sent to the West Indicsi the situ« 
ation of the women became most deplorable. The <:9nd9c( 
of those high in office with respect to the captured negra 
girlfi is now under consideration. 



Mar^al of the c<Hurt into the cure of die Saperin* 
tendentj who is answerable for every one of them; 
let him be obliged to make a return of all the 
thousands of (aptured Qf^roes brought to Sierra 
tieone since the year 1807; how they were diftr 
posed of, and where they now are to the best of 
his knowledge and belief; you may then learn 
how the benevolent olyecta of the British nation 
have beeiii parried into eOecti by those placed in 
their stations at your recommendation ; from whom 
your representation^ ue derived ; and who look to 
you at thu pioment, for patronage and pro- 
lUQtion. 

Had the captured negroes, when liberated from 
their prison ships, been suffered to. enjoy the blesd'^ 
ings of British protection; had villages been estab- 
}ishedj the fiunilies nnserered allotted farms, sup-^ 
plied with implements of agriculture, and witb 
seeds and plants to cultivate for their support, the 
beauUfiil amphitheatre of hills enclosing Sierra 
L<eone, would have become an asylum of happi- 
ness for five thousand souls, who looked to us for 
relief, and to whom we were bound and pledged 
to extend it. They would have been a bulwark of 
protection to the colony, furnishing a granary of 
provisions for the inhabitants, and exhibiting the 
finest African monument of British philanthropy. 
Look a fev^ pages back ; view the picture of their 
real treatm^nt^ and consider what the worid must 
pronounce on this conduct ! I cannot dweU long^ 
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Oil thw llep6i% but skall take up the ei^th md 
laft. 

III pages foury ^T^, vtA six^ ymi apphitd the 
condact of the Thais and Fayourite^ in de9tro3ring 
the iaetories and property fA the ^ite men at Me^ 
gurado^ and in the Rio Pongas ; of their seizing 
Bostwick and M^Quin^ and carrying them to 
Sierra Leone^ vrhere they were tried, convicted, 
und sentenced to fourteen years transportation ; and 
yoa conclude by informing ns, that ^' the trader^ 
retreated iato a strong fort, near the head of the 
river, and bade defiance to Captain Maxwell and 
his crew. This iSagrant outrage upon the laws 
of England will doubtless engage the immediate 
^^ attentioia of his Mf^estyHi gov^nment, and the 
" Dtrect^B trust, ere long, will meet with the pu- 
'' mshment it deserves/* Where is the Ipiw of 
England, thai has been outraged ? the common law 
is too pure, and the Statute book not confused, 
and contradictory eftough to exhibit a principle or 
a paragraph that would countenance such depreda- 
tions. Are not a set of white men, residing for 
a number of years in a territory to which we have 
no daim, over which we have no jurisdiction, while 
they aire coanienanced and supported by the Sove» 
re^ and Chiefs df Ihat country^ justifiable in' de* 
leBifing themselves and their property from bar- 
iNerous invaders ? or is it tio be expected that his 
l!lfejes<y's ministers (because heretofore they have 
so indulgently listened to your representations) wiH 
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int6f£»^ and sftubtiqn tiie vicitttira of ereaty iptrnt 
^iph of tlte laws of nature and nations^ and direct 
U^se predatory and lavleds iayasioni of the domi* 
nions of our unoffending friends to be repeated? 
Pid npt these unenKghtened natiims fonoeriy look 
to us for exemplary justice ? yet now they behoM-tiie 
most wanton violations of every principle of equity - 
^held by the civilized world ; persons and pro* 
perty placed under foreign protection seized upon 
^Rd destroyed^ without any notice given, dt even 
complaint exhibited ! what seiablanee of excuse 
ipan be given for so atrocious a breach of good fiuith 
And national honour ? 

In page seven the importance of the cession of 
Ibe idbhd of Bissao to Great Brkam, is lepre- 
jsented; yet if we possessed the island, the slave 
trade would not be diminished ; for that trade from 
<the Cape de Verde ishnds wouM be pro^Bortioitaliy 
Mcreasedj^ as soon as Bissao was reSnquished by 
Portugal. It might increase the patronage of the - 
littte Jacket patty of friendi — nothing more ! In tins 
Beport Lord Casttereagb's * exposition of the teatk 
article of the Treaty of alliance and friend^ip mUk 
POrtagal is given^ whidi I shall ako *sylgoinr; and 
pXkA 1 hope> on more mature consideration^ his 
lordsh^ wifl extend his construction of that artidbi 
3atasAed that no out Ivoutd more quickly «etze any 
SHgg^ttoci that worid tend to dimiviieii Ah 
jiorrible traffick^ than Lord Castlereagh^ I shall/ 

* See AppendiXi No. 3, 
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in a more appropriate phce P, give the construe^ 
lion of that article which has pervaded my deci* 
«ion8^ (not yet overruled by highw anthority,) and 
which I hope his Lordship^ on mature consideration^ 
will more particularly enforce with the contracting 
power, 

In page 16 it is mentioned^ ** that the American 
^^ prisoners, were induced to assist in erecting mill9 
*' in Sierra Leone ; and that the Governor had 
" hopes, of rendering them useful to the colony.^ 
We accuse the Americans of seducing our artificers 
and seamen ; here you sanction our doing the sam« 
thing ourselves. 

But is it not extraordinary that in all the greal^ 
zeal proclaimed by the company for Sierra Leone^ 
they never sent a mill for cutting timber^ or cleaning 
rice ? Nor in seven years have one hundred pounds 
been expended from the African Institution fund, 
for the' benefit of that colony after all their profes- 
sbns 1! Poor Kizil, the old black settler, who sent 
his bill for. work and labour done long sinoe for the 
Sierra Leone Company, requested of the worthy 
Mr. William Allen> to purchase a mill from the . 
money he hiad so justly earned, and send it out; 
but neither the chairman of the Sierra Leone Com- 
pany, nor thfe Committee of the African Institution, 
would attend to the poor old man's demand ; he was 

* See Appendix, No. 4f 



tidt paid, n6r any arbitration allowed; cons^itebtij^ 
no mill could be purchased. 

This frugality about the fund with respect to 
the colony and Africa in ' general, and the prodi- 
gality exhibited in the next page, obliges me to 
remark shgbtly on the expenditure^ which I had 
not originally intended. 

Fifty guineas were given to Mr< Mitcatilay, 
(lately Secretary, and always Director) for importing 
into this countiy above ten tons of white rice firora 
the west coast of Africa. Did this gentleman pro- 
pose the premium, that he might receive the reward? 
The proposition was absurd, and the acceptance 
.disgraceful. Mr. Macaulay is the great shopkeeper 
of the colony ; he is the only person that has regular 
ships in trade from England : the chiets in the 
adjacent rivers constantly send rice for the supply 
of the colony (often beaten clean by their slaves) ; 
above ten tons of this was put on board Mr. Macau- 
lay's ship returning to England, and he receives 
fifty guineas reward ! What advantoge was this to 
Africa? And was not the fund intended solely for 
faer benefit? 

In the next page, I come to the statement of the 
funds, and see, '" for clothing African boys at 
" school, &c. 14/. 5s, 4d." and '' for a piece of 
" plate to Mr. Macaulay, 107/. I2s. Orf." !! Here 
is parsimony indeed in the natural distribution, and 
prodigality in an eleemosynary donation. But why 



iliis {Nrofttfte expenditaie on Mr. Macaulay ? He has 
been serving himself in all that he has done for Che 
Sierra Leone Company or the African Institution ; 
he has obtained erery thinj^ by his influence orer 
their leaders I neariy a monopoly c€ the trade'; 
great freights for his ships; the prize agency of 
ahnost every man of war^ that has gone, to the coast 
since the Abolition ; the supply of the navy on th4s 
coast with provisions^ &c.; the agency for the 
Governor and garrison seizures*: in shorty the 
vrhok control over every thing attached to the 
eolony there, and faere^ has been with htm^ not 
4iinly in the Company's time^ bat on the surrenda: 
of the colony to government,' he Arranged the^ 
offices^ and recommended the persons to All them ; 
he allotted for himself the appointment of King's 
Agents and had not a promise made by Lord Gren^ 
vsMe^ when in office, been executed by the kte 

Thke of Portland, he would have succeeded. 

« 

This immediate interference with government 
from 1607, will more clearly appear from his owft 
letter to Governor Ludlam, which i extract from a 
pany^blet of the much injured Mr. Grant ; it was first 
published in the African Herald^ and may be found 
in the High Court of Admiralty, as transmitted by 
Governor Tfaompaon, 

* Tkese accumulated sources of weelCh arise ^evidently sfrofti 
the psesent state of the AbolitioD ; was an univerMl AMUim 
effected, or the slave trade universally permitted, it is obvious 
they iBust cease : what fallows f 



.31 

•* London, 4th of Nov. ISO?, . 

** My dear Sir, 

'' A word in private respecting 
" the African Institution. I cannot help regarding 
" it as an in^rtant engine. We have manjr 
." zealous friends in it. higb in rank and inftuence, 
" who, I am persuaded,, are anxious to do what can 
■" be done, both for the colony and for Africa. Mr. 
" Perceval and Mr. Canning are with usdecidedfy. 
" Lord Castlereagh, with whom our business more 
" immediately lies, is good-humoured and comply- 
" ing, but his Secretary Mr. 
C«K(, in pencil, ^ 

In the margin in 
jtencil—znd Mr. 
Wilberforce de- 
sires me to add, 
disposed from a 
-point of honour 
to do tl>e utmost 
M th« AMi. 
tioniati. 

ImerHneations 
i» the original. 



, rfords [will ea 
Herly] defaced. 



Wordi in ilal- 
iiit undtrietred in 
the original. 



I fear 
" Cook is hostile to the whde thing 

" may be disposed ta 
"■ and [yrt& eagerly] seize any cir- 
" cumstance which will put it in 
" his power to do as mbchief. 

" You wiH see how ve«y im- 
" portant it is to be aware of tliis 
" in your communications with go- 
" vemment. Indeed, in tdl the 
" os(engiWcletters you write, whe- 
" ther to Lord Castlereagh, the 
" Airican Institution, or myself, it 
" unll be right to comsider the 
" effect of what you say on hike- 
" warm friends, and in the hands 
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with 

^^ of secret enemies^ for such will unavoidably mix ud^ 

A 

^' In such hands there are truths which will be made 
'^ to produce all the effect of fiedsehood^ and instead 
'-' of being u^ed as they ought to be^ as a spur^ will 
be employed aid checks to all exertion. I cannot 
inean^ of (iourse^ that you should^ in any degree> 
'' varnish yotif representations. 1 merely mean 
that you should tiot unnecessarily discourage the 
*' exertions of benevolence. People who do not 
'' know you, will suppose the case to be desperate 
*^ where you seem to doubt * and your testimony^ if 
'' convertible to an adverse purpose, would be for- 
^' midable. Your owii miild will suggest to you 
the guards, limitations, and exceptions, with 
which what I now say should be received* 



w 

€€ 



<€ 



'^ I have NO doubt that government will be dis* 

^^ posed to adopt almost any plan 

Words in mall c< ^jjich we may propose to th^ 

c^pifflfs mder^ ,, ^^^^ ^^^^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ provided 

scored with a dou' ^^ .„ , . ., ,, ^ 

, , ,. • . ^1. tt?c wm but save them the trou- 

ble fine in the 

original.' '' hie of thinking. This you will 

'^ see to be highly important.^' 



So far appears to be in the hand-writiilg of art 
amanuensis ; the remainder in the same hand with 
the signature. 

" I have one remark to make whkh you will 
" see to apply to much of what I have Written to 
'^ you by this conveyance* I am not wtitiiig for 
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** myself, hilt for others ; and am therefore obliged 
'^ to propose topics of consideration to you, which, 
'' but for this circumstance, I myself might have 
deemed superfluous, and might have saved you 
the trouble of answering* But if- 1 had time, I 
could give you several reasons why the same 
truths will do more good coming from you than 
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^^ from me- 

" I ever am, my dear sir. 






Your's very truly, 

« 

Zachary Macaulay.** 



Thus^ this gentleman^ who has provided for him- 
self, his relations, and friends; who through this 
influence has insinuated himself at every public 
department, is rewarded for his activity, in advanc- 
ing his oWn trade, from this African poor-box, (for 
such I may term the funds of the Institution) which 
I was led to consider as a deposit exclusively in- 
tended, ^*^ to heal the wounds we had inflicted on 
'^ the sons of Africa ; to civilize and enlighten her 
'^ benighted inhabitants:" yet I do not find since 
the Institution was established, and an immense sum 
of money subscribed, that as many pounds have 
been appropriated to any purpose beneficial to 
Africa, as in this year appear to have been given 
to this Director. 

y 

I shall now more particularly examine how 
many of the wonderful professions of the Institu- 
tion^ have been carried into effect ; as I have (done 
before as to the advantages derived from the Sierra 
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Leone Cotttpnny, after tbeir unbountlei promiKs iff 
weaHIi to England^ and Uessiogs to Africa. 

The Reports commence with ^daring, '^ that the 
*' Institution will diffuse information respecting th« 
f^ productions of Africa, and the agricultural and 
*' commercial capacities of Uiat continent *." Per* 
roit me to ask^ where this iuformatiou is ta b«- 
found? For after seven years promise made by 
such men^ with snch means^ surely it should be in 
existence : or is it possible that it can be still in the 
womb of time? Has the mountain been so long in 
labour^ and. not even produced a mouse ? 

Next, they were ''to diffuse information respect- 
'' ing the moral, intellectual, and political condition 
*' of the inhabitants of Africa." Have they ad- 
vanced a step into the interior ? Have they ever 
attempted any research info the '' morale intellectual, 
^' and political condition of the Africans ?*' Is it 
not an '' the baseless fabrict of a vision ?'* 

Again, they are '' to promote the instruction of 
'' the Africans, in Tetters and useful knowledge ;** 
they stated, " that they were opening schools for 
'' teaching the Arabick and Soosoo languages; 
•' endowing schools for readmg and writing 
" English;" but those fine schemes never were 
put into execbtiou : not one attempt made by thenv 
to instruct thfe poor African in letters, or to afford 
him any other kind of useful knowledge^ that l 
could ever discover. 

• VidKi fi«t Report. 
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c- Then tbej proceed to declare their d^rihinaiioli 
'^ to cultivate a friendly connexion with the natives; 
*' to enlighten their minds^ &c/' I humbly ask^ is 
it by barbarously inyading ^their territory at Messu^ 
f ado^ the Isles de Loss^ the Rio Pongpiis^ and the Rto 
Nopnez ; by destroying all property and persons 
under their protection^ and forcibly carrying off 
about seven hundred natives^ without any offence 
being given^ or complained of? Is this the way 
to cultivate their friendship^ and enlighten their 
minds ? 

The Institution professed '^ to induce them to 
'^ substitute a beneficial commerce, in place of the 
^' slave trade^ and to introduce amongst them^ ttie 
*' useful arts of Europe*" Now in seven yearis; 
they never have done any of these things^ nor even 
made any attempt to substitute a beneficial com-* 
merce in place of the slave trade^ or to introduce 
the useful arts of Europe ; but they proceed to 
assure the public^ that they are " to promote the 
'' cultivation of the African soil, by exciting and 
'^ directing their industry^ by furnishing them with 
*' seeds^ plants^ and implements of husbandry/' 
When the famous cargo of seed came out^ which 
Was thrown into the river^ the natives^ that came 
to Sierra Leone^ were offered soipe ; but it was as 
useless to them as to the settler^ ; for they had no 
implements of husbandry^ nor' any sort of instru- 
ment to prepare the ground for the seed. This was 
the exteiit achieved^ of those boasted exertions. 
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Lastly, they were ''to promote medicstl cfiS 
reries ; to obtain a knowledge of the princi] 
African languages ; to employ agents^ and rewarci 
enterprise and exertion in promoting any of the 
purposes of the Institution/' Now have they 
ever attempted to promote medical discoveries? 
Have they ever attempted to obtain a knowledge- 
irf the principal languages of Africa ? Have they 
ever employed agents to reward eiiterprize andf 
exertion? Surely you must know that they never 
have made any etfort of the sort, or done any one 
act, which they proposed for the benefit of Africa. 
In fact, they seem to acknowledge it, in the 17rii 
page of the last Report,, for tliey say, " a numerous^ 
Committee was appointed to obtain infbrmation, 
on ihe state of the black settlers, to excite their 
industry, and improve their moral habits;, and 
farther to attend to those objects, which are 
particularly specified at page 4 of the first 
Report:" these are the very objects I haw now 
stated, though they would not repeat them. Thus> 
in 1814, they speak of reporting on those benefits, 
I which they had promised to confer rni Africa) 

I in 1807. 
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Was such a system of delusion ever practised, 
even in this nation ? To conceive the Sierra Leone 
Company pursuing thii scheme for sixteen years, 
and then the same Directors and managing Secre- 
tary, coming forth under a new name, and perse- 
i^ering in the same course for seven yeaurs more„ 
under the apparent sanction of the first cbaxaeten^ 
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thra pre'eminent nation can boast" of, is almost 
beyond all possible credibility ; and be assured, I 
often pause, as I write, to consider if &me, we^th, 
and power, can overawe the investigation of truth ; 
but as I reflect on the English character, I am en- 
tooraged tO proceed ; and when the veil is rent, my 
duty is discharged.  

I have how sir, to implore that your little party 
iffriends, maycCase to interfere with this unfor- 
tanate colony ; for after four and twenty years effort, 
to observe the settlers in more poverty, and greater 
wretchedness, than when they were taken under 
their care ; to see them in age and infirmity without 
a refiige; to witness the rising generation more 
immoral and dissolute, than the inhabitants of any 
other T)art of Africa ; and to know that the very 
persons assigned by Act of Pariiament' to his 
Majesty's protection, are plunged into licentious- 
ness, uid consigned to arbitrary conb'ol, is surely 
sufficient to force any person attached to truth and 
humanity, (much more (o authorize a person in my 
station) to entreat that they may rest contented witH 
the patronage they have enjoyed; the possession 
of which was well secured, and well arranged, 
before the transfer <^ the colony to government, 
as must evidently appear from Mr. Macaulay's 
letter, akcady given, dated the 4th of Nov. 1807 : 
and that an imutense addition was intended to have 
been- claimed even before this, will be established 
by tbe ft^wing lettera, published in the African 
Heuld, and .transmitted to the High Court of 
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AdmiraUy by Governor Thompson . Mr. H. Thom^ 
ton^ Chairman of the INrectors of the Sierra Leone 
Company, writes to the governor of Sierra Leone, 
(datpd " liondon, 7th Feb. 1807/') thus— 

'' I feel a strong desire to see som^ measures 
*' instituted, which may contribute to place in the 
*' hands of zealous and proper persons, the general 
'' direction of British cpiH^ems in Africa/' In sap^ 
port of thjs, comes a letter from the- confidential 
secretary Mr. Macaqlay^ to the sam6 Governor 
Ludlam, d^te4 '^ }:^n(lon, Feb 26, 1807/' 



(Extract.) 

*^ What has suggested itself to me as desirable 
^' to be done, I will now state in a few words, 
'^ 1st. To appoint a board which shall confine 
" its attention entirely to Africa, and which shall 
compri$e a few of those individuals, as Mr. 
Thornton, Mr. Wilberforce, &c. &c. who have 
^' interested themselves about Africa. Sndly. To 
^' platce under the management of this board, not 
'' j3nly Sierra Leone, but Goree, and all the forts 
'' pn the Gold Coast. 3dly. To station at different 
parts of the continent, from the river Gambia t6 
Angola, intelligent persons under the name of 
Consuls, or any other name that may be preferred, 
(perhaps about a dozen) with adequate appoint*? 
ments, whosie business it shall be. to procure 
accurate information respecting the neighbouring 
and interior coutitries; and to embrace ever^ 
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" l&TOHiable o))portunity of improving tlic British' 
* interest in Africa, &c. &c &c." 

Thw the posseseions of the African Company on 
die Clold Coastj (which prodttce so much wealth to 
England) were to be wrested fron them, and the 
influence of this party was to extend from the Gam- 
bia to Angola ; -such an immeimly of space for the- 
patronage of man to reach, no one before had the 
boldness to cktim ; and I fat^e no one will ever have 
the power to obtain ; but who so stultified as not at 
once to perceive the ambition and rapacious avarice 
that must have generated such a prefect? 

That this plan was long in agitationj no one can 
now doubt; whether proposed to his Majesty's mi- 
tiisters or. not^ is beyond my power to develop : 
-bowever, these letters -were obviously written to be 
eGboed by Governor Ludlam ;- for Mr. Macaulay, 
in his letter of the 4th Nov. 1S07, says, " tbe same 
" truths will do more good coming from you than 
'.' from me." Your secretarj-, writing under your 
direction, (as appears from the letter given before) 
s^e, " 1 have no doiUlt that Government will be 
"disposed to adopt almost any plan which we may 
" propose to them with respect to Africa, provided 
" we wiU but save them the trouble of thinking." 
I have now only to "hope, as your party have most 
kindly given them this great assistiuice for eight 
years, that they will now allow them to think tor 
themselves; then 1 make no doubt the Lords of the 
Tn^saty, the Lords Qf Ib£ Aiimiralty, and the Co- 
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lonial Secretary^ will quickly place the Colony on 
the broad basis of equal and permanent justice. — 
The little mercantile interest of an individual will 
be no longer the motive for every action, every ap- 
pointment, and every regulation ; the settlers will 
become happy; and true piety, pure religion, and 
sound morality, will be infused : cultivation will he 
encouraged, civilization extended, and the Colony,* 
though perhaps expensive, will not remain vicioup^ 
injurious, and disgrsiceful to England.. 

^ Put, Sir, you have still great means of doing good^ 
of advancing the Colony you have founded,, and the 
inhabitants you have caused to be placed there, 
without interfering with the patronage. You have 
rich friends, and large funds, and means of procure 
ing bountifiil assistance. Present the industrioun 
settler with implements of husbandry, and instru* 
ments for artificers ; erect the first church with a 
steeple and bell, that ever was built for our regular 
service, in Africa; it will be a monument of honour 
to yourself, and an incitemeat to' public worship: 
The Secretary of State, I am convinced, will no 
longer suffer the Colony to be without a regular 
Church of England Clergyman, and the sanctyary 
will no longer be profaned. 

Establish an Asylum (tihough yoii have refused to 
assist jne in that undertaking) for the destitute, tbe 
age(i, the idiot, and lunatic : it will be the greatest 
charity you ever promoted, and it is the bounden 
4uty of yoftr party to* dp PQ ; foy they induced/ th$ 
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setders tQ come fron places, where sotne relief would, 
have been admini^red ; those poor creatares have 
^»eiit their youth in your service, and at:e iiow in 
Hgc, and poverty, deserted and- oppressed. 

Prevail on your friends also to found two schot^ 
apart from each other, one for boys, another for 
girla ; thus they will disseminate knowledge, iiidus- 
tiy, good morals, and prevent an eariy and promis- 
cuous prostitution. These will be actions worthy 
of a saint in heaven ; and may likely blot out for 
ever, many of our sins 00 earth. Consider what the 
institution promulgated to the world; reflect on 
v/hai you write to Prince Talleyrand, "tlat Sierra 
" Ijeone was settled with a view to pr(Hn<Mte the 
'■' arts, and the blessings of civilized IHe, amongst 
f the native* of Africa." Jjet not your own Ok 
tony be called in evidence against you,' to proved 
that neither have the artjs been cultivated .in, nrar 
the blessings «tf civilized Hfe extended to Afiica. 

I rejoice extrenely to learn, from the same Re- 
port,^that you have formed a determination to: bring 
jn a Bill to meliorate the condition of the blacks, 
and people of colour, in the West Indies; and I 
sincerely hope you will speedily effect something 
beneficial fro» dus laudable undertakiug. 

The idea of a British' sulked, being born a slavft 
in British territory, it rejmgnant to .British .feeling. 
To anticipate the slavery of our offspring before it 
is engendered, in horriUe to human nature; nor 
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I ean the issue of illicit love be so Cimsigned; the kiir 

does not vest the fortttitous parent with siieh wtho« 
rity. Let the first chuise establish^ thai every p^- 
son bom Within British jurisdiction must be fre^;- 
it will be not only justice^ but policy ; for entailed 
slavery contracts propagation *. 

The next state that harrows up the very soulj is 
interminable slavery. Convince the slave he has 
no refuge from misery in this worlds and you induce 
him to precipitate himself into the presence of the 
Omnipotent; by which he expects to regain his 
country^ his fiimily^ bis happiness, and freedom : 
therefore when you isstaUish the proposed register 
fot^ slaves in every island^ I hope the value of each 
slave will be affixed. to his name; and the < right of 
emancipation, by a full payment, (giving an equita- 
ble notice,) should be' the next enactment : by hit 
own uddefiLtiguble labour, by a humane friend, or 
zealous relative, he may then have a chance of be^ 
coming free : the very hope will stimulate exertion, 
incite him to good conduct, and animate every fa- 
culty; it will show benevolence to the slave, and 
prove lucrative to the master, 

From the Portuguese, Spanish, French, Swedish, 
Putch, and Danish Code, for managing their slaves, 
you may extract many valuable regulations ; and I 
hope on cpming within the pale i>f our Church, our 
slaves will be rewarded equaHy with those> who, in 

 VideStJi Rtport, -p. 11, 12. 



Koman Catholic countriet, come under the rules of 
Aat Church. Remember, a Mahometan will not 
suffer a follower of the Prophet to be sold as a stave: 
allow not the belieyers in Christ to be treated with 
less leUity. 

I make no doubt, the most liberal and humane 
erdinances will be selected from the whole; 4nd 
many wise, appropriate, and benevolent new ones, 
will be added, it is a great and laeneficent under- 
taking, fit for the admirable, wise, and actively 
excellent men, that are members of the African In- 
stitution : but the dd managers shoukl have a little 
test ; such as have kbooredl long in the Sierra Leone 
Company, and their select Iriends and retatioos-that 
have toiled with them ever since; they are nearly 
WMm out in the service; and, without any detriment 
to the cause, might be excused. New Directors wifl 
be more active, -and will study to emulate those who 
have' done so much'- good already ! Be assured, a 
change will be fpr the better, 

I have now, %r, (urrived at the time t(X address- 
ing you as the Father of the Abolition. I presume, > 
by accepting the appellation, you hold yourself 
thereto entitled; yet, " 'tis passing strange;" for 
Mr. Clariison, (whose active huoranity, and indcfa* 
tigable industry, in the cause of abolition, can nevec- 
he sufficiently appreciated or applauded,) was cer- 
tainly engaged in this great cause near twenty yeant 
before he enlisted you under his banners. The iur 
^^liiable and eyef.to,be,Kgretled Mr. Gr^aylUe 
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Sharpe, was nearly fifteen years in the cause of in* 
jured Africa, before you joined his amiable i)aiMl 
of philanthropists. . Many other worthy personagesy 
whom Mr.Clarkson's History records, were engaged 
with him near ten years before your accession ; yet 
you are now held up to this enlightened age, and 
would be haaded down to posterity, as the parent 
that generated the abolition of slavery, emanct^ 
paied, enlightened, cultivated, and civilized Africa i 
Be it as.it may : I have examined already the mean^ 
adopted to effect some of those, praise- worthy ob-^ 
jects, and how &r they have succeeded ; now I shall 
proceed to show> how little, your theory extended 
to pure^aboUtion, and that, practically, you have not 
been in the slightest degree suecessfol. • 

That you most laudably assisted Sir William 
Dobbin, and others^ in procuring Bffls to be passed 
for meliorating the condition of slaves in their Transt 
atlantic. passage, I delight in acknovwledging ; but 
when I behold you for near twenty years .prefirasedly 
struggling with the great and all-commanding mi* 
nister of thiszcoilntry ; whose public measures you 
rapported^ whose .administration of this government 
you. admiredy and ; to whose private friendship you 
were devoted; it is wonderful this benevdent mea^ 
sure was not carried. You: knew Mr. Pitt was all 
powerful with his party, and the isole director of bis 
administration 1 you had a commanding, eonneeted 
phalanx of friends in Parliament; and^ on this ooca^ 
fdon, you had the people's .support, and the finest 
feelings of thenationtogratifyi ystfiorivKutyjciKiia 



yba (lid iiot carry tith Bill ; though you ap^arentt^ 
acted with such a-commatiditig associate. It is evi- 
dent yow never, did make it a " sine qua non" of thft 
-continuance of your support of Mr. Pitt's Adminift- 
tmtion : the speaking' on it, for it, and about it, was 
";ad captandum Tulgus;" it served to uphold the 
pendulum in ita vaciHancy between the minister 
and the people. 

. But what is still more wonderful, a new AdminiV 
tration was formed, to'fbe members of which yo4 
were not the devoted friend; of whose measures 
yo« were not an unshaken admirer ; who were not 
in themselves all commanding in Parliament ; yet 
by those very men, without hesitation, or delay, this 
Bill was carried in both Lords and Commons. Did 
you ever tell Mr. Fox, or Lords Grey and Gren- 
TiUe;"that the justice, pdicy, and humanity of the 
abolition were so impressed on yoiir conviction, that 
you could not conscicnUously support any ministers; 
that would not assist you in carrying it into efTectt' 
The whole tenour of your language on the subject 
would have prompted and justified this demand';, 
but yo« did no such thing ; the iiitegrity, the huma^ 
nity, and the -consistency of those distinguished 
Statesmen, induced (hem to give their whole, un- 
bribed> and voTantary assistance, in accomplishing 
this great work. The Bill was evidently carried by 
their exertions; and cannot be attributed either to- 
yoar perseverance or benev<rfence. 

- .Allow me to-lbok at the Abolition' Act niinuleiy. 
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wiitch i hope w91 Mt ^pnr to be n ^Abfting tif 
yowcX fhoi^ the features Father [Nfodaim the pa- 
rent ; for you avow it is not slavery^ but the Slave 
Trade^ you dislike. In your Letter to Prince Tal- 
leyrand^ you say/ ^' The abolitionists took all oppor-^ 
" tunities of proclaimings that it was the Slave 
*' Trade, not slavery, against which they were dw 
•' recting their eflTorts." The Abolition Act up* 
holds the same principle ; but it did not express the 
true uncontaminated principle, vM the fine feeling 
of this magnanimous country. 

By the seventn Section of the Act, ^^ slave» taken 
'' as prizes or forfeitures, may be enlisted tor the 
" laud or sea-service; or ma^ be bound asappren- 
tices^ whether of fuH age or not, for a term of 
fourteen years;'' and by Section Iftth and i7tb> 
it is laid down, ^' that when the.lenn of ^prentice- 
shiphas expired^ they may be.ap{Mre^ticed anew; 
and the service of a- negro sokiier is directed to 
be for life ;'' so that here is involuntary servitude 
for life, established by an Act of Parliament, pur* 
porting to abolish slavery. The soldier may endure 
some sea sickness in crossing, the Atlantic, I suppose, 
because he receives some compensation; but: here 
jls a permanent, sedentary slavery for life, under the 
name of apprenticeship, without any compensation, 
established by this liberating Aet of .our Legisla- 
ture; and the seat of this, new slavery is to Free- 
town, in the colony founded by the most benevolent 
men, on the most liberal plan : exalted as the freest 
spot on earthy to enlighten benighted Africa; and 
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<3isp1ay6d ta-'the world. ,fts the finest example 6t 
British liberty; and British, philanthropy ! ! ! 

But with s<n7ow I must d^lare, this substitute 
iot the slave trade, appears .evidently to have been 
a premeditated plan, well laid before the Act passed, 
from the interesting letter which your worthy Se- 
cretary, Mr. Macaulay, wrote to Governor Lndlam, 
dated London, 7tll of May, 1807 *. 



" You somewhat misconceive our ideas ii^ this 
" country on the subject of African slavery. 
" While the slave trade lasted, I certainly felt 
" very aveoe to giving any direct encouragement 
" to the; purchasing of slaves, with a view to the 
" benefit of tiieir labour for a certain ^ven period ; 
" but I always looked forward to the event of the 
"' Abolitioji, as removing many objections lo that 
" system." 

Thus the abolition Act is to give us slaves without 
purchase, by seizing them.frtHn our allies; and 
then the framers of this magical act (which is to 
free and enslave at the same moment), acknow- 
ledge, that they look forward to its removing many 
objections to our purchasing Africans, for the same 
avowed and specific purpose ourselves! As I view 

^ To be found wiib the others, as before directed. - > 
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lend consider (his whole plan^ the Act, the pfty^ 
meters^ and the manner in which it has been en« 
forced^ I am scarcely able to suppress the language 
ihat would express my sensations ; however, I must 
repeat what he says : '^ You somewhat misconceive 
*' our ideas in this country, on the subject of 
*^ African slavery." That is, we are the most 
abominable hypocrites on earth; proclaiming to 
the world, that from the finest feelings of justice 
and humanity, we are abolishing the slave trade ; 
yet, in the most surreptitious manner, we are 
determined to pursue it vigorously, and raise all 
tropical produce * by slaves, not in the Wedt Indies; 
but in Africa.] 

The West Indian planters and merchants suf- 
fered, and complained long since ; but when they 
perceive the authors of their calamity planning to' 
obtain plantations without purchase^ labourers with- 
out expense, territory from the Gambia to Angola^ 
and a monopoly of the exports and imports, 1 fear 
they will consider this an attempt at their inevi- 
table ruin. The army hping taken near three 
thousand of the finest slaves, may have retarded 
the benefit of this plan; but though dow, it will be 
sure. A peace will leave the captured negroes 
without diminution, or competition. The Brazil 
and Havannah produce will throw the West In- 
dian planters out of the foreign market ; and here 
will be an effort to undersell them in the home 



* Pans for boiling sugar were long since sent to Sierra iLeoac. 



maiiet. ' Bui this is too lar^ a Beld for ntV; I shall 
only remark,- that Prince Talleyrand, many years 
past, e'xphtined the advantages that would arise to 
Prance, by cultivating colonial produce in Africa ; 
though he did not I'ecoiitimend the confiscation of 
property, ttmt by a fiction might be turned to the 
very use whicj^.catised it to be confiscated. 

Sir, I lament being obliged to speak of myself ; 
but our relative situations with respect to'the slave . 
trade, and Sierra lieone, bfeitig the cause of this 
public address to you, it is necessary to shew what 
we have both done. What benefit has arisen, and 
then to pant out the best mode my humble efforts 
can devise, for insuring a secure, perfect, and uni- 
versal Abolition,' by which Africa may be raised 
from its dc^ftaded and besotted state, to its natural 
elevation ib the civilized world. 

It is evident that the objects you had in found- 
ing the cdMiy of Sierra Leone, have completely 
^ed. The dissipation of your funds proved the 
injudicioutoess of your trade; cultivation and civi- 
lization were iurt attempted. The native Chiefs * 
considered your servants as faithless and perfidious, 
your colony -was a wUderqess, your settlers-poor and 
dissatisfied, and the slave trade nurtured, until Mr. 
Thompson arrived as gevonor-j*. 

* Four most extraordinary letters in Arabic from those chiefs' 
to our universally beloved Sovereign, establishing this, and de. 
nominating the persons, are now in London, and translated. 

t The true state of Sierra Leone, in ISOi, will be cleat\v 
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The AHUtioa Act h«B (ntw&irred tbe slate tmie 
from Engliind to Fortugal anil Spain ; it has tiirown 
our cdoni^ back> aad adtaaeed the Brasils 
and Hatanmdi mom in lis yatra* than thirty had 
done befof e< Dd not kt it b^ aopposed^ that I 
would have had <;ha aia mA d^gradfttion of the rittve 
trade coii(tinvie ft(^ )ie aUadl^ to £^sgiand : ivhes 
justice immolates wealth on the sdtar of hamanity^ 
it 19 ap offering gmte6d to her benevolent 9picit y 
hut thia Aft.baa inar^y dimioiihed the anmber of 
fkTei c^orri^d from the cpMt; the Portugal and 
Spanish tmde hfP #o wonderfiliy iacarcasad^ that, 
Uie dil(<e^ncQ k inaigiiifioaint jiinea awa ymsk abo* 
huhed^ and what is wofae> it has angmeatad. th<» 
negroet^ smffering^ ia thot ^rana^AidaDtic poMage: 
the Brazil «hips are i^ot only fiUed ma^ imvMTci^ 
fally, baA the i^niarAf (ia gcaf^ral) fnaaa the ila« 
vannah^ fearful of our. cmtieiK9 f, fOaaie without imm,. 
and therefOTe^ for security^ stow iho%^ luoioffebding 
Betogl into tJi^ hokL \^^ himfpa: of Claal wood; 
aever opetiiug t\^. hatchwa|». mare ^aa mtnc^ a 
day^ to .^ifey food ji>> and deag )tha< dead aat. 
It \»^ thi^ljteio^lly a ^» that aeowiog: Ihitta witti 
iroM, WM mercy compared 4o eommittaig iteai tO' 

ateen from docnmcnts^swit to ijbe Sfflg^ Court <rf Ad^niiralty ty 
Go«wi«MrTh«iit{MHNi;.(»om iuf Ponip ei iAwi K c wMi Lord €as^ 
tkrea^h (then Secretary. «C St«le IJHr tkQ Crimes);- ifom the 
Protest of the Governor and Council against the Abolition Act ^ 
qftul th« $j»ti^ of appreoticeahipr trsasmiu^ for tk^ Frivy 
(^oiuncil r aod )a$%, from G^veraMj? Tk^apian^V meiamftl ^ iW 

<  App«Hdiitr^» ^ : 
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(ofibcjUioA, Vy eonfiM)neQJt fn &i bolct of tfaeif 
TCSieU ; f rpm wh^ncQ tb^y (aiwAi emerge to fresh 
air. until they arriTe at their finsl destination. 

- I do ifot conc«ive we aitt Qr^tt redunli&d from 
(be «in ^f this tpad^. A&iea, anct the AbotitJMi 
cfiMW; c^iM>t deriyi^ %ny adyftnta^ ^y our net 
otrryiog tJie fibve$ to th^ Wett Indies, to moke 
fojdien oi thtm tt>^^> if w^ nake siddiers (^ 
them ji^ Africa, f "^ ^s^ tnaaport titem ta th* 
West Indies; itov CM OUT buying tta.ve$ in 
Africa, and selling them in the West Indies; 
n seizing them in A-fricH^ Eihd employing them 
ttiere, ifndw t)\ei najfw pf a^pr entieev, on tk% 
«M9e4ahovr:for ltf<^ wi^^ p^y or nsvnvd, beqqfit 
ACriKa» or^ I»o9ii9t* Ab^lHioB. Certainly fewer n«- 
g^ws w»y Iw jearfwe^ by »8 iB this way than fiw- 
Wsiiy j hut I thin); jf ft peraw piudi^set a slave. 
a;n4 does not eipept q constMt wpply, he wiH be 
Tf)<9f^ likely U> tr^^t h^ slftv^ i*niantly, than th« 
persw ^0 obtei^A^ hm fiv nothing, a^id may ex- 
p^ a«upEdy 01} tM@ wine terau. 7110 numb^ 
SligH W 4iinwf9be^, bet tht cnui^ ^ be in^ 

Tbug, ^ )Cf4 AMitioa af sbrety MdiM to bare 
))««fi «} Jitttf sMVf^, And Che teoe o^^st of anfithi- 
iMWff tbe B^r« ^9de as Uttle prooMAed, a» the pro- 
inis^ of tte C^ni^ny or Institution for ferauner 
^tiiof;, pultivttmg, Wid ctvilizmg Aff ica, hare been, 
carried into effect. Yet I do not mean to lUtribute 
all this tx^ you, X ^9 f»*- ^&m t9 txhihit this as 
B 2 
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jfoUr brigihal intention. No; '' tHey have en-^ 
*' twined about the easy hearted man/ to htig hini 
*^ into snares." - 

Uninstmcted by those* in authority, unaided by 
the learned, and removed from thef pow6r of re-*- 
search, I put in force the few- ctf every nation; 
where it restrained the subject from the practice of 
thi& diabolical traffic ; because I* was convinced no 
nation would attempt to indiice England to encou-» 
rage, what her own laws hadfo^bidden. 
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Where the law of nations cotild tissist this great 
caiise^ of justice and hume^ity, I called it to my 
support, &nd to the Treaty of Portugal ^I pcke t!he' 
most liberal coristniction * ; satisfied that the Prhite 
Regent of Portugal, from his wise dfetenhindtion,- 
: benevolence, and love of justice, would - not claim 

mor^ dominion than he actually possessed, • For ther 
purpose of, increasing a trade hfe ha4 cbhisMered a 
disadvai^tage. , Therefore, when he Hd'cSclared'' his 
resolution to. confine his stibgects t& the^^oAiimons 
be actually possessed, arid gradually to abdB^h the 
trade, the highest compliment I could pay him, wad 
to support those beneficent declarations which he 
had bound himself to Great Britain to enforce. I 
did accordingly retrain his"undti1jful^ttbj^cts; and 
.whenever I found they had obtsiined slaves from any 
place not actually in the dominions of Portugal, I 
reliiived them of their illegitimate cargo. By these 

* Vide Appendix, ^Mo. 4; giv^n at length* 



neuis, I was prdvid^tiaHy the cause of llberatihg 
mbout two thousand five hundred innocent Africans, 
and delighted in the prospect of practically bene- 
fiting the AboUtion of slavery ; but my joy was 
qaickly turned to commiseration. The human be- 
ings passed free froon (he judicial authority, only to 
he subjugated anew ! Thus by the Act of Aboli- 
tion is tbe slave trade, restricted, but the slavery 
pnresbrained ; and by means of that Bill, supposed 
to be ytmr own formation, 1 may be said to have 
beoefiied the. cause, as little as yourself, 

Now, Sir, after twenty-seven years of injudi- 
cious exerti(«i, in the cause of Abolition, allow me to 
entreat of you to relinquish all ferther interference. 
Suffer it to rest with the noble Lord, into whose 
.cace,t|)e.,«x«i:iltiv& authority of this empire has in- 
.trus^d,i(s wmpletion, , 

Yo»r Secretary, in bis letter to Governor Lud- 
')afn,^qjready given), dated Looidon, 4th Nov. 1807, 
wysj, ";Lord Caidlareagb, with wbom our business 
.*' Bu^re umoedit^y lies, is good humoured and 
-*' cp)9|>lying ;■', and Mr, Wilberforce desires me to 
,add, "disposed from a point of honoi^r to da the 
;«^ utmpst^theAbolitioni^s." 

> Sorely tihere never was any person more drsr&- 
spectfuUy foii uo&irly treated by those defective 
Abolitionists, than this Nobleman ; who, in 1806,, 
declared " hjs ^■ooted abhorrence of (he slave trade ;" 
who, as Secretary for Forei^ AfiFairSj hag madtQ 



pei^vAl dkerliaM wilti the OMit of Brttil, mnA 
\iM itidAced nuuiy Eitropean Vownm to join thui 
gkHfiouB 6oiifed«rady ^gmml Afirtdaii skTeiy. 

As to Vrrnhtt, Hb Mort ChnstHiil Mi^My fiM 
d^cUffedbyTlnty*^ '' that he sgtMft with Mi Bri^ 
torinie Majeaty a9 to the pthrcipie of the slave 
tnoAe being rdpugntett to ndtitfal justice ; Aiat 
his snhjteis sliall not carry it M above fiyi y«ai^ ; 
that the store nierchant shall not impim of sett; 
'' but in the Mmy at thfe natioft 6f Mtnctk he is A 
subject ; and lastly^ that he will join his efibrts 
to induce etery Powese in GhnstotidOifr to ^teKaree 
such wk AbolitioA^ ks w91 eM%d it uaiir^Mlly t» 
cease iii five jreats/^- 
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WhaA £onld bci expeirted more from tbat^^gftneet 
and independent nation? In retuiH fot conquests 
restored on the Continent, she was to receive fitora 
Great Britaiii, sortie of her cofoniie^ iiv Afri«k,'Wd 
in the West Indies; ute werfe bourid to ' ti^Mt^ 
them unconditionally. She could <io<?-^f(irA<' aft 
exact notion how those Hsblohite weire ^if^m- 
stanced; and therefore tb placb hei' dfi fetii ^uaiity 
ytVh Portugal and Splan (whom we have {)isi'fml(^^ 
and do permit, to c&rry on the tradfe), lahdf ftflls fite 
years for her own subjects to trade to her own 
colonies, during which time she wiS itiake eVery 
eiertien to hdve it anrrenjally aMish^d. 

 Vide TreAtj iirlth France, 1SI4. 



Ctwld th« King; of Fnii«e, ia juiticA to hk ftib- 
jccts, teve d*ne iMreP la ibfe unsteady situation he 
irai then placed, duj^t we to have aiked more? 
And if he had pmc^utated hbnael^iBto a dadaratioft 
Sbt imnteditue AboUtioa, against the wi^es of hi* 
mil^ecu, vthat great l»enefit w^M Have followed f 
Theuniv^rMlcMMeittof tb^'CiVilized nations ef the 
world woald not have been instantly obtained^ as 
tiM ht« decHion «f Cot^oss hae demonstraM- 
Portqgftland Spain: would haveoontinued and in- 
lU'tese^ their trade in {tropertien, and Fendered the 
^ilaothfopy <€ tVancc, as aJaortive as they hav^ 
vvedettA the Ab^ien Act of Gvmt Bi-itain ,- they 
would have eapplied t^ FVen^ cc^iHiies, adding 
cruelty to captivity; and ftom being pertinaciously 
tttivctoiri, voM. tiave defeated every hUmane e£<- 
'entoi. • 

CeEkdhfy, ufiboundod applsuse Wotdd have aC^ 
ttidied t» the n^ticialfir, if the Abolition of the 
tlave tmde had. been included in the Treaty; and 
Ijbtd CoMlenagh must be ^ive U> national ap- 
^la^ae,- therefore Fame ^on« would have been a 
MffifiMM iuceMive to hia utitioet exertion in the 
«ft«K: but every diepastionata person will allow, 
(hM hk LM-dthtp ceuid noi, though he would, have 
obtained more from France ; he ought not, if he 
toM, have ihaken the seat, on which we hadjugt 
placed the Monarch ; for it would not firmly and 
permanently hat« established universal Abolition, 
tiuMgh it loight haVe renewed the eelamittes <K 
Samp*, Wi^out ending the miseries of Africa. 
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Had his Lordship been decried ; had the appro* 
bation he received fipr the treaty been diminished by 
bis fair opponents^ it might have been natural ; 
but to be blovm upoaby those who are the constant 
.supporters of every. Adinin)stj:a;(ioft/ at the moment 
be was Is^bouring for th^ir Dwn measures^ was as little 
4^onsistent iq. them^ {is injurious to. his liordship. 



But this is not all ; every thin^ deserving pra&e 
is to' be attributed to others: Lord Castterea^h en* 
deayoured to acquire information conoerawg the 
windward coast. A very intelligent inercbuiinti ia 
the city supplied the material^ His X^mlsbip 
communicated with the Duke of W^Uipg^^ and 
obtained from the Fr<ench Monarch a grand con- 
cession^ ^' that his Majesty's, subjects fid^^uld 
'^ not trade ifor slaves. North of Cape FormOfia-'' 
Immediately an extract of a letter ajppears^.jin fnr 
newspapers;, (as from Mr, WilherfOrce to afri^)^ 
|, 1 stating^ that he (Mr, W) had receiv,ed i^ letter. f^^POi 

l I the Ehike of Wellington, informing hirn^fthfttTJlis 

Grace had obtained this desirable reliifgois^iiient 
pf the coast ; as if .Mr, Wilberfprce €^4<, the 
gcdls^nt Duke had achieved all this, \^ithout the 
concurrence, advice, or assiststfice of Lojfd C^tle- 
reagh. I write from the Paper, and the effect it 
carried i» my apprehension at the, mpnpient. I am 
no eulogist '' as Brutus is ;" but \f m state the truth, 
though it m?ty s^ppear panegyric ; ,foj when truth 
is panegyric, it ought not to. be withheld. The 
Itble Statesman, into whose hands this great cause is 
intrusted, ha? done well ; very well. Let not those^ 
who pretend to be Abolitioni^s, retard his efforts by 
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4etraetion. I hope all . true Abolitiohists Trill eo- 

courage, by doing justice; will incite, byacknow- 
ledgment ; and stimulate, by praise! His Lordship 
will then (for it is human nature) be still more zea- 
ioufily inde^igaUe in this glorious Cause. 

When Ute French Monarch finds Saint Doming* 
inviucible, the necessity for a great.supply of slaves 
will cease ; apd he will be more inclined to gratify 
his benevolent wishes, and perhaps yield some por- 
tidn oS; fhestipulated period. Lord Castlereagh and 
jthe renowned Dufee will watch every favourable mo- 
ment'fer'such k happy occurrence, and secure every 
praeti<iable' advantage- 

W*fhaye"h&d a fair exposition of the Treaty with 
PoM;ti|aF;'biil' I have no doubt Lord Oastlereagh 
Witt dtftisi'da-H more profoundly, and enforce the 
lib*nflmfention&"of the Prince Regent ctf Portugal 
nwtet'stWtHy^ 'When the Prince removes from 5ie 
Braztb{th«U^h al present he appears to have deferred 
it), Kis gbbd wlahes may with safety be carried &]ly 
into eftect ; and t am satisfied Lord Castlereagh, as 
Minister fer Foreign Affairs, will, on the part of 
Grfeaf Britain (with the aid of France), insist, that 
the gradiial' Abolition, which Portugal pledged her- 
«elf to commence in February, 1810, should be 
completed ih 1819 ; and an Abolition of the alave 
trade commanded by that iiatioQ. 

Spain becomes now the only nation to humanize, 
^he baa few colonies to supply, and no dominioas ia 
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Ikfrka to bring ^ves from ; therefore sbe hu le«« 
aoM to complain of mtriction, than even Poi> 
Vifptl ; ytA flfae has never been restrained by Treaty, 
lor eren by the faaxard of an exprestion of feeling 
n favour of Africa. But the Royal Liceoie, per- 
nitting the subjects of Spain to carry on the slave 
rade, vrill expire in the year 1816 ; and a renewal 
tf that Ijcense^ I hope Lord Caatlereagh, by di>- 
'ection of the Prince R^ent of England, will make 
rrery possible exertion to prevent. We have up- 
idd Spain u a nation, becaoae we sapposed her 
traggling tot freedom; yet, at that very time, 
»p«in iraa depreuing Africa, by dragging addv- 
ional thousands of her sons into slavery. 

The Royal Licease is never renewed, but under a 
epresentation from the colonies that a fresh wpply 
if negrofig is required. Cuba is the only place of 
:oMe(]aepce, and I cwiceive she has been amply 
todted, except b&t tttyr fitrms ; and if the trade 
lever vnt» to end until ev«y spot of n«w ground 
na cultivated, it must continue to eternity. There^ 
ore the first point is novr, to conciliate the prinr 
dpal persons at the Havannab. Some " bona 
' fide" Spanish poverty has, I fear, been con- 
lemned, and the Spaniofds in general at the Ha- 
tinnah are much incensed. They have coih 
inually o^eted our efforts with the Cortes, with 
he Monarchs in Spain, and lately they sent even 
the Congress at Vienna, to prevent any inter- 
efence in lifcvour of the AboUtion. 1 by no means 
k«we.ver dei^ir of their good (^ces yet in thit 
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gMfti e&iiEe. Let M9, (by Antftiibl« Mtttettitiitt,) 
restore the full ftmouiit of what they are justly en*^ 
titled to ; we may then more peremptorily request 
justice for Africa; and I think a renewal of the 
Bdyal I^tftse hetver trlfl be demanded, if the Ha- 
Vannah merchantii are satisiied : on them it solely 
depends, and by them we flwty peaceably obtain an 
AboKtion Oh the part of Spam. Our justice Wilt 
produce their liberality. I do hot speAk on stir- 
mise, it is worth the trial; fot though Spain may 
for a Vttle hug the chains of despotism and super- 
fitition, she Will cease to forge fetters for AfViea.- 

But that part of the Treaty mth Prance whici 
should have received unbounded praise, is passed 
over. The great point to obtain. Is tohave ihi* 
tiuflidt in human beings universaily declatedto ht 
ti vielation of the law rf nature a.nd nations, ^he 
det^hriinathm of Frtmce to aid and assiM ih thU, 
the noU^ Lord has obtained ; and fbr so ddln^hfe 
hak deserved igre^ praise : and this apf^eiira the de- 
cided opinion of the African tbstitatlon, fdr ib 
page tth of iftfr eighth Report we are informed, 
** the Directors have leng been persuaded that att 
•* that can be eflfected in inducing particular States 
" to renouhde the trafflck in slaves, however im- 
•* poirtant in itself, will produce but a very partial 
" benefit to Africa, unless, on the conclusion of a 
" general peace, that renunciation should become 
** general, and be adopted as apart of the stand- 
" ing poHey tf the great cornnoiiwieaUh of 
f £un>pe." ' 
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Nothing can be more true than this ; and any 
person will naturally ask^ why you^ and your 
friends^ who have always wished to have the ina- 
pagement of every thing connected with Abolition j» 
did not unremittingly labour to have the slave trade 
pronounced a violation of the law of nature and 
nations by the European . Powers . assembled* in 
Congress ? To obtain such a declaration from those 
wise and enlightened Sovereigns^ could not havc^ 
been difficult; yet I never heard that any attempt 
bad been made to call forth such a declaration with 
any probability of success^ because no solid foun-* 
dation was laid for such a demand^ by proving the 
frade to be repugnant to the principles of the law 
(of nature. Suppose you had prevailed op th^t un« 
paralleled Civilian, Sjr William ScoW;^. to ky his 
great mii^d to the sul^ect ? suppose you hs^ induced 
)Bttch an incpmpai^ble lawyer as Sir )YilliaJ9;i,Qrant^ 
tQ hw^ §pv^n his assistance in drawing up. a re- 
inonstrance against . the slave trade ; ^proyipg thiip 
jjM^itement to war^ this destruction of all domestic 
comf^rtf^ this severing of every social tfe^ ^xkd this 
l>arter of hnmi^nity for a roll of tob^cco^ to be con- 
trary to the law of nature and nations*? and that 
you had <;au9ed such a diplomatic document to have 
been distributed and (enforced. at this all-powerful 
Congress ; must not the effect haye been such as 
pie most deyoted abolitionist could have desired i 

About si^ty years since^ four of our great mest 
replied to a Prussian Manifesto against th^ right of 
search ; it was termed the '^ unanswerable ai^svf er/' 
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fend carried conviction thr'oughont the world ; yet 
that was founded on' political justice ; this ajgiimeni 
on Divine truth; for the law of nations is built on 
the uiiehing' rules" of justice, which unchangeably 
direct every law, human or Divinfe, for individual 
man, or collective empire ; it is founded oh the 
law of nature, directed by the law of God.' Our 
Saviour says, " We shoUld do urtto others, as we 
" Would they should do unto us." Puffendorf de-^ 
finfes the law of nature, " to be the great rule pre- 
" scribed by our Saviour, of doing to men,' 
"as we would be done by." Hobbs proves it 
thi^ ; ^ The rule to try the law of nature by is this ; 
" whenevfer' you are going' to commit' any act 
" agAihst'any JiersOn, suppose yourself ih the placd 
"of thai pe^n, ' aiid act by him as in similar 
" tirtArihstkhces you Would wish him to act by 
" yiM.**" Ifiihive traders would follow this rfile, th« 
trade-woUia -perish by an act 6f suicide I  '  ■' 

Cifcero, ih his beautiful fragment, considei^ the 
laW of nature bnd nations the same: 'Gi^ius de- 
fines thi " Lex Nature to be just coifiseqrfettces, 
" dtewri- frbm natural principles ;" arfd tlie "Jus 
" Gentium to be the universal consetit of tlatjona 
^ to those principles." " ' 

Vattel defines the law of nations " to be a just 
** and rationsd application of the'law of ftatlir'e to 
*' the affairs and conduct of nations." 

It is indisputably allowed, that the slave trade is. 
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• violation of jii9ti$e^ humanity^ and the first prin-> 
ciplcjs of universal J uraprudence ; t)ms )t cannpt 1^^ 
9iipport^ by that law which in built op natural 
ynitice, and founded on Divine precept; wouI4 
«gt thi9 TObject, enforced by the pQwejfol ftrgu- 
meptGf of such pre-eminent men 93 I hav^ nien- 
tionied^ hava been irresistible? they would hi^v^ 
Ulumiped, they wpuld ha;ire cpnvincedi and like the 
divuie rod of Aaron, have dispersed the ii^rpent^ of 

the nwf icians. .Why wa^ not 9uch a r^jpoiutrajice 
obtuned and disparted? 

I think it might have been effected wilii 9$ much 
ca»e ♦, at as Uttl? expenoe, and perhaps miffht bave 
rendered as much service to the cauae, as IVEr. 
Wilberfporce'3 letter tp Prince TaJJeyrand. Yejt it 
isrill be reiterated, that t\m all-iwtructive «pisl^ is 
fhi^TaJisiman ''tp appal the s^liyj set ir^ the f/ree/'. 
and insure universal Abplitiiwi. 

I jshadder at the sia^te we jo^e n9w plvnge^i in. 
This i)ye«tion, I learn, Im been diwKised irom 
the Con^m* without an argummt heiag dl^ed 
in iu favour. Sp^in m^ Pprtwfal re^iited the in. 
terferenee of tbo^e mighty .Sovereigns with this 

subject, because '' they* did not interfere wMh i\m 
'' territorial divisions in Europe/' (I write from 

jjeneral rspttrt) Surely tbif was mt » iwflfejent 
Twaon tP ipdvoe those powerfoj PeteAtales to ra^ 

• Eighth Report Account, " paid for a large number of Mr. 
WiJ^rfQrce's l-cttcr ,0^ i^p sl^ve t;*^ie, ^. 4^, .^^'^ 
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Iniquish their dnty^ for Vattei kys it down, 
(Prelim. 13,) '' That tlie oi)|ect of tke great so- 
*y ciety, established by nature between aU vmlaaM, 
^ is the interchange of mutual a69H<aiiee im fteir 
^^ improvement ; and the first general law Aat wis 
^ discover in the very olyect of the society of na^ 
^' tions, is that each individual naiioR m bavmd to 
^ contribute every thmg m her pomm* to ths hap^ 
^^ pifm»s 4md perfection of all the others.** 
Did not this iaW concluttvely bind tbrai toiot^em 
and contribute to the happiness and perfee<»ofi of 
Africa? The same greal author informs %», tha( 
the Mcood geneml law k, *^ That every nalim 
^ shouid be left to the peaceable enjoyuwnt of 
^ that liberty, which she inherits from natwev'* 
No one can deny tiittt the alave trade destroya 
the pMMaide enjoyment of Wberty; isuf^ the 
Som^igns in Congress dlooid have imperativelf 
iaid^ '^ We are in duty bound io (tnter iaio ^ia 
^ question; we lure assembled for the preseinrft<* 
'' tiioA o¥ other nations ; to seeuro th^n fiPMi min^ 
'' coMrftmte to ^letrperfectien^ render then j«^ 
^ ovrsehetj and to use all pnoper mtdMWurs that 
"^ 8U€bjaiBticebeunx¥arsaUyd«qpemed'' 

Such is the sound principle those mighty Monarchy 
would have declared^i and could teve mp/^fted 
their determinatsM by the higtoit AitWiigr- 
Vattd^ writing cm Hie 4bity of natitfw, <b. % Hr i) 
skj%, ^' No oae nation should hinder another &Ma 
'^ attaining the and ^ mil society^ or rMder her 
^ ineapaUe oi attidiiaig it; which f^Mmi priii<* 
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ciple forbids nations to practise any eiril nianOBtf^ 
vres tending to create disturbances in another 
state^ to foment discord^ to corrupt its people; to 
raise enemieSi or deprive it of natural advan^^ 
tages." The slave trade surely creates all those 
evils; Then they might have concluded; '^ the 
^' learned Grotius (de Jure^ B. and P. L. 3nd.C.20.) 
asserts^ that a Sovereign may justly take up arms 
to chastise nations ivhich are guilty ci enormous 
transgfessions against the law of nature:'' and 
thus^ from their general conduct^ I am authorized 
in saying they would have replied^ had they been 
ably incited by a learned and eloquent remonitrance 
addressed to them when assembled on the great 
bendi of justice^ declaring and enforcing the law 
of nature and nations^ for the prosperity^ protec- 
tion^ and happiness of mankind. A dictum^ that 
the slave tirade was contrary to the law of nature 
and natioiui^ would have iswed; those merciless 
miscraants that avaricioojdy persevere in it^ might 
then have been seized on in their true chaxactery 
'^ hostes humaai generis/' and annihiiated : but in 
truth I enmot any vi^ere discover^ an eiort decla- 
ratory of a sinc^e dfltermination to have^is trade 
exterminated!!! 



The bte decision of Congren^ now ultimately 
leaves t^ oompletion of this question with Lord 
Castlereagh; who I hope, will cease to communicate 
privately with those pilferers of his popularity;, 
from which I anticipate the most fevourable result : 
far although we have lost the opportunity of catch;; 
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iqig the; coUective concurrence of the Sovereigas.of 
Europe, yet we may obtain their individual acquies- 
cence to establish this trafiick in feUow-creatares, 
a violation of the law of God, of Nature, and of Na- 
tions. France has pledged herself to aid and assist' 
Great Britain in the completion of this great work,, 
lovely in the contemplation of Gtod and man ; th@; 
finest feelings of this empire will be gratified; 
and the Statesman under the crown of England, 
who shall be (he instrument in obtaining this fid- 
filment of our wishes, by his zeal^ his wisdom, his. 
benevolence, and perseverance, will deservedly 
enjoy, the Christian's' blessing/ and the Negro's 
prayer. 

Ihave said Sir, I would rejoice to see you resign 
the prominent part you have eo unsuccessfully taken, 
in abolishing the shive trade ; becaase I am satisr 
lied it i^ now placed in as able and zealous a pereon's 
^rection,*as could have been selected. Let him only 
be fanned by a little of the same popular breatb, that 
hi^ so long kept alive your exertions, and every 
desirable object will be accomplished in fire years ; 
though for five and twenty, in the blaze of popu- 
larity, nothing beneficial was eflected by you. 

But you proclaim your desire, that " Africa 
" should be cultivated, and civiUzed; commerce 
" with England esteWiBhed, and the -arts intro- 
" duced." As I have said before, 'you have a 
strong and rich party, that go together naturally ; 
for their olgect is power, and their means, the force 
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of cfmMfiAited iiumben. To support, and[ be sopfw 
I , ported, is the bond of union. The Societies yoa 

I ' lead, are rich, and would be rieher, if their fund* 

tvere not uselessly lavished, for private advancement^ 
blandishment, or emokiment ; yet if you will forwarndl 
jTOur prafessed objects, you can still render great be« 
neiit to Africa. Present annually the native Chiefs^ 
who have relinqutshed the slave trade, with some^ 
tiling useful or contributary to their comfort. It 19 
but Justice ; for if the Chief loses his comforts by 
the exertions of Englaad, he may naturally look 
to England for some compensation ; until other 

I sources are opened, from whence he can attain n 

* supply, give him implements of agriculture, and. 
the instruments used by mechanics ; you may 
quickly observe to what good use they will be 
turned; give a few articles for common use, and 

'f] some thing for luxury, as tobacco, bafts, beads^ a 

iittle rum, a little powder and shQt, and a few 

l[ fowling pieces. The Chieftains may then begin 

\ to think the white men honest, and really desurous 

to befriend them ; though at present they have no 
/ such belief; while we are useful, th^y will have 

intercourse, and when friendly they will have con- 

. j fidence : having obtained this foundation, you may 

J I safely send persons to instruct the rising genera* 

; I tion. Thus you raise the superstructure ; establish 

a market for the natural productions of the country, 
and the superfluities of labour ; then you will soon 

f:> convince every Potentate on that continent, how 

much more valuable it is, to employ Ae hands of their 
fellow-creatures, than to barter their bodies. After 
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ly^ mnSAmt^ k ohUatied, th^y Will court you into 
the interior ; as you contribute to their comforts and 
l^tifications^ thby irill give you their *ommerce 
attd wealth; thete will be a reciprocity of commer^ 
tiol advantages^ now biiti^ under sfuspicioh ; ' and 
when you infuse kiioWledge inta the children, the 
next generation will imbibe the principles of justice, 
and the precepts of religion. Thus you will at 
l^gth &cilitaie civilizdti4)n^ and increase the hap- 
jj^iness of Africa; white you ^kkignkiit trade/ and 
{K>ur wealth into th^kp of England. - ' 

On this siil^ect I c6nld enlarge with jrfeasure ; 
point emt the Ohiefi, and the places on' the coast, 
(the patronage of which you wished* tb possess) 
from the Gambia; to Angola; but I am exhausted; 
fearful that few wh6 read this Will completely under* 
•tslnd it, because few are convetisant with the west 
cdast of Africa, the slave trade, the Abolition Acts, 
ihe Company and African Institution Reports, or 
the deplorable state of Sierra Leone. I would 
labour to render the entire subject perspicuous, 
but the bo^ur o^ my departure may l^ at hand, and 
the moment to procure ihvestigatiofii must not be 
lost. 

I have no time for condensation ; not even for 
sufficient correction. All I could do privately, t 
hitve done ; but ray eiertions were vain. I wrote 
to you from Africa ; I spoke to yojj here ; Mr. Ailen 
persuaded you to eafl me before a Cbmmfttee of the 
African Institution, which I found to be made up 
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of the select friends of the party^ and a few disia^ 
terested and amiable^ but timid men. I expected 
nothings and was not disappointed. They consid^ 
ered^ it wou)d be dangerous to impeach the manage*^ 
ment^ curtail the patrona^c^ or contract the mer- 
cantile interest/ of an old directing servant and 
friend. 
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l|; . You then importuned me, lintil I promised to^ 

make written remarks on your Reports, ' which \ 
assured you were '^ delusive and fallacious from 
^' beginning to end/' I complied with your re- 
quest, and satisfied you I said nothing, that I w6^Id 
not vnrite ; or that I would write nothings I could no^ 
prove; for I eonduded my Introduction thus, '' I 
'^ only request, in- return for the trouble I have 
'^ taken, • that if I have said, or have written any 
^ *' thing on which a doubt can hang, that I may be. 

called on for £aa:ther proof, and it shall be imme- 
diately given/' Yet in private it was whispered 
there was no proof of what \ had said, or written, 
though I offered it; and though I caused to bcf 
\\ brought before you, three of the oldest, most intel- 

|5j ligent, most respectable, and most independent 

' gentlemen, you yourselves ever sent to the colony i 

for Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Vanneck, and Mr. Nichol, 
were all servants to the Sierra Leone C<^»pany, 
* and afterwards, held Considerable offices under the 

crown. But every thing beneficial to Sierra Leone, 
to Africa, or to England, to support your own pro- 
fessions or pron^ses, to ejq>ose tlie defalcation of 
\ funds, or the aggrandizement of individuals, was^ to 
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be prohibited ; every sacrifice was to be made to con- 
cealment; no inquiry to be instituted^ no attention 
paid to any representation; lest exposure should 
tear the pillars from under the Temple pf Promise, 
.^nd the fame of (he yery elders p^r^h in the ruins. 

1 was misrepresented^ lest my representations 
jshould have been attended to^ or consultation^ or 
reference lead to disclosure. .This appeal was my 
'^ dernier resort;*' I embraced it; and have written 
most rapidly the foregoing pages/ in sickness and 
anxiety ; while every energy bf my mind was enfee- 
bled by oppression ^.nd finnpy^nce.. But J aju 
released from a weight of responsibility and care.; 
I have discharged a* great duty; and my mind 
is relieved; with pleasure I look on these sheets 
"however defective ; and deliver them to the publick, 
with the determination of a man^ that has laboured 
to do well ; and I hope with a spirit^ that depression 
could not make pusfllanimous^ nor eleyation arro- 
gant. 

I have the honor to be. 

Sir, * 

Your most obedient^ humble servant, 

ROBERT THORPE. 

^OLET PLACE, 
f^^ 1, 1815. 
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FOSTSCRIPT, 



Since writing the foregoing; pa^ges^ ithasgivipQ 
me great pleasure to leam^ that the Secretary of 
State^ (actively alive jto the call of justice and huma^ 
nity) has alreacly relieved the unfortunate Messrs, 
Brodie/Cbok, and Dunbar, from the misery of coo- 
linement in the Hulks ; the Lords of the Treasury 
and other Public Departments will soon perceive 
the foetid fountain from whence they have heretor 
fore derived their information concerning this mi#^ 
chievously managed colony of Sierra lieope;, rajpa;-. 
city will then be restrained and persecution chasr 
tised, l)ut when the period arrives for the healing 
balm of retribution to flow from the King in Council, 
and His Majesty's Courts qf Law, ^ there will be a 
*' death unto sin, and a aew birth unto righteous- 
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No. I. 

' . • ... . . » 

Petition from the Kova Scotia Settlers, to th^ 
Directors of the Sierra Lwn^ Company,, in 
.1793, 



" THAT your Petitiottcrs aref sensible of, and 
'^ diankfui for, the good ifftended, by sending tbem fh>m 
^^ Nova Scotia to this country ; and, in return, assnre tlie 
^ Directors, they are well inclined to assbt the Company*^ 
^ tiews all in their power. 



u 



That they are grieved beyond expressbn to be forced lo 
^ compiain «f hardships atid bppressions loaded on them by 
** the Managers of the Colony, which, they are persnaded, 
^* the Directors are ^norant of. 



a 



That the promises made by the Company's Agents, in 
^' Nova Stotia, were preferable to any ever hdd out to them 
*^ before ; tukl, trusting (he performanee <ii them, (with the 
'' Almighty's assistance, and their own industiy,) would better 
^ tbeir condition, induced them to migrate here. That 
^ none of those promises hate been itilfflkd, and it has been 
^ iilf immted to <h«pi) that Mr. C3tiriL^d<m had not Mtlipri^ 
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^* for making any, they (berefqre beg to be infonned, whe** 
*' ther such is the case or not^ and that the Directprs will 



I <€ 



point out on what footbg they are considered. 



^' That health and life is valuable and uQcertam ; that not- 
! ^ withstanding they bd>our under the misfortune of waatii^ 

\ '' education^ their feelings are equally acute with those of 

I ** white men^ and they have as great an anxiety to lay a 

'' foundation for their children'-s freedom and happiness a« 
*^ any humsm beings can possess. That they believe the 
I ^^ Directors wish to make them happy^ and that they think 

I ^ their sufferings are prin^ips^ly due to the conduct of the 

** 0)mpany's Agents here^ which, they suppose^ have beeq 
partially reprejsjented to the Directory 
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^' That Mr. Clarksou had promised^ in Nova Scotia^ 
" among other things, they should be supplied with every 
^* necessary of life^ from the Company's stores^ at a moderate 

'/' advance of ten per cent, on the priine cost and charges. 
'' That while Mr. Clarksou remained in the Colony, they 

. '^ paid no more : but since then, they Jiave be^n charged 
** upwards of a hundred per cent. . Thfit they would not 
'^ grumble even at that, if the worst of goods were not sold, 
'' and paltry advantages taken of them, particularly in the 
'' article pf rum* That they had known, by Mr. Dawes's 
'^ order, several puncheons filled up with thirty gallons of 
*[ water each ; jfid cvf n, though thus reduced, sold to them 
^' at a more extravagant pfice t^jau they had ever paid 
<* before* 



1 1 , '' That th^ T)n]y piean? they h^ve of acquiring thosft g9od8, 

^' is ^y labouring in the Company's service; and even this 

" they are deprived of, at the whim of Mr. Dawes, or any 

^/ other gentleman ia oipSce, which they consider ^> pi^odi- 

gious hardship, as it is the only resource whereby they can 

provide bread for their faoiilies. 'l^'hat^ qut of mere pique. 
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^ several have been discharged from aervice^f and not per^ 
^' niitted> even with their little savings, to purchase provisiqn^ 
f^ from the Company's store*house^ the oply one here. 

" That Mr. Clarkson informed them before he sailed for 
f^ England, the Company had been mistaken in the quantity 
^f of land they supposed themselves possessed of, and iii 
^' consequence only one fifth-part of \i'hat was originally 
ff promised them (the petitioners) could be at present per- 
'^ formed ; which quantity the surveyor would deliver them 
'^ in a fortnight at farthest, but tjiey should have the remain* 
^* der at a future time« 

^ That they should have been satisfied had they got one* 
'^ fifth of their proportion in good land, time enough to have 
** prepaied a crop for the ensuing year, but the rains are now 
S' con^menced, and the surveyor has not finished laying out 
f^ the small allotments, whif:h he might haye done h^td he 
f^ not relinquished th^ wprk i|s soon as Mr. Clarkson sailed; 
/' and the greater part of those he has surveyed are so mQun* 
'^ tainous, barren, and rocky, thftt it w|ll b^ impossible ever 
f' to obtain a living from theii). 

'' We will wait patiently until we hear from you, because 
i* we are persuaded you will do us justice; and if your Ho* 
f ' nours will inquire into our sufi*eriugs, compassionate us,* 
/' and grant us the privileges we feel entitled to from Mr. 
f^ Clarkson's proipises, we will continually ofi!er up our 
f' prayers for you^ and endeavour to impress on the minds 
f' of our children the most lasting sense of gratitude/* 
^c. ^c. 
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No. II. 



'^ PORTUGUESE SIJIVE TRADE. 



^* CbjBy of the Vtnth Article af the Treaty of 
^' WiijeitMhip and Altianee between His Brj^ 
•" tANKiv Mjjjsstt and Hi$ Royal Highness 
*' Tjets Princs Regent of Portugal^ signed 
\ '' at Rio de Janeiro the I9th ofFehrimry 1810; 

'^ and published by Authority. 

« 

^' ' His Roy«l Highness the Prince Regent of Portugal^ 
*^ being Mly convincetl of the injustice and impolicy of the 
^ Shtve Trade, ^nd of the great disadvantages which arise 
^ from the neccssrily of introducing and continually renew- 
^ kig a foreign and fectitious population for the purpose of 
^' hbourand industry wilhinbis South Anaerican dominions^ 
^' has resolved to co-operate with His Britannic Mnjesty iu 
^ tfie cause at hunuinity and justice, by adopting the most 
^ efSeacioMS itiifaM for bringing about vt, gradual Abolttiou 
** of the Slave Trade IJirou^out the whole of bis dominions. 
^ AtA acttifttbd by this principle. His Royal Highness the 
^ Pfiftce Regent of Portugal engages that his subjects shall 
^ not \it pftnfiittfed to carry on the Slave Trade on any part 
'' ^die Co«i^t of Afrkti, not actually belonging to His Royal 
'' Highness's dominions, in which that trade has been dts. 
'^ continued and abandoned by the Powers and States of 
'^ Europe, which formerly traded there ; reserving, however, 
*^ to his own subjects the right of purchasing and trading in 
^' slaves within the African dominions of the Crown of Por* 
*' tugal. It is^ however, to be distinctly understood^ that the 
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*^ 8tipi^tioi|s of die preset article %x% wA. to be oottuctered 

^^ as iuvalidatii^ or o^rwise affeotiiig die t^t^ of the 

^J CrowB of Portugal Co the tenitori^ of Cabioda and Mo«» 

f' lembo (which rights have formerly been ^lientiofied by dm 

^' Government of f raoce)^ nor as lumting or restrawtog the 

^' commerce of Ajuda and other ports in Africa (8ilii»te4 

^^ upon the coast commonly called in the Portuguese Ian? 

^* guage^ the Co^ia de Mir^q), belonging to or claimed by tb^ 

^< Crown of Portugal : His Royal Highness the. Prince Re- 

f^ gent of Po<ti:^aI being resolved |iot to resign nor forego 

'^ bis just and legitimati^ pretensions thereto^ nor the rights 

'f of his subjects to trade with those places^ exactly in tb^ 

'^ some m^nnpr iis they have hitherto done.' 



f4 



Extract jT9m Me F^ ^tide of the TrtcAy ojf 
*^ Amity^ Oorrm^&rce^ and Sftwi^atton, between 
^^ the ^S&oe tontra^tin^ Parties ; signed . (^ 
^ above, . . 



*^ ^ In order to avodd . any diffNreoces or iriiisunderBtaBdiitg 
^^ with respect to the regul^^tiiMis which mmgr respelrtively «ot^ 
^' stitute a British or Porluguese vessdj die high ooMmcting 
'^ partiea agree in declaring^ thtftdU ytoseki buikin dw do^ 
^^ minions of his Britannic Majesty^ and owned^ navigated^ 
♦' and registered according to the laws of Great Britain^ 
'^ shall be considered as British vessels. And that all ships 
^* or vessels built in the countries belonging to his Royal 
<' Highness the Prince Regent of Porti^l, or in any of 
them : or ships^ taken by any of the shipis or vessels of war 
belonging to the Portuguese Government, or any of the in- 
'' habitants of the dominions of his Royal Highness the Prince 
^^ Regent of Portugal, having commissions or letters of marque 
'^ and reprisal from the Government of Portugal, and con- 
^' djemn^d as lawful prize in any Court of Admiralty of the said 






^ PortDgaese Ooveramentj and owned by tfie subjects of bi^ 
^ Rojal Highness the Prince Regent of Portugal^ or any of 
'* them, and whereof the master and diree-fourths of the ma^ 
^< rinersj at least, are subjects of his Royal Highness the 
^ Prince Regent of Portugal : shall be considered as Porti^^ 
^ guese vessels/ 



* » 



^Tere follows the Commen^ari/, qn th^e Articlea^ 

by the J^rican Institution: 



^* From these extracts, it appears, that no Portuguese Slav^ 
** Trade is lawful which is carried on at any part of the coast 
^ of Africa, not actually under the dominion of the Crown of 
*^ Portugal ; ajid that therefore all vesseb traiding contrary to 
^^ this stipulation are liable to seizure. It further, appeiars^ 
*^ that to give any vessel a title to the protection of the Por- 
** tuguese flag in carrying on even this limited traffic in slaves^ 
'' it is necessary that she should either be built in the domi- 
*^ nions of Portugal, or condemned as prize in a Poi'tuguese 
^' Court of Admiralty ; and that in either of these cases she 
^' should be owned by a Porti^[uese subject or subjects, and 
'^ that her master and three- fourths of her crew should als<^ 
^' be Portuguese subjects.'* 
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Copy of Lord Castlereagh's Instructions to ike 
'* Lords of the Admiralty respecting Portuguese 
, . '' Slave Ships, 

. , *' Foreign Office, May 6, 1813. 

^' Mj Lords^ 

'' In consideration of cottiplaints reeeiyed 
'^ from the Government of Portugal, respecting certain 
^* seizures of Portuguese ships employed in carrying Slaves 
'^ from the coast of Africa, I am commanded by his Royal 
'* Highness the Prince Regent^ to desire that your Lord- 
^^ ships will be pleased to instruct his Majesty's cruizers not 
*^ to molest Portuguese ships cariying Slaves bona fide <>iir 
^* the account and risk of Portuguese subjects, from ports^ 
*' of Africa belonging to the crown of Portugal, to the 
*' Braiils :' but; by this instruction it is by no means intended 
'^ that vessels, as hereafter described, should not be broi^ht 
^' in for adjudication, viz. : 

'' 
J. ^' A Portuguese ship bound from a Portuguese port, inr 
'' Africa, with a cargo of Slaves to any port not subject tof 
'* the Prince Regent of Portugal. 

' 2* '^ Any Portuguese skip bound to, or having taken her 
" departure with a cargo of Slaves from, any port in Africa, 
*^ not under the dominion of the crown of Portugal. 



a 






3. '' Any Portuguese ship, the property on board of which, 
being a cargo of Slaves, is other than Portuguese. 

4. '' Any ship whatever, laden with Slaves, wherein the 
ship or the Slaves are in whole, or in part, the property of 
a British subject, or of a citizen of the United States. 
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ariicle continues^ '^ reserving however to his own subjects tii^ 
*' right of purchasing and trading in slaves within the domi*- 
** nions of tlie Crown of I^ortugal :** and after this reserva-^ 
tion^ wherever there is a spot on the coast of Africa, 
i(botit which a doubt could be started as td his dominionffi 
the Prince Regent stipulates, that his right shall not be dis- 
puted ; and then he claims Cabinda, Molembo, Ajuda, the 
CostA dfk Miniij or any part of Africa, td which the Ctoivn 
of Portugal has any prttensions ; and the article concluded 
thus: '^ His Royal Highness being resolved not to resign,. 
'^ or forego, hb just and legitimate pretensions ; not the right 
'^ of his subjects to trade with those places, as they had 
'f formerly done ;" thus the last part directly contradicts the 
intention declared in the first: because Portugal claims, 
the whole coast by gift from the Pope; such being the foun* 
dation of this title, her pretensions. are not to be disputed) 
- 1 nor the right of her subjects to trade, in consequence of those 

"J: pretensions ; and lastly, in confirmation of the Crown's pre*. 

i (ensiops, and the subject's right, the Royal passports issiie^ 

(in general), extend the leave to trade over the whole coast 
of Africa. It is evident then, if we attend to this contra* 
dictory article, it must be from considering its intention, as 
declared in its commencement ; and in that way I shall ex- 
amine it. The Prince Regent of Portugal, having bound 
himself by this Treaty to confine bis subjects to the slave 
trade from the dominions of ihe Crown of Portugal, we have 
i, to consideF where his real dominions on the coast of Africa 

{[ do exist ; and as I have assiduously investigated this subject, 

i my information may perhaps be useful. At Molembo, not 

a vestige proclaims tliat the Portuguese. ever hadanypos« 
sessions there y nor do the natives aUow they ever had. At 
Cabinda, there remain a few stones, to mark the spot where' 
a Fort might once have stood, in possession of the Portu<^ 
guese ; but the native Chiefs maintain, they were only suf-« 
|'|; fered to be there for trade, without any claim to dominionr. 

At Ajuda, they have a flag-staff and factory^ for the posessioa 
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o/wTiicb-they pay tbe King of Dahoiny ;' fliis wilF not corf- 
fltitute dominiofi ;. and in no other place oti the Costa da 
Mina have they a twig to mark a semblance^ even of former 
residence ; nor would the Sovereign Powers on the coast 
^Itow; that the Portuguese Crown had a foot of dominion in 
'any of thoiseiplUces 'iiientiotied in this article of the treaty : 
but on the Continent, near' the isle of Biss^ao, they have a 
-(Small posseissionj and so small it is, that although Bissao 
only exports about, seven hundred slaves a year,^ yet those 
feW'tbey are obliged to obtain from the Bajugas, or the native 
Chiefs around them. At Ajuda, they obtain their slaves froni 
^e King of Dahomy ; from Onim, Logos, Papo, Porto- 
'Novo> 8cc. &c. by canoes chiefly. At Cabinda, they are 
supplied from Loango, Adibri2, and the Congo, also by 
-canoes ; and at the istands of Princest and Saint Thomas 
i(being^ at a distance from the Continent), they are supplied 
by small vessels - from the rivers Gabony Boney, Calabar, 
&c,-&c*-' 

' It can be positiveFy proved, thatibe Prince Regent of Por- 
tugal does not actually possess any dominions in Africa, cx- 
tcept at Saint Pauls de Loanda, Novo Rodunda, and at Saint 
Philip's Benquila ; therefore, udder this Treaty, his subjects 
iQan iairly carry slave* only from those places ; for it is the 
poorest sophism- to argue, that they export their slaves from 
their own dominions, because their ships anchor at Princes, 
Samt Thomas, Ajuda, or Cabinda, when the slaves purchased 
from the native Chiefs on the Continent^ are only removed 
into those ships by canoes, or small sloops, from dominions 
to which Portugal has no claim, and over which she never 
exercised any control. 

Between latitude eight and twelve. South of the Equator, 
the Prince Regent of Portugal has those extensive dominions 
from Saint Paul's to Saint Philip's, where also he has forts, 
forces, custom houses, and! executive governments ; and to 
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does the treity oonfioe hur sulyecii' to tniAb^ 
fordjf it is a tufficient spflce far mcHrcenaiy mio, la exlcii4 
power of entailing on lubdiied owb interauoeble sbvery« 



The last pomt to be conridered it^ that bjf this Jreatjr tto 
Regent binds himself gradually to abolish this nefturiouf 
trade) whereas^ bis subjects have rapidly increased it efer 
since the Treaty was s^hed. There is a Custom house at 
St. Paul's di Loanda, and at St. Philip's Benquilat where 
small duties are paid } therefore it can be ascertained what 
immber is eiqported from Africa to the Brazils^ wb^n 
the trade is properly confined to those phtcee ; it clol also 
be known what number, is received al the Brizils; because 
their law ^ directs a royal, duty thercj and the Passports 
could regulate the number that shoald be exported and mt^ 
ported^ by specifying in the body of the Passport, how nisiiy 
the ship for which it is given shall be allowed to cany. At 
the same time our Court may justly insiat, that an, annusd 
diminution of the number should be enforced nnder the 
control of the Passports, according lo the sptfit of the 
Treaty : for it is but justice to demand^ not only a gradual 
dimbution ; but that also^ as for five years^ they huve unfairly 
increased their trade, so^ now they should diminish in a 
proportion adequate to the increase they have so filithlessly 
obtained. This will be sufficient for the presents 
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imitations U ffie JV&*^i t^efa ^ ike Ajrkdti 
' ' ' * imtttution/* 

• ■*■ 

^' 1st. A quantity of water casks wholly disproportioned 
*^ to the ordinary consumption of the ihip*s Crew^ and caii 
^' only be wanting for a living cargo. 

^* £d. A quantity of provrsionsj as rice or beans^ likewise filr 
^ exceeding the wants of the crew. This> however^ is not 
*^ a necessary criterion^ because it happens in many <:ase8^ 
'^ that rice^ instead of being taken from England^ is pur* 
*' chased on the coast^ for the pUrpose of feeding the slaves. 

'^ 3rd. Barricadoes atid Bulk-heads to confine the slaves^ 
^' either erected^ or prepared with a view to future erec« 
*' tion. 
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4th. Small tubs for messing the slaves^ Commonly 
called Mess Kitts> in the proportion of one for every eight 
^' or ten slaves. 
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5th. Chains and fetters for the slaves ; though thestf 
^' may have been shipped under the general name of iron* 
^' mongery> and put up in casks till wanted for use^ in ordeif 
*^ to avoid suspicion. 



'' 6th. Mam-deck gratings^ used almost exclusively onboard 
skye ships. It generally happens^ that> to escape detect 
** tLOVk, these are boarded over at top^ so as not to be visible 
*^ to a person standing on the deck ; but the fraud may be 
^' discovered by holding up a light beneath the dech^ as theti 
the gratings will be seen. 
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^ Where any of these circumstaoces are found to exist and 
especially where all are found to exists a strong ground of 
suspicion is furnished ; -such a ground as would justify 
the Captain of a man of war in pursuing his investigation 
ftrther. Jndeed;^ were th^ att to be found united^ it is 
apprehended that there would be no room to hesitate 
about detaining the vessel.'* 
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thought proper te bring against me shonld prore 
to have their foundation in truth, I must be ad* 
mitted to be utterly unworthy of such an asso* 
ciation. I canoot. therefore, but feel solicitous 
to convince your Royal Highness that those 
charges are false and calumnious ; and to this 
object my present address will be confined. I 
leave to other and abler hands the defence of 
the Sierra Leone Compatiy ^ and the Africad 
Institution. 

Some of Dr. Thorpe^s allegations lie affects 
to support by extracts from letters of my own. 
It may b^ proper ta explaiii \% what manner 
tlKM^ letters bef»Mn« a^oe^pible t^ him. WbeO; 
Mr- TboinpAon siMce^ed Mn Ludlam in tjb« 
govfrnmeot oi Sierra Ij^qo^ the ]»ti^t gentler 
mfifi i^ft UeMft^ bi9» if) tbe Gov«jrimieat Houi«|. 
tlie h^9Jw w4 pap«i;s ^ the S^rra Leone Cowr 
pAPXi u well afi a great mess pi his Qym, |)rjv4t* 
paperSf whieb he intesded aft^irw«r4s to r^m^v^^ 
Mr. TfaM9psoiit however, wb^n appilied to, «i^ 
pmnoi hii detffniiii^ioii to retain them iA bis 
htods ^M piiblte papers,"' The £^)iowiiig in t^ 
copy of the Minute of Council ^h^b W/M. 

tMiw»i(ted ta Mr. LwUan pn this oqo^pv 






^ Tbtf Governor reporled tibat be believed it^ 
tube ofimpaftance tbak tbeorigiiMb of. c«c^ 
tiu pi^ff^ left in Uw Cowwil H^nnh 4s publii^ 
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subjects without reserve, came into the hands 

of persons who have shewn that tbey were dis-> 

posed to the utmost of their power to use them 

to my prejudice. 

t What particular parts of m j correspondence 

r with Mr. Ludlam were thus submitted to the 

} eye of Mr. Thompson, and, through him, to that 

: of Dr. Thorpe, I have had no means of knowings 

Mr. Ludlam having died on the coast of Africa^ 
except from the specipiens which Dr. Thorpe 
has given to the public. If, however, as .1 
strongly suspect, there were found among^them 
, . j letters in which I communioated to Mr. Ludlam 

my view of the characters. of these gentlemen^ 
it will be less difficult to account for the hostility 
which both have shewn me. In a private and 
confidential letter of mine to Mr. Ludlam, dated 
12th March, 1808, and which I doubt not was 
comprehended in the above sweeping reso- 
|. {' lution, were some > remarks respecting . Mr. 

\ Thompson, which it is unnecessary to repeat. 

These were followed by a paragraph, iii which 
Mr. Thorpe's appointment is notified. » 1* Of 
Thorpe," I observe, " who is likely to go out 
as Judge, I have still less knowledge -than of 
Thompson. His appointment rests wholly 
with the Secretary of State, and he is a, stranger 
to all of us. He quarrelled with the Governor 
pf Upper Canada; and though he might be r jgbt, 



and the Governor wrong, yet he did not shew 
much moderation in his conduct on the occa- 
sion. This is sospicious/' Again : ^' I should 
fear he might prove a little hot-headed. Hf 
professes to be friendly to our objects^ but he 
is in utter ignorance of the whole subject^ of 
Africa. On the whole, I do not feel at ease 
as^to^hisi appointment/' : ^ 

In a subsequent letter I observed of Dr. 
Thorpe : 'VHe is, as I hejieve, a man of some 
talents ; but I fear he is not of the calmest and 
mildest temper in theworld. He caused so 
SDuch.trouble in Upper Canada, where be acted 
asaJudge, that it was found necessary td re- 
move him from his situation; There is ^pme 
danger j therefore, oi^ his proving perverse or 
wrong-headed." . . 

Whether these letters, or others which 
I may have written in the/ same strain, an4 
of whidi I have retained no copies, : were 
among ( ^hpse of ^ which Mr. Thompson took 
pos^$sjon» an4 were communicated by him, on 
bis return to England, ag interesting documents^ 
to his friend Dr. Thorpe, I can only conjectures 
But if they were,, then I the less wonder at the 
tone, of bitterness in which Dr. Thorpe has 
nniformly mentioned my name, and' at his 
eagerness to impute to me, however improbably, 
the basest and most flagitious motives for ,aU 
Ib;tye done, or attempted to do, for Africa. 
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Whf th0r» $i0(h my refuMt t^ eonpljr nrlth tlM 
earnest application of Dr. Thorpe, for the l^aa 
of a sum of money, hat had any iaiuence on 
liis feelings towards me, is, of course^ beet 
known to himself* 
Still, however, had it pleased Dr. Thorpe tA 

I quote my sentiments fairly, as they appear fa 

the letters to which he had access, it WH>ttld 

I have been impossible for him, eren for a iiagle 

.{ moment, to have excited a donbt in the mind 

of the most uninformed reader as to my reml 
Views and intentions. He produces^ for example^ 
" at p. 47 of his pamphlet, an extract frohd one 6f 
my letters, as proof that I had formed a settled 
purpose of estabUshing slavery at Srerrci Leone. 
It is only necessary to give the c^mtexl, in order 
to obviate such an imputation. 
That letter was written in reply te one from 

>; Mr. Ludlam, in which be expressed his regret 

fhat I should have made up my mkind i^ainM 

^ the exptdi^ncy of any general plan for redeem*^ 

ing Afi^cans from slavery, with a view to their 
being placed under British protection in Sierra 
Leone, and there enjoying the nreans of cirvili^ 
iiation and improvement. Tbe whole of the 
fetter, which has any reference to the subject^ 
is as follows : 
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'< London, Ist Msy, laot. 

' ^My dear Sir, 

^ Your letters by ttte (joshai*k afifr^d' yes^ 



^ 



ter4iKy^. ;' A vessel of the AndersoiiB', which i» 
sttM>ut to $aU from Portsmouth^ gives me the 
Opportunity of replying to them. . The vessel 
is the Polly. 

'* 2. To the duplicates of my letters hy the 
Aupi uow, I trusty half way at least on her voy- 
age to Sierra Leone» I refer you for information 
iA wh9^ passed previous to the Idth of April 
in this country^ which had any relation to the 
Colony. I will proceed with the account from 
that time. 

** 3. The Sierra Leone Transfer Bill ha4 
made its unresisted progress through its diffe- 
Mut stages in the ^ouse of Commons^ and had 
been read a second tiqie in the House of Lord^ 
ain4 would, without doubts have passed without 
any opposition, when most unexpectedly, on 
the til7th of April, a prorogation of Parliament 
took place, which has since issued in its disso- 
lution* This occaiSions a most unfortunate and 
unlooked-for suspension of the transfer. Par- 
Hamea^ holvever, fu^embles again on the &Sd 
Junej, when not a day shall be loi^ in reviving 
the Bill, and carrying it through all its stages.^ 
No ioresight could have anticipated the cause$i 
of dei«(y wliiich have Arisen in this measure. 

*^4< In the newspaper of the 17th ApriUyoit 
vitf; fM a detailed aqcount of the formatioA of 
4l» A^p«% |«stit«(iQi». T\» 4i$9Qlnt|on of 
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^ Parliament has necessarily drawn Mr« 

force* and many of the most respectable sup-* 
^. porters of the Institution, from London^ and 

* will therefore occasion a postponement of the 

^ meeting appointed for the 12th inst, to ar dis- 

tant day. In the mean time, we are proceed- 
ing in arranging out* plans, and framin^gour 
regulations. No doubt can be entertained of our 
receiving most extensive patronage and sup- 
port. The Duke of Gloucester, and many dis- 
tinguished Noblemen, have taken up the subject 
t of African Civilization with great zeal, and 

: i[ seem determined to devotee not merely theif^ 

I iti9ney, and the inflnence of their names, but 

'- "^ their time and thoughts to the promotion of it.' 

If ' * 

;* \ " 5. I will now proceed to notice your last 

letters. 

^' There cannot be the slightest doubt, that 

all those who had promises of land from the 

Company, previous to the transfer being eflfect*^ 

ed, must be considered as comprized in the 

I general agreement entered into by. Govern-^ 

ment to confirm all the rights of property 
already acquired in the Colony. If grants were 
actually made out for all lands promised to the 
settlers, it would doubtless be a meads of ob- 
viating future difficulties and disputes.^ ^Yfet if 
this be not practicable, a clear and intelligible 
minute on the subject, recording the nature an< 
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•* LmkImi, May Mi, U6A. 



*' J enclose tbe firrt rude ootlioe of a Memoir, 
vhich I have been projecting, . on a subject 
which has been often discussed by ns. I m^n 
to complete it by filling up tbe ouUioe, as far- 
a0 I have gone, and also by adding some con- 
siderations relative to the advantages of the plan, 
wd the various objections to which it is/liable« 
I-am not willing, however, to allow thisop'*: 
portunity to pass without calling your atten-% 
tion to the subject, however crude and uncon- 
Cjocted my ideas on it m^y prove to be. I mean, 
to submit it, when finished, to the Directors of 
the African Institution, who will be very anxious 
to have your sentiments. upon it. You ami Mn 
Dawes will of course consider how far it will be 
proper to propose any such plan ipyour Re*' 
port to Government, or at all to > advert t.o it. 
It obviously would be advisable, if the plan 
were proposed, that it should be proposed with 
all its guards and limitations; so as to prevent 
its partial adoption— the adoption, I mean, of 
tbe general proposition as to ransoming Sl^v^s, 
without those regulations which would ensure 
its beneficial tendency with respect to the 
Africans; whose benefit, I confess^ I am disposed 
to make the main, I had aloiost said tl^ cxclu:-^ 
«w, object". 



Tkfttp^ Mips^lf,) in 1787, «ol)|^t«4 «Bwr^ l^lffc 
^^. 9f . ttie Slack: i>oor iii toB^fm, 9^*k W«*t 
t^em |(> forga i^ 9j$ttl<a)mj»i9l 4t $^jr». ^9%e, 1)|& 
4r«>r»pi«Mi published. *f^ «ljor* %«l^h pfi<»»* 
p<W»«! 9f(fii}»tioD« (nntil l^f ttfi? $Ml bfi. bjjjhl 
]{$lDed)Lf«r the int^n<le4 5ftttlewsnXq^tUe.<3^faj^ 
«4,Mti\^" . Tbe copy «owt l»Bfftrfi ip^^ i^. t^t^ 

tliMifdjAipn, pcinM in i|0«) kj AildFiAalkfttt 

Streets In that w.qrkt «>jrwhickn)«iiy.«(^i«|inm^ 
«(!9» tp Sierw JUopf?, tierft ifl * QhAptf^^e^gi^ 
•; ft«4^p\ption. from Slwwry*!*, ft. Hyn, fi9nki 

t%ie Sem^ipent, tl^J ajl^feg^R siiril.l3»..4«!eW9A 
/SK.'JSi'PP^.ag tfeey^ntor. it» ?9; ^l»M. nq.pipijj^/fc 
c*P. »?e$aiq, or s^U» qr efflplgy, a,.f/>?j»f w?i.tlVH| 

%:l^««W^P.of the pettkm§ftt.. yfik*,WP CftQ.W 
||» JPRroprij^ty 19 prpvMiqft %.in^ap^.o!fi^liSl 

conditiod of a short iimit^,s^pi/((y^^ 9^f%\9Bt 
Tff-fntiq^ OF: in4e»|yred.'. ^efH^n^,. pjpai5i^4r^at 
ti^g jictna} prices givgnipf, rje4pqi{dii9i\.<>AB.l^ 
suffici^tly autfeigntififtteijp ti)»K . nP . va^m mOi 
h^ r«pai4, Qxc^pt^ p^rhapfc «. lM9iV^^iV«$8^ 
not exceeding ten per cent. by. ru»gL.<dritit«blik 
for advancing the price; and provided also 
that the said limited seroki of the contract be 



qpKiib'syi} »^vt> IIP iwofpl*- ^q»HvirterHi to tli> m 

4llAl)||]5.p&l^ng,bu)ii in pos^fvwpi?; of fbPftrtifHI 
l9i^«n(.494<^ $ft^ii98:^8>iFfff)?J4^VW !W^iL.^ 

«* Suppose the reiilti99l«fMv^fF4^iOM9t.9^9PU 
«|Mfc|li» .ptWIldkli. (AiJ^jii^<2MiA»«^ if <4)^a4|he 

^i wy tp . uriMuoik. Hie}.<>fiMt)»^. wi^!»)0ppp8f^. ti^ 

]i|jM»ri«fi«K:l) 4Mtr^ta8fifiA»« eti$ia^^^(|n^<,^ 
4funi»cb)te « Ji«^^. yejmffln ^y^ %^\<^mui 

ai uk.f%uiN4wti&riM^jmrjo^iw»^-i%fQHi,lo%^ 

lusoteoted l«Kbvwitbfti9r9d«^i«itio4iitfimrM 
•^(tiif ,pii|«l«9Ki «|«xfteQi£^1ifitb«at4^qMil^ 
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itrin amoiibt, ift 3 10 working days per annvm 
(fifty- two Sundays and three holidays being de* 
ducted for the reasons already mentioned un^ 
der the head of Free Labour)^ will amount, I 
say, to 38K 15s.; out of whicb^ after paying 
101. the price of redemption, and 10 per cent; 
for tibe advance of money, viz. II. more, there 
^iH remain in the public Exchequer (towarda 
* Supplying food and necessaries to thef lal>ourbr» 
till 'be can provide for himself, and. for risk 
of loss by sickness or death) the sum of S7i. I5s« 
the surplus of which, if the redeemed person 
Bves and does welF, becomes the property of the 
pnblie, in which he himself enjoys alt equal share 
of profit; so that the purchase of a slave, un« 
dfer sb'-eijirftable a regulation,^ will be really 
and truly a redfehaption from slavery -to a state 
df'fteedbtnarfd pr6t^ti0nw''^ i ; 

*" ^^ ad^is the folloWiil^£^V«|^ati«M with re^pM^ 
fb the pi^f^nf^ who itftght thus contract to give 
Iheli service' for^ a limited time i and of tbese^ 
ft' Wrir bel se^n' ^t 1 have freely availed myset£ 
a') m ^ j)^ ) isehrifefef ' eveii: of ibdentured servaatt 
•ball b^ strictly . limited^ ^vik no p^Yson to be 
bbund'ibr k longer term' than five years after. 
Ihe' age ' of ^twenty-one, or of seven years i£ 
i \ b^und after tb^age< of fourteen years, or of ten: 

^ ' 1 ywcs' iir boutidt a&r^ the age ol eieveQ yeats.' 



fSh of H IM irir i^hlltevtff tb^t»ln> hh irhilt ebfts^^ 

tared strangers* brought by them into ttftf ii'&t^ 
IMIWn^ felttM to bUfged'te n^(«t«l> thttsiiid 1n- 

IRe lo#«Mllt]^ Whetd he Hvto, C«fdtb«r #itl» tb« 
tmss^t^WkiAk^ta^i on th»^peM«y «f a I'd 

lAjrS* MM«ir fMf <fv&j M(M fshhkrtf her^n j 
aM bs' fKkll tt(f 60ti^- ut: (kMlti«t ft-^>M tMtf 
liAitidd' ff nl«0(f ihdcAtttrea sev«^tfj< liK tbtf lAtti«> 

Your Royal Highness #il1 p0r««i«ie; thsee tMI 
ilroMteni^tn(nr< j^itltoied' At> pl«M of red^^tbn 
#kKMf& a#j^ 4odM Mb^birt)^ the' l^ft«fi^)«l 
W m t f gi a f^W #<rf<^ if ^a» Kl^y tt»^>rddd6ef; 
iMiitll«t«h»^ 0»«it MRK^ lY^ itt <SV\f^tA liw ik 
■6sSllMiMiiM& Hadl it i»Hrbdett for the tingle 
dl|litittta .i«4iiMl,4ilfA»e>«ridl0Ked'MfeiiA>ivI Hsive 
jfWt«l flHP (d»^ ib any Nit <tf objebttotts;' I 
MolM IMI*^ cdHttui^ii' w^h IriM Sliai^ Bttt 
IMfM>bbj«litiol|flkM^«IWaytt')aii^rednv ttie^tffc 
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tion of the plan, even though it had been saoo* 
tioned by the venerated authority 6f 'Mr. 
Sharp. When the Slave Trade was at length 
abolished, I thought it due to Africa, that the 
subject should undergo a thorough disbussibn; 
It was brought with that view before the I>irec- 
tors, and received with my concurrence ^ AecW 
sion in the negative. Had I even had any doubt, 
as to the propriety of this decision, 1 shoUlSd 
willingly have sacrificed- it fo the concurrent 
voice of so many wise and benevoleftt ttieT*. 

I certainly am not solicitous to exeulp&te 
myself from the charge of speculative efrtfr O* 
this pdint. I am williAg to give up my jxidlf^ 
ment' to the severest animadversions of BVi 
Thorpe. I am only desirous/ of sheWiiig ibat I 
am not fairly chargeable with unfriendly viewif 
towards Africa, or with any low and srordkl 
|>urpose, in havit^ mooted this great question. 
I will, therefore, quit the subject with remark- 
ing, that however some persons may choos^ to 
confounU such a pIlEtn with slavery, {a o6nfusi6n 
of ideas, however, which was hardly -toHbeiex-t 
peeled iti one bearing the title of Judg^)ithei-e 
is probably no lover of- freedom, ndr friend of 
the hu^ari kind, who would not rejoice toivlt^ 
iieds it^adbptioh in oar West-India islands^ atiit 
who would not consider it as laying the foJra^ 
dati^n there of rational liberty, civiliiiation. 



't 



and happioesa. Can that system which . vre 
should hail in the West Indies with exultation, as 
being indeed a redemption from the compli- 
cated miseries of our colonial bondage, deserve 
to be stigmatized as cruelty^ injustice, and hy- 
pocrisy, when applied to the Slaves of African 
chieftains? Dr. Thorpe tells us that the Slaves 
of White men are better taken care of than the 
Slaves of Black men (p. 21.) He would not, 
then, perhaps deny, that the condition of the 
latter, whom he describesas treated with "seve- 
rity by the black chiefs," and as " often in 
danger of starvation," would be benefited by 
being redeemed from such a slavery, and placed 
under the protection of British law, admini- 
stered in afree colony by such ajudge.as him- 
self, even although they should have to work, as 
apprentices or indentured servants for a limited 
time, in order to furnish the means of their own 
redemption. 

. On another private letter of mine, dated the 
fi6th Feb. 1807, Dr. Thorpe (p. 38.) endeavours 
to ground a charge of ambition and rapacity. 
The best reply to this charge is to lay before 
your Royal Highness the whole of the letter 
from which Dr. Thorpe has chosen to extract 
three or four lines. Your Royal Highness will 
find it annexed *. 

* Appendix II. 
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tertaihed it. It is a wish which L am not 
ashamed of having formed; and whtch> not- 
withstanding Dr. Thorpe's pamphlet, nine** 
tenths of the friends of African improvement 
would rejoice to see realized. 
I do not know wh^t idea of base and sordid 
1 advantage Dc* Thorpe may attach to the grar 

4 tuitous [>erformance of the duties which would 

be involved in such an appointment I. nei« 
titer saw then» nor do I now, any reward to 
which such functionaries could look for their 
various and large sacrifices, their loss of time^ 
their labour, and their thought, and for all 
their anxieties and responsibilities, unless it 
were the consciousness of being the ministers 
of civilization and happiness to millions of their 
fellowrcreatures. 

There remains, however, to be noticed, a 
third letter of mine, inserted by Dr. Thorpe at 
p. 3 J. It is one which w^s endorsed ^^(Te/, 
and which in the very first line bears the cha^^ 
racter of a private and confidential comma- 
iiiication. What right either Mr. Thompson or 
Dr. Thorpe had to. give publicity to this letter, 
I pr,etend.not to cKplain, 1 accept it, however, 
as UQ mean testimony in my favour, that, pos? 
sessed as they have been qf the mass of nxy 
private correspondence with a friend towards 



mhoVk.l had no resexws,; tkfe should b.e the 
only letter which it would suit their hostile pur- 
pose to give entire to the puWic. . . . ^ . : 

The triumphfint ruftnuerj iuiwhich t^is loiter 
ba3 been brought fojrwardi and the; Uboi^x 
which has been employied to convert it to, an 
invidious use» proves either that ,Dr. Thorpe 
was scantily furnished with.eveji colourable 
eyidence to. support his oharges>.or that he' 
possesses liomemode of understanding language 
peculiar to himself. . 

. A copy, of the letter itself is anne^d> as it 
stands in uiy letter book *. . . 

Had this letter been published by me, I adout 
that I should have been greatly to blane in 
publishing it. I wrote what itbontainswith the 
same unreserved confidence withiwhichil should 
have communicated to the same person, in pru 
)^ate conversation, my undisguised sentiments 
of men and things. 

Both Lord Castlereagh and Mr. Cooke know 
the world too well to suppose, ^that,, in such 
confidential intercourse, their conduct and 
views, as well as those of public men generally, 
are not freely canvassed. And to put a <;a8e 
in point, neither of these gentlemen would be 
very willing that publicity should be given to 

whatever observations, they might happen id 

> 

• Appendix IV, 



mdke to each other in the nnlimited confidence 
of their private intercoarse, (a confidence^ how- 
ever, which cannot be more unlimited and un- 
reserved^ than that which subsisted between 
myself, and my lamented friend Mr. Ludlam), 
on the character and proceedings of other per- 
sons, of Mr. Wilberforce, for example, or even 
of their own coUeajgues in ofiice. 

I cannot by any means admits that consider- 
ing the relation in which we stood to each 
other> I did wrong in communicating to Mr. 
Ludlam, my genuine and undisguised senti- 
ments of the persons with whom he was thence- 
forward, as Governor of Sierra Leone, to be 
officially connected. I regret, indeed, that those 
sentiments should have been published, but 
having been published without any fault of 
mine, I do not retract them. — Mr. Cooke has 
too manly a mind ever to shrink from avowing 
his opinions j and he certainly bad from the 
first, informed me, that he did not concur in 
those views of Abolition, and African civili- 
zation, to which I and my friends were at- 
tached. — And Lord Castlereagh will not be 
surprised, if before nine months had passed 
i^ince he had vigorously opposed the Abolition. 
Act, in the House of Commons ; and long before 
we had witnessed those efforts of iiis talents and 
zeal in that cause, which I, for one, contemplate 
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with the most cordial satisfaction^ I should have 
given him less credit for an anxious and wakeful 
attention to this subject, than he may have been 
entitled to claim. My letter was written in 
1807: it is. read in 18 Id. 

Dr. Thorpe, represents it as a conclusive proof 
of my flagrant disrespect towards his Majesty's 
Government, that. I should have thus expressed 
myself: ^' I have no doubt, that Government 
will be disposed to adopt almost any plan which 
we may propose to them with respect to Africa^ 
provided we will oply save them the trouble of 
thinking/* 

I certainly, believed, that the members of his 
Majesty's Government, were sincere in their wish 
to benefit Africa. But knowing how much they 
were engrossed by the great variety of objects, to 
which tlMi^ir attention must of necessity be di- 
rected, I cannot think, that it was disrespectful 
to them to suppose, that they could not give 
much time and thought to this new and large 
question. And it surely was paying them no 
ill compliment to suppose, that they would be 
inclined to adopt the suggestlons.of those who, 
as they well knew, had already devoted much 
time. and thought to the. consideration, of it, 
and were deeply interested for the. welfare of 
Africa. 

Let it be always remembered, and surely the 



f4 

rjecotlection is material^ that these words wiere 
not meant for the public eye. But it is the 
circumstance alone of their being submitted 
to the public eye, which can give to them eren 
the slightest semblance of disrespect. 

But my real meaning in this passage may be 
best illustrated by facts. This letter* gives, 
somewhat flippantly I admit, the theory: but 
what was the practice ? This would best appear 
from the series of letters which I actually did 
address to his Majesty's Ministers on the sub- 
ject of African improvement; but as this would 
form too bulky a communication, I must coti- 
tent myself with referring your Royal Highness 
to the annexed specimen of them*. 

One of these letters was addressed to Lord 
Castlereagh, on the 8th May, .1807, about sin 
weeks after the act abolishing the Slave Trade 
had received the Royal assent. No one who 
reads that letter will accuse me of having been 
temiss in calling the attention of his Majesty's 
Governkhent to the general subject of Africa^ 
or of having been sparing of my suggestions. 

These letters will sufficiently explain to your 
Royal Highness what was t^e nature of my in^ 
tercoxirse with his Majesty's Government, and 
What was the real practical meaning 6f the para* 
graph which has excited so much animadversion. 

 Appendix y. n. VII. VIII, 



1 

I 



I t 



) 



4' 

r 

'4 



ii 
f 

I) 

SI 



I 



I 

> 



I- 

,f 

I 



7 



Dep^ntn^t: " It did smoi io ine^ tlidfefcr^ 
itnportatit Aatlshoti A limtio him the neb^t^yv 
if he would ndt injure the dsMlse he hitdtit beiaM'^ 
bf heftig cautiow and meft^nrad 'm his cMnm4- 
nicationa. Befiidies tbi^, J had juit reoeiitred 
from hvsa a tetter which is anaexed^ dated VUk 
ApiHi 1«0?^ ' . . ' : 

IfMrodiieetbis letteri because it can nbw. d4 
tid^Ub^m to prodaoe it. Btit 'wi}l any manf wh» 
fairly; cbnsiders^ Che tendency/ of'tnany ofitbi 
haiity^ though very able and ingenioiift speoii- 
lations whreh ibeontaims, teirtnve to'My,4bati| 
would have^ b^ea desirable that such- a tetter 
shbtildi at that tjm^, hav^ been addreMedltKieitbef 
f a ** Secret enemy^ or ** a 1 nl^warm^ frteri*** dF 

!' the da«ge f Many of those speculiftiofis 'ha^ 

 

been falsified by the event ; and- i& was my 
opiflion at th^^ time, that, they wbhld-bei so fal^ 
sified. But it IB by no nieans clean to tiyev that 

^1 they might not have been reali^ed^ Had^tbeyi 

iti swclh^ f&Ttni and under ^<k^ M^h^H'ity/'jbtind 
tfa^ip Ws(y 'to hostile hands; Was it theA^ iifis^ 

[ sonable in me, to suggest to ISfe, Ludi^Ha, trot 

fb diisidoutage the exertions of^ benevoleho^by 
i^tich diibi6us dil;cttssibns a& bare b6w been^ laiidi 
before youif Royal'Highness 5 or to hint;: that 
l^ose tvhd did tiotlcnow the reasoning add 'spe- 



^AiiFn^iP^ 



i7 
Milati^a'turA' of Aiy friend's Hiiwf wbbld Mglird 
tbe iaHsesB " deij^mte wfaen he eiebied te 
doQbtt" a^ dn!t, in stcch a ci^s^ ^ liis formid- 
able 'tB^imoDymt^bt be coDirertei to a very 
iidvHse parpoiei" 

SAtivbyihouid I have ttrg«d Mr: L«dlahl 
tbtettieorgtoof infoTimXitiby or to stiggest 
measaret, which I myself Was t)erbi^s eqkiaHy. 
oapaUfeioCilaKigf Foi' ae^erel plaih ahd obi 
^wr radtfoDs. He i)Kkl aa i&fficAt' aitti&tiotit 
ifdidiloti He had rMided id Afriiettfoptbepre^ 
nkditig^i^ yiAfs, which 1 bad "bot*: aw) be^ 
ni£» Unas being' 4d tbaspat, htj \TeilId Bd ^le 
lofuWwh tlie ibobt valid f€«8drtB.;fl»d th«'-h^#i 

«ii^iicft'Tnisiiip(»drt'bf bid.^ufgeitiiatl».' In^dif, 
4tt Alftlban sbhjeGt3,ah'oSeifil cohit^tiBfcktibttj 
Writtofi w Affica^ vtm iUf nu>r« Jikiely to' boni^ 
jMttd«tteii«ioCf't^dQ ab ^:8tr»'OffifciaCt:<namdQii' 
tHaioS'i^ri«tei>'m^*£t^laQdi .. i 



I bare thut explained, I hope to the satisfttdtloh 
«ly«ur Atiyal kighbeft, alt that is tftMerial in 
ita-ahAfgwWhtcfcQr.TfadirpehtKithcnight proper 
«t>iibhlDe hgaiatt »y ohMaititer^ bftbawise it is.ati in 

Mp^rt «f #hiob heaSdntidti a tittlti «f eridetKe. 
^taOfhn ftoftfr^ li^etth^lfiiisj hrlUfiy to ad- 
^FlIO bis.daiet' ehilt^s ft^d kis'mbdtitfbs whli^ 

t^em-myt^u^m^i^yi bo#eV» ii«Mfp^(Mte4l 
1lWtr^«iiy<bet.]»y'«K^8KgiLMl4tt«kfalft kSffrtWf. 



1. Dr;Th#rpe affirms, .thiifc '' the tnide W 
secured to their maoagiog Secretary/'-*-! ^ii^ 
fiwer^ that no step was ever taken by any one 
individual member of the Board of Directors^ 
either of the Sierra Leone Company or of 
the African. InstitutioQt or by either of l^iese 
Boards^ in their collective capacity, or by b^oth 
jdintly, either directly or indirectly, .to secure 
ta mf! .the. trade of thf Colony, or et^en to pro* 
iQQte that trade in any way. When thet Sierrn 
L^one Cotnpany. had ceased to trade to the 
Cqldvyj *Jr than felt^ myself fully at tibeirtjr>to 
export, goods thithpr. I asked, no p^rmiasiioo 
to that effect.;. I. solicited no help ; I employed 
sny pwn capit^s^l ; and tp this day I havene^er 
made the smallest eflFprt. to interest a single iiim, 
dividual in this cpuntry, wlvether connieoted .or 
not with the Sierra Leone Company, or; ^.with 
the African Institution, or with the i Gpv»*rn)- 
ment, in the promotion of my commercial 
yiQw;9. . . '• i»: • ...'./; ' • ..>,.! 

. ; 3. , I never ihame had^ q^r could J haye»;a ;ii«^ 
nopahfi Qr-anyAbing vr^cfa.i^tpjrjiached to amor 
noply, of th« trfi^e oi Sifftta. Iieone. Tbie.tlu'e^ 
witnesaes wferj ed to.by'Df . jyijQi'|f9# »fc Pi ^- (^ 
h\» panjphlet, pam«ly. Mi;, Vaoiifi<*, Mr. flat 
iin}lton,:iftnd Mr. Nifiol, whom He rqjressevte V. 
menof j:«8{>ec|»]9iUtyaD4 iatelUgWce, were fully 
e3(aiQijiiQ«l }R tike poEth of Jjnmary of the prO" 



seeoredl tb dieir muagiDg SMTMary ;** {p. t.) 
thai be hat ^ nearly a monopolj ef it ;"* tkat 
he ift ^ the ealy person that has regnlar ships 
in trade from England.^ (p. C9*) 

To conclade; whatever part of the trade iot 
Sierra Leone I enjoy, I am indebted ftr it sim*' 
ply to mysdf : and that part I wtfl endea^odt 
to retain, and even to enlarge, notwithstanding 
the cahunnious efforts of Dr. Thorpe to tfeprire 
me of it, as long aa it shall yield me any profit. 
My profession is that of a merehant ; and I 
know of no principle which forbids my asDsrcl^^ 
ing that profisssion in Africa,, or is any oAas 
quarter of the globe, where I can do it with a 
lair and reasonable prospect of advantage. . 

3. Whatever be the degree of snooess I hi** 
had in my commerce with Afrii^a, and on that 
point it will not be expected that. JL Bfaoald 
make any specific declaration, that socdess* was 
oertaipJy hindered* instead ^ of : being promoted^ 
by my holding the situation of Sedrittiry to 4h4 
Afrkdn Institution . ToyiiiinriAoyal.Highnegt 
I can confidently appeal for ihecddetanoe^ with 
which I originally agiiecd to. £11' that effise; 
altbongh Dr. Thorpe would li^resdnfr. aaeai 
seeking it from base .Mid sordid mokivies.. ' - Y4ot 
Royal Highness can also testify, how repeatedly 
I expressed my anxiety^o resign it, and with 
what eagerness Iia^iled mytolf o£ lli« dii^[K)si* 
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William Allen, Mr. Thomas Fiifley Fonter; 
and Mr. George Harrison. I myself had the 
honour to propose these names aa a Committee 
of Accounts, under the firm persuasion that 
their exiimination of the accbuats which came 
before them would be conducted with scrupu- 
lous accuracy. Besides, the articles in questioa 
were not furnished by me, but. by respectable 
tradesmen, whose biUs were presented by them- 
selTes for payment. And it will hardly be be- 
lieved by the mdst . credulous, that among the: 

I Comparatively extensive commercial transact. 

I I tions in which I am known to be engaged, and 

the comparatively large trusts which are repos- 
ed in me, with all matters of business.necessarily 
open to the inspection and animadversion df. 
intelligent clerks, and every thing done for 
the African Institution necessarily subjected to 
the further investigation of suck a Committee 
as I have named : no one, I say, will believe^ 
even if I had had no higher considerations than 
those of self-interest to reistrain me, that I should 
have endeavoured unfairly to turn to my private 
advantage, a shipment, amounting in value to 
less than 400/. ; being the whole of what was 
ever sent in. any ship of mine. 

5. But it is considered by Dr. Thorpe, as an 
irrefragable proof, both of the prpdigality of the 
Directors, and of my rapacity, that fifty guineas 
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^ P9.9 yfivn nth fk<HM |>%hi ioitaiisttdi ittk 

Chie6 to enter ioto contracts for the FfgnJ^g 

VI t^'iBlfm P^A ^ejy, flBBccs^arjr «?fl^nfe» h 

CW. s»<<?ljr ap§/B^ ^ 11)904^ pf: the Dife^ctnw 
UmI I did. all in wy ^WPF fP prfiy«?t H9 bfiM?fi| 

ilicwte4. Tpur. Rqjial iJig^pi^sA ap4 IM BA%iA 

4C P<<^epJ:»rjb b99f^ver, tygre pkasf4 ^ ♦^jfife 
tJ»t ft?ft ye^rs qf g^a«i^i.^Q»8 sff^if?? J^. 5fiW§rj 

tary, 4Ad soroe 3*qrifice«.I; w.^s, si}|^pf9H^^,h^]i[ft 

ipa^e to the general QJue^t, c^lM ^r ^Rn^e; niorr^ 
lasting R!%rk pf ^pprobftfipp ikm •-. ^9^^.9^ 
titanic i 4nd>4s i4i well, knoHT^j lia^eptc^ ij( ^ 

tengtji rather 19 <Je%«ncje tftthg 1|M a94 Wgfr- 
whelro^g iqipprftii)Hyj9f ypqr ^yaj Highueff, 
and the Board, than from any sense I bad,^|)!ll| 
ife yrgfi. a Wj9r^«4 %pfi|ipatipiji of yq w I^WVK- 

ttNaw the only i)mfit<if,wkf>A¥§ff.g9if^mkfWh 
HitBg in th9 wAy.of. fjrefglHi^v^^MiMrt W/ 4^)fiB;^ 
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9. ihi^h^tW'pflftt-vgineff'^-ashMStever^ 

bU IM: )SylSe<V)$Kn«y ut^ctouiftefily of sererri 

me Q»f«)ifiaf aad' Gli>risdi«^ hsd 1 omde fbe 
iSl^ifillfinr Hp^ll^^iMtti I «ib graMol rnd^ed 
^ iiifii^dOf «f ^cMMdBGWy inft bj Aw i« wai 
IfttVftflf eSfARnsd' n%»r s4ivdHe<l; The 9&wts^hn 
issax thtf UVfl^iqkattoktv &SA B€lt dkplsrn <#bf 

I9f. i^py40^ Id liw: Hani Ca|ll. bbgr^ ®qlt 

9l / AdIV i^ a^ tKi ^ppfy4f ikS kin§ 

Af^M to ibift chips of wrfr stiti»i»df on Mm 
Craw,^ a6 difefiefft iXttnsi eomrictef&ble ^lan* 
titles of provisiofur f Ipi dnf jrj I a^ifprelieMdy be» 
onde tbejr Itrete to be proeored Uroiii i»^ oq 
ftettaif termt thas ^y oonld be proeared from i^i 

gny otfaer ' nerekafa*. If tbb sspposittoB. n fgi 

itewr«e«,* tbi bfanre witt fdB, nofr !to moy bui 
t/H Ihtte griia^ adi beaoiirabie JBOft wbd^conf^ 
•Mbdol kml Mi^efty 's abipv oir tla* t/kwHaaai 
 Wi I hat>t k§ti the wluk cdmtmti ef«vtr$ 
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ike o0ewt and rteommmded persont t«JiU tkam. 
■-^At the eicpress solicitMion of the- Secretary of 
Slate, I took much pains Bud trouble, oa the 
6rst traDs£er''of the Colony lo the Crowo* to 
procure proper persona to fill the different 
oflBceft in the Colouy of Sierra Leone. I did 
•Oj very much to my owb incouveoieuce and 
I0B8 of time ; but I did so witbout tbe sltght«wt 
adraDiage to myielf. Of about twelve piersoas 
whom I engaged, on the behalf of Government,- 
to go to Sierra Leone at that time, viz. ia 1809* 
only one was in the slightest degree connected 
with mysdf. Of the other permos, several* 
particularly Mr. Grant, Mr. VfkDneck, and Mr. 
Becket, werethe intimatfe friends of Dr. Thorpe; 
They can doubtless inform ~him what w^re'the 
sordid inotives which influenced my selection $ 
whether ii proceeded from- a -desire to exe- 
cute oonscientiously. the commiuion: qi^uHted 
to me by Govei-nment, or from a dc»tre^o,seri« 
ioine unworthy end of my own, > : : 

On this and oneveryoccasion, Ifaare been 
most prompt to serve Oovcriiment, in. all 
matters connected with Africr, whaterer ex* 
pense of time or of thought, or. whatever jsocri- 
ficeof convenience, it migbtoccasion. ' B«t)fo« 
such services I never received, bor deairedjDW 
even expected, any, remuneration .wbajicrer. 
"Wbatl didwasiiaelyandgfatutton&l^<p«i;£2KQh 
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did ifideed make me a : vol untary \ offer of. tim 
agt^Bcy of Sffrra Leone ; andrthis offer J should 
probably have' apce^pt^. . His Lordship, hotvy. 
ev^, found that tb(e ageticy/had preyiousj^ bee% 
promised to another person ; and, as he wiirbeai; 

me witness, the x^ircumstance never drew from 

• -'■.■ * 

me the slightest expi^essipn of disapppintment^ 
nor led me to founds upon it the slightest 
dMmto further favours^ 

Since I executed. ■. the commission entrusted 
to^meby Lord Castlereagh in 1808, of which I 
liaye. already spoken, I have not taken any part 
in i^p^ipnieading tp the Government persons tQ 
^n ^oes at Sierra 'Leone^except on one poca- 
Acn. ' GeiVOTUors Thompson, Col umbiue, Maxr 
wel^japd MacCartbywer.^ all strangers to me ; 
and Dr^ Thorpe will probably believe me when 
I say; jthiM^ I «had up ^aM in bis appoint* 

BE^ffUtSr ;.-./>•, • . ' r 

.^ I hifve pr0vi^, hp^^cr, Pr.Thorpe affirms, 
/or tnsfseJ^ piy. r^lqi^ns^ OMd/riends.^^Dv. Thorpe 
oii^t^j|p;kaye/q[>ec;ified who jaxy relatipns an4 
iri^dSiWere* Aojto^gthe ap^ppin^tinents already 
BMntiplie^ •as.made on my r^Qamoiendation, wa^ 
that pf Mr. K.Ma9aul^^. whose relationship 
iooie cpn^ists jm * Ijtia being .a^seco^oKl epusjijK 
1^ W43(any u^e pr^fereij^oie gi)ven to bim by 
s^^Atb^t a9<?flpnt ?. Xl^t, I tljpl^, will n9t bj 
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tnteresf; bAt I ne?er redAiTiedtM nlight^et 
. teply, tier ^iil t eve^ railew my ftpplicatioii in 

[ tfaat or ifa any other direcfk>n. 

I cannot 4ieoy (indeed I feel tif6 moch sHltis* 
faction in the circumstance to thiilk df either 
dtoytng or palliating It) that for the last twenty- 
three years I have 'enjoyed a- close^ and ia-^ 
kimate friendship — a friendifhip never inter-^ 
rapted, or even clouded^ for a single moment ^ 
a friendship of the most unreserved and conn-^ 
dentialdescription — with somebf those truly ex« 
ceHd3t men who have taken the lead in the great 
cause of African freedom and civili35ation,-!^r 
cherish the memory of Henry Thornton^s aflec- 
tronate attachment with a delightful though 
melancholy recollection : and I may be al« 
lowed to exult in the unabated continuance of 
that of Mr. Wilberforce, and from a somewhat 
l^ier period in that of Mr. Stephen and Mr. W^ 
Smith, as far more than compensating any pos-* 
sible injury which my character can sustain 
from Dr. Thorpe's aspersions. 

Neither, can I deny — indeed Irejbice to rc- 
f]ect*^that during the last ten years of my lifi^ 
I have been brought into freqtient and free 
kitercourse, not only with your Royal High* 
ness, but with many of t:h« most distinguished 

{ iH>blemen and gentlemen of. this r'ealm, of all 

politic^ {MM[«iMi who faav6 been pl^astfd to admit 
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'tile to a participation/ a confidential particle 
pation, with them» in their schemes and exer- 
tions for the benefit of Africa, and oJF the sons 
of Africa in all parts of the world. 

But I make my confident appeal to your 
Hoyal Highness, and to those distinguished 
characters ; — 1 make my confident appeal even 
to those more intimate associates whom I have 
first named ; — whether my intercourse with 
them, or my influence with them whatever it 
xnay be, has ever, for a moment, been directed 
to selfish and sordid objects ; or whether they 
can charge me with having made a single effort 
to turn to my own private advantage, their in- 
fluence with any Government with which they' 
'may have been connected. 

I am unwilling to dwell longer on this point4 
It certainly, however, deserves to be noticed as 
Somewhat hard, that when, by my own personal 
exertions, I had procured the seizure of a slave 
ship in the river Thames, and her condemnation 
in the Court of Exchequer (from the proceeds of 
which seizure his Majesty*s Treasury received 
about 60001) — and when I had voluntarily re- 
linquished my own just' share in this seizure^ 
amounting to 2000/. to the Ofiicers of his Ma^ 
jesty's Customs, in the hope that by such a sacri- 
fice I should quicken their vigilance in detecting 
similar infractions of the Abolition Lawsi*'-^ 
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\ irhen I had also grataitoasly served the Insii- 

tation, to the best of my power, and certainty 

to my own injury, for five years :^^ I say, n 

is somewhat hard that, after all this, I should 

' now be arraigned before the public, by one 

( who affects to be a friend of Africa, for 

selfishness and rapacity, because I had been 
I presented by the African Institutioo, with .a 

i piece of plate, which cost 107/. 1 3s. apcl because 

I received a vo/e for another pTece 6t plite, of 
the value of 50 guineas, which has cost the 
institution literally nothing. 

is. Xf uch is said by Dr. Thorpe, of the delii- 
. sion which I have attempted to practise on the 
jfriendis who bave blindly confided in me, ana, 
through them, on the public. 

I might appeal, in reply to tbis'chiirge, to'th^ 
uniform '^enor of alife, not conducted in privacy 
and retirement, but in the view of num\>ers to 
whom 1 am well known, ana who are well qua- 
lified to judge both of actions and motives. 1 
might api^eal to those /great and honourable, 
those unhnpeached and unimpeacha.ble, cha- 
racters, wrtb whom I have lived for so many 
years. on terms of unreserved and affectionate 
intercourse. — But I forbear — and will/appeal 
only to a witness to whom Dr. Thorpe caiflnot 
object ) .1 mean ^ff* Thompson. 



.«. J ' i ^ V -• ** L • I i 1 



• t . . » 



^or some time before thfs gentleman went 



ppfpiog f9 ^y f<ouDti^|;-hQus? jn t|if city, aad 
ih^tf f ?,cpiyi^^ gi^ipj* Wt^l}j|;?nj3§ as I cpqld ghf 
1)10} r.«^B^tjn§;Si?ff!^ 1^91^5, as Wjsl} ^ Africa iip 
§^p^.cal. I.ffe^ly PRcnecl to bim ajj ^y ^ourc^ 

9f MPm^^m- ^p had fHl' ipm]^ *}! V^ 

IjRpks and pag^r?, vi^hipji fj^ gpent l^oufs j> ex; 
jljifiming; a^id I ui^j-^sejpyeilly ^qwQi'.i^d all his. in- 
gwjri?^ f€gpep|ing tl^p Cpfopy.— Pi4 ,^f co^^^- 
pj^jfl, that ifly injTj^rifjatlpe to hjoi hi§. i)f p^ 
.4?l!>3}ypJ pnthp ppfftcftfj^; j^?, ficst '^fpatp|i 
19 Lprd Paftlpr^agh, from Si^)-r| I^P^qg^ 
^tpfi ?7th Jfily. |^Q8, c^otain^ t^f Mfi)r!?f 

'* J hayp th^ hppppr tp r^ppjrt *9 y^flf J:i^f§r 
fl??P» tt^* I foui^,4 fhfi ^pearancp of j^p p^ 
]my I? ™WJ^ .i^e^PP<?ts mpre fayo^aljl? i% | 
llM 'i???<>n to expect. Tjip qu^ntit^. of ^,<^pj^ 
of all km^s jvhich fi}' thp f t|:e,p^^ of jthp ^ettlp- 
if^^np, apd the Te|ry respectiable /^p^ear^^Qe of 
tbp inh^)l)i,^ats, axp ^trpng iDdica/^ipps of jfj^i^S'; 
TpsntYf and pf the increase of domestic in- 

}4, At p. .30, pr. ThorBp wrjHjl^ po^ tp in- 

^n.VSlP* ^1?^' %«» i!^.^e sfj^e ^asp apd sondi^ 
iffp^Y!i9, vf^ch 1^ has <Aospn tp rep^^p)^ .f^i in- 
%SP<?.ng# S'^te <^fP^^Wd^».(?^I.wa?,dfi»irQj9p 
c^.t^frnctju^ /i9 ufiiyer^ ftt»5^i^ipfl pf tfre%y? 
Tfla^» mi ^ ffbfili^hj^g it .9»)y pfrtiaJ^y. I 
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Wilt concede to Dr. Thorpe, that sach a purpose 
as he attributes to me would mark the malig- 
nity of a daemon, rather than any ordinary de- 
gree of fraud, dissimulation, and hypocrisy. 
But if I must reply to so extraordinary an im- 
putation, I would reply by referring confidently 
to the uniform tenor of my exertions in this 
cause; to the whole of my communications with 
his Majesty's Government, some of which hav^ 
been alreaidy annexed to this letter; and more 
especially to my communications with Lord Cas- 
tiereagh and the Duke of Wellington, since the 
month of May 1814. — ^^Both Lord Castlereagh 
and the Duke of Wellington will admit, that, ill 
my communications with them, I betrayed no 
symptom of lukewarmness or hesitationr; and 
that I spared no personal labour or exiertioh 
which was likely to promote the object of total 
and universal abolition. And if in France and 
at Vienna, their zealatid their talents,' their 
powerful arguments, and energetic representa- 
tions, and persevering efforts; have produced 
a degree of success which the nation cannot but 
contemplate with gratitude to them aiict to the 
Supreme Giver of all gdod;* they will' ndt, 1 
am persuaded, refuse to acknowledge', that in 
the humbler part of supplying facts' add ma-: 
terials for the disctii$six>n, I was no inactive or* 
inefficient labourer. ^-- It Will not; I trust, be 
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regarded as indecorous m me to make this 
appeal, at a moment when it hais become neces- 
sary for my vindication from one of the foulest 
imputations by which the human character 
can be disgraced. 



> . f 



Here then/ Sir, I close my defetfce ; and, 
painful as it has been to me to obtrild^' my 
own personal concerns on the attieniion of yovii 
Royal Highness^, I trust this letter feay'iifai hi 
without its use, even as ft afl^ts the Afi^icaii 
Institution and the eminent characters who 
oondtict its affairs. ' IfX)r. Thorpe's charges, as 
they respect myself individually^ have been in- 
validated; ifyais Ihope, they hate been proved 
to be false and calumnious ; then I think it will 
be difficult to persuade - the public, that his 
charges against the African Institution, -or the 
Sierra Leone Company, or the officers of the 
Grown at Sierra Leone, have any better foun^ 
dation. ,.,,,. 

Had Dr. Thorpe been as well known to the 
public at large, as he is to the few individuals 
in this country who have had an opportunity 
of fairly appreciating his official, and even his 
private, character, I should not have thought it 
necessary to write a single line in my own vin- 
dication. As it is, the additions to his name 
may possibly influence those who know him 
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^q\, ^0 cce4i^ bis st^^ments. ^ut if I ba^ye at 
.^1 j^^ecee^ed ic^ impres$i<t^ fpy qw^ V\e\y, of 
%\kq^ st^\pv(^pn\^ on your Koyf^j Higl^np?$, \h^ 

can be no longer a matter of doubt. 

As for Dr. Thorpe's attempts to injare the 
]ir^II-earne4 repMt^tioj^ pf Mi** ^'l'?Plf?i'?Pf ^nd, 
^frpvp ftMf to plagg hip owp ^eryjcej to Afrjda i^ 
fo«PPfitif»9» yfM*» ^*»??e pf tljat distinguished 
phi|§fftl)ropi5t, th^y afe too xidioolop^ ^ |rg- 
g|Bif« ft 9}ng\^ remarjc. 



WitJb teiitipiei^^ 9f profottii4 Fl^DWl 

I Jii^ve ^he honour to |ie. 

Sir, 

ZACHA^Y 



G^ham, Itth April, 1816. 
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I. 

MEHOIR, &C. 

Xt is pfopoied that the colony of Sierra Leone should 
be made the medium of communicating eiviliaation to the 
Inhabitants of Africa. While, however, the population of 
thai colony contains so small a proportion of native 
Africans; and while the general population of Africa con- 
tiniies^ as at present, not only to be thinly scattered over a 
large surface, but to be subjected to all the evils incident to 
Ibe natnre of the governments exbting there ; the progress 
of civilisation must necessarily be slow and uncertain. 

The good effects produced by the commercial inter- 
course alone of a civilized, with an uncivilized people, have 
for the most part been small ; and in iM>me cases, as in that 
of the North*American Indians, such intercourse, so hx 
from having been beneficial, has had a directly contrary 
tendency. 

It is necessary, at least to the rapid growth of improve- 
menlv that men should be brought to live together in con- 
siderable bodies ; that they should be protected by just 
laws ; and that they should eigoy the means of instruclioB. 
It would be vain to look to any of the African states with 
which vire are acquainted for these advantages. It may 
AenSare deserve the mature consideration of the Directors, 
irhether any, and what measures, may be adopted for en- 
laiging die population of Sierra Leonci by the introduction 
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of native colonists ; who would then be placed wider the 
immediate influence of the British Government; who would 
participate in the security and equal protection which that 
.{ Government affords its. subjects ; who would not only enjoy 

' the benefit of example, but might also enjoy the farther be- 

nefit of direct and appropriate instruction; and of whom 
an expectation might reasonably be entertained, that, thus 
situated, they would speedUy acquire habits of indastry^ 
as well as a competent knowledge of the arts and manners of 
civilized life. 
|ij Much undoubtedly may, and it is to be hoped will, be 

done, towards improving Aftica, by placing intelligent in* 
structors in the native towns and villages. It must neverthe- 
less be obvious, that the improvement of any given portion 
. of the African population would be much more promptly and 
effectually promoted (provided proper means were adopted 
for their improvement), by their being introduced into a 
society already civilized, than it could be, by statfonitig 
among tliem, in the capacity of teachers, a number of inau- 
lated individuals, however able and respectable ; at thesaaie 
., . time that by the former plan the means of providing, soch 

, ! "h teachers would be greatly, increased. ^ 

U; '4\ The question, therefore, which it is proposed to consider 

f I, I *;^ I is this : By what means, may the colony of Sierra Leone' ob* 

r ; ' tain an.accession to its population of any considerable nuni« 

ber.of native Africans! . . 

. It may be supposed that niuch may be done to effect this 
object by inducing free natives to hire themselves to the 
colonists, in the capacity of labourers. But althoiigfa a 
[J ; ' considerable number of such persons. have usually l>eeil em* 

ployed in Sierra Leone, hardly any of them have been foimd 
wiUuig, even while the Slave Trade flourished, to residethere 
permanently. Their relations have lived in some native vfl* 
lage at a distance; and to them, after acquiringa little pro* 
perty by their labour for eight or nine months, they haveai- 
most always chosen to iretum. The free native labonren^ 
therefore, have beei\ a shifting body ; and from thai oirciyiii 
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staneeit has been found impossible to subject them to regn« 
hur insinietioii. Besides, the effects to be' produced by in- 
struction are cfiiefly to be looked for in the youbg» and not 
in aduits» who alone hire themselves as labourers. 

These migratory habits, it is true, might be corrected, if 
wlK^e families of 'free persons' eould be induced to settle 
within the bounds of the colony. But to effect this, has 
hilherto proved a work of extreme difficulty. It must be 
admitted, indeed, that the weak state of the colony, during 
the first thirteen or fourteen years of its establishment, the 
difficulties with which it had to contend, and the doubts 
which were ent^tained of its permanency, may have had a 
considerable effect in deterring free people from fixing 
themselves within it They may have been afraid of 
being eventually left to bear the resentments of the native 
chieft whom they had forsaken, when the strangers, to 
whom they had joined themselves, should no longer be able 
to-affsrd them protection. The impediments which may 
have arisen from this cause may now be considered 2i% 
removed. ' Yet there remain other reasons, which will pro- 
iiably be of sufficient weight to prevent free natives, at 
least for some time, from taking up their abode permanently 
within the colony. Their manners are very different from 
ours, and this difference will doubtless have some force in 
the decision. But the circumstance which« it is to be ap-' 
prehended, will chiefly operate in inducing them to prefer 
their native village, with all its disadvantages, to an Eng- 
lish settlement, is the strength of their superstition. An 
exemplification or two of this' point will suffice. 

The Africans, those excepted who have beoome Mobam^ 
medans, believe that their main protection against the va- 
rious evils to which they are liable, is the power of their 
tutelary Demons ; but they seem also to believe, that these 
Demons are either unable, or unwilling, to exercise their 
power within the colony. Whenever, therefore, th^y 
happen to be taken ill at the colony, they immediately quit 
tt, and repair to their native village, in order to have the 
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beneSt of tbe ehtrns and ioeantetioiis by wUcb dieir 
Demons are to be propitiated. But those vAo had than- 
doned their chief, in order to become the tulyeota of 
another power, woald probably incur a conudenibie liak 
in returning within his jurisdiction. 

The belief in witchcraft is also general aoMuig the AM- 
cans, and most of the evils which befal them are attributed 
to the malign influence of witches. As witchciaft^ hoiw* 
ever, is not recognized at the colony as a crime;, and it 
therefore sure to escape both detection and punishmeBt* 
they think that they should incur a tremendous risk by be* 
eoming permanently attached to such a settlement. 

But though there may be little hope of indueiog fiunilies 
of free Africans, at least for some time, to settle within the 
bounds of the colony, they may nevertheless be induced to 
send their children thither, in considerable anmberSi Cmt 
education. The more intelligent natives have maaifented 
comparatively little reluctance to. the adoption, of such a 
proposal. In the course of time, therefore, great effscts 
might be produced by an extensive plan of this kind, in 
the way of eradicating their prejudices, assimilating their 
inanners to ours, detaching them from their native siqper^ 
stitions, and giving them a taste for the regularity, secudty^ 

» and comfort of civilized society. This phui, however^ 

would necessarily be attended with very considerable ex.- 
pense^ as African parents would not, with their preaent 

;: views, be found willing to contribute to. the education, or 

even to the maintenance, of their children, while at school 

' fu the colony. It would also be. liable to interruptions^ 

] from the interference of parents and friends living at a 

i> . - . 

; distance ; and it must at least be slow in its progress. It 

ought, nevertheless, to meet with every possible encQuragCf 

;- ment. . 

Ope mode, which has been suggested of inereasiag the 
native pojpulation of the colony is, to hold out. ofTets of 

i; protection and encouragement to all persons of servile ,coi|*r 

d^tion who may take refuge there. But it ^emf to be H, 
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the abolition of the Slave Trade has andoubtedl j 
moved much of the temptation which fonnerly existed to 
those wars, and other neforious practices, by which tlist 
trade was supplied with its victims. ' And ahhongli *it 
would be too much to expect, that wars should now entirely 
cease ; or that the superstitious natives should not still 
dread the influence of witchcraft, and still persecute those 
suspected of it ; yet it may fairly be presumed, that the 
number ^ slaves thus made will now be small. Certainly it- 
ought to be the objiect of this Institution to discourage, by 
every means in its power, the continuance of suefa evils^ 
It would, nevertheless, be difficult to say, that cases might 
not arise in which the redemption of the persons afTeeted 
by them might not be a measure both of humanity and 
justice. 

But supposing these sources of slavery no longer to have 
an existence, the state of what may be called villeinage will 
still be found to comprize a large proportion of the popu- 
lation of Africa. 

The state of African villeinage, when it is compared 
with the slavery existing in our West-Iiidian islands, is 
certainly a very light species of bondage. The slaves in 
the West Indies are driven to their labour by the terror or 
impulse of the cart-whip: in Africa, no such compulsory 
methods are- resorted to for ' extracting labour. In the 
West Indies, the slave possesses no civil rights Whatever: 
the African grumetta, on the contrary, pmsesses many va- 
lui^ble privileges. In the West Indies the degradation' of 
the. slave to the lowest possible point of depression is visi- 
ble to every eye: in Africa it is generally impossible to 
ascertain, without particidar inquiry, who are in a free and 
who are in a servile- condition. ' Various otlier points of 
difference might be specified, which raise the condition of 
the gi^umetta in Africa, in respect to comfort, infinitely 
above that of the slave in the West Indies. 

Great evils, however, unquestionably exist. in Africa; 
and these, it must also be allowed, affect grumeltas in a 
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grtater degree than any other class of the population. In 
consequence of the prevalence of polygamy, the women 
are often engrossed hy the chiefs and other, persons of 
free condition, while the grumettas.are doomed to lead so* 
Ixtafy Jives. Much of their comfort must also necessarily 
depend on the disposition of their masters ; and the effects 
of tyranny and oppression will doubtless be experienced in 
Africa, as in every other quarter of the globe. They will 
also cMitinue to be subject to the various evOs which are 
ever, found to attend a state of barbarism and inciviliza- 
4ion; Improvidence, and the consequent .occurrence of 
scarcity; violence, and rapine, and insecucby;^ will still to^ 
a certain degree prevail there. And though these . evils, it 
is to be hoped, will no longer be aggravated by. the Slave 
Trade, yet if we suppose them to exist only in the degree 
in which they now exist in other barbarous (Countries — 
and, considering the habits which have prevailed, in Africa, 
.this .is no extravagant supposition— then a variety of cases 
may be expected to arise, in which it wpuld be mercy to 
ihe grumetta to extricate him from his present situation^ and 
Iplace^him as anr indented servant. in a British settlement. 

In such cases, the . redemption of the grumetta, without 
any view of prospective advantage* would undoubtedly be 
•a generous act:> but it. would be of little real benefit to 
him, if he. were immediately abandoned by the person who 
had ransomed him, and were not. taught to use his freedom 
for the benefit of himself and of the society to which he 
:b^longed. . No hope, however, can be formed, that the 
charity of individuals ; would operate very extensively in 
^this way. It is on this account necessary to make it their 
interest to pursue>the method which has been pointed out 
of ameliorating the condition of the African grumetta, at 
>tke same time that their power of , jiyuring him is carefully 
jcircumscribed by strict and clear regulations. 

These regulation^ might be of the following kind. 
-. It That the 9<)v^>nament of the colony shall be the guar* 
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dBini «f te rtnsMBed indmdini^ aad ptrtfefl t» Oeir 
indeDtura* 
2» That the loogest period darinf whkh aoy penon, of 
Iburtoen yoon of age at npwardty should be indented, 
thall be seven yean. If nader foarteen, the' term amy 
be lengthened, so as that the indenture shall expire 
when the persons indented have attained the age of 
twenty-one. 

5. That one hour, at leasts in eaeh day, shall be allotted 
lor the altendanee of all indented servants at school, 
with a view to their instruction in reading and writ- 
ing, and in the principles of the Christian Religion; 
and that they shall attend public worship on the Sun* 
days. 

4^ That; wiA the exception of the hour above-men- 
tioned, iriiich is to be employed in school, die honrs of 
labour for indented servants shall be the same widi 
those which are established for the labouring part of 
the colonists. 
6» lliat the testimony of indented servants shaU be 
t . placed on precisely the same footing with that of the 

?. other colonbts. ' 

6. That the Magistrates of the eoloi^ shall be bound 
to receive, and shall be empowered to investigate sum- 

f mariiy, all complaints preferred by indented servants 

} against their masters. 

' 7. That masters shaH have no pow«r to inflict corporal 
punishment on tfaehr indented servants ; but that, in 
case of Gontamacy or neglect of duty, the Magistrate 
shall have the power of pnnishingy by imprisonment, 
according to the nature of the offencei 
8. That indented servants, who shall voluntarily desert 
their masters' service, may, by coarse of law, be ob- 
liged to serve for a proportionable period nfter the 
termination of their indentures. 
0. That the date and cost of ehth person's redemption, 
and *the partieularB of his indenture^ shall be regu*^ 



beneficial. The ol^eet of tbe present pp^er i$ JiMel j to 

give the Directors a general view of the subjefst* 

.Supposing such a plan as has been proposed to he lyfepC- 
ed, measures should he taken to produce, as £ur sm mmj 
be practicable^ an equality of the sexes. It woulii also 
naturally become the care of Government, or, if not of 
Government, of the African Institution, to provide appro- 
priate means of instruction for the persons thus ttnsoiiied 
and brought within the sphere of their influence* 

It will now be proper briefly to advert to the aclTa&- 
tages which have been expected to flojir from the .adoption 
of the proposed plan. , 

1. Jt would tend to thp gradual aboliHan. of thver^^ in 
jifrica. — Any direct measure for abolishing sbvery jM^ould 
naturally alarm the fears pf the African chiefs; who iroold 
universally regard it as of evil ex9mple» and as tending to 
the overthrow of their institutions^ The proposed plaa 
would in fact be availing ourselves of those . institutiona, 
for the introduction of a better system* It would> «Q to 
.^peak, be a ^on^tUutifm§l mode 9fat>oli&luAg slavery. 

2. The civilization of Afrie^ in general, no U$$ than the 
p^rovepient and happiness of the indmdmls who should 

Jhjus became en^ect^ of the British Governments wimld be 
^rjatltf ffro^tjd^ — To f^y npUii9g of tbe dei^ree in which 
life miight be p($serv<p4 9Md populatipn advanced, and ge- 
neral security and comfort increased, in consequence of 
t^e ^up^ripfity of pur political institutions* of our medical 
>kiM>.^c., it .is obvipu.8* that if education be a blessing to 
mankind, then those who sh^uW ^ redeemed and indented 
}? tjie ]^ay th^t h^s b^fQ pTopo9.ed« , would be greatly bene* 
M^^ by. the cbj|iige» which* white it improved their condition 
ysi Qthlijr respj^s> placed them in a situation to eiyoy that 
.hlessing. The adwUs might prove indeed, in many in- 
stances, to be very jifitpt scholars; but we might look for* 
ward to their children with hope, and might fairly expect 

!b%t ^^m^% Jle$iAt, if not their parents^ wonld^m a people 
fijte fAyftmA '^jmiXmAw ss mxy pesMitcy ui Suropc. 
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Ntt Wuldf^ tISS happy effect be neceasarily Confined 
within the limits of the British jurisdiction. The means 
dfeomnfnnicating some portion of the same light and khow- 
le%e to the neighboliriog 'nations of AfVica, would be ra- * 
jwdly tiittltiplfed. Teachers mjght te trained, in consider- 
able! numbers, who returning, aftef a few year^* absence, to 
tlieir:own country, instructed in letters, in* agriculture, and 
crih^i^ useful arts; carrying with' them also just ideas on' 
nmtiy ^ttts connected with social improvement ; would 
gradually ^nllirge the sphere of civilization, until it embraced '- 
tbe wfaorle of the African Contitlelit. 

3. It would be wrong to omit, in an enumeration of the 
advantages which would rei^ult both to individuals^ and to 
Afrieft generlilly, from the adoption of the present plao^ 
the widUhr difftmon of the benign tight of Christianity,-^ 
Tiii», tbftugh a collateral, would nevertheless be by far its 
nnbt'iaportaiit'effbct. On a benefit, however, so obvious 
aiid acktowiedged, it is* needless 'to enlarge. 

4^ Jifwmegi of discovery would he undertaken with 
greater facility and advantage, when natives of the couii- 
tfief to be visited,' who 'should have acquired a knowledge 
of <tii6^£fi]^lilh 'language,* and of other useful arts, might be 
pmtared*t6 accompany the expedition. 

' 9f^ 7%^ colony of Sierfa Leone would obtain a regular 
tiapply 4fftahourers, the want of which has hitherto greatly, 
retarded its progress. — It has frequently happened, that 
aftbr'^a^ottsiderdble space of ground has been cleared and 
pUuMd' by means of hired labourers, some dispute with' a 
native chief has occasioned the sudden departure of all 
those 4abimrerai ; and the consequence has been the ruin of 
the new plantation. This has been a great discouragement 
toYOitivatkA/ it seems hardly necessary to advert to the 
chMcfieonne^tibit there is between the regular and uninter* 
rii|Vted'{yr0gress of agriculture within the colony, and its 
extension in the neighbouring .districts of Africa ; and bf 
ti4eeirth^se efi^ts'and tfai^ enlargement of our trade with 
thaNl»aiitry*; b^ing'a point &Ifeady sufficiently obvious. 
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0. i%e 9irtngth 0/ th$ eolcmy w&uU fWfidfy ineremme.' — 
lliis effect, indeed, is not merely coi\iectttrai ; it is matter of - 
experience. In the neigfaiMurhood of Sierra Leone, there * 
are sevend individuals who have raised themselves into 
power and consequence, by pursuing a plan similar in- 
many respects to that now suggested. And in such cases : 
slaves, converted into gnimettas, have manifested the most; 
unshaken fidelity to the interests of their masters, and have • 
been ready to sacrifice their lives in their service. The - 
present plan, however/ would have a great superiority over * 
every preeediug etample of a similar kind, in this; that, r 
instead of a perpetual and hereditary though mitigated 
bondage, an apprenticeship for a few years would be suh- : 
atituted, chiefly with a view to the benefit of the apprentice, . 
which would terminate in his introduction to all the bless- ; 
Ings of British law and British liberty. When the settle- * 
ment had thus become powerful, numbers of free people t 
might be induced to flock thither; and a refiige might 
also, perhaps, be safely offered to all who might be suftr- 
ing from oppression in neighbonring countries. 

7.. Though the colony of Sierra Leone alone has been 
adverted to, in the course of this paper, as the ]^ee for > 
carrying the present proposal into effect, yet if on ezami*. 
nation it were approved, ih might be extended to the other 
British settlements on the coast. Indeed, settlements on ; 
such a plan might be indefinitely multiplied. 

8. Should the plan succeed, it might have a considerable : 
effect in improving the state of slavery in the West Indies* { 
-^But on this part of the subject I will not enter. 

It now only remains, to consider the objections which are t 
likely to be made to the proposed plan; 

1. " It would occasion a violent outcry, if the same per- 
sons who have been instrumental in effecting the abolitioii 
of the Slave Trade should sanction a plan which might be - 
confounded with that trade.'' 

If, however, the two things be radically different, and I 
will for the present assume that they are ; aqd if tli« pro* f 
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ttfent for tte period of his serritiide which !• yet mtex* 
plred. 

* Si ^ But amstert,** it it alleged^ <* would be apt to abase 
tfieir power.** — The itme objection, however, applies to the 
caseofapprenticesbipsiB England, as well as of appren^ 
tieeships under the Siave Trade Act. The question is, wiie- 
tier it would not be possible, by adopting such regulations 
as have been proposed, or others which may be suggested, 
16 prevent the abuse of power on the part of masters, or at 
least to insure its punishment whenever it occurred. 

• 4. But tlie most formidable objeetioh still remains to be 
stated. '* Would not the proposed plan have the effect of 
iQcltihg practices similar to those by which the Slave Trade 
has been upheld 1 In a country circumstanced as Africa is, 
is'there notreason tofear that, if pardiasers can be foutid, 
slaves will be made ; and that the adoption of the plan^ 
though intended merely to transfer to other hands those 
who are already in a state of slavery, with a view to. th^lr 
libeiatioB» will have the effect of reducing others to skvery; 
19 order to sup^y their plaoei and perhaps again to be sold' ' 
for indented sefvants f So that as far as the African brancfi 
Of the Slave Trade has. proved a source of evil, that evil ' 
will be perpetuated* by. the proposiid system/' 

ThisiibjectiaQ is, unqpestiobabl^ a. very fortoidable one» 
and» if wdUfound^di must gpsaflyodtweighdi 'the advan^ 
tages: which baye bceo' expected fnsm the< measure under - 
coosideralion. In that case^ w^ should be- d^ihg certaia' 
and present evil,, OB: a^probablei specuhition of future goodw 
MUietber ftucb tegiulalioBs/caalie framed 'as will obviate- this * 
danger* 1 yfniil not pretend to-sayi None that appear to be- 
adequate have.oecurped to myiown mmd. But the- subject 
m^riU the ;oeaflidenilmi of the « Directsrs. 

QjOf^xe l.ci)nc|iidetJtJnaytbe<'piaf>er* to explain the rea« 
sopswiMChhaiv^isdaiQeil mc^ while so>stroDg a 'doubt exists 
ii^. my.owa i|i»iid.rQfqpectii^fvthc/measiire*iB'qiiestJon^ to* 
bii«s i% b^a thai I^iBMKwiA. Ifyi reisoM^i w<ecs^ Aiise t 
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tj^iislve loG^l Jmo^ledge, bav€ b««n strongly inqparested iritj|t 

iui idf^qf tjhe i^aefit wMcb woiild cesuU ba4h to Aftm «ad 

great Britain, from pursuing the line of policy which ha* 

i^^n auggest€i4 ; and there ^ a great probubUity that that 

line of policy, will be necdupmeiided by them to GoTem* 

mept. 1 ii^s aniiousy fjierefore^ that the amtler shoukl be 

iolly considered beforehand by th^ Binectors, and .that tbe 

jMigttmeots on botfiMdes should be placed fiiurly before fheia# 

f. am aware, in^i^,. that it would ^Q(t be within the proviaoe 

4Sf the Institution^ either to hold indfSQted servants thMl- 

•elves, or to authorise others to hold theQi» or to frame or 

carry into effect regulations respecting them* It neYortba- 

less seemed important that the Directors should have an 

opportunity of forming a sound opinion on a propositiim 

which so materially aflfects the iaterests of the African raee. 

and on which they may perhaps be caKediAJiQ lo&g tina.fp 

aapres9 their s«ntimants. 
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JL^TTEE FROH Z. MACAULAT, ZSQ.f TO T* LU9i» 
LAM, £SQ., DATED LONDON, FEB. S6, 1807, 
AND MARKED " PRIVATE," 

tfy dear Sir, 

Every moment of my time has been so firily oecupieA 
by the Slave Trade question^ which you will feel to be one 
materially affecting our Colony, and by our Sierra. Leone 
Bill, which is now in its passage through the House of Com* 
mons, that I have found it difficult to redeem the pledge 
irhich I gave you of writing more fuUy by the Andersons* 

On the ^ad. tbe princi|de of the Abolition Bill was da- 
bht^ m the Home of CoauBoiif ; ivh«i^ after a diioassioii 
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jHiotrfteted till fbar in tlie nomilig, it wu carried 1^ a ma* 
jority of 383, to 16. A nmjority so trimnphaftt, so muc^ 
.'beyimi all previous hope» leave* no doubt of the final pstsm^ 
jog of the Bill. 
I have already sugjgetted, and the suggestion, I trust, will 

• be imnediately adopted, to seod out a ship of war to ap« 
prise the whole length of coast of the passing of this Bill» 
the moment it shall have passed ; and another; to be statloa- 
cd for a time at Sierra Leone, to obviate the effects of any 

cexaspeiatibn which the measure may occasion. I have 

• lakMise suggested, and tibts si^|;estion also, I trust, will *be 
' carried into effect, the great advantage which must result 
-with a view to the due execution of the Act for abolishing^ 
ithe Slave Trade, from erecting a Court of Vice-Admiraltjr at 
iSierra Leone. The Slaves taken under the Act, will be, at 
the disposal of hit Majesty, who is to provide suitably for 
'them as free men. It has occurred to us, that with respe<$t 
to those taken on the coast, the best plan would be, to . es- 
tablish them at Sierra Leone, under some system which 
should embrace their useful employment in cultivation, and 
their civilization ; some such system as that on which our 
friend Brunton proposed to establish his school of industry, 
in the mountains of Sierra Leone. 

We are all exceedingly anxious that you should apply 
-your local knbwledge, and the powers of your mind, to the 
object of framing plans which may secure to Africa the be* 
nefits of which she is now susceptible, and which may serve 
to obviate any partial evil effects which may be anticipated 
from the final stoppage of the Slave Trade. As Ameridi 
and Great Britain unite in carrying this great measure into 
full effect on the very same day: as France, Spain, and 
Holland are now precluded from all ' possibility of occupy^- 
ittg the vacant ground which will be left: as Denmark has 
abolished,' and Sweden and Russia never engaged in it^ 
(Portugal being now the only state which can carry it x>h> 
9 prospect is opened of being able to do much, particuUu-ly 
should the war be greatly prolonged, towards breaking the 
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treaties with the native powers, or by introduchi^ among 
them persons who maj instruct them in useftil arts, and, 
partieularly, who may set them an example of profitable 
ifldttstry. Such a person might do much in opening the eye^ 
4f the Africans to their true interests, and pointing out to 
ihcm the channels into which their industry might b« ad* 
vantageously directed. 

4. The colony of Sierra Leone might also be made ex- 
tremely histramental in promoting the same objects ; ^r 
not only might iht example of profitable cultivation be there 
gif en, both by the present colonists and by European ad- 
Ymturers ; but a school of industry might be iintituted (sur 
has been already mentioned), in which African youths 
might be instructed, both in letters and m agriculture, 
and the arts connected with agriculture, and might g^o 
forth thence to different parts of the coast, in order to 
ftomraunicafte to others the knowledge they had themsehre* 
acquired. 

5. Indigo is, at present, one of the most profitable arti- 
cles of tropical culture. Almost all. which is used in Europe 
is brought from India, of course at a much larger expense 
than that at which it might be brought from Africa. Thffe^ 
is an article, therefore, to which the attention both of 
our colonists and the natives might be turned. It is easy 
both of culture and manufacture. 

6. With the culture of cotton, the natives are already to 
a certain degree acquainted : what would be wanted hcre^ 
would be to introduce among them, gradually, a better . 
kind of cotton, and to instruct them in the modes of 
cleaning it which are in use in other parts of the WQrld. 

7. Of coffee I need say nothing, because attention has 
been already drawn to that article, botli within and without 
the colony. 

Many other articles might be mentioned, which in the 
course of time may fairly become objects of culture* I have 
only mentioned those to the production of which labour 
jp^ight almost immediately be advantageously applied. 
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8. The rearing of bees might be an object deservii^ 
attention^ with a view to the wax. 

9. It seems highly important that a ready market should 
be furnished to the Africans fer the rice they may raise ; 
and yet I fear that the red fice will never find a sale oiit 
of Afrioi. Would ilt not be possible to induce the natives 
tt> cnltivate exclusively tike wlnte rice,' fdr ^hieh^ if pro^ 
peiiy dedned, it aigllt be posaMv ti> obtain » market in 
Ike West Indies^ or even in England 1 

10. The manufacture of salt for supplying the interior 
might furnish employment for many persons on the coast, 
and would prove a valuable article of commerce* 

lU \ say nothing here of the means which may be adopt? 
•d for conveyini^ the knowledge of letters and the light 
of Christian truth to different parts of the coast. Tka^ 
indei^f is a large and important branch of the sul^ectr vid 
ftt^ yibidi it will be impossible to carry very suddenly 
into effect. 

I have confined myself to the enumeration of tfaost 
weans which may be suggested to the native chi^f^. find 
whkh self-interest may make them willing to adopt, for 
obviating the inconvenience which may ari,se from the Ab«k» 
lition of the Slave Trade^ and for exciting that sjfixit of in- 
dustry amp Qg them which is the best ground- work of civir 
li2ati<Hi» 

. I have thus put down, in a burriea way^ what ha* oc- 
eurred to me as necessary to be thought of at the present 
momenit I have said ^1 that, hs^s occurred to me« not from 
any idea that tbe same things^ in as far as 'they merit consb- 
deraiion, have npt occurred to you^ but from a wish to put 
you in possession of what has been passing in my own 
mind, I have put my thoughts down, not as things which 
are immediately reducible into act, but as subjects for 



I ever am, my dear Sir, 
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Hiature deUberatioabotb her^ and in Africa* { 






Yoiirs very sincerely,. ' 

(Signed) Z ACH ARY M ACAUUY. 
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EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM HENRY THORK-* 
TON, ESQ. TO GOVERNOR LUDLAM, OR THE 
ACTING GOVERNOR, SIERRA LEONE, HATED 
FEBRUARY 7, 1807- 

Wb have now to announce to yon the important event of 
a division in the House of Lords, which may be considered 
as indubitably shewing that the Slave Trade is on the point 
of being abolished. 

On Monday next Lord Temple is to move, in the House 
of Commons, for leave to bring in a Bill to transfer the civil 
and military authority of the Colony of Sierra Leone into 
the hands of Government 

We now approach, therefore, a new era, in respect to 
African affairs ; and the magnitude of the subject is such, 
that I am fearful of saying any thing very specific ante- 
cedently to a general consultation, which I am desirous of 
haviug, with those who most interest themselves in the wel- 
fare of the African continent. 

The more I tHink on the' measure of transferring our 
settlement into the hands of Government, the more am I 
persuaded that, especially under the auspices of the present 
Secretary of State (Mr. Windham), there will be danger of 
a degree of Inatte'ution which may lead to material error 
in the management; not to mention otheir circumstkaces 
which may aggravate the evil, such as general coolness; ot 
even prejudice, in respect to the AfVican cause, and a 
desire of providing for persons Whom there is no opportu- 
nity of serving in this country 1 I feel, therefore, a strong 
desire to see some measures instituted which may contri- 
bute to place in the hands of zealous and proper persons 
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the general direction of the British concerns in Africa; and 
ifre shall, of course, be glad to receive from you all possible 
light on every part of that extensive and now most interest- 
ing subject. 

We are much obliged to you for the fulness of the detalb 
in some of your last communications ; and I now trust that 
you and we shall not repent, at th^ close of our lives, of 
the sacrifices (very different, indeed, both in kind and 
degree) which we have respectively made with a view la 
the interests of the Black part of our species. 
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LETTEE FROM Z. MACAULAT> ESQ. TO THOMAS 
LUDLAM, ESQ. DATED LONDON, NOVEM- 
BER 4, 1807, AND ENDORSED SECRET. 

My dear Sir, 

A WORD in private respecting the African Institution. I 
cannot help regarding it as an important engine. We have 
many zealous friends in it, high in rank and influence, who* 
I am persuaded, are anxious to do what can be done both for 
the colony and for Africa. Mr. Perceval and Mr. Canning 
arc with us decidedly. Lord Castlereagh, with whom our 
business more immedia^ly lies, is good-humoured and 
complying ; but his secretary, Mr. Cooke, is, I fear, hostile, 
to the whole thing, and may be disposed to ^eize any cir« 
cumstance which will put it in his power to do us mischief. 
You will see how very important it is to be aware of this 
in your communications with Government. Indeed, in all 
the ostensible letters you write, whether to Lord Castlereagh, 
the African Institution, or myself, it will be right t» consider 
the ^ect of what you say on lukewarm friends, and in the 
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kMdi ofiectBt enemies, for BMhnUl unaioidablj mix witb 
M, In (ucb hands there arc trotlis which will be made to 
pfodDM rII ibe effect of &l(cliood ; and, instead of being 
used, as they ought to be, as a spur, will be employed as 
chedii to all esertioa. I cmnnot mean, of course, that you 
•beuld i« a>y degree mviah you representatiaDs. I merely 
»ea«, that you sbonU net uMmteeiiar^ disconrage the 
curtioBS af bcacrokBec Pcspk who do not know yow, 
wSl sappoM the owe to be detpcnte wImfc you seem to 
doubt ; and your testimony, if coDTcrtiUe to an adverse 
pwrpose, would be fbmudable. Your own mind will sug- 
gest to you the guards, limitations, and exceptions with 
which what I now lay >be«dd be received. 

I have no doubt tfaat Govenuneut will be disposed to 
adept almost any plan which we may propose to them, witis 
respect to Africa, provided we will but save them die 
trouble of thinking. This you will see to be highly im- 
partanl^ 

I have one remark to make, which yon will see to apply 
to much of what 1 have written to you by this conveyance. 
I am writing, not for myself, but for others ; and am Aere- 
fore obliged to propose topics of consideration to you, which 
but for this «iretiiiutaB<« i myself might h»ve deemed 
■■{>Crfliiou$> tad iMght have saved yeu the Irotible of 
aaswetnag. But if 1 had lime, 1 could give you several 
■eaaoH wb^ tile same truUw will do more good < 
ifvm you tbas: from me. 

1 ever am, my dew Sir, 

Touts very twiy, &e. 
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ON THE MEANS OF ESTABLISHING A COMMER- 
CIAL INTER^^OURSE BETWEEN THE WESTERN 
COAST OF AFRICA AND THE RIV^IQ. If^G]Sn» 

ADDRU&SED TO LORD HOBART, THEN ONE o:P HIS MA* 
JESTY'S PRINCIPAL SECRETARIES OF STAT E« 



In coBsideriDg; the best cliaanel of mtercoui*8e between the 
Western Coast of Africa and the Niger, our attention ii 
naturally drawn, in the first instance, to the larger rivers* 

1st. The Senegal. — That the Senegal affords a greatet 
&cility of water communication with the Niger, than any 
oliier river which empties itself into the Atlantic, is evident 
from- a view of the best maps. If the maps may be trusted^ 
the h^ads of these two rivers are not distant from each other 
;ibove 80 miles; said from Mr. Patke'is Travels we learn that' 
the Kokoro, a branch of the Senegal, approaches within 
about half that distance of Kaniaba, on the Niger. The 
possession, however, of Fort St. Louis, by the French* 
renders the Senegal necessarily inaccessible to English 
commerce. 

2d. The Gambia, — ^The Gambia, though it does not 
approach so near the Niger as the Senegal does, and t» 
therefore, upon the whole, a less advantageous point of 
Intercourse, yet possesses a superiority in some material 
respects. It is more easy of access, and it is also navi* 
gable by ships of large burden to a greater extent from its 
entrance. If the information which I received upon the spot 
be correct, vessels drawing seven or eight feet of water may 
approach very near to the Falls of Barraconda. But, stil}, 
the distance from the falls of Barraconda to Kaniaba, the 
nearest point on the river Niger, is about 500 English 
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miles ; a length of land carriage very unfavonrable to a 
gular trade. 

The Gambia flows through an extensive and l^rtile 
region, and affords immense facilities of water carriage In 
a variety of directions. Its importance, therefore, in a 
commercial point of view, if at any future period the pro- 
ductions of Africa, or the cultivation of its soil should be- 
come an object of general attention, is unquestionable ; 
« and as its entrance is completely commanded by the IHtle 

island on which James's Fort formerly stood, it may deserve 
the consideration of Government whether that post ought 
not to be occupied. The possession of it would be desira- 
ble, not only in the anticipation, however distant, of the 
future improvement of Africa, but with a view to the exclu- 
sion, at least to the counteraction, of the French interest in 
[ the Gambia ; a quarter in which, from the vicinity of Goree, 

|f( it is otherwise likely to become paramount, and in which 

also an extensive £eld is opened for the vigorous prosecu- 
tion of any schemes of colonization which they may be 
meditating. 

The width of the river, I apprehend, renders any inter- 
mediate post, for the security of trade, between James's Island 
and Junkakonda, unnecessary : such posts, however, may 
be useful for the purpose of extending the British influence. 
Whether one or more posts could be secured above Jun- 
kakonda, at Pisania, Fatatenda, or Barraconda, is a point 
on which I am not competent to give an opinion, and which, 
perhaps, can only be ascertained on the spot. 

Whatever may be the final determination of Government 
with respect to the Gambia, I would venture to recommend, 
as a measure likely to compensate the trouble and expense 
attending it, that a confidential and intelligent person 
should be fixed as high up in the river Gambia as he could 
securely reside ; who should be employed in procuring 
accurate information respecting the neighbouring and in- 
terior countries, and in embracing every favourable oppor- 
tunity of improving the British interests in that quarter. 



^itb^^ by makins- purchases of ]and» or. by ^niet^ng^ into 
treaties with.th/e ii^t^ve powers* .Such a. person ^Vlg^t to, tie ; 
tiiaat^r^of th<^ ^ Arabic .lao<g;i^?ige^ , which woM^jdo^gim^ hjm 
gr|ftt jasc^gdeucy an^oug ,the ^atives. He o^ght.^ho t^^.^ 
acquire^ a&spoa a^ppa^ible, a knowledge of the Mandinso. 
and S.u^ languag^s^,.. This lasit might be easily Jearnt* 
a gxamfiiar and .vocabulary,' together with some other books, 
hayipg^beeo already gfintf^d in that )<^.gva^e» and there ^ 
beiog aU.o,.|a.tJiis c^jjntry persona cap?^ble .of. speaking! jt/^ 

Jt ^pp^^t? jx^ 1)1^. th^ pjorf . impp^rt^ut to lose n^, tim^e .in .. 
taking. Aieas^res for th^.|acqui^i(ipii ,of an in6uence in the 
Ga{ul>ia», as the gicadual ext^usiqu of Mohamsiedanisni, b^ • 
means of sqhool^.of A)fal.>i(^lii)^VatjLire, in the p^igijbourhoocj ^ 
of that rivef, H^ye^jy g^ivLag.^jasoUdatjoft to the poiveij pf ^ 
thjB native chiefs,, w^ile^ it g^^i^l^s,. b;^ tli^. forc^ of siyierr^ 
stitiftOi, a. .dislike, to.tU^J^liri^ti^n jiaiae, ..In the present,! 
jBtate of the nations bordering on, tbe-C^mbia» ^ very wide. ^ 
tokratioi\ of alt.^ligionSiiS'to.rlpe expected; but wh^n tl^e 
transit from Paganism. t^ Mohamt^j^d^nisip, .which has been ^ 
gradually prpgr^sfl^e fcjr a gr^at.i^^th of.thne, shall have . 
been, coniplet«}d^.Jh^,ajre Jikejy. loi ll^eqQpe'/iar. more in- ^, 

* The Susoo is spoken at no great distan'oe fr6m Sierra Lcot^e, > 
and i had appfehended that It was very limited inft^-QS^;-bat^n 
reading Mt". Parke's'Tfav«l^ ltky^i^ies9Pt>f,itmet6ehtiMf etsapgedy { 

audi deemed. iho iCQltKv»tm»»of .it(,an«lu<^^;pf «tl^^ if^^^ou»»f^J 
quettfe. ..The pa/^a^ ^.Mr., Parki^ to. which,. I aUufie is fit^the.4 
337th page', where he statvs. that the language of^the people of 
Manna is the same that is spoken all over the extensive and hilljf ' 
country called Jalfl/nkadoo. - The numerals, however, of thc^. Jallon- 
kadoo are Kterally ttkt same witl» tb66e of the Siboob ^.ateoincideaco .. 
whieb cottlijiotbave..bapf«9«jl imkHitti^jIajigfiai^ Wfre-aU»^$ 

•*Wef ' . , .;■:*,.' 4 

It is .wprthy of observation, that the Niger, for, a considerable, 
part of its. course, runs through this country of Jallonkadbo, the '. 
language of which has now bebn systematized and fc*diieed to - 
writing by the effo¥t^ of Mt. Bruflftoity 'afiitt«d«by; 9omd»f^ufmk* 
boys^POLW fdMatin^ ati ttiMk|]ri<oi» A«l4em9f^i9t Ckiij^ay^j . 



toieraot of tnj dhrcrtHy of idifioat cKcd, aad fcr 
jctttoot of the introdttetioii of ttnuigen» tfan mt present. 

Sd. T%e Rh Gr&mie, — ^Tbe next chumd of eoaaraai- 
emtioa which I shall consider, Is the Rio Gtude. Vham 
mtf has beea very little exploTfd. It is known, however, 
to* be navigable as high as Beloia, about 72 milts ftwaa Its 
eattranee, by vessels of about 60 or M tons borften. Tberw- 
are no means of formiog a very precise 4»pfailon ho# nmrli 
fittlher it may be navigated, though ther^ Is eoilsHkfniMe 
fioond to suppose ihatboats, drawing not aMne than two br 
three feet water, might be conveyed at least sixty ^r MVenty 
miles above Belola. The Dunso, which Mr. Watt crossed 
In his way to Teemboo, Is supposed, and notwittMNlt rea- 
son, to be a continuation of the Rio Grandii; *Yhe point ' 
at which it intersects his route is whout ISO nAes" Ihmi 
Beloia, in a direct line; but there, though it uppimfittn 
fine ssMioth gliding stream, it was not of a soiidiifil d^li 
to teceive any but small boats. ' ' 

The distance from Betota, the furthest extremity of British • 
navigation in the Rio Grande, to Sankari/'the supposed 
head of the Niger, is about 460 miles; and if we suppose 
the Rio Grande nai^ble for fifty miles farther, the dis- 
tance will be reduced to 400 miles. 

Th^ mouth; of this river is in a great degree commanded 
by the isbmd of Buhmm, on whieh a British settlement was 
some years ago attempted to be foraied. The French had 
twice begun a settlement upon it before, and upon this 
circumstance they found a prior claim. 

.Tbe^ealnst olyeotion in my mind to an. establishment 
.on this island ansesfrom the intricacy of the navigation 
aionnd it^ which renders It dangerous even for small ves* 
sals. Sunken rocks, breakers, and sand*banks, are strewed 
ajbout in great profusion for about sixty miles from it 
toward^ th? sea; so that the hasard to vessels of a large 
mmtg sailing to and from it» Is very considerable^ The diffi* 
cu^y of the navigatimi amy no doubt be lessened^ if not 
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dent' tribes of Susbos in the way; who tf re Very apt to 
plunder ib'e coffles, and seize and reduce to slavery the 
individuals composing them, whenever m lair opportunity 
occurs. 

'6th. Kl$$ey. — A similar dissldv^ntage fenders the road 
from Kissey to Teemboo less frequented than that from the 
Wo Nunez. 

iKissey is inhabited by a colony of Maitdingoes, who have 
Extended themselves in its neighbourhood, by the institution 
of schools and the gradual diffusion of the Mohammedan re- 
ligion, so' as to have become the most powerful eommunity 
in that quarter. These Mandingoes are much more civilized 
than their neighbours, and strangers would be secure under 
their protection ; but I apprehend that they would not be 
easily induced to consent to any establishment whereby stran- 
gers should obtain iht smallest degree of independence. 
" It seldom hiippens that the Susools, who inhabit the 
space between these' Mandingoes and the Foulah country, 
are not Engaged in a dis|)ute with one' or other of dieir 
neighbdurs, iVhich renders' travelKng unsafe; and 'even ti 
peace should lie* made, it seldom lasts ' long : the roads 
continue to be infested by freebooters. Whose excesses soon 
lead to farther disputes. '•'■♦♦ ,/ ' ' 

Thi iSlaVfgation of the Kissey fs difficult fbr' large vesiils. 
' ^th: Mfittfftrfo.— Th^Srtver'M^^rado/if wenray^^^^^ 
Airiban iffapV, i^ that wfiicfa a{ipiroatMes the n<earest= to tUe 
Niger,' seefeirig tb issrfe from thtf opposite side' of tire 'same 
ridge of mountains; * ^ |' ' ^ ^ = • ; 

The entrance into this rlvef'iS rendertid Ver^ difficiiltifor 
v^sseli'^of iftot^'liisfn thirfy tAns blirtlten'; by% dkngctotiaf ta-, 
v^hiehet^syes^s'iftoUtff. ' ''-'^ : . . ' < /« i;* 
.• 'The natives ia^stdft, that the Tiver is hiivigabl^; 'by canoes, 
to a great height: nor did any of them; with wfaom^I have 
fconVersJ^d^ seem to know Wherfe it ceased to behaTigable'. I 
liaVe not, howfever, been disposed td give much credit tb 
their representations, or to the aceutJicy.of tfie'nilrp9>' Vritli 
respect to the length of this rivef.^* Atw 'or ieiglit iiiSk* 
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atoMiitily be dfttmd» iiwi tbe tieMty ¥ •o krge iui 
tH i blii fa M at, IB the prMeevluMi of fdieBieir ^diteoTtry ot 
InMle. 

Bctwetii Pert Logo and Teemboo, however, sereral ilt- 
tioBi, or rather tribes, blerrene, which tie rery hostile to 
eeoh other, end naintaiu a peipc^ tyttem of predatory 
wtrfiutt. Bat Ae chief (impediment arises from the con- 
tnriety of interest prevailing among the Europeans in the 
fiver Sierra Leone. The targe atave lactory of &ince Island, 
whiah lies between Freetown and Fort Logo, wonld regard 
with dittnist, and probably oppoie, any attempts which the 
Sierra Leone Company Bright osahe to open an tntercooilte 
witfi the interior in thatqnartier;-Hi consideration which has 
hitherto deterred the Compatt/s tenants from prosecutiiig 
Aaiv inquiries in that ditnetioo, not^ritfastanding its many 
aacmnmendations. 

Thia* divided stale of the British niterest is not only olip 
dvoonble to the progress of discovery, and the consequent 
<fstension«f commerce, tmthwoidd give the French a great 
'advantage 'in* any efcits which they might malce to Establish 
themselves at Sierra Leone, If, however, an efli^tiiat 
remedy oswid be applied to it, I should have little doubt 
dmtSiam Leone wonid prore Adly as practicable a channel 
•of mteroourse with the Niger, as any which h)|s been men- 
tioned, excepting the Senegal; 

At whatever point the establishment of intercourse be* 
tween the Niger and the coast is attempted, gfeat diffical* 
ties must be encountered. The intervening space is little 
knoira; its inhabitants are apt to view with jealousy the pro- 
gress of strangers; the climate is unfkvourable to Europeda 
life; and, above all, a state of insecurity; with respect bottle 
periM>n and property, prevails throughout the whole of the 
Western coast of Africa, which is particularly unfriendly to 
the establishment of a regular and belaeficial traffic' 
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LETTER FROM Z. MACAULAT, ESQ. APDRESSED 
TO THE. BIGHT H0N0UB:A3X«£ YI^CQUNTi CA^* 
. TLEREAGH, ONE OF HIS MAJESTT's PftllTClPAL 
skCRETA&IES OF *TATE, 5r>A.Tti> JCONBON, j> •'- 

MAT 8, i8or: . ; . t^ 
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My Lord; 

UNOKESTANHiNt} that a sfcfp of war will 'd6on sail A>r 
tlic Afrkan coast* ^^ Mr.^H* Thomtoii b^ing occupied whli 
his election, I take the liberty ofwHteiAii^' jfdur Lo^dilh^ f^  

on the general subject of AfHcaii sffilirs*' f aik enedaraged |i'. . 

to do this by the desire which your Lordship has expr^sed 
of obtaining information respecting that conntry. 

The Eritish settlements in Africa fom at present a very 
loose and disjointed whole* subjected to great ^diversiiyaf 
management, and pursuing ends which widely dliFep from 
each other. GK>ree is a mflitary government; immediatdy 
under the direction of his Miyesty. Sierra Luiooe is at 
present governed by the Sierra Leone Company, by the ao'^ 
thority of u Charter of Justice obtained from the 'King* 
fiance Island, a fortified settlement in the same river, is the 
property of Messrs. J. and A^ Anderson of London, who 
hold it b^y virtue of an Act of Parliament passed in the 
year of the reign of cap. who have hitherto 

used il as a slave fiictory. The forts on die Gold Coast, 
jieven or eight in number, are in the hands of the African ^ 
Company, who receive annually from Parliament the sums 
required for their maintenance, and who continue a com^ 
pany for the sole purpose- of managing these forts, which 
were originally constructed, and have hitherto been support- 
ed, for the protection and encouragement of die Slave Trade* 

With a view both to the British interests in Africa, and 
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1 to the iiDf roTement of Africa itself^ it appears to deserve 

consideranon whether these establishments, as well as 
any other which may hereafter be formed in Africa, should 
^ not be taken under the imme^i^e government of his Ma- 

jesty, Otherwise it is not likely that any uniform plan of 
^ policy can be pursued with respect to that country, nor any 

liberal and concurrent eilforts made to amend the conditiod 
of- its inhabitants^ * It will lilso in that ca^e natnrally become 
a. question* w^etbec thediSerent seltlemeuts on the coast of 
Afr^oa should ^ ,iildfpeni]|c^t .of each o|hfv,. and <&ul^jeArt 
only to the direct controul of his Msyesty'« Governno^iit at 
home; or whether a presidency should be established at one 
of those settlements, under the general controul and dirpo' 
tion of which th^ others ynight be placed. . Supposing the 
la^|e|; ; which .seejn9< the .'be^r* p^a ito ^ adopted,. 1 
^ sl)pf|ld epfertt^n nf|^^4ouh;^ fof reasons JDot no|^ uece^ary . 
tobe.specifiedr.4^at..Sferj;a I^eoa^ is the be;st ^ituatjion^foC; 
such a presidency. ^ . ^ . . . . , , 

But whether the. plaa of.iuutJQg.s^l ;o.ur Afric^^u. settle^ 
m^nts uf^^ th^. g9y^x^nc^| of his.M^e^ty be. adopted 
or not, it, appe^^ to we tha^ some;,st^ps might, be taken 
at the pr^efit moinent which woul4.,bf .attended with ad-., 
y^tage both to Afirica and Great Britain.. T9 these I will 
\ n^w ta^ the liberty of briefly a<|vei;ting, holding;, myself 

j t^j^^A^ fifrni^^your: Lordship with more detailed iufoj^^ 

» matiop, should your X4p,rd§hip;requir^ it. 

|: l\ appears to be, in the first plaice, desirable, tbat, for the 

>i course of the ne9.t year, or two, vessels of war should be sta-- 

tioned at diifereat parts of the African coast (viz. at Sierra . 
Leone, Go|-ee, and the .Gold Coast), with. a vijBw hofh of 
giving effect ^o the provisions of the Act for sibolishing the 
' slave Trade, and for other purposes of . considers^bie mo- 

ment. The Commanders of his Majesty's ships are alm<^; ' 
universally regarded with respect and deference by the 
native chiefs on the coast of Africa. Being recognized., as « 
the representatives and accredited age^.ts of his Ma^^ty^ 
they naturally possess a very coAsid^rable infl^eoc^ among 
those chiefs. 
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t( sbch itSia! caitftealfdtirs, th&refbre/sis visit the cbast 
of Africa, were directed to convey to the chiefs^ with whbtn 
they Ikiay have ah 'of>t>ortiitiity bf boffifimtiicating, favotir- 
able Views of the pHncijiles whicfh have guided the Brilisb 
Legislature in al>olishing the Slave Trade, and to point 
out to them the Various meahs within their reach of ini« 
proving the condition of thdr country, thcit rejpresen- 
tations, I have Htile douBt, Would ptoduce a consider- 
able and a veiry beneficial effect. And this id ^ reihark 
which applies hot only to the CHlicers ot bis MajestyV 
Navy, but to all the iservants of Govetnnient who i-esfde oii 
the Coast, wliether in a civil orhnilitary employment. Siich 
persons might be instructed to attend to the following ob- 
jects. 

1. To procure and transmit to this c6untry accurate in- 
formation respecting the state of Africa, its commercial and 
agricultural capacities, and the social and bivil condition of 
its inhabitailts. J!* 

i. To embrace every oppoituhity of extending and im- [f^< 

proving the British influence in Africa ; by making treaties 
with the native powers, which, vihere it should prove prac* 
ticable, might comprise a recognition of the abolition of the 
Slave Trade by Gre^t Britain, and an engagement mutually 
to discourage the continuance Of that Trade; and by ob- 
taining privileges and immunities in favour of British pliEint- 
ers or traders who might settle among them. 

d* To encourage, and patronise every rational scheme for 
improving the condition of Africa, atid particularly to fa- 
VOttf the introduction 0f persons into that country who may 
be disposed to instruct the natives in useful arts, or who |f 

Ibiay set them an example of profitable cultivation. 

4. To direct the attention of the British Slave Traders 
wbo now I'eside on the coast to the pursuit of agriculture, 
and of a trade in the natural productions of Africa. — And 

6. To take every opportunity of pomting out to the 
AfKcati chiefs the various channels into which the industry 
'of their people may be advantageously directed. 
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On this last point it will' be necesgary to be more spe- 
cific. 

The increase of the population and the comfort of the 
inhabilantSy in any country, so obviously depend on the 
raising a xegular supply of provisions of all kinds, such as 
grain, cattle, pigs, poultry, &c., that it may seem hardly 
necessary to recommend this object to the African chief* 
tains : and yet I am persuaded that much may be done 
by such a recommendation. In particular, it appears im- 
portant to point out to them the advantage which they 
would derive from cultivating generally the white instead 
of red rice, because in that case a vent might easily be 
obtained for their surplus produce of that article, either 
in Great Britain or in the West Indies ; the former species 
being a marketable article, while the other, though equally 
useful as food, would not find a sale out of Africa. 

The other articles of exportable produce, tlie cultivation 
of which seems to me the best adapted to the present state 
of Africa, are indigo, cotton, and coffee ; and these might 
be recommended to the attention of the chiefs. 

Indigo is one of the most profitable articles of tropical 
culture. Almost all which is now consumed in Europe is 
brought from the East Indies. The cultivation and manu- 
facture of it may therefore be introduced with advantage 
into Africa. 

With the cultivation of cotton the natives are already ac- 
quainted. What would chiefly be required with respect to this 
article, would be, to introduce among them the seeds of a 
better species of cotton than now grows generally in Africa, 
and to instruct them in expeditious methods of cleaning it. 

A very good species of coffee was discovered to grow wild 
at Sierra Leone, and has since been cultivated there. From 
this place seeds and plants of that production might be 
easily conveyed to other parts of the coast. 

The rearing of bees, with a view to the wax, and the 
manufacture of salt (an article much in demand in the inte- 
rior of Africa), might be poij^itcd out as profitable modes 
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of industry. Both are now practised on the coast, and 
would only require to be extended. 

In Africa there are also several different kinds of timber 
proper for the use of the cabinet-maker and the ship- 
wright : these might be imported into this country, and might 
therefore furnish the means of employing a part of the labour 
of Africa, were it not that the duties charged on unrated 
woods, on their importation into this country, are so high as 
to amount almost to a prohibition. But perhaps such a 
reduction of tliese duties might be obtained as would place 
the unrated' woods of Africa on a footing with the rated, 
woods of other countries. 

I have already expressed an opinion, that the settlement ^ 

of Sierra Leone is better calculated than any other for the 
presidency of the African coast. Its local advantages are 
great, when compared either with Goree or Cape Coast ^ 

Castle, without taking into account that Goree may be £,^ 

given up to France at a peace. The existence also of a 
colonial establishment at this place, together with the pos* <;! 

session of a considerable extent of territory, will afford facii 
lities for promoting the great objects of African civilLza* 
tion which are ei^oyed in no other place on the coast, par* k^, 

ticularly as the circumstances which have hitherto chiefly 
impeded this object will be removed by the abolition of 
the Slave Trade, and the transfer of the Colony from the 
Company to Government. 

The example, afforded by the Colony, of a mild but firm 
and wd[iH>rdered government, of rational liberty, and of 
secure and productive industry, would be of almost incalcu- ^ . 

lable importance; while the influence which its growing 
strength and respectability, and its growing commercial im- 
portance; must give it over all the neighbouring chiefs^, 
might be exerted in composing their differences and induce 
ing tiiem to pursue plans of peaceful industry. 

Sierra Leone • likewise aflibrds peculiar facilities for the 
institution of schools, with a view to introduce knowledge 
«id useful arts among the Africans. An agricultural ^emi- 
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smiy, tot tbe p«rp6se of iottruetiiig the natms in tiie 
thod of cultivating the difSereat articles of trppical pnkduce 
for which there is a demaad ia Europe, might in this view 
be rendered particukrly useful. 

The establishment of a Court of Vice-AdmraUy nt Siems 
Leone, is another measure which appears worthy of earl j 
considpration. The want of a Court possessing maritime 
jurisdiction on some part of the Africa coast, has long^ 
been Mi as a serious evil. The appointment of such a ju-- 
dicature appears now to be doubly reqmsite ; for, otherwise^ 
all the vessels on or near the coast of Africa, which may be 
seized under the Act for abolishing the Slave Trade, must 
be carried to the West Indies for adji|dicatioa; — a course 
which must be attended with at least a very unnecessary pro- 
traction of the confinement on shipboard of the capturei) 
slaves. It would also be much easier to dispose of thesft 
at Sierra Leone, than it would be in the West Indies. The 
6}stem .of free labour being already established a^ Sierr^ 
Leone, the introduction of any number of Negroes into that 
colony, whether on the footing of free labourers, or as ap« 
prentices for a limited period, could be attended with none 
of those inconveniences which it is alleged would flow 
from it in our West-India Islands. A better chance would 
also be thus afforded for restoring many of the captufed 
Slaves to their former connections ; and many of them, after 
having enjoyed the benefit of instruction in ag|?iei]|ltiire 
and other useful arts at the Colony, might be f|dvantageous- 
ly employed in disseminating, in other parts of Africa, the 
knowledge which they had thus acquired. 

The forts on the Gold Coast, ii properly employed, 
might be made very important engines <Mf pFoaK>tii|g the 
mutual benefit of Great Britain and Africa^ In addition tp 
those which we already possess, it might be advisable to 
obtain possession of two or three Dutch ibrt|^ sitaaCedon 
the same coast, which, I apprehend, would be a work iti very 
little difficulty. If this were effected, we shouM possess 
almost the entire controul of that line of coast winch ck«* 
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tviids fro»ii Cape Three Poiats to thi^ Rip V<?lUi.-r-It h %-• 
portaiiil here to rfo^ar^, that at this monsiept the lawa of 
tbis district of Africa are adiAinister^^ ip a great d^gfee bg( 
the QoverQor9 df these forts, who o^iuarily prppeed^ ^i^ 
admrnisteripg them, on the prii|dj]ileaA opt of Sntisb, l^j^ 
of African legislation : th^t is to sgiy, tjl^ie guilt of Afrip^ii^ 
oriiidnals is tried, not by t|ie je^piy^^ >'^^ V^ ^^videnc^ 
liut by the application of spni^ 9t^4^^\». yfk¥?h ^ ffgarded^ 
according to the effect ^liicb it pro(jp^^ ^% de^isivf.of 
guilt or innoceQCfs. Persoiis lhi|$ ^up4 gj^lty l^e^ig liat>)i^ 
to be sold as slaves, and the Qoyproorf of the fyttf^^ b$;^|g 
genetally, slave traders, it may ^presuip^dthM 90900 degi;^ 
of abuse may have arisen from tlus source. It if obvious, 
however, that the power M^hi^h has b^en thu9 eqipIoy^<]|, ^i 
that without being resisted, may be cof|v^tte4 ifttP |U} I9r 
strumeut of great good to Afrif^ft; ^94 tjhijt tie Gpvfi^Q^rs 
irbo may now be appointed, being jpstrucled to sqbttitiitf 
equitable principles of 1«^, and beneypleot ma^^iffis of 
policy, in place of those which have growp up u^d^f t|if 
j^rmer system, may by that changi^ dlone operate 4 vi^ry 
considerable ameiioratipu ia tb^ civil condition of tl^Q inhar 
faitants of a part of the c:oaat whkh ei^teud« from thre^ t^ 
four hundred miles in length. 

It may be proper to mention, that there are other parts pf 
4he coast, wh^re the interference of his Afajeity, at least il> 
Ae capacity of an authoritative medialor, would be readily 
admitted ; for example, in the country throu^ which the 
fiver Sherbro and its numerous branches iiow. It is ad- 
ttittsd by the ehieia (who are unjtqd in a nominal confedo- 
facy, under ahead, who is called the King of Sherbro), that^ 
In coaseqnence of some services conferred on them by the 
King t>f Great Britain, about tlie beginnisg of the last ceA- 
tary> he was then formally acknowledged as their snpeiior 
lard, and that he must still be ooiaiderediaa retaining all the 
rights which were conferred on him <by this acknowledgmeniL 
In an attempt, which the Goveraov of Sierra Leone ktely 
wnde, to puf an end by t f^aty to a| war wHidi had continued 
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f6T B6me yean to ravage and depopulate this district^ Le' 
found himself greatly assisted in his endeavours by a r«fer* 
cnce to the relation in which they stand to his Majesty. 
Cootd he have shewn that he was fully armed with the 
King's authority, his mediation, he believed, would have been 
much more effectual : as it was, he prevailed on the contend- 
ing^ parties to agree to a tmce, which has been observed for 
the last two years without interruption. 

It may be proper to add, that the river Sherbro watert 
one of the most fertile countries in Africa, where even sugar* 
cane of an excellent quality is seen growing without cvA^ 
ture. An island at the mouth of this river, called York 
Tsfand, is a part of the possessions of the African Company, 
and may, of course, be considered as belonging in fkU 
Tnght to his Majesty. * 

But, after all that has been said, it cannot be denied, that 
much of the success of any plan which may be pursued; 
with a view to benefit Africa, must depend on the degree in 
which the African Slave Trade may be generally suppress- 
ed. At the present moment, the Portuguese are the only 
Btttien actually engaged in this trade, who will be at liberty 
te edrry it *on after the termination of the current year. 
It can hardly, perhaps, be expected, that Portugal should 
relinquish entirely her share in the Slave Trade : might 
it not, however, be possible to induce that power to cont- 
fine her share of the Slave Trade to the Eastern Coasl*, 
and the Coast of Angola'? In fact, the Portuguese Slave 
Trade is already confined within these limits, with the ex.* 
ceptioD only of two ships, which annually visit the settle- 
ment of Bissao, at the mouth of the llio Grande, and carry 
off thence a c|irgo of slaves. If the Portuguese could be 
induced to tib»uloB this smkll part of their trade, the Afri- 
can coast, irom the SKhh degree of north latitude to the 
4th or 6th degree of south latitude, would be entirely freed 
frtmi the Shive Trade, at least during the continuance ci the 
piresejnt war. The small ntimber of slaves fprmerly taken 
fromBissan* w6Hld easily be supplied from . Angola ;. and 
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this without any aggravation of the trade on that : part of 
the coasty when the extensive British Slave Trade,^ ^Aerto 
carried on there, shall have ceased. To give full effect to anj 
such agreement with the Portuguese Government as has been 
alluded to^ it would be highly desirable to obtain the cesr 
sion to this country of the settlement of Bissao. To tbe 
Portuguese it is at present of very little value, though in 
the hands of Great Bfitain it might become an imporUuit 
possession. There is a good fort already erected * theie* 
The natives on the island, and in some of the parts adja^ 
cent, have been in some degree civilised by their inters 
course with the Portoguese, and are very willing to labouf 
for hire in the cultivation of the soil. The cluster of islands 
in its neighbourhood are almost all ferule, and some of them 
are wholly unoccupied. One of the most desirable of theses 
Bulama, is already the property of an English Company, 
called " The B&lama Association." Additional purchases of 
land might easily be made from the natives. The possession 
of Bissao would give to this oou^try the command of that 
fine river the Rio Grande, at the mouth of which it is situ- 
ated; and would enaMe us to exert a beneficial iaiueftoe 
among die natives, far beyond the bounds of our^ actual 
occupancy. • - 

Whether any measures can be taken to prevent the Por- 
tuguese, or any other neutral power, from supplying tile 
hostile powers of France, Spain, and Holland with iNegroes, 
is a question which it is not for me to discuss. ; If -cargoie? 
.of slaves, destined to increase the colonies a^ marine of oiir 
enemteSi eould foirly be comprised under the ru|je of tb« 
war 1756, and be madjs liable in consequence to sei^mre and 
condemnation, our crui2ers would probably soon put an en« 
tire stop to this branch of the trade. 

If, besides this, those friendly and neutral nations^ who 

have never had any concern in the Slave Trade, -^vic. Rtts« 

sia, Sweden, Austria, Prussia, the Hanse Towns, and Sicily**^ 

.would take effectual measures to prevent the use of their 

.^ags for tlie purpose of carrying on this tra4^|' ^^ measure 
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Mikln belbre Imy ttttc^^ts ire trenftd In tkc^se t^mitries 
ioMilie to 9Bith a nMWire, it might sot b^ difficult to effipct t 
-^if 'Dettmftrk wbttid e«ifi>rc« the provisions of the Royal^Or- 
•MMIMSe, by which the Sltiire Tmde lAras to cease In ia04 : 
-^ff dVe^ dflferelit ^oifers» together ^kMi htatr'tt^, irhos^ 
flhve Trade ceates by IflW on the 1st of January next, Aifrould 
k^i^e to abattdoh to eajittire, by British vessels, kl\ %hlpi 
iHttring their flftgt iAAth wight be found engaged in the 
SAive Trade, the abolittto 6f that nrade, kt least during 
the War, ^tM be t;dtj&j>fefe : Md it mtiy be bbped, if ihb 
W^ ^hotiM cOhthHie for a few years longer, that the iin* 
Ijrovemeat which might 'tidie place in that time oh the coast 
erf'Afriek migfrt i^hder ft dMScerh for France atid Holland 
to revive thib l^ve THtde, even if they were inclined t6 
46 so. 
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X£Tir£a ffROU Z. MACAULAY, TO THE R|6HT 

Hox. Lord mulgrave, dated trONDON, 
SEPT. IT, 1807. 

-Bfy Lord, 

. Sir lUiibard Bickei^on has done me the honour to request 
fbtttlwt^uldistateto yoUi* Lordship, ih writing, ^hat #ede 
th^ view^ of ihe Sierra Leone Company, in the applicktibh 
-which ^y htite'Made io your Lordship tbat a ^hif) of wmr 
might b^ itati^^ for a thAe at the colony of Sierra' Leone. 
Wbat tfiey hiaid dhiefiy in view was to provide fyr the secu« 
rity of the settlement. The last disptitches from the Gover« 
ndt of Sietra Leone express -considerable fears lest the 
-4i1ave traders resident on the coast, exasperated by the abo- 
lition of the Slave I'rade, which they -choose to cohsider aa 
a measure effected chiefly by the instrumentality of tha 
Company, dtiould excite Uie neigbbonring natives to nets 
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of hostility against the colony. Threats of this kind have 
lieen held out by those traders, and, consideriqg the pilaus 
they poissess of ioflueocjng the native chiefs^ there is cer- 
tainly some danger lest they' should attempt to c^rry tbei)[i 
into execntiou. But even if they should not proceed this 
length, much of their liostile intentions with respect to tlie 
colony would be effected by the alarms which such threats 
^](cite among the colonists, and which tend greatly to retard 
the progress of cultivation, and of other imprgvementa. In 
either case, the presence of a ship of war will be of the ut' 
ino9t consequence. If the apprehensions of aotua} attacjc 
should be groundless, it wiU dissipate those apprehci^sion^- 
)[f^ on the other hand^ they shguld be well-foiipded, it wiU 
jgreatly streiigthen the means of repelling such ap a^acl^ W 
even entii'ely prevent its taking place^ The colony* indeed> 
IS of itself sufficiently strong to resist any force whjlch tha 
natives are likely to bring against it ; but it js highly die- 
sirable that they should be deterred from making any hostile 
attempt^ and to this, nothing would more e^eetuajly ts^jt- 
tribute, thafi the appearance in the xiver of o^e nf bis 
Majesty's ships, specially sent ixy/i tiie ^ot^on ^ the 
colony ; and if, by such a measure, present dan^r be put- 
vented, its future recurrence is hardly to be expet^ed- 
The commander cf the ship of wsif will naturally announce 
in an official way, that the colony* being transferred frp^ 
the Sierra Leone Company to the Cxown> is now take^i 
nnder his Miyesty's niore immediate government and pra- 
tection. The British Slave Traders^ whose madunations 
with the native powers are regarded as the chief source of 
danger, when this change shall be made known to them by 
such an authority, will probably be deterred in future 
from pursuing any of those unfriendly measures towards 
the colony which would thenceforward incur the guilt of 
treason. And the native chiefs also, who well know how 
to distinguish between the resources of the Sierra Leone 
Company and those of the British Government, would be far 
less easily induced to act a hostile part against the settle- 
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ment The transfer of the colony is intended to take place 
in form on the 1st of January next. ' It is needless to ob- 
serve, that the presence of one of his Majesty's ships, at 
that time, will add great weight to the transaction, in the 
eyes of the colonists, and of the surrounding natives. 

With respect to the time during which it may be proper 
to station a vessel of war at Sierra Leone, it b not easy 
to give a distinct opinion. This is a point which it might, 
perhaps, be advisable to leave in some measure to the dis- 
cretion of the commander, acting in concert with the Go^ 
vemor of the colony. I do not, however, apprehend that 
it will be necessary that the ship should remain constantly 
in the river Sierra Leone, during the whole of the time that 
it may be advisable she should continue on that station. Ry 
making occasional excursions in the neighbourhood^ the 
commander may have it in his power to yield protection to 
the British ships trading on the coast, as well as to enforce 
the provisions of the Act of last session for abolishing the 
Slave Trade; he may also have opportunities, by means of 
the more extended intercourse with the African' chie& 
which he will thus obtain, of improving in various ways the 
British interests in Africa. But on this and some other col- 
lateral points, I beg leave to refer your Lordship to the 
accompanying copy of a letter which I had the honour ' some 
months ago of addressing to Xord Castlereagh. To save 
your Lordship's time, I have marked in the margin with 
red ink, those parts of the letter which have a more imme- 
diate reference to the subject of the present communi- 
cation. 
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XETTER FROM Z. MACAULAX, ESQ* TO EDWARD 
COOKE, ESQ. DATED^ LONDON) APRIL 11, 1808. 

Sir, 

Agree ABLT to yoar request, I have now the honour to 
tubmit to your consideratioD a paper of Memoranda on 
the subject of the. instructions to be given to the Govern* 
ment.of SiermLeone. I will now take the liberty of ad- 
verting to a few. points not touehed upon in those Memo- 
]:anda. 

I. In a letter which I had the honour to address to Lord 
Castlereagh, in May 1807, on the general subject of Africa,, 
I ventured to suggest, that advantage might be derived from 
obts^ining possession, of the different forts on the coast be? 
longing to the enemies of Great Britain. This measure 
still appears to fne to be one of great moment^ and which it 
would also be very easy to accomplish. The reduction of 
the Putch forts on ^lie Gold Coas^ and of the Portuguese 
fort of Bissao (if that is to be considered as hostile) would re- 
quire little effort; and even .Senegal itself is incapable of 
making any matei;ial resistance. . , 

. 2. Another point, to which I would take the liberty of 
adverting, is the expediency of making Sierra Leone a 
place of strength* AVithout this, its influence among the 
natives will be limited and precarious: it will neither be 
able to repel, aggression, nor will it obtain credit for the 
moderation and . forbearance it may exercise ; while, the 
»ense of insecurity will be .a l^ar to exerCioia on the part of 
the colonists. In order , to render the colony sufficiently 
strong, I apprehend that some additions ought still to be 
made to the fortifications, and that the nuihber of the troops 
should be increased. To prevent the necessity, however, of 
/tending many European troops tbither> it may ]>e' desirably 
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to keep op the Tolanteer corps of NoTa-Sooliin tad fifaroon 
Blacks, wbicli has been formed at the colony, and to send 
over a few companies of Ofie t>f the West-India regimeota. 
These would be nseful, not merely as a garrison, and as 
tending to add to the aecarity ef the eohmy, by tarytng At^ 
descrii^lioa of its 4brce$ bat rito as a reciaiting deCaab* 

r', meut. 

!* 3. It appears to be not less necessary to the success of 

'* the colony, that the e^tabli Amcat of civil sennnts shonld 

be ample ; otherwise the aftiirs of the cQtofly will fall into 

i disorder, nor #ill it be possible fer th% Ootemment tt> 

'j extend their exertions beyond its limits. In this view^ 

therefore, it seems dcsitable, that a ntnnbfer of respectable 
|i r young men (ten or fifteen) should be induced to go out in ftt 

capacity of writers. Tliese, after ha^'ittg uccfninid a kmnnv 

.* ledge of the affairs of the colony, aitti tf th« customs and 

languages of the natives, wotild be prepared to engage la 
the difTeieut clepartmentis t^hich might require their aervice ; 
an arrangement, the advantage of which 1^ Strongly etem- 
plitred in the East Indies. The tklary t6 be given 16 sudi 

' ' persons, might be fixed at about 20(rf. peV abnamg subject 

to some increase, after certain terms of Service, in easCl 

/ nhcre they had not already riseu to superior situations. 

4. I Ifdve said nothing in the Memorandia, of the extent 
^ and modifications of the power which a Oovemot ptMfBesses, 

with regard to the suspensioh and dismissal Hy{ servants ia 
cases of improper conduct ; nor with regard to the lilting op 
of vacancies, and the employing of sucli servants as may bi 
requisite. I liave also omitted to say any Dfing d^f the manrnet 
in wliich the stores, which may be waiftrf la Ifcre cohmy 
{such as stationery, gunpowder, and other orJnahce stores, 

I bunding materials, &c.) are to lie procured ; tjt in Wfaidl 

bills ar/e to be drawn, for thepayiuetit of salaries attd <^er 

M current expenses ; or of the nature of the Toutlhets ^Iftrih 

will be required. All these points, 1 presume, wfli be re- 
gulated by the estaWished rules of his Majesty^ service. 

5. Should the institution of the Prise Ctmit, i^ioh ft Is 
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ppi^oflid to pteol at ^krra Leoae, b« delayed,, k ffOf^ 
aevertibeless, be «xp«dieiit to tran^ant to tha Govamer 
copies of tbe Orders in Coaaeil lately issued am Ike 
subject of the seizure which may be made under the Act 
fer abolishing the Slave Trade. . , . 

B. I hate already stuted^ that Mn Dwi^es^ who has beau 
ap}>otnted one of the Coamission^of Inquiry, is ready to 
proceed to Sierra Leone, wilh Mr. Thompsoo, aad ta 
aecupy himself there in pursuits eoaoected with the object 
0f his mission, until the arrival a€ the otfier Commissioner^ 
siiid of the frigate nvhich is to be appvi^riated to that service* 



JiEMOAANBA £NCLOS£B 711 THE PREC£I>IKO 
LETTER TO E. COOKE, ESQ. 

1. Mr. Thompson to be directed to proceed to Sierm 
Leone in the ship of war vdnch is about to sail Mtker, and 
to succeed Mr. Ludlam inllte government of the Colony on 
Ae 1st of October, 1808, or sooner, should Mr. Ludlam 
before that time vacate his situation. Mr. Thompson, in 
the interim, to fill the situation of fost in Council. 

2. The Governor and Cooncfl to enjoy and exercise, until 
liirther orders, the same legis^tive and judicial functions 
mth which the Sierra Leone Company's Governor and 
Council were invested by his Majesty's Charier of lustioe; 
their proceedings bdng t)f course sulijeet to (he appre4isfeioa 
of hid Majesty instead of t hart of the Court of Dfrectevs.^ 

8. The Governor 'to foe frrrther invested witli the various 
civil and m^ary powers usuaHy confened on theGovemofS 
of other firitish Colonies. 

4. To direct that all the ordinances and regulationa 
%irhich may be adopted by liie Government ef the Colony, 
whethei: they respect its interna} administrfftion, its defence 
from foreign attack, or its Tdations with the native powers-^ 
i^ short, all their proceedings of a public nature, wilh the 
reasons on which such proceedings are l^mnded, and the 



cv^m^pondence which may be entered into — be i^idarlj 
lecorded ; and that copies of the same be transnitted from 
time to time to his Majesty's principal Secretaiy of State. 

6. To direct that all the engagements made to the present 
Colonists^ on the subject of grants of land, by the Sierra 
Leone Company, and all the stipulations entered into be- 
tween the Company and the Native Chiefs, be considered as 
binding on the present Government. 

6. To direct that, agreeably to the provision of the Act 
o£ Parliament for transferring the Colony to the Crown, the 
Gc^venior shall immediately proceed to decide what part of 
the buildings erected in the Colony by the Sierra Leone 
Company shall be surrendered, along with the fortifications, 
f o the Crown, and what part shall still continue in the hand« 
of the Company. 

N. B. In the discussions which took place preparatory to 
. &e transfer, between the Lords' Committee of the Privy Coun- 
cil for Trade and Plantations, and the Court of Directors, 
it was agreed that the Company should only retain such 
buildings as had been erected by them for commercial or 
agricultural purposes. 

7. To make it understood that his Mfyesty's Government 
h Mi\ixfkis to carry into full effect those views of policy 
which have led to the Abolition of the Slave Trade ; and 
that k is their wjsh tliat the Colony of Sii^rra Leone should 
aioid to the natives an ex^ample of a. mild but firm and well- 
oi^lered government, and of secure and productive industry; 
and that the influence which its growing strength,, and its 
growing coraniercial importance, may give it over the neigh- 
bouring chiefs, should be exerted in composing their diffe- 
rences, and inducing them to pursue plans of peacefi|J[ 
iadnstry* ' / 

8. In confornnty with these general principles, to instruct 
the Government of Sierra Leone to encourage and pa- 
ironiae every rational scheme of improving the condition of 
Africa ; to favour .the introduction of persons iqto that 
4:ou|Ltry who may be disposed to. mstruct the. Natives 19 
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tiseful aits, or to set them an example of profitable cCilti- 
Tation ; to direct the attention of the British Slave Tradens; 
"who now reside on the coast, to the pursuit of agriculttire, 
and of a trade in the natural productions of Africa ; to take 
«vcry proper opportunity of pointing out to the African 
Chiefs the various channels into which the industry of their 
people may be advantageously directed; to extend and 
improve as much as possiblethe British influence iu Africa, 
by making treaties with the native powers, which, where it 
shall prove practicable, may comprise a recognition of the 
Abolition of the Slave Trade by Great Britain, and an 
engagement mutually to discourage the revival of thai 
trade by any othsar nation, and which may secure privi- 
leges and immunities in favour of British traders and planters, 
who may settle among the natives ; to adopt every practi- 
cable expedient for eperiing fresh channels of trade between 
Africa and Great Britain ; to promote all eligible plans for 
exploring the interior, and particularly to endeavour to open 
a direct communication between the highest navigable point 
of the Sierra Leone river and the Foulah country, and alto 
with the Niger; to encourage the acquisition of t^e native 
languages by the servants of Government and others in the 
colony, and to consider a proficiency in these as forming a 
ground of preference in designating, jpersons to particular 
situations ; and to use their best endeavours to excite in- 
dustry, to repress immoral practices^ and to maintain and 
encourage religion and virtue^ both within the Colony, and 
as iar as ^heir influence may extend among the natives* 

9. To require from the Governor and Council a full state- 
ment of their views respecting the system of policy which 
appears to them best suited to the circumstances of the 
Colony, in regard to the different branches of its iAtemal 
adminbtratio.n, civil, judicial, and military ; in regard to its 
political relations with the native chiefs ; and in regard to 
the promotion of agriculture, commerce, and civilization, 
both -within the settlement and^ by means of the settlement, 
among the natives. '^ 
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1^ To Mfttirft more particularly from tbem an epiniott 

on the following points* viz: — 

JFk-iL The nature and extent of the establishment re<0)i^ 

site for the Colony* with a statement of the aaiaries 

which it would be proper to annex to the diSuenI 

offices. 

Seeandp The conditions on which, grants .of land ought to 

be made by the Government to individuals. 
JUrd. The best mode of increasing the population of the 

colony^ and of insuring a regular supply of labourers^ 
Fimrth. The additions which it would be proper to make 
to the fortificaiions* with an estimate of the expense^ . 
This ought to be accompanied by aa acawinft of tb^ 
present state of the fortifications. 
11. To require fuU information on all sulijeDts eomiectefi 
with the state and progress of the Colony* as well as wMk 
the state and condition of A£rioa in general* 

12* To direct that a copy of all the local regfilatioao 
which are now in fofce in the Colony, be tiwismitted to 
£qgland. 

M* BIrcJItfi Lane, April 11* 1B08. 
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XETTER FROM THOMAS LUDLAM, ESQ. TO Z,, 
MACAUXAT, ESQ^ PAT;EP FOET THORNTOBT, 
APfilL 14, 1&07. 

My Dear Sir* 

I OFPBB a few tbbiights on the subject of the Abolition of 
theSl^ve Trad^ iis it ro^pects .Afiicain g«ne£al*iaiid'Our owit 
colony in particular. 



tn the first place, the Abolition of itself will not preveQt 
l|ie Africans from still remaining a savage and uncivilized 
people. To abolish the Slave Trade is not to abolish the 
violent passions which now find vei\t in that particular di-> 
rectifon. Were it to cease, the misery of Africa would arise 
from other causes ; but it does not follow that Afri«a would 
be Tess miserable : she might even be less mberable, and yet 
be savage and* u ncivilized . 

This will doubtless be acknowledged : and it may be asked 
why I repeat so obvious a truth* I answer, because die 
writings of the Abolitionists leave a contrary impression. 
They speak of the darkness in which we have kept Africa, 
and of the happiness which she may now look forward to» 
83 if it were an unquestionable fact that Africa would have 
been' civllfzed bad it not been for the Slave Trade: nay, 
further, that civilization, Chrfstianity, and happiness, arte 
now to be looked forward to as the natural effects of Abo- 
lition *. . They say not this in direct terms ; to do so would 
Sufficiently expose the absurdity ; but it is an obvious, and 
sometimes an. unayoidable^ conclusion from what they do 
•ay, ".  :  

I mention it therefore on two accounts : First, that the 
friends of Africa may recollect the true nature and effects 
of Abolition. They must remember, that it does not actu«- 
ally set us forward one step in our course. It removes an 
artificial barrier which could not otherwise have Iteeti forced; 
but all the natural obstacles to the unprovement of a savage 
people, remain, as great as "ever. Secondly, that warm and 
Y^nthinking people may be cautioned a^inst a disappoints 
aient that might lead to unfortunate consequences. Th^ 

t < • •  - * • 

* Those who afe mol'e pantfous, speak as if a fri,«^d]ly,iaterc^xse, 
with the AfHcaiis iaast niBltutally take place after the Abolition, and 
SB if civilisitloii W^ld batarally follow from a friendly intercourse.' 
It is mv€tk aearel' tlhetr^tli t6 affihn,iElMit aSe^^interested iatercoone ! 
WUI tak6i>laee^ and that iiijftries, retaliilifons, wars, and coaqaestt," 
wiU b^ the aataral effecu of am InlKf coarse^ Xhsil scivitizatlon wItt 
"fiiltow Gonqiietti^ t awit tewlUy allow. 

•H 
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example of Carolina thews, that a conntry may fint abolbh 
yet afterwards re-establish the Slave Trade. And the course 
is easy. Under a lukewarm government^ smuggling may be 
practised to any extent When unpunished breaches of such 
a law become notorious, the argument is plain, that much 
evil, even to the slaves themselves, might be prevented by 
regulating the trade. The trade cannot be regulated with' 
out being legalized. Its warmest enemies at present may by 
that time become lukewarm, having perceived so little direct 
beniefit to arise from the Abolition : disappointment may 
even lead them to think the Africans incapable of improve- 
ment; In such a state of mind they will readily yield to the 
expediency of letting the best practicable be done, rather 
than exert themselves in vain after the best that could be 
wished for, and think that humanity itself is on their side 
when they'establish a regulated, in order to supersede a con- 
traband. Slave Trade. 

In the next place I would observe, that the administration 
of every African government must become extremely 'severe, 
if not extremely bloody. When so effectual a punishment 
as slavery is done away, which yet, as it shed's no blood, is 
readily executed on petty criminals and in doubtful cases,' 
severe punishments and more terrible examples must be in- 
troduced. Every ancieqt institution, the power of every he- 
reditary chief, must now be sustained by blood, instead o^ 
slavery. It is true, that through the Slave Trade the pu- 
nishment of many small crimes has been raised into slavery ; 
but it is no less true, that the punishment of some great' 
ones has been sunk into it. ' The effect will be similar on' 
the public law by which the intercourse of independent' 
towns aind tribes is regulated. Like as in all feudal govern- 
ments, every African chief is more ready to protect his own 
retainers, whether right or wrong, than to do justice to 
others. At present, therefore, an iiyured chief catchtes the 
people of his neighbour, and this compels th^ aggr^ss^ t« 
talk the palaver, as otherwBe bis people would be sold^ 
When it is do longer worth while to catch them 1>y toirpinik^ 
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and hold tliem as a pledge of justice, the injured party must 
make/war ; and kill his neighbour's people for revenge, since 
he cannot sell them for satisfaction. 

' I would observe, thirdly, that notwithstanding all that has 
been said about the taste the Africans have acquired for Eu- 
ropean commodities, there is little reason to expect they will 
exert themselves, in the way of regular industry, in order to 
obtain those commodities. . I rather think that they will 
sink back to their former state, which is still the state of the 
i^tives two or three hundred miles inland. They will 
weave their own cloth, raise their own tobacco, smelt their 
oWn iron, and resume their bows and artows. Be it remem- 
bered, that the greatest demand for their rice (the " staple 
of the country ") is to supply the slaves while kept in fac- 
tories, or during the Middle Passage. They will scarcely 
ever be able to exchange rice for European goods ; for it can 
hardly be supposed that African rice will answer in the 
English market. Cotton, coffee, and sugar, were they to 
raise them, would be excluded, as not being produced in 
British Colonies. Where, then, will be their inducement to 
industry 1 The collection of rude produce is not industry; 
and if it were, how contemptible is its quantity, and how 
easily is the market overstocked with every sort, except 
iVory. What inducement, then, can they have to regular 
industry ! Its present self-denial is torment : its future ad- 
vantages they have no relish for. 

^ Another probable consequence of the Abolition of the 
Slave Trade is, that, on the return of peace, French influence 
will predominate throughout the whole c(Mist. Our own 
people will in such a case be drawn away to foreign colo* 
nies, as much as they are now to foreign factories. The im- 
mense American possessions of the French and their depen- 
4ents, the Dutch and Spaniards, will be sufficient, without 
any very great addition of capital, to take off half as many 
slaves as Africa has been accostomed to furnish. This 
estimate cannot be called excessive. At any rate, they 
w^uld purchase great numbers, and they would be the only 
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purchasers. Every African chief would look up to tbeiu, . 
as his sole dependance, for every thing which gratified his 
passions or supported his powen Those, chiefs who are 
most involved in the Slave Trade are generally the most de- 
terminedf artful, and activeof the whole body* Their affec-^ 
tions must go with their interests. Those, therefore, who are 
capable of being our most formidable enemies in Africa, will 
be closely leagued with our most inveterate enemies from , 
Europe. The usual system of debts, moreover^ will place 
the chiefs continually in the power of those who trade with 
them. In fac^ the French must possess all those advantagea . 
over the English, which we have felt th^ Slave traders -to 
possess over th% colony* As to any hope, that,, befpre the< 
French can re-establish the Slave.Tradp,.Ae Africans may. 
have formed new habits, and learned to obtain the. European ;^ 
commodities which they want by patient industry or a^wide* . 
extended inland commerce, it seems to me contnury ^o all. 
experience of the progness towards civili;pition in other and 
more favoured countiies. 

There will be no question, I presume, that the French 
will diligently endeavour to extend tl^t^x iofluenpe in Africa 
by all possible meapsy . and as diligently ep4^ayo|UMr to drive 
us out of it. ^ . . , ' : 

I hold it incontestable also, that ta a few gfears smuggling , 
will, be practised to a vast extent. I^i^y it not be que^. 
tloned, whether]|[opening the pqxfa of South .C^rp^lina did 
really increase the American Slave Trad^, oc„.wbatis still 
more to the purpose,, the importation^ of slaves.. into that 
state? That it made thex9 cheaper to ^e purchaser, I have, 
no doubt; but« so &r as I have se^n^ there. w^.a^, many 
AmericajD Slave traders. oi^.^ pgr^ of t^, coast he/ore it 
was made lawful* as afterwards. Ai^ericanj.dups-.used to^ 
supply the Spanish colonies with slaves in spite of all pro- , 
hibitions : will not they ^o thejsa^ agsu^ ^ben. their own 
ports are closed 1 How surely does a, demand ^r any , 
commodities produce a supply ! In the present iQ$tance thf . 
demand is for men« women» and ctuldren; and can we 
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dovbttlat illicit methods .vriH be re^ortfed to. f<piir.4upplyiiie 
them I The proifit, indeecU.iiittst b^ proportioned to the 
risk. My chief hope is» thaft pur WestJodw planters will 
not be. able to pay tl^ia. iticr^sed price, while their gains 
are kept down by the rivalsh^ tf mare fertile colopses. 

The traders oil this coilst tare of many nations ; Gomans, 
Frenoh, aiid Americans, a^ well as English. I ^ should iiot 
wonder to see the flags df aome nations ,oii' these seas 
wl|icb never appeared here b^bire, or which, in fiict, have 
scaffoely-a flag to. shew any where. An Ei^glisfaman now 
hece/aviiws his intention of turning French citizen directly, < 
and netting his own countrymen at defiance. 

I G^not he much influenced by the question of eapitah the' 
fappe of high profits will transfer it, in spite of dny risk. 
It is imneeessary to produce instances ;' the writers against- 
t|ie Sl^ve Trade, themsidves, farhish ibondanbe. But,jn ^ct, 
the Slave Trade requires very little capital. A slave's goods- 
will not cost above ten pounds: ten pounds per head 
more it. leokpoed a iair freight i ^his wi)^sh^w at omee'how 
snail a capital ia r^qtnred for the whole' supply of our 
eneitoies? possessions. I luppose Slaves will aHreragis^ f^om 
flu/, to' 86/. 'Wai n(Mt s«c& a profit draw Capital ifrom all 
qnartBr^t Sa^ fumll are the' vessels which .the Americans 
emph>y^^that I suppose any adventurer who can command 
KKKtf* has capitsU enough to have a vessel of his own, an^* 
trade for himself. Can lOOidl. in any other trade be em* ' 
ployed so advantageously f' I question whether the traders ' 
niow Resident' on this part of the coast have hot capital 
enough amohg themselves to carry on its trade. 

iLet us i^ow consider its'more direct effecfs oh ourselves. 
I presume Hhkt no one, acquainted with' th^ country, will ' 
dtmbt that the Abolition' will produce attacks (perhaps 
many ai^d fbrmidable attacks) tipon the colony. I do not 
pretend to be prophet Sufficient to say y^hat nationit, or how 
many, will make war upon us ; bat that several will, is ccr*' 
USA, etcept those who' bitve lived longest among Africanfl[ 
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are most ignorant of African dispositions *. The desire of 
revenge, the hope ef plunder, the intrigues of disappointed 
white men, warlike habits, and the want of any other foe * 
worth attacking, are motives which must stimulate tiiem to 
the attempt. I never heard an argument on the opposite 
fljde, except what was implied in the question, " If the co- 
lony be destroyed, who will buy their produce 1" - I an- 
swer* First, Ships now come to buy it ; and will not come 
the less because the trade lies more open, and is shared by 
fewer rivals. Secondly, Some Stories will still be left ; 
and others will jnttend that they are to be always kept np, 
if it be only for the sake of persuading the natives that 
^ey will run no risk of iiyuring the trade of their coun- j 

try by destroying us. Thirdly, Contingent and distant 
interests can have little influence among a savage people^ 
when opposed to the thirst of revenge and the hope of 
present gain* 

 

Secondly. The Abolition will retard the progress of cul- 
tivation within the colony; for it will render cultivation 
more hazardous, and trade more profitable. That cultiva* 
tion will be more haaardous, needs no proof, if what I have 
said in the last paragraph be admitted as^true.v But if we 
be not actually attacked, many causes will concur to turn 
the balance in ^vour of trade. We shall, at least for a long 
time, be in foar of attack : our enemies (both black and 
white) know well how much the rumours of war harass and 
disturb us, and therefore they seldom leave us long without 
such causes of disquietude. The colonists, at least the 
Nova-Scotians, always averse to cultivation, catch eagerly 
at every, pretence. oC hazard to excuse their neglect of it. 
Many years' experience ba& shewn us how easily our gru* 
mettas have beejB driven away by every alarm; and without « 

• The European traders 'profess to believe that they will be cat 
to pi^c^8,.fiid l^eir lactones, plaiulerecl, as s^pa ai the Natives are^ , 
•pre that the trade is abpat to cease* pjoubUess they are ipi lo^^ 
danger. 

1 
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-acoDstant supply of labourers, cultivation canaot succeed. 
Nearly the whole of the more intelligent and active^ parX of 
our people have at all times shewn a decided preference tp 
trade ; and^ of late^ colonial trade has become more success- 
ful. All these things will increase the bias in favour of 
commer<^e. But the proper trade of the coast will also 
become moire advantageous* The rivalship of the slave- 
trajders, in purchasing produce, is much more than a common 
rivalship. The vessels, and iactoriesj and agents, which 
are necessary to buy slaves, can purchase produce without .^ 

any additional expense-— ~>but it would lead me £ai from my ' w' 

present subject, were I to enumerate the causes, both general jj: 

toad local, which give the slave-traders a decided superiority 
over us. The little produce which has lately been collect- 
ed, is obtained chiefly in consequence of our people pushing ' 
IfitD new rivers, or, as I may say, opening new sources 1: 

of trade; hither the slave-traders follow them, and ulti* 
mately endeavour to exclude them*. . 

When the Slave Trade has ceased, we shall have an equal 
chance with others i and, undoubtedly^ in proportion as our I 

trade succeeds, so it will increase. Some of our traders are t 

not Hke the main body of the people : they do not sit down " I 

and rest when once they are ^ell off, but rather, are stimu- 
lated by being well off to aim at being better. Their indus* 
try and capital, he it little or much, will naturally be em- 
ployed in that way which is at once best known, easiest* and 
most profitable. I deny not, that trade will be hazardous,, 
as ,well as cultivation ; but were it much more hazardous^ 
high pfofits would tu)m th<e scale. . The unpleasantness and^ 
difficulties of a trade. amo<ig savages, the dangers of a new 
colony, together with the iri-egularity of its commerce till 

* An intelUgent slave-trader told me, that no one had ventiired 
into Boon for many years, tiU John KizeU, In spite of the war 
which raged there, opened the rwer, as the African phrase is. It is 
now ^U of traders : and KizeU already complains, with great rea- ^ 
•9n, of thfir conduct towards him.— See his Letters in the Sherbro 
Gorresppndence, 
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I the supply has settled to its proper jevel, render the profits 

of trade necessarily high. The products of cultivation 
meet in a foreign market with similar products raised in 
peace and under circumstances every way favourable :' b6tlt 
bear the same price : toil aad danger can obtain no' higher 
profits f han are afibrded to peace and security. - Where;'their, 
is their compensation t We have none to =offl?r :' and the oon- 

^ sequences are obvious. In tWt long' ^un, doubtless, • all' diis 

may prove of advantage. I have seen enough already, to 
make me believe we shall form- no exception to ^ reteaA 
that the gains of trade have a natural tendency to become 
an agricultural capital. But we cannot cultivate yetv The 
Abolition opens to us an extensive and advantageous JSeM^ 
but it closes up that iti which we Were expected to labour. 

• • • • 

It follows, I think; that tb6 Abolition Will be of littieb#^ 
nefh to Africa, unless plans for' its iinprovetadent and €ln\t^ 
zation be vigorously acted iipon: now, therefore, ihbre 
than ever, the colony should be liberally supported, or en* 
tirely given up. If, on tbe one hand, its objects are im^ 
polrtant, they are more likely than ever to be' obtained s if 
on the other, expense' and hazard are serioM objections^ 
both must be increased. At this time, above every other, 
I trust Government will not halt between two opinioos. - • 

The true question Is, whether it be an object of national 
importance (not merely fo establish nei^' sugar and cofieif 
plantations, though this bic a part of tbe design, biat^ i» 
extend British commerce and'influeilce in this qii^flerof the 
Globe? If it 6e, its price Vnii^t be paid: 'Nbrwili it cost^ 
money alone: a very material part of that price will- b<i' 
the zealous and active snperihtdndafnce tvhieh will be re- 
quired at home* , , -; . 

If this place be alternately pampered a^d laeglec^^i ^c;* 
cording to the fluctuating politics of difierent administnif' 
tions ;~!f unprincipled men be i^ent out to make a fortune, 
partly by oppressing the people, partly by 'fleecing the J^ub 
lie ; — if we be allowed to remain so weaki and the influence 
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of the Govemmeat so low» as occasimially to remc tbt 
hopes of our foreign aiid;domestic enemies; it is evident 
that the money and lives that have been, and may here- 
after be, spent upon the Colony, will be wasted in vavi* 
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1.I8T OF VISSSELS WHICH IMPORTED GOODS 
INTO THB COLONY OF SIERRA LEON JB, FROM 
MAY 181S TO JUNE 1814 ; TAKEN FROM THE 
CUSTOM-HOUSE RETURNS. 



Sloop Mary Anne 
Schooner Betty 
Schooner Jenny 
Sloop Young Frederick 
Schooner Quiz 
Brig John Anderson 
Srig Prospect 
Brig Only Son 
£rig Emma 
Ship Merced 
Sloop Young Frederick 
Brig Flora 
Brig Ands^usia 
Schooner Alder 
Brig Hy 
Ship Herald 
Sloop Constitution 
Brig Carlotta 
«Schooner Rose in June 
Schooner George 
Brig North Star 
Ship Molly 



Brig Christopher 

Schooner Roebuck 

Brig Kitty 

Schooner N. S. de los Angelos 

Ship Tliomas 

Ship Fortune 

Schooner Esther 

Sloop William Pitt 

Brig Freetown 

Brig Minerva 

Schooner Princess Charlott* 

Brig David 

Brig Kitty 

Sloop William Pitt 

Brig Leonidas 

Brig Roebuck 

Schooner Elizabeth 

Ship Sibella 

Brig Neptune 

Sloop Young Frederick 

Ship Fortune 

Brig Catherine 



I 
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iloop Ywutg Ftederiek 

ShUp Esnimlda 

Sishooiier Plor de Porto 

Brig Dezangano 

Brig Prazeres 

Brig Destino 

Brig Lindesa 

Brig San Juan 

Brig Americano 

Ship Andorinha 

Brig Triumfb de Onias 

Schooner Dolphin 

Brig Carlot^ 

Brig Horizont^ 

Brig Fleur D'Amerique 

Brig Rambler 

Sloop San Juan 

Brig San Jose Triumfo 



Brig Sail Bfidiael Vriuniphante 
Schooner Centinella 
Brig San Carlos 
Ship Esperanza 
Schooner Sagunta 
Schooner Laura Ann 
Schooner Tereza 
Schooner Marquis de Somo- 

ruellos 
Ship N. S. da Victoria 
Schooner Delores 
Brig Disfor^o 
Brig Provideutia 
Schooner Bon Jesu 
Brig Urania 
Sloop San Juan 
Brig Minhao de Lisboa 



N. B. The cargoes of the six vesseb printed in Italics^ bo- 
longedy either in whole or in part> to Messis* Z* Macaulay 
and Babington. Oaly two of the vesseh belong^ ^ 
them. 
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K.IST or VESSEI^S WHICH EXFOKTSD PEODOCE 
FROM SIERRA I.GDNE4 FEOU JULT 30, 1812, 
TO JUNE ISy 181S; TAKEN FROH THE CUS- 
TOM-HOUSE BETURN.fi. 



SMp Merced 
Brig Prospect .  

'brig Triumph ante 
Flora Transport 
Sloop Young Frederick 
Brig Fly 
Brig Cariota 
prig North Star 
Schooner Rose 
Ship Moily 
Schooner Eoebtick 
Brig Three Friends 
Sloop Nenstra Senora 
Ship Fortune 
Ship Thomas 
Schooner Esther 
Brig Rambler 
Brig Freetown 
Brig Minerva 
Brig Chriatopbei 
Brig Leonidas 



N. B. Of these vessels 01 their cargoes Messrs Z. Macanlty 
and BabingtoD had no concern in any but three, the names 
«f which are printed in ItaUcs. 



Sloop Rambler 
Schooner FMne 
Schooner George 
Skip Sibella 
Brig Neptune 
Schooner Elizabedi 
Sloop Young Frederick 
Brig Manb&o 
Ship Fortune 
Brig Catherine 
Schooner Roebuck 
Schooner Mawkc 
Schooner Sophia 
Sloop Young Frederick 
Ship Esmeralda 
3rig Doris 
Brig Comus 
Brig John 
Centinella 
Brig Kitty 



\ 



A.:. ■- V, 



*60 



XII. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM MESSRiS. 'z\ if A^ 
AU^AY ANP BABIN6T0N, TO THEIR AGENT 
AT SIERRA LEOKE, H» MAGMILLAK, ESQ., 
DATED LONDON, DEC. 4^ 1812. 

* 

Th£ condouance of the war with America renders it unlikely 
that the price of rice should i^ch &li at present. Would it 
not be possible to, contract with persons, both to windward 
and leeward, to furnish annually a certain quantity at such 
rates as would suit ordinary times, which might be regularly 
laid in in the months of January and February, and shippecl 
1)efoc<e a drop of raiti began to lall t Or, if yon could con- 
tract with persons at Sierra Leone to fiimish you with 
certain quantities of I'ice in casks, at certain prices, the 
rice being ascertained to be clean and dry, it would answer 
still better. This plan would give a spur to the incfustry 
both of the colonists and the natives : and of course,' if the 
plan should answer, it would sot be confined to one cargo^ 
but might be extended to. aiqr quantity which the wants cjT 
this country; or of the' West Indies, might demand. We 
are persuaded th^t sudl'a plan^ steadily and judiciously 
pursued, would answer Well for us, and would answer stiU 
better for Africa. * Let us earnestly request yon to give it 
your best attention: -■■' 
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REPORT, 



AV. «fc. 



JP£FQR£ the Directors proceed to commeDt oa 
the particulars of Mr« Thorpe's publication, it may 
be expedient to request the attention of the Subscri- 
bers to some important considerations respecting the 
nature and difficulties of the task which they have 
undertaken. They found themselves, from the very; 
firsts embarrassed between the wish which, on the one 
hand, they felt fully to discharge the duty imposed on 
them, and the impossibility, on the other, of doing 
this in any adequate manner, without going into such 
a length of detail as would be likely to exhaust the 
patience of the most indulgent audience. ** To 
dr^w up a full and detailed Report on all such parts 
of Mr. Thorpe's publication as in any manner con- 
cera the conduct and proceedings of this Institution, 
or the character of its members, or of any persons 
employed in its service " (such are the terms of the 
Resolution adopted by the Board), would indeed 
be an Herculean labour; for it may be truly 
^rmed, that almost in every paragraph of Mr. 
Thorpe's pamphlet some charge is made, or some 
imputation ci^t, either oa the Institution itself or on 
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itreral of its most active members. It ought also 
to be remembered that the alleged misconduct applies 
to a considerable number of individuals, and extends 
through a period of near twenty*five years. Above 
all (to explain the difficulty of the Board still more 
clearly by a specific instance), it should be consi- 
dered, that in order fully to disprove a short and 
simple proposition, such for instance as tliat serious 
charge contained in Mr. Thorpe's sixth pag^, that 
cultivation in the Colony of SieiTa Leone had been 
retarded by the Sierra Leone Company, it would be 
necessary, not merely to repel the charge in the same 
general terms in which it was preferred, but to ex- 
hibit the various proofs and authorities by which it 
might be incontestably shewn, that, from tJie first 
settlement of the Colony of Sierra Leone, amidst 
many and great obstacles, cultivation had been the 
object of the Company's anxious and unremitted 
attention. To establish, therefore, even this single 
point, as it might be satisfactorily and decisively esta- 
blished by a detail of particulars — by extracts from 
the original records, journals, correspondences, and 
reports, extending through so many years — ^would 
alone constitute a compilation, which, though ren- 
dered as concise as possible, would occupy more time 
and attention than the Board dares venture to hope 
the Subscribers would be willing to spare to this 
discussion. Yet, after all, this, though undoubtedly 
an important point, would be but one of the many 
assertions which the Directors feel it their duty to 
deny, would be but one of the numerous chargeir 
-wlych they can positively and entirely repel* 



Notwithstanding, therefore, the earnest wish which 
the Directors feel to execute completely the task they 
have undertaken, they fear that they must still leave 
iqany mistatements of fact unrefuted, and many un- 
founded insinuations unrepelled. But they confidently 
trust that the statements they shall make will deci«- 
aively establish the utter groundlessness of those 
charges which. are the most important : and that not 
only the Subscribers, but the public at large, will 
learn from the specimens which the Report shall 
aiBford them, what estimate to form of other chargesr 
and insinuations which either have proceeded, or may 
hereafter proceed, from the same source, against in- 
dividuals of hitherto unblemished characters. 

The pamphlet c^ Mr. Thorpe commences with an 
attack on the X^ourt of Directors of the Sierra Leone 
Company, whose conduct, and even whose motives, 
he arraigns in the strongest and most unqualified 
terms* In justice to that body, it may be proper to 
specify who were the individuals composing it. The 
Chairman and leading member of it, from the first 
institution of the Company ig its final dissolution, 
was Mr. Henry Thornton, who b well known to have 
devoted a large portion of his time, and the powers 
of his active, discriminating, and upright mind to the 
superintendance of its concerns. It fell chiefly to 
him to examine and select persons for the Company's 
service abroad, to conduct the correspondence with 
the Colony, and to prepare the Reports that were made 
to the Proprietors^ or which wer^ afterwards printed. 
The Deputy Chairmen, were^/ successively, Philip 
Sansom, Esq. ; Charley Grant, £sq» now Chairman of 
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the East-ImfiaComptoy ; and Lwd Te^modtb. Sir 
Charles Middleton, afterwaords Lord Barham ; Ad<* 
iniral Sir George Young ; and Thomas Clarkson, 
Esq. were efficient Directors until they ^tted Lon^ 
tlon ; and the Hon. Edward James £lk)t, to the time 
of bis death. Besides these, the following geotk- 
men M*ere in the direction during almost the whde 
period of the Company's existence: — ^W.Wilberforce, 
Esq. M. P. ; Thomas Babmgton, Esq. M. P. ; 
Thomas Furley Forster, Esq. ; Joseph Hardcastlei 
Esq.; John In^is, Esq.; John Kingston, Esq.; 
Samuel Parker, Esq. ; Edward Parry^ £sq« ; J^ . 
Prinsop, Esq. ; GranviUe Sharpe, Esq. ; and George 
Wolff, Esq. 

The various statements which have been laid be- 
fore Parliament and die public, on the subject of 
Sierra Leone, were drawn up and sanotioaed by 
these well-known and distingui^ied characters, whom 
it is unnecessary to defend from the imputation of 
either having practised a deception on the pubtic, or 
of having been actuated by corrupt or improper mo- 
tives. They contributed, some of them largefly^ from 
their own funds, to the general object; and the 
^situation which tbey held as Directors, was iittended 
with no pecuniary advantage. It was made a bye 
law iirom the first, that no member of tbeir body 
should derive any emolument from the Cot)ipany^ 
beyond the dividend which he might rfeceive in com- 
mon with all other proprietors. 

The reports and statements of these indrvidoals 
may be referred to as completdy nejgativii^ the 
charges and imputaticms Of Mr. Thorpe ; and as Mr. 
Thorpe did not visit the Colony until thr^ ycwri 
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dauae having been introduced into that Act, vfhkb 
had the effect of preventing any such monopolj 
even within their own territory. 

But as it was possible, that althou^ the Xom^ 
pany possessed no monopoly by law, they might, 
nevertheless, in point of fact, moni^olize the .colo^ 
nial trade, the Directors have pointed their inqui^ 
ries to this object ; — and they ha^ve ascertained to 
their entire satisfaction, that even within the. colony 
of Sierra Le<me itself, the Company had to contend 
from the first with rival traders, both British and 
American; that they never possessed the power. of 
excluding merchandize. from the settlement, whence- 
soever, or by whomsoever it might he imported; and 
that» as there was a frequent resort to the river 
Sierra Leone of ships both from Europe and Ame- 
rica ; and, as many ^laye factories ,were planted ia the 
immediate vicinity of the Colonyy . wjjjience ;gDod9 
might easily be introduced ; the Company could. not 
have retained the colonial trade, except byregulatiog 
their pj^ofits on a more moderate scale than wou}d suit 
private adventurers. In point ^of &ct, it appears thait 
the Company continued to carry on trade for many 
yeafs, less with a view to their own benefit, ^ tb^ to 
that of the infant colony ; ^d they even held out 
inducements to. persons of probity to settle as mer- 
chants at Sierra Leone, in the hqpe of being thus 
ippabled gradually to relinquish their commercial 
pur3uits altogether, \vithout material disadvaiitfge to 
t]^ settleipc^t 

» . . ' » . 

2. Notwithstan<|ing this alleged . monopofyp Mr^ 
Thorpe observes (p« S}, that the Company ^\smk 



aItho$t to bankraptcy from causes enveloped in my$* 
UryJ' » 

The Company, as has been seen, had no fnona^ 
pofy. The charge of rkysttry is equally unfounded; 
The Act of Incorporation required that a general 
meeting of the Prbprietors should be held at least 
once every year ; and that an accourit of flie debts, 
credits, and capital of the Company, should be an« 
niially published in the Gazette. These requisitions 
were regularly fulfilled. The general meetings of 
the Pi^oprietors werie usually numerous and respect* 
able, and to them a full and detailed Report of the 
events of the preceding yealr was made, accompa* 
nied by a statement of the Company's funds. The 
substance of these Reports was printed from time 
to time, viz. in 1794, 1795, 17P8, 1801, 1804, and 
1808, so ad^ to form a history of the Colony 
and of the Company, from the commencement of 
the Institution in 1791 9 to the transfer of the Colony 
to the Crown, cm the 1st of Januaiy, 1808. 

Of each of the printed Reportis, six in number, 
about 3000 copies w^re distributed among the Prb*^ 
prietx>rs. Of the Report of 1794, containing a 
full history of the first two years and a half of the 
Cotapany, a large edition was also printed for public 
sale in an octavo volume, by Phillips, of George 
Yard, Lombard Stieet, of whom it may stiU be ob- 
tained. 

Besides this, four periiamentary inquiries have 
talien place into the affitir» <$i the Company, one iat 
the bar of the Hoiiae of Lords^ ib 1799: another, 
in a Committee of tibe HouM of Commons, in 180£, 



Lfd 



I 
,t 

f 

'I 

n 

•. 

I, 



• ,1 

I' 

I I 



I* 

•r 
If 

* 



I 

' I 

'; t 
I 



• 



i of which Lord Casttereagb waa cbwrinan, and: Mr. 

Htt an active member; a third, in a Committed 
of the House of .CommoliSy ia 1903*4^ of which 
the Marquis of Lansdowne, then Lord Henry Petty^j 
was . diairmany and of which the preseat Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, • Mr. V ansittart, 'was an efficient 
xnetnber; and a fourth, m a Committee of the 
House of Commons, iii 1807, of which the Mar» 
qois oi Buckingham, then Lord Temple^ was chair«' 
man. 

* The Reports of these Committees, with the e^ 
dciace delivered befote them, and also tiiie evidence 
taken at the bar of the Housq of Lords, were printed 
for the use of the members* 

li Under these circumstances, with What edour of 

truth can it be said that any mjfslery has enveloped 
the affidrs of the Company or llie conduct of the 
Directors ? Indeed, the clmracter of the Directors 
vrould of itself have been a gtmrantee agldaslj any 
corrupt appropriatioii of the ftlnds entrusted to 
them, even if full dc^ls of their tfansactidAs had 
not from time to time been laid before th^ consti* 
tuents, and also before Pairliam^nt and the public* 

The causes which led to thd absorption of the ca^-- 
pital of the Company are in no d^ree inv<dv«d ih 
mystery. They are plain and obvious, and have 
been cleai4y stated on various occasions. The capi- 
tal joint stock of the Company was originaUy 
iiMfOQOl* Before the fii^ttvfo years aitfd a lialf had 
past, that is tasay, befotti the Ist'Of Joly, Vt9% 
the GompsHCiy haxi already expe^d^d* near lOO^OQOJT; 
in ihaintaioing die neoesMry iesteblishcneht o# £ifro« 



» / 



$ 

pe^t/si ill sulbsi$tiagy for c^ great part of that tiihe, 1 100 
^ti^C9 2 in providing temporary accommodation on 
sbipboftrd, for their servants and others, until houses 
should be prapured ; in the erection of the necessary 
dwelling-houses and public buildings ; in alloting to 
the: CoUkiists their lan^Si, and cutting ros^ls throu;^ 
all parts of tile ansttlement ; and in the various cOiv« 
ti^eiit expensies, both at hom^ and abroad, to which 
iHbi^an tinderlaking is nec^sarily liable. To thi9 
they had to add, the heavy loss arising from the <^ 
struction, by an accidental fire in the hatrbourcf 
Sierm Leone, of a store-^ship of 800 tons burtben> 
used as a floating factory, with a large ieisdortatent of 
fserchandize on board, v^ued at 18^0007. 

Munfa of the expense whid» had been incm^red in 
establishing the Colony, previous to the period thiat 
hw been specified, would not indeed have prdved 
terentually a loss to the Company, iiad ift not bM^ 
th»t a few months lifter wards> namiely, in SepteOiber 
i794ih ^ Ctrlony wa& captured by a Freofch s«|ua^ 
dtfan, wUcb burnt every house of every kind that 
tbe^Company had ejected, captiiii^ eleven vessels 
pf difgnent sizes from 50 to 300 tons, aad carried 
off or dt^troyed merchandize to a very large 
amount. 

With a capital thus dtmmi^d to about 6ne 
j^ird of its ortginlil amount, tite Company had to 
ponlm^nce thieir operations anew; to r^erect the 
{louaes, wacehouses^ and other public buiMingli, that 
hadl beeb destroyed, and to maintain all the estaldishK 
ments which were necessary for the government^ 
defence, and subsistence of the Colony; for the pre- 



eiration of health, for the education of youth, and for 
lublic religious instruction ; besides sustaining Tarious 
leavy commercial losaes, in consequence of the war 
/hicb then prevailed. All these expenses they bore 
JT six years louget; namely, till 1800, without any 
id whatever from any quarter. The Colonists con- 
ributed nothing towards defraying them ; and it 
i^as then for the first time that the Company appli- 
d for and obtained a share, at first small, but which 
ras afterwards enlarged, of tbe public bounty, which, 
or nearly a century, had been annually bestowed cm 
ither Establishments on the coast of Airica, erected 
vith far different views from those which actuated 
he Sierra Leone Company ; namely, for promotii^ 
ind protecting the accumulated evils of the Slave 
Trade. 

The Sierra Leone Company thought, and not 
vithout reason, that while such larg* sums of tbe 
mblic money had been expended in spreading bar- 
>arism and desolation in that country, they iniglit 
airly claim some aid from Parliament for the main- 
enance of an establishment which was formed with 
he express design of counteracting these evils, and 
vhich, without such aid, must 'have been aban- 
loned *. 

T*o of the inquiries already referred toas having 
aken place in committees of the House of Commoni, 
iriginated in the applications of the Company for a 
;rant of money to defray the expense of maintaining 
he Colony. That of 1803-4, went into the exami- 

• See Apgendix A. • . 
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nation at great lengtli, even of hostile evidence, and 
particularly that of Captain, now Admiral, Hallowell ; 
and its Report may be referred to as conclusively 
proving, that down to that period there had been no 
deviation, on the part pf the Court of Directors of 
the Sierra Leone Company, from the professed ob- 
jects of that institution, and that they were not 
chargeable with any misapplication of the funds en- 
fintsted to them. On the contrary, this Committee 
after a most laborious investigation, ^ve it as their 
opinion, that " unless a transfer of the Colony to 
tile Crown should be effected, and until it take place, 
there does not appear any better means of discharg- 
ing the obligations of Government towards the 
Nova Scotians and Maroons, or of obtaining the 
Other benejidal purposes proposed by the Institution 
4jf the Colony J than by supporting the Company* s 
Government^ as now established/' * 

' * In justice to the Sierra Leone Company, it tnigiit to be 
Mated, diat they had incurred very heavy expenses by taking 
under their protection and management a large number of 
Blacks from Nova Scotia. These had formerly been Slaves, 
who, having joined the British standard in the American Re- 
Tolutionary War, and having been taken to Nova-Scotia after 
its termination, had petitioned the British Jjrovernment to 
nemove'them lo st more congenial ciimate, just about the time 
tif the founding of the* Colony of Sierra LeoneJ At a subse- 
lylent period, the Company also received, at the express and 
earnest 4iutreaty of his Mi^estys Gbovernment, a considerable 
number of Jamaica Maroonau To both of these bodies, it was 
declaced by the Committee of the House of Comnions, and 
acknowledged by the Members of the Administration, that 
the British Government was bound t^ every consideration Oa 
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f the quantity of land thus promised, one Aitii 
wad allotted to the whole body of the ColonistSi 
re the first year of their residence bt Sierra l^one 
Bxpired ; and in the meui time, they were en- 
r supported at the Company's expense. But even 
fifth part has proved more than sufficient for 
. The remaining four-fiftha har^ been repeat- 
oflfered to them, but the oflfer has been for ob- 
• reasons generally declined. .Having already 
Ted more land than they required for cultiva-' 
it wonld have been a mere burthen to have 
ved a larther allotment, subject, as it would have 
, to the payment of the qtiitrent. The right, 
iver, to the remaining four-fifths of the quantity 
sd originally promised them, was carefully pre- 
d to ibe Nova Scotians. This was stipulated by 
'terra Leone Compare, and agreed to by Ina Ma- 
's Govemmeo^ when the transfer of the Colony 
B Crown wasnegociated; and the King's Cover- 
was accordingly instructed by the Secretary of 
\ to satisfy the claims of the Nova Scotians for ' 
er allotments, to the foil extent of the Siena 
te Company's promises. - 

ere, however, the Board is enabled to produce 
Qony to which Mr. Thorpe cannot object, 
iie l6Ui of May, 1812, he bimadf addressed 
tter to Governor Maxwell, in the foUowir^ 

jr <teair Sir, - 

Mr.- Ueddle delivered to me by your Exeel- 

's deure, an nofioisbed draft: of » gratfit for 
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Crown Lands, and otiier papers relative to the claiint 
of persons in thb Colony. 

'^ Lord Liverpool seems only anxious to hax^ the 
engagements , of the Sierra Leone Company with the 
Settlers from Nova Seotia fulfilled, t should, tbere- 
toref advise your issuing a proclamation, desiring al 
Nova Scotia Settlers, who had altered into any en- 
gagement with the Sisrra Leone Company, to send 
in tbdr daims, that they may be considered and 
fulfilled as far as they are just, and that every claim 
not sent in before the 1st of May, 1813, will be ccm- 
sidered void and of no effect. By this means you 
will pay immediate attention to Lord Liverpool's 
letter ; you will accurately know what land is vacant 
on the 1st of May 181 S, what claiins you b^ve 
to settle, what encouragement you can give, and fit 
the same time convince the people of your readinesis 
to secure every person, wortby oi your protectioui in 
their property and privileges." 

But whence could this anxiety on the part of Lor4 
Liverpool have arisen, except from the representa-* 
tibns. of the Sierra Leone Copipany, whom . Mr, 
Thorpe accuses of infidelity to their engagements ? 
. And .wh$t ^&6t did the measure proposed by Mr, 
Thorpe produce ? Not above tbt^e or four applica* 
tions grounded upon it, appear to have been made 
to the Colonial Government 

A 

t 

5. But Mr. Thorpe, while he admits that land^ 
to the extent of a fifth part of ti^ quantity promised 
them, was allotted to the Noya-Scotian Settlers, states^ 
f ^ t^t implements to cultivate even tbi9. fifth par^ 
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were difficult to find, and too expensive to procure*^' 
— This allegation is also \i'itfaout foundation. At no 
period, while tlie Sierra Leone Company continued 
to goverii the Colony, does there appear to have 
b*i^en any #ani of implements of husbandry or of 
t6ok of any kind. J^rone as the Nova-Scotian Set- 
tfeirs ever ik^e been, amons other infirmities to be 
traced but too naturally to their former debased con^ 
dition of slavery, to indulge in trivial and unreason^ 
able complaints, there is no trace to be found in any 
of their representations, not even in their petition 
which Dr. Thorpe has annexed to his pamphlet, of 
a want rftiher of mechanical tools or of implements 
ot husbandry, but independently of this circum- 
stance, the Board has had the most satisfactory evi- 
dence laid before it, that during the whole period of 
the Compilny's administration, no want of iteiplemeiits 
was experienced in the Colony. Mn Thorpe appears 
to be the only individual who has ever atti^ba^d the 

backwardness of cultivation at Sierra Leone to this 

, . .- •■■'■•■;'..  • • • 

cause. 

• • • 

6. Mr. Thorpe farther maintains, n(ot only that 
implements could with difficultjr be procured to iSl 
the soil, but that the Company, for dertain' krter^ted 
motives, actually discouraged cultivation itt the Co- 
lony. Cultivation was " retarded"* by" thfem (p. S); 
nay, it was not even " attempted.** (p. 49.) 

It must be obvious, however, and the Directors of 
the Sierra Leone Company, who were men known 
to possess large, enlightened, and liberal views/ were 
not likely to be blind to this truth, tliat their own 
prosperity was intimately linked with that of the 
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which they addressed to their Goverqol iott 

C^mi^il, wb?i, . on. thw ,i»0, tfjjeir to twi» Aiwn 

JijdeQiJ, ^ fttet^mwt^of M^v Thorn© w tWs 
poipt^ i$ «ttejrly./:vnf<?uiMil«d,. Xbe Bo»rd hiis ri«^ 

tj^ Ir^ifl M d*y ^ Cok#y w|is fir^t 9im^ }9 

s*1t§s, tQ the A«»9©rt «f tU^ir power^ ti> pMmote % 
i^lrit fif iwHivfiitiQik b^b m^T^ jthe sQtUer^ rad iho 

A^tot^ges ftpd. fftfiUitka af wmw kwds msM 
held ou{; 'to ^ueh S^Htera #d i»hp^ fix fipon thfiii; 
ffiffm A94 ^igiigeja iigr|culture» PMn^tuna wer« 
^Di^imlly. pi:ppm;fid to tiiem, to QQCoomge the building 
of ff^m-hQimi^f tbe »Arii^ of cMde, pigi, &c. tix9 
raiaiog of all kui4« <^ provi^kiM^ aod the cultLiatiou 
of «^tk)!te$ erf exportable pK>diiee ; which preimueis 
iifeK!? QPntiaued ^vm to the xery last year of tba 
Company's connection with the Colony* 

An ^miQfint botiMiiit, X>r. A&elius, who now 
atwds high \n the University of Upml^ wm omployiBd, 
nt.a very considex^hte cu^peni^ in inv^atigatiog tb» 
xmtwal hiatoiy of Sierra ]i40oa» aod in pointing out 
md.ieariog iMful plants ; i^nd under his anpiprintfiiBdo 
wwagMdeo of e^cperiment was iwdfrmkw ; viliib 
oxperknentaL farina iwnre also sat on focMk by i^ 
Gteipanyt and even »by &e ipiiiMlipil Himnts rf tfaf 
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Company at their' own expense, witb a fiew BotB fi^ 
Stimulate the Colonbts^ and to instruct them bow' 
iraluable articles of tropical production might be cul- 
tivated« 

' -Besides this, ^ a large collection of valuable plants 
from the East and West Irtdies, and the Souith Seas, 
r |: was procured from the King's garden at Kew, 

^ ittid $ent to Sierra Leone by the. Conipainy^ ac-; 

companied by a regular gard^ier.- And these hav-^ 

JDg beeo completely destroyed, as ^ell as thegardea 

I #f experiment^ by the French squadron which, in 

17^,' laid wastetbe Colony ; in the 3ucceedingyear; 
0ne of the Company's vessds was fitted' out,, at'^' 
iatrge expense, for the sole purpose of repairing^ thifer 
loss, and procuring a farther supply of congenial 
plants imd seeds from the island of St Thomas^ 
•y^ and other places to &e south of Sierra Leone. 

T In short, every thing appears to have been done 

U' which the Company^could do to promote cultivation;^ 

imd inwhat^ver.degreeit has been impeded, the impe- 
diments appear not to have arisen from discourage^ 
mentston the part of the Company or their servants, 
r but from circumstances which were wholly beyond^ 
their controuk 

- The grand impedimeint which, from first, to last, 
obstructed the views of the Company and of their 
agents^ in respect to the cultivation^ of the soil, was^ 
the indoleoce of the Settlers, and their indisposition 
to this^ species of employment In letters written 
lit various periods by several most intelligent and 
xespectaUe observers, this indisposition was •stated 
•to Jbe^* sa strong^- ^that )f any other mode^of^suht?^ 
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sisfence, rcqiiiTirig less liddily ex^rtkoii tcbuld ^ 
found,' the pursuit of agribultore Wts inftLllibly ftcM 
fetectoi. Hence tiie Slave Trade presented Ati irre* 
^istible attraction to many of the Settlers^ \^ quitted 
Ihe'Colonyi^ aiid iiied theiniselves in slave factories; 
Manyxitifaers/' who. did not actually become' «lavie( 
taraders/prefeired the easier life of carryii^ on a 
^tty l3^ade in rice, ' camwood^ abd * Hv6 stock, witil 
the natives in the adjacent rivers/ to the ecdttvatidn 
of their farms; Others leather Employed themselv^ 
|tt fishifig!; d considerable nundber as «ecKanacsi 
and g&ny; as labourers on the pnblie works. 

Unider : th^se circumstences; it is oot ?very surprise 
Ing ^t the cultivation of land, in acolony the wholtf 
popiil^iofi ' of which) pi>evious to the year I8OI; 
no^v^r; exceed^ 1£0& persons of all ages, and, 
down tOi the. period' of the transfer of the Cckmyi 
never antitHidted tolEOOQ, should m>t have been very 
-extiBEaive.. r"' . ..-...- -•.'•.- 

. But-Aotwitbstahdtng the general incBsposition of 
the Coldni^ to tim species of ehiployhient/ so stea-* 
dily w^te the efforls !of the Company direcfed to 
j^^unote it, that tf c<»isiderable quimtity of land was 
^CtUaUy brought into cultivation, and far more pro* 
^re3s \^ttld:!d(S|ibtkss'have4>toii made, but for events 
DK^h the^Boaiid wdulfdhiEiive iH^agincid were too no^ 
torious to be *oVcrlQoked by Mr. Thorpe. 
. 'In the year 1 800^ ' an effort of some of the Colo* 
«dsts to possess, th^^iselvea of ^ su{H*eme power^ 
ended in an insun^eetion, whieh^ both in it^ progress 
ftncl efk/ffs, was ve^y unfavourable to afprieulture. 
in fepjrears, 1801 and ISKWi the €olohy wag 
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twic4 atttx^ked by k edinbitiajtioh of the nixoandii^ 
utttivM ; and atehough tiiose attackfi^ (wbicb wvm 
brought 0D> pafdy l^ .tbe sseal the Gompaay Imd 
mmitetad for tba AbolitioQ of the StaiAs^ Tvaiic^ 
paitiy 1^ tbo proteetioQ tbey had aflGbrdod to fu|^* 
five slaves, partly by the undefiiied appFdKBsioii6 
which tbe progrees of tbe Colony bad {nroduoed hi 
tbe midds of tbe naliTe chiefs^ and partly lyf the hop* 
of pkinderX vere rqftelledi yet the alann created bf 
ti)ebi was saefa> as to lead to a t&tal abmudonMent 
qf cultixmtion. I*be Ccddimts quitted tbe ebuntiTV 
and took lefbgs in the town from tiie dang^ia 
wbicfa were supposed to await those who unght re* 
Biaiti dispersed on ibebr ferms* In eoasequmce of 
this state of thmga^ and an idea thtft^ the Cdony 
woidd be evaeuated, cultivatioii whs entfrely sui^ 
pquied; nor was itnmswed antit Muiy ^ree yesM 
afiterwaids, when the determlnalSbii of ParUameiittll 
maintain the Colony was made known there. BefiMH 
tiiat time, almost eirery trsiCe of foooier doltivatfon 
bftd been oUiteraoed, — ^a chreapnstaiiQe wliicb will b6 
very istdH^Ue to those who know liie rapidity tiritii 
which, in tropical cHmates, wwdK and brushwood 
resume theempbe af the mly if the laboaf ^ tiie 
eultivatep be iatiirmitt»d k^n f^r 4i shoi^ lime.' flit 
period of inaction, also, wbSdh thdS' iniei^vei^d,' pM- 
duced, both in respect to morals and industry, a irery 
imfiaiTOumble effect cm Ifce general habits cif tiie Co* 
lomstQ; mai^ of whom became again almost entirety 
dependentoifr the Company i&f their sobsirtence, imd 
tbua added greatly to the eoiobi^l expenditbre ; and 
not a few of whom aerated td i^lave feetoriea. 
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: Very considerable eflforts were now made by tiie 
CSofltqiMEr^'s servants, to restore indcmtry and add^ 
valioo, iiad with more suceess than, under the 
peculiarly discouraging circumstances Kiiidh had 
takisn place, eoifld have 6eeh expected. The Co- 
lofOf nUktAtted in their hands cnriy three yeairs after 
it wwi kMWQ there that the result df the parlia- 
ntefitary mquiry was a resoltftiofi to maintain it t 
wad ki^ Hfiat tixM, s»cb trere the etertions made to 
i«pttir the utter devastation which had tafceh {rface, 
that when Mr. Thompsoti arrived at Sierra Leone, 
it^ the m*ti& of July 1809, he wai^ struck With the 
general appearance of plenty and prosperity which 
^ertaded it Wa words, m a letter to the Secretary 
at State, Lord Castlereagh, dated firth July; 1 80&, 

ltm-'the£le^^ -• . • 

• •* I have ttfe honour to Report to your Lordship 
tlMtt t found ttie appearknce of l!ie Colony in mmf 
respects more &vourable thiein I had ilny reason M 
expect The quantity of stock of all kinds which 
£11 tibe sheets cf Che seCtlefhent, aad the very respec- 
table appeahince of the^^nhabitantBy ate strong iir- 
dications of prosperity, and of tb^ irterease of do* 
mestit iiiduitry/' 

If Hxii CcAOtiy afterlMirdis declfeed, se that when 
MKThdrpe was there, four years afterwards, the same 
appearances of pfenfjr and prosperity were no longer 
visible; tbSs cannot intalicbite the above testimony 
of Mr. Hiompsori, to whose authority the Board th^ 
rather* appeals, because Mir* ThdrptehimseVwill ad- 
mit hitn to be n competent iii^itness ; nor can it be 
made d charge i^inst tiii^ Swht Lebm Company, 






viho had ceased to govern Uie Colony  hot agamSt 
the African Institution,. who never have had'any ebai'e 
in its government at all. B;it this polnt^vill be con<' 
sidered hereafter. ,. ; 

Mr. Thorpe woirid insinuate that the Company 
-discouraged cultivation in the Colony, for the sakd 
of the rice trade which they carried on fyc its sup-: 
ply. . The Company did indeed take great pains to 
supply the Colony with rice and cattle; whehever 
circumstantxs like those which have now been. men? 
tioned rendered such a supply. pectiliariy. needful; 
They also made a point of purchasing the rice which 
was pSered for sale by the natives,, with a view o( 
encouraging Ui^r industry;, as well as redeetning 
the pledge they had given of affording them ». fBar-r 
ket for their commodities ; but there vras no braoQh 
of their trade by which they appear to have sus- 
tained heavier losses, ^an by this, . It proved almost 
uniformly a losing traffic. 

7* The next poin^ as it respects the Sierra 
Leone Company, towhicbtbe.attentionofthe Board 
has been caUed, is that of civilization. . . 

" In civilization," Mr. Thorpe observes (p. 4), 
" titey proceeded so far as :tQ .send two p^^sop^ to 
Teemboo, a few days' walk from Sierra- Leone, and 
educated half a dozen African boys in England, 
Sufficiently for comojon clerkships iii the Colony.'-' 
He even does not scruple to affirm (p. , 4d) t that ci' 
yilizati(»i waa nai aiiemfited by the Cotnpany. 

After a thorough investi^Uon of the eyidepcA 
which .relates to this part of tbie subject, it is due t/t  
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the Sierm .Leone Company and their ageirtd to say> 
that 'the promotion of civilization, both witfam the 
Colony and. among tiie . surromiding natives of 
Africa; was hot only n^ver lost &i^t of,^ but Appears 
to'liave besn strenuously, ptuwued by. them during the 
irhole peifiod of their administratia». . . 

As^rly as the mpnth. of January 17939 ^^y ^^'^ 
mpnths'af&r tiie'fiQUfidation^'Siioneof the Cok>ay wa^ 
kid/, there -wite Aret fauddired diildren .imder iu- 
strbctiofiiit Sierrtt'Iieohe,. and until the Compemy* 
ceased to govern it, the instrqcticm of children never 
ceased to be an object df their anidbus care. On 
Ibis object alone they expended, on the average, at 
Sierra Leone, from 500//. to 1000/. a year, during 
the sixteoi years tliiey held the Colony ,* and the edu*^' 
cation of Africans in England cost jthem not less tbat> 
|rom SjSOOi to 4000/. As to the effect produced 
by their efforts^ it might be sufficient to refer to 
the Report of Lord .Castlereagh's Committee. It i& 
as follows :-i— \ . • 

' " Of the progress of education within the Set- 
dement, your. Committee have had satisfactory proof 
laid before them. 

: '^ Of the acquirements of the native children, wfaQ 
have been removed to this country for education, 
your Committee have been able to judge by their 
own personal observation ; and they have traced vnth 
peculiar satisfaction, not only the extent of their io- 
formation, but the striking degree of natural talent 
which these children have displayed." 
. It seems scarcely possible that Mr. Thorpe should 
have been ignorant of the fact, that from the com- 
mencement of the Colony, to the time of; iu b^ing 
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transferred to the Crown^ the Ck)mpany liad toaioK 
taioed schools tbej^e, io which the children of ^ 
Colookts were gratailously admitted ; espedallyMal^ 
HiQfit etvery Nova*Scoti«n ywrth ki the Colooy^ bcfth 
mde and female, and many Mamons^ wham he apniet 
have been ifi the daily haJbk of seeing, had jtfcemd 
in tboae sctttK>ls the eleooieDtaDy fiarta of educail^aa. 

It seeoiii ako diffiook to jcoofieiire hoir Mr • Tl^^ 
shourld harve been ignorant of te fict that the Cpm^ 
-pany had gone to very condidetable expense in adtt<* 
eating natives of Africa, iaoth in ^Africa and in £iig-^ 
land. The chiefs aioond Sienca Leone .^vere >eat^ 
nestly inyited, from the first;, to send dieir ehlLdi^ea 
tp thait .place for edueation, and many weta sent* 
The sense of insecurity produced by the destruction 
of the Colony by the French, in J7£Mi, mdoced tiie 
ehie6 for a time to withdranr the cliildren. In no long 
tame^ however, dieir confidence revived; and a school 
of about ibrl^ children, exclusively natives, loany of 
them belonging to persons of influence in the ^vieioityv 
waa formed in- Freetown, at the Company's entire 
expenacy and under the peculiar auperix^teiidaooe of 
the Governor. From tliis number, twentyrfive Jim» 
selected, including two Nova Scotiana, and brought 
over to England hi 17S9 ; and in 1801 and I80S» 
about eight mwe, of whom three or lour wece M%* 
roons, werejdso brought'Overtothis.country.' Wam^ 
tbey remained for about mx yeaf s^ at Ae. expense 
of tke Sierra^ Leone Company tnded by the private 
contributions of its Direetors and their immediata 
friends, until the pcevalenceofpulmoain'y conq^laints 
among them, which in aev^l instances proved fatal, 
rendered it expedient to ^ diioon^ue the jiMu 



The coarse of ^ucationparsued with these youths, 
-may be best seeii by a reference to the folldwing 
evidence, annexed to the Report just alliided to.' : 

" Mr. Greaves statisd, that he lives at Qaptmin, 
and has the care of tiie Africans now in: England for 
education, as their schoolmaster. He has had 6ther 
Ix^s under his cafe, but at ptesent is charged solely 
-with the education of the childfiert in questionj* 
They were placed' under his care About two years 
and ,a half ago- Their ag^s are from ten to se- 
,Yenteen» He instructs them in reading, writing, 
and arithmetic, and one of them, who is the most 
forward, in mejisuration. Almost all of them can 
speak and read English tolerably well. Pains are 
'-' taken to give them information on general subjects, 
as history^ g^gf ^pby^ natural philosophy, and me«- 
chanics. He had not observed any inferiority oF 
capacity, allowance being made for the deficien- 
cies under which they laboured when they came 
under his care. They converse together in their 
own language, but more frequently in Engtisfa. 
Three of the children, having learned to vead and 
write, have been put out to learn bbat-building; and 
it is proposed to place the others as they get for- 
ward> to learri different trades. They also learn 
various useful arts within the school. They retain 
a strong attachment to their own country; but do 
not appear impatient to return home till their edu*' 
cation is completed, being sensible of the advam 
tages to be derived therefrom. The children sl^w 
a great dispositioa to adopt the principles pf the 
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Christian Religidn, and several of ^ them ba?e writ* 
ten letters' to their parents in Africa, expressivij 
of their opinions on this subject/' 

But all these various and expensive efforts to 
promote civilization in Africa, Mr. TlK)rpe describes 
*^ as giving education to half a dozen African 
boys/' He adds, indeed, (p. 4.) " They proceed- 
ed so fisr in civilization; as," besides educating these 
half dozen African boys, **to send two persons to 
Teemboo, a few days* walk from Sierra Leone.'" 

Although Mr. Thorpe chooses to ^ speak thus 
contemptuously of the journey to Teemboo executed 
by Messrs. Watt and Winterbottom, no one can 
peruse its details without a strong impression both 
of its difficulty and importance. By a reference 
to the map of their route, it will be seen, that the 
distance they actually travelled by land, on foot, in 
froing and returning, independent of sea and river 
carriage, was about ^00 miles, in that country a 
journey of at least from thirty to thirty-five days. 
They were the first Europeans who ever penetrated 
so far in that particular direction ; and the accqunt of 
their journey is so interesting, that it is much to be 
regretted it has not been given to the wcM'ld*. • But 
besides the jouniey to TeemboOi various other 
journeys and voyagps were undertaken in different 
directions, at tlie Company's expense, for the ex- 
press purpose not merely of- prosecuting inquiry, 
but of enlightening the minds of the native chiefs 
as to their true interests and those of their subjects; 

* Sec Appendix, Biv 
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inciling ^Bd encoungaag titm^ to abiuidoti tfae Skf» 
Trade and engage in Culdtration ; mud iodociqg 
them to send their children to school at Sierra Leone, 
or to admit schools anxmg them. And it further 
appears, that even the tradbg voy^ies undertaken^ oo 
the part of the Company, from Sierra Leonie were 
usually coonected with th^se <^jects, and that perse- 
vering efibrts were made to reader the risitsof the oft* 
tive chie& to the Cdony subserTient to the sai&e eods^ 
It would swell tins Report to a moM iaeooTenient 
size if the Directors were to attem(A to d^aB the 
large mass of evidence whidi has folly satisfied their 
minds on this point ; wluch has o^vinced tfiem that 
the labours of the Sierra Lec^oie Compooy to pro^ 
inote the. object of Afrkan civilisation were g^reat 
and unwearied. But the obstacles witii which they had 
to stru^e, among which may be noted, as t&e most 
material, the insubordinatioB of the Jettlcars and tfaa 
tempDations and infiuenoe of tiie Slave Trade* wdna 
exceedk^ly powerful) perhaps insaperable : and ife 
ou^t not to be In^uted a<i blame, that they did not 
effect impossibilities. Indeed, in justice to the pra«» 
denoe and discernment of the projectors of the un-^ 
dertakin^ it should bb remarked,tbat wfa^n the Com* 
pa»jr waii first formed, a confidient expectatioD vraa 
entertained of a speedy Abdition; an expectatioa 
which, as far as they were concerned with the admi^ 
nistration of tlie Colony, ended in total disappdiat- 
wc&t ; . as they had to cooitend with thia formidal>Ie 
and pernicious «iemy from its very first focU:idatiQtt 
down to Jan« I, 1808. On tlukt day ttie British 
Slave Tirade was abolished on the Coast of Africa | 
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and on the same day the Colony ^f Sferra Leone 
was transferred to the Crown* 



^i 8. In a similat* spirit of invidious misrepre-' 

s^dtation, Mr. Thorpe complains also of the inatten-- 
tion paid to roHgioh and morality by the Sierra- Leone- 
Company. "They had a Church of England cler- 
gyman for a few months, and a missionary for a few 

ll j^^My but the^ bad methodist teachers and preachers 

in abundance.'" (p. 4*) • 

Those whoi have attempted to provide Chaplains 
for foreign stat^oii^i will know how to appreciate the^ 
difficulty of the task in ^jse case of a Colony like Sierra^ 
Leene^ which bad- a character for insecurity and un-^ 
bealtbiness beyond that of most others. In point of^ 
fiict, great exertions appear to havebeen madeby the 
Sierm Leone Company to keep up that part of their 
establishment which was connected wiith moral and 
religrous instruction ; Imt it was f^ad absolutely^ 
impossible ito procure a succession .of jsaitebie deF*-' 
gymen of the Chur^ of England. Attd it may> 
serve in ^ome degree, to exculpate the Sierra Leone ^ 
Company from blame in this re9pect, that aUbeugh 
tiie Colony has been, for upwards of seisen years in* 
tiie* hands of Government^ and althoii^ the 'salary* 
and advantages of the Chtiplaiahaverbeen ioMterially 
increased ^since &e transfer, no such clergymen have 
yet been induced to aeoept the. situati^i. > 

When the Colony was first project^, two clergy*^ 
men of the Church c^ Eng^nd, of eminent piety, the 
Rev. Na&anid G ilbert and tlie Rev. .Melville :Horsie> * 
w^re engaged as Chaplains^ The former continued 
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in the ienriceof the Company for about a "year and- 
a half, and the latter for about two years. Tliey were^ 
forced to quit the Colony chiefly on account of iH 
health. Their place was supplied for some time by 
two persons who had gone out as sclKX>lmasters to- 
the Colony (Mr. Jones and Mr. Garvin) until/ in- 
1794, the Rev. Mr. Langlands, a minister of the 
Church of Scotland, wast appointed Chaplain. He 
died, however, a few weeks after his arrival in the 
Colony. After again vainly seeking for a Clei^-* 
man of the Church of En^and to £11 the situation;^ 
in 1795, another Scotch Clergyman was appointed"* 
Chaplain, the Rev. Mr. Clark, who contitiued -to^ 
labour among the Colonists, and particularly among' 
tfaeir children, with great assiduity, for nearly thi^' 
years, when he also died. The Rev. Mr. Brunton, a\ 
Missionary, continued to perform the duties of Cbap-i 
lain after Mr. Clark's death till the year 1801. Since> 
1 802' the office has been iilled by a suceessioa ei 
ministeris of the Lutheran Church, supplied by' the 
pious care of the'Churdi Missionary Society. And^ 
even during the temporary want of any clerical person' 
to perform the public services of Divine Worship^- 
these were always regularly performed, either by tfi© 
Governor himself, or by some respectable person of 
bis appointment. i 

• The Sierra Leone Company, when every effort to 
engage clergymen of thie Church of England in their 
service had proved fruitless, ^vould probably have had 
BO objection to employ respectable -'^ Methodist 
teachers and preachers,*' could they have been pro^ 
cured, to supply the means of religious instruction t9 
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the Colony* In: point i^ £act; however, it does not 
ftpfiear that they sent out any sacb pce94:her& tbeoi* 
8|b)v«». Many of theSettlers had indeed been connected 
wUh tbe Methodist Society^ while they were still under 
j ^ the inuaediate care of Government in Nova Scotia y 

mini there were among them several of their own colour- 
irbo officiated as preachers ; but who were not either 
dqiendaol; on the Compaay, or employed or paid by 
tbevi. The Methodist Socie^ty in England, and otbcnr 
i^i^OQS Societies, have, it is true, at different tioties 
sfvit Missjoiiarieis of their own body to Sierra Leone ; 
apd to these the Company were ever forward tpaSbrd 
their countenance and protection. And although 
the climate of Africa has proved very adverse to^ 
the success of these Missions, many valuat^e lives 
hayiog been sacrificed iq the attempt to establish 
tbfoi ; afnd the influence of the Slave Trade Ims been 
particularly unfavourable to their progress ; yet mu^U 
has been done and is now doing by their means; 

Mr. Thorpe recommends it to Mn Wilberforce 
(ft, 40.) to ^^ erect the first diurch with a steeple ani 
bell that ever was buik for our r^^lar worship ip 
Afri<^/' This would seem to imply that no churcb 
had ever been erected at Sierra Leone; whereas^ 
tlie fact, on examination^ ai^)ears to be^ that ope of 
the fkst erections at Sierra Leone in the year 1792, 
was that of a temporary church, <^pakle of con- 
tainmg about S50 persons. In 1 793 one was erected 
of more durable materials, capable of containing 
7iO persons; but this was destroyed by the Fr^ch 
in 1 794u who left not a vestige of it remaining. Im^ 
mediately after their departure, another temporary^ 
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{dace of worship ^as prepared ; und in 1796^ a wt- 
cond churchy ^f a commodiaus jsize and structaire^ 
capable cf containing about 500 persons^ was buitl^ 
in which the re^lar worship^ cf the Cfaorch of Eng- 
land continued to be performed, even after the trans^ 
fer of the Colony to the Crown; AU these occafiioiH 
ed an expense to the Compaary of seveial tbousatid 
pounds* Thecfaurch last meatiooed may hitve decays 
ed, or may have been turned to some other use t^ 
fore Mn Thorpe visited the Colony ; but had the 
inquiries, whith he takes cr^it to himself for having' 
made, been very minute, he might have learUt tilat' 
aoefa a structure had •once existed, and that it hoA 
been transfen^d to the Crown. 

Widire8j|)ect to the grave and important remark, 
respecting the^' steq>le " and the ** bell," notwith^ 
standing the* additional weight and authority wfaodi 
it derives fiY>m Mr. Thorpe*B public and private tha<- 
racter, the Directors 'think it wholly unnecessary to 
say more than that they suppose the Sierra Ldbhe 
Company constulted their finances as to the style of 
their buiJdkigSi and that proper and suffieient means 
w€fe provided to announce 1^ hour of Divine Wor^ 
Mp. ■'-.■' . .. '. 

The reason whi^h Mn Thorpe pretends to assi^ 
ffHT the removal 6f die Rev. Mr. Nylander firom thd 
chaplaincy of the Colony is also very incorrectly 
stated. Here mdeed the Directors can speak on 
the autiiority of Mr. Nylander himself, who has ex- 
plained very fully his reasons for this step, in a let- 
ter to his employers, the Church Missionary Society; 
4ated in December 1811, which has been laid befi»r6 
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niemorandum of assignment^ dated on the 1 9th of 
June, 1810, more than a year after hia accaunt-cur-* 
rent had been dosed, and when he must have had a 
full opp6rtunity of ascertaijodng its correctofiss. 

'^ Know all men by these presente, &at I John 
Rizell, of the Colony of Sierra Lepne, trad«r» dQ 
make over to the Honourable the Sierra lifone Com^ 
pany, and their assigns, all my right and title to that 
lot of land numbered two liiindred and iie venty-eigbt 
in the Register and Plan of Town Lots for Fr^tQW% 
ia the Colony aforesaid, with all buildings, wt-houses, 
&c. i^ the said Lot, to be h^ by th^x!., the said 
Company^ for their use, until such tio^ a^ the d^bt 
due by me to the said Company be aU paid, ai^d no 
longer. 

-^ In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand 
and seal, this nineteenth cby of June, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and ten. 

(Signed) JOHN KIZELL, L. S. 
^^ Sealed and ddlfivened in presence of 
(Signed) Jam£S Bec^k^T, 
(Signed) Stephen Gabbbdqn/' 
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I As. the Company had then Qeasedtp hav^ ^ny^sitii* 
blishoieotiat Sierra Le0n(^,itiis sgaro^ly po^sihl/e that 
they co|ildiJmv<e eontmcted luiy n^w ^i^ht tp K^l^ 
or to mi^ other person in Airieai. 

IntheiaceofiSuch a docUKtiQiaty i^; 9e@Bi$i4 PQPfg* 
aatry.ithattaome. pcobable^f irid@lic$i # fih^^fiU(9ge^ 
.^aim siioiild he prDdlieQd;>b«fo]^i&96nibei99l^jd$i)K 
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cate idea o€ equity could require it to be sent to a 
n^Mience at Sierra Leone : not the slightest shadow 
of such evidence has hitherto been produced. 

Mr, Hamilton, the gentteman laentioned with so 
moch honour by Mr. Thorpe at page 68 of hb pam- 
phlet> was the Company's Accountant^ and, subse- 
quently to the month of April IS 10, their sole agent 
at Sierra Leone. The assignment of KizeU's bouse 
13 in Mr. Hamilton's hand- writing. He remmoed 
in the Goimiy for two years beyond the date of that 
asiiignment, namely, until the month of June 1812, 
nearly a year after Mr. Thorpe h«wl arrived in the 
Colony ; but during tbe whole of that time he had 
not been applied to on the part of Kvsell for any 
fiirtber settlement * of his account. Jn short, new 
was any charge more completely falsified than thisw 

It may be proper to. add, that KiatelFs assignment 
of his house had not been put in force by thfi 
Company oi' their agents. Perhapa to their lenity it 
may be owing that they have been subjected to this 
extraordinary and groundless imputation of cussing. 
to pay the just demands of a set^r who toiled for 
them. — The Boiu*d is but too sensible how tedioua: 
this detail must appear, yet it seems necessary in 
Older to render the reftitation of Mr. Thorpe's 
diarges complete. This artida may serve to illus-' 
trate the general complexion of Mr. Thorpe's at* 
tack, and the nature of the only difllculty there is in 
repelling it. 

But although Mr. Thorpe specifics only the case of 
Kizell, he says there were maf^ of the settlers who^ 
were plaoedi by the firauduleot condua of the Com* 
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pany and tfieir agents, in circumstances equally de- 
plorable. When pressed by the Conamittee which 
sat in December 1813, to state the names of the 
settlers to whom he alluded ; in addition to Kizell, I 

he mentioned the name of Reid. This man, how-r 
ever, it appeared, bad acted as a Commissary ; his 
accounts, which were confused and complicated, 
through his own inaccuracy, had been for some time 
in a train of adjustment, and the balance due to him^ 
having been ascertained, was paid to his attorney. 

These w^e the only cases of settlers mentioned by 
Mr. Thorpe. He complained indeed of great in- 
justice having been done to a person of the name of 
Campbell, an European. But the injustice in this 
case wtis chargeable on the Colonial Jury, who tried 
bis suit against the Company, in the year 1909, and 
found a verdict in the Company's favour. Mr. 
Thompson being at that time Governor of the. Co* 
lony, it could not be alleged that the Company or 
tbdragents possessed any undue influence over the 
Qokmial courts. 

The onfy other case mentioned by Mr. Thorpe^" 
and he waa urged to mention all he kfiew, was that of 
a Mr. Oarell, a slave trader, who had kjft the Govern 
nor and Council of Sierra Leone the executors of 
fak^ last will. Mr. Thorpe alleged that the Company 
was possessed, of prop^ty belonging to this man's 
heirs, wkich. they would not give np ;^^w:hef6as the 
truth appeared to be, ti)at the Company had only^ 
tecentty received a remittance of between five and six 
hundred pounds on this account, which was immedK* 
ately placed in the funds, in thename^ of trustees, to 
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await the claim of those who might be entitled to 
moeive it 

But notwithstanding the re&uit* of this previous 
inqairy^ Mr* Thorpe, does not scriqple to affirm, that 
'^ many of the poor settlers ivho had toiled for them 
for yearS). were left unpaid! by the Company.'' 

Mr. Vanneck, Mr^'Hslmilton^aiid Mr.Nicol, whom 
Mr. ThcMrpe represents^ at p. 618, as men of intelli^ 
gence and respectability, and who 'had resided about 
ten years in the Color^, were questk>oed on this point. 
Thejf had heard of no suchicmse^ It had been Mr« 
Vaniieek's provinoe to superintend the labourers : be 
affirmed, that they had always been honourably and 
r^ularly paid once, a week. » 

'In short, the Board is fully persuaded, that this 
very serious charge has not even the slightest colour 
of probability to support it • 

10. Mr. Thorpe goes on to assert, that ^* the 
Company denia;nded to be paid by Government for 
their buildings, and did accordingly receive a large 
sum foY them, although they had previously received 
1 00,000/. for the improvement of the- Colbiiy J' 

This statement is also unfounded. By the tenor 
of the agreement made with his Ms^ty's . Govern- 
ment, on the occasion of the transfer of the Colony, 
the Company were allowed to retain their cwmuercial 
biiildings; all their other buildings being uncondi- 
tionally surrendered. Fourteen months subsequent 
to the transfer, namely in the month of February 
or March, 1809^ the^ commercial !affiun of : the 
Company having, beeo brought to aiclpBe) G^ivernoc 
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Thompson proposed to purchase the commercial 
store-house with its appurtenances, the only buildings 
they bad retained : and he accordii^y made the pur^ 
chase at a price which he himself thought reasooal;^/ 
▼iz. S^OOOL ' I ' ;^ i 

But if Goyemoi^ Thompson, who had the Act ci£ 
Parliament transferring the Cblony to Government 
in his hands, and who by that Ad wasihimaelf. con- 
stituted the sole judge . of* what were piibUc liuild^ 
ings within the meaning of i the Act, a^dras^such. to tbe 
unconditiottally surrendered lo the Crown, had not 
been fully persuaded, tlmt thb particular building 
was fturly and legally the property of the Company,; 
it may be presumed he would not have, purcluided 
and paid for it Would any one who reads in Mn 
Thorpe's pamphlet, that the Sierra Leone Company 
had demanded to be paid for their buildings^ and did 
accordingly receive a large sum, suppose, that the facts 
of the case were, that they had surj'endered to the 
Crown, without being paid Jbr tJiicm J all prifr/Zc buUd^ 
ings, indeed, ail their buildings: of every kind> except 
only their commercial warehouse and its appurte^: 
nances,, which w^e reserved to. them by special agree* 
ment^ and which they afterwards sold for @000L ? 
Nor should it piass unobserved, that this traoisaction,) 
so reprobated by Mr. Thorpe, was a voluntary acton 
the part of that very Governpr, whom in another 
place, and /or another purpose, the .same Mr. Thiovpe 
represents as: a model of integrity and honour. 

11. The most serious however, ofidlMr.Thdrpe's^ 
accuaatiojls agiiinst <tbe Sieira. Leode Company, and 
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their agmts^ is that of slave trading. But in propor] 
tion to its serioQ3iies9, it appears to have, if possible, 
still less foundatiQa whereon to rest than any that 
has yet been adverted tp. 

The Directors of the Sierra Leone CompaQy had 
from the very first professed to be hostile to the slave 
trade. Some of them were among the most distita^ 
guished parliamentary advocates of the Abolition^ 
Mr. Thorpe himself complains (p. 6.) that they 
-^ trumpeted their abhorrence" of the slave trade, an4 
'^ Eliminated agunst ev^ person implicated in it ;" 
and it has been seen, that they required a bond from 
all who entered into tbek service not to engage in 
it No one, indeed, can read their .printed Reports, 
without feeling, that they were the intelligent, deter* 
mined, and fearless adversaries of this* traffic. 

Under these circiimst^nces, there would naturaUy 
be an eagerness, (m the part of those engaged in the 
slave trade, to expose any deviation from their pro* 
fessed principles, of which .the Sierra Leone Com^ 
pany or their agents might have been guilty^ 3ut 
what was the fact ? 

In the year 1799, the Chairman of the Sierra 
Leone Caropauy, Mr. H;.^ Thornton, introduced a 
Bill inio Parlianient for prohibiting the British Slave 
Txade in Ifce ^iver Sierra Jjepne^ and for 500 mile^ 
on each side of it. The proprietors of Banc^ Island,, 
a great slave factory in that very river», anc( the whole 
biSy of slave merchants of I^on^on apd IfiverpppJ 
opposed tfie, Bill, which was, ,nevertl)el^, carried 
tiiiimphwirtyf through the Hou^e of Cqww^i?3, an4 
lost in the House of Lords only by four vof;^?. 
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*rhfey petitioned to be heard by counsel at Ae baf 
o£ the House of Lords, and leave was giVeti theni; 
The Sierra Leone Cori}pany was also admitted to the 
bar, and evidence on both sides was examined at 
great length. On this occasion, the witnesses called 
by the Sierra Leone Company did not scruple, as 
may be seen by a reference to their testimony, to 
represent the slave trade, add i^lave traders^ in their 
U*u^ colours of cruelty, rapacity, treachery, and blood. 
On the other side, several slave tmders were examined 
viflio were familiar with the Colony; who had' fre- 
quently visited it; who had resided in its ileighbour* 
bdod, and who had ample means of knowing all that 
passed in the Colony, and that entered or went oiit 
of it. ' It would have been of great importance te 
th^ir cause — ^and still more such an occasion of triT 
lUnphing over an adversary, if not of exposing his 
hypocrisy, as would have been eagerly: as well as 
justly seized — to have shewir, that the Sierra Leone 
Company, who had brought in this Bill for limiting 
llieir trade in slaves, (expressly on the ground of tiie 
insuperable bar which it interposed to imiocenC 
commerce, to agticultui^^ to civilization, to improve- 
ment of every kind,) had themselves participatJ&d -ifc 
the guilt of tlrnt traffic. Nbrsuch charge,- however, 
ivas made; tiay, no intithation or i^uspicion to that 
effect was urged or insinuated by any of the wit^ 
riesses. 'Pill that period, therefore, it may- be pre- 
sumed that they were guiltless ; at least in the 
absence of all proof of' an affirmative- ki^d^ tfa^ 
hi their circtimstaricigSj is but Titl etj^itltbk' ^e$uit»pF4 
tion.  .•.•••■•• ' • V' ' ' • • .. 
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Again, in 1803-4, along examinatibii of eWdence; 
i^dveraeto the Sierra Leone Company, took pUce in 
a Committee of the House of Commons. But id 
the course of that ex^aminatioii, although it was ad- 
mitted bn. both sides that many settlers and soma 
even .of the Company's servants had quitted the 
Cobny to engage; in the skive trade, not the slightest 
impiitation wastbrown out against the Company^ or 
their. Governor ^md Council, as if they had been 
concerned either :dii^eetly or indirectly in carrying it 
on,; on as if they had favoured it ia others : no, not 
even by those siibtlers. whose ^laads weare forfeited in 
consec^utince of their embarking in the. riave trade, 
jior yet by any one of those whom Mn Thoirpe re^ 
presents .as among the; Company's be^t seiyants^ and 
against whom hjs words »§^m tQ . adfoit^ ^at th^y 
*^ fulmidated,'' and " ti'umpetedltheir abhorrence," 
and who. did not return to tiie Colony till after the 
abolition of the idkve trade and the transfer of the 

government to the Grown. 

It woulct obilioudy have be^n of great inoment to 
such persons to have exhibited the Sierra Leone 
CbmpiBiny^ and their Governor and Council, (their 
public accuserai)i as having sancti<»ied^ by ttieir pwn 
ejcafliiple^ all that tbey were stigmatised for having 
done. Several of these per$pns \a^ beep for soq;^ 
years, (two of tham ne^ly ^), in situfitions^pf tru^t 
in the Company's service. Jfpt: one pf the^i, h,ow- 
6ver, appears to. kave ever pretend^id to justify hjf 
own deliDiqueney by aUegipg any ^^ve^trading trans- 
action ; against ; his j»»dte(r9. . . With . thp ; strongest 
tempta^n.to pi^efer ^ach an . acQu^ajtipn^ if it were 
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title, and whh to amplest metok t£ luiq^mig its 
truthy they bAve never refdied to the clmrges oC the 
Company by a siilgle attempt at reciimkiatioo. 

But in the face of all tbis Btnmg body t)f premmp^ 
live evidence, Mr. Thorpe affinh&(p. i), that the 
ief*Vanti^ of tbe Coolpany * ^^ (^onsta^ftly piircbioed the 
Mtiv^ei ;" ahd be axkia in a noto> tJsat this fact ivad 
** givei) in evtdeMd on oath before Governor TimiBp-' 
^Dtt aAd Chief Ju«tic^ Tbor|)e/^-^The Dii^toifi 
balid tkkem greait pains tboroi^ly to invesl^te thi» 
If^ra^intry ^bar^ They hiav4 laittsidered w;ith 
Gkr^ Vbife ihformatimi which was <dbfta»ied upon ik 
ftam Mf. Tbott)e hittfsel^ in JanuMry 1«14^ by tim 
C6i](M!)i«lfe« of Sierra Le&tie Iil>quiry^ of wbich Mri 
iSl^u^am wad ebairai^m ; and tbey are now aonbled 
ti[> itate ttie faicb of the »&ev 

I^ ^(^^ib€^ ISior, an Atn^riieafi Sluv^ Cte^ti^ 
i^th^mm^^f Bradford) attempted, in thd river Sierra 
Leoi^, ^kb^ut five ^ilesi above ihe Colotiy^ ta kidnap 
eleven natives, who had come on board baa vessel t^ 
WeiSt. He ^tKiceed^d in setui^ five ; two titere 
dl'o^bed in ^e ^tu^^and fouresfcapi&d. Dreading 
Ihe Veng^i^B o^ tke nad^esy Captain BndkftA in^ 
^tantly i6ok rel^e^ k tb# harbour of Sierra LeMNV 
iiMei^ing to^ail #^h the mxt tido« The mdM dfneSti 
l^^w^v^, i^^a:^^ tbe Colony, M^h. the Vf&vis oi thia 
i^m^ge, in til¥!e to t^ it b Oov^oor Lii(£a«i> 
po*vt^^r tb ni^l the ruffian to aceomrtw M.h tegil 
nrfght %6 intel^e WitB indeed esitretndy doubtfok 
iie tieVei^hel^ ^dered fbe/Ca|)tain to be aeized^ 
ii^% full ^kai&ibHtion m bib initituled. ' Had tbe 
t^rnklktidn &i m eUvm ^ i«sttfi« q;sMnd«4 l^thfc 



48 

^iuoe wh^ve the eutmge had been commi^sed^ M 
W^t possibly have beeo convicted of murder. But 
under the peculiar circumstances of the ease, all tha| 
GoirerncMr Ludkm felt that he eauld {u^apeply do waf 
to require the Captaia to uiake ^iefaclioB fer the 
outrage to^&e utmost demaad of African law, or, ia 
case of his refusal, to abandoH him find hie vessel to 
the r^taliatioQ of the natives. The Captaia agreed Uf 
the former altemative. The five persons who had 
heen kidnapped were instantly set at liberty. About 
100/. worth of goods, all that he had remaining 09 
board/ were broiight an shore, and delivered to thf 
io|urcbd natives ; besides which, ten of his slaves we#Be 
tf^ken dut of the bold of his vessel, and landed m 
l&e Golony.; ' 

.. In jatisfyii^ the demands of the natives, the sim« 
{^s# eourse ix Oovernor Ludlam to pursue wcfutd 
fiftve teen to deliver over these ten slaves to the na« 
tiire cln^s, who would have Willingly accepted them 
in datisftiedon of their claitqs. 

- Nevertheless, a$ the slave trade had not yet ceased^ 
ther^ was b^t too much reason to apprehend that 
these poor creature^ w^uld he again sold, (as, accord* 
ing to Jfrican'b^Wf they might lawfaUy be, be/ore 
dbmeskieaidoh), if tte^ Were given at once into the 
faasAd of the native chiefs. To prevent this, and to 
ieellre et Ihe iiam^ ^m€ «titt further benefit to the 
riscueA davies, if r. Ludfem prbposed to bind them 
as ajipreatices for fourteen year^ t6 any respectable 
Colonists who would pay to the Native Chiefs "^their 
isustoiiBary ^alue, whidi^'^ acecHrdifeg to their owti faws, 
title Cluefe werb coiiijiillable to r^eivfe;' instead of 



I 



. ' 44 

the persons of the slaves. Of the ten slaves wh© 
had been taken from on board, four, on account of 
peculiar circumstances */ were unconditionally Kbe- 
rated, with the consent of the Native Chiefs. Cro* 
vernor Ludlam's proposal was accepted, with respect 
to the remaining six, who were children: and they 
"were accordingly bound as apprentices; two of them to 
Mr. Alexander Smith, two to Mr. George Nicdl, and 
two to Mr. James Reid. They were thus rescued from 
the miseries 6f the Middle Passage, in a vessel the 
hold 6{ which was not more than three feet and a faeilf 
ihheight, and on board of which, though only forty^nine 
tons burthen, were actually stowed sixty-four slaves. 

How stands the case, then, with respect to these 
individuals? They exchanged slavery through life, 
for a i^rvitude which scarcely extended beyond their 
p(m-age ; the cruel bondage of America or the West 
Indies, for an apprenticeship of the same nature with 
that to which ftee children are liable in England, 
They exchanged a hopeleiss absence from their 
country and their friends, for t^e power of revisiting 
both : they exchanged the extinctiqa of all civil ri^its^ 
for the possession of every, right which the law of 
!]^ngl^d, in England itself, woul^dgive. 

Such is the extent of tbeinjury tbatwesiiieBe to 
these poor natives. On the other hand, €rov«mor 
X'Udlam secured to the injured parties^ what they 
conceived a ftill compensation.. H< puoisbed^ in 
some degree « Qagitious o£r«nder ; he raised the 



^ Two of th^se, from their veiy diseased slatey^sooldnol 
have i^rri^^ their iiiiseries« had they renu^nedln^ the ve^eU 
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CTdAh of the ColoDy for equal justice and pfompt 
redress J and he preveftted probably a cruel ^aqd 
bloody retaliation upon the first American, even 
though Unoffending, who' should have come within 
the reach of native vengeance. 

One hundred dollars, indeed, were paid to the 

'Native Chiefs, for the redemption of each of these 

six children, who became the apprentice'^ of the per^ 

SOM paying the money, being bound to them by re- 

jgolar indentures, under the guardianship of the Go- 

vemor and Council, and under the fuU protection 

1^ British Law. And this transaction — in the strictest 

sense of the word, a redemption of i)atives of Africa 

:out of slavery to be made free^^is proved by his own 

.ezananation^ in January 1814^ to be the same which 

^Mr. Thorpe. would stigmatise as the slave trade! 

Tbe Directors caanot dismiss tliis case, wichoutcalling 

upon the meeting to consider the fair inferences to-be 

drawn from such facts being made the ground of 

iSUchao accusation. . 

-' i But, according td Mr. Thorpe,* the servants of the 
tCompany: not. only ^^ coUstantly purchased the na- 
tives, .but they worked th6m themselves without pay, 
•and.'hired them to others for pay. "^-^This, when fully 
^enmined, plovies to be no more than this ; that they 
redeemed natives of Africa from slavery, who were 
•abound to them, as af^rentices for a limited time.^— But 
• ta what extent was this done ? 
. The Directors have had an opportunity of examin> 
^ Jug an authentic copy .of the re^stdr of appi-^ices, 
.fip, Ibie.QplpRy of Sierm L^one,; on libe Istoif January 
'\^3jf tbe day on which, the Cdhoy was . trimyferred 
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tp the Cr«wn. The whole number on tbi^t 4ay vm 
thirty-eight. Of tbes?^ however, twenty-«e?en w^re 
the jchildren of ftettler^, bouad ^ther by their perantf 
or guardians, for periods varying from two to twejuf 
years, but chiefly from three to aevea yec^rs. The W^ 
mnining elev^ only were natives, wboie icideiitiires 
were precisely of the same twor with tiiose of the 
children of the dettl^srs. Of these eleven, &ix were 
the poor creatuFe« who were rescued^ ge has beea 
already related^ from the hold ctf sq Amerioaa davy 
ship* Of the remmniog five, two were honnd £Mr 
font years, one for six yeacs, one for sev»n, aad orm^ 
a joung girl, for thirteen years. 
: And thist is the state of things, whieh Mr. Tintpa 
1^ chosen to represent as a monstrous system of 
oppression. ., *^ Their, servants consi^mtlj/ purchased 
the natives^ marked them themsebKs without jBoy, 
and hired them to ethers f(^ pa^ i / *' 

' ' ' . 

IS. But the evil, according to Mn Thorpe^ diA 
not stop, here* The servants of tiie Cooipaay ' ^^ suf- 
fered slaves. to be broiig^io and taken out ^ the 
Colony, and allowed them to he seiaed and 
to. tbeif ma^lbers when tiiey sought prabeedon 
The Directprs hav^e received the ooat .'satuftelovy 
pipof, that ihe Sierra Leone Cooipaoiy and their 
aeivants pnooseded uoi&nnly oq a difeirtfy 4^MpMite 
system; and that tb^ cxperieaeediuMdi tMobie 
and ineonvexdeoee, and even enoouiitered daiigers of 
a v^ fomnidabte Icbd, from their prartioai la^biH*'- 
iBfieertatlie priiieipla of afibrdiog their ^pMtoetkiii ^ 
fiig^ves, who aoui^it. In point of iiict, kmpetos^ 
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tbftt %H !»faivte who sought shelter in the Colony were 
protected, to the utmost power of the GoYernof and 
Council; tior had one instance been discovered of 
proteGtion faaying been refused to a slave who cldim* 
edJt 

. It ifould be too much to expect^ that in k Colony 
i«iiicb. touched/ on all fiodes, on limits where the slave 
trAde was amthcMri^ed and protected, both by British 
and Afirkan law^ no petBons had entered the Colony^ 
and quitted it again, who bad been slaves in their own 
eputitry before they entered it, and who continued to 
h6 $o after tkey had qinitted it Persons were not 
kiternigated, when tibcy entered the Coloay, or whto 
they loeft it volUDtarily, w to whether tiie/ w6re bond 
or free.. It is enough, that the Goverametit of the 
CMmiy was always prompt to guard fnmi lawlesi 
vMenOe^ limw wfao^ sou^t its ptotectioii. They 
eoidd not have incited the rdsdrt of fug^ves to the 
Colony^ widiout giving their neighbours what would 
liitvte seemd just cautie of war against Uiem* 

iN^tkieriis it ntieafit to be asserted^ that no persons 
have ever been forcibly seized within the limits of 
the Cen^ny^i juriadicticm, and delivered to their 
tnutaPB) andjewn cainiod to adave fa<^tories and sold» 
l9Mtti6C8 of thbtindimve been suspected by the Go* 
vemor and Council, where proof of the fact could not 
be^Tofatamed. . iB^ it tiekrly appears^ that no su0h 
«lit40Qe$ wm^iperttitted; On the contrary^ several 
W|D9te di»c«4nered, Iried^ «nd eenrerely ptinished. 

..^he iigoslutt of tiie whole of tb^ charge has been 
fi% <feinQRS«mted^itO''t^^ satbfaekioo \A tbcr Di* 
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* . . . 

[ 13. Tbe Company is next aecdsed of imvliig 

petmitted their store-keeper **^ to siipply the tAn.verSa^*' 
tories and slave ships, and to feed the trade itiev^y^ 
l^ossible way." — Mr. Thdrpe cannot be ignorant 
itvaA ih^ Colony of Sierra Leone was originally sifiiait^ 
ed in the midst of slave traders ; that, with the ex- 
ception of its. own narrow limits/ there, was nota spot 
in western Africa, during Iter entn*e period of die 
Company's connection with it, where thiat trade was 
not carried on, nor a single European or African 
trader, or even an African Chief, who was not en-» 
gaged in it ; and thal^ thei^fore, it wi!& absohitely 
impossible to have a idngle commercial transacticm of 
any kind which might not: contribute, ; in ^bme way 
more or less direct, to feed the slave trade.. If ft 
Kative Chief brought a ton of camwoad, or of rice, 
to the Colony, the goods wliich he purchased, wiA 
tiie proceeds of its sale^ might be empioyed, and 
'doubtless, in many cases, ivere'emplojred, in* slave-* 
trading transactions ; nor 4s it very obvio«», how 
evenlAt. Thotpe's enlighttoed vi^kmce cooldr have 
prevented this; ' — ' ^ * "' ■' ,- ^ . ^ 

I H'r/ Thorpe s^aw Siei^fa Ledne some;yeiuri afier 
me sltive tirade had bieen prb&cribed^fn thiit Hver land 
-its vicinity;' atid when tliArewas ^mpavBL^elyiUltifb 
'^fficutty ih kvoidihg an intercdurse w^ibby^hf^ tradbra, 
who, indeed; were then 'obUg^ ti hi<M lM*i«9ltfe8 
Vom ju^tick^ JBut,' 'ddi%)g'tb0^wfldie:#e^lodtdE;^tfaa 
]tompahy^ ad^iiii^fratidh, tfae'ilictr^tfl^^ 
even to' British snbj^dsVvrfab rclaiDed uri^tk; oader 
tbi Acft oT Yarfiaiften t^ id -<fo<taein«&^ Wf l ^bimr 
of Si«rra Leone, for woOfl, water, and refi^whmentfc 
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But A]$, instead of being any advantagt, was f^t by 
tbe Company as one of the main difficulties witli wbich 
tjiey had to contend ; a difficulty so great as to in* 
dnce tbem to m^k^ that attempt in Parliament, in 
1.7^999 which has been already mentioned, to procurt 
a prohibition of the slave trade in the river Sierra 
L^oi^, and its vicinity, and of which any one would 
liave supposed it impossible that Mr. Thorpe could 
have been ignorant, if he bad not chosen to designate 
this inter^cmrsei which was necessary to the very exist* 
ehce of th^^Colony, and of which the effects were un- 
avoidable, as^^ a feeding of the slave trade." 

14. But a heavier charge, if possible, still re- 

mkkk^ : *' Even in Mn Ludlam's last administration 

of die gdverament^^iMn Thorpe states (p. 5), ^* two 

-cangoesr of Slaves^ takeai from the Americans, were 

.publiciy sold at twenty dollars a head.'' 

' T^e occurrence to wfaidi Mr. Thorpe here refers 

UhA place» (and it is difficult to suppose that he 

coiyld be ignorant of this,) after the Sierra Leoiie 

Company bad ceaSed to govern the Colony. But be- 

•Bid^ ibis general nceptioa agciinst grounding on ds 

,traiisactioa an accuaatioo of the Sierra Leone Com- 

P*9y» Mf * Tboipe has, as usual, grossly misrepre* 

jenlad the fiuets of tbe ime, and idtogether mistated 

its gftoMptf uture (Mid character; 

^ Qertapi KegroeS) in Mmber 167, taken by bis 

lltbyef^^ip Deirwent^ Ca|)«ai& Parker, in two Am^^ 

man vW9el% trading for slavw contraiy to tbe laws of 

the Uwled Statea, were brought to Sierra Leone in 
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Ma^ch or April 1808. No Vice* Admiralty Covatt 
had* yet been instituted, nor had the Orders in Coun- 
cil respecting captured Negroes reached the Colony. 
But these Slaves having been brought to Freetown 
by Captain Parker, it became necessary for Go- 
Vemor Ludlam to provide for them, even though 
they had not yet been " condemned to his Majesty's 
use.T The.case was perfectly novel. Governor 
X;udlam had no precedent, nor iany analogy to guide 
him, in the course he should pursue, excepting the 
provisions of the Abolition Act of 1807; and he 
therefore, humanely and pardonably at least, djeter- 
mined on proceeding accordnig to the spirit of that 
Act, which enacts (bat Slavey t^ken und^r it, and 
condemned tP his Majesty, shall either be fsnlisted 
into his Majesty's sea and land forces, or bound ap- 
prentices for a teroi of years ; and that certain bguu- 
ties oh such Slaves shall be payable to the captors, 
according as the case may be. Adhering to the spirit 
of this enactment^ Governor Ludlam .took forty Qjf 
the^ a*blest men into the service of Govefni]r^nt,'prGt- 
vidihg them with proper fopd and clothing, and pro- 
mising them ibeir full liberty at the end of tbr^ 
years. The remainder, ipoosistjng of eighteen mei^ 
fourteen y/omep, and ninety-five chUdj^en^ he prof 
poibd . to plaoe as apprentk^ 9in(uig th? Colojoistsiqf 
Sierra Leone, for period^ varying.ncqorcimg to tte 
•age of the parties ;-^per8ons of ejghtei^n : y^^ ol^ 
and ^upv^ardsi being bound t)nly for three y^ur^, \ ajQ^ 
Ithpse who wpre.lessribffcn eigbleen. beipg bound for a 
propprtiQnabiy longer ti|i}e» .Public potiei^,pjf,hi3 
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purpose having been, given, 95 S applications ^rete 
immediately made* Many of these applicants Mr« 
Ludlam knew to be utterly ttnfit, from their poverty 
or their profligacy, to have natives entrusted totbetn- 
as apprentices ) but be conceived that, almost ^ll^ifi 
not all, those who were ^mo^t, objectionable^ would ,be^ 
cut oiF at pnce by.a nieti9dr9.wfaioh w^tildappc^ 
impartial, and could , therfetCore • give xu) offence IM 
required that every one whom be permitted terrecqive- 
any of these native a$ apprentices should pay twenty 
dollars for each; and he resolved that' this sunt' 
should be giv^n.tp the 9^ptors, in lieu of .thes bounty 
9f forty pounds for e^ch^mai^, thirty pounds for.ea^b 
woman, and ten pounds for eai^ childi wUeh they 
would have received from Government, bad d^e beeit 
a Court of Vice- Admiralty in the Cplody, in which; the 
captives could have been prosecuted tocoodemn^ktiai^ 

He deemed it reasonable in itself, and i^lrictly 
conformable^ with th^ principle of the Abolition 
Act, whii:h atlowied a bounty to alt ^ptors of Slaves 
regularly condemned, that the captors in this case 
should derive sorhe bediefit from the seizure they bad 
iiiade ; and as the Slaves had not been regu^ly con* 
demned in any Court of Vice-Aduiiralty, the captors^ 
be conceived, could have no claim to the remunera- 
tidn held dui by the Act. , ' 

Itirequirhigthis payment, however^ Mr. Ludlam'a 
niaifi bisect appears to have been not to reward the 
cdptol^s'V that was merely incidental ; but to select the 
millers.' In this point of view, the plan perfectly 
j^dcc^ecfed: more than two hundred applications were 
immediately withdrawn ; and Governor Ludlam then 



ed Ae captured Negroes among those who re«i 
ned, and who were the most respectable ' of ito 
mists, telling them distinctly, tfiat'as aooii ftS ia-i. 
aires cdald be prepared, the datives would ba 
nd to them in th6 usual form, under the guatrdiao- 
of the Goremor and Council. The nature of 
renticeships was well understood bythe'Settletv.^ 
ly of their own children were apprentices -t -and^ 

poBSessing any other ri^t over those native,: 

1 tilat wtm^ sprang from the known retation-uf 
ter and' apprentice^ no idea of the kbd'appearfr 
a moment to have been entertained ; ahd if it 
, tiieoperation of die lan-s relative to apprentices, 
* wiere the laws of England, would doubtiestf 
B corrected it 

jortmOT L'udlam, in writing on this subject, 
:e8 the following observations ; and as he is now 
nore, and the chflrge-is one which aGfects hisme- 
y, it is fai^ lie shoold be heard. 

I tbou^t the most impartial and effectual mode 
proceeding would be to require a payment (tf 
ity dollars for each Apprentice. This plan ex- 
led At once a great number of yOung people who, 
that single account, were unfit to be entrusted 
I the care of a native child, and a great number 
baractcrs in more advanced years who would hope 
jpport themselves by the labour (rf- the native, 
igh he at the same time would be poorly elotiied 

poorly fed. I am not even yet aware of any 
iction to the plan which counterbalanced its ad- 
tages ; nor can I conceive in what way, whether 
c advnntegeous or not, it can be construed into 
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«.IBttl^ of ^aves. It was tbe act of a piiUic ami 
aithorised body (the Governor .and . Council ; of" 
Sierra Leona^- actiog in , the . name : and by autbori^ 
of his MajeityX not for the. private vbenefit of the- ixh 
dividuab of i^at body^ bat for public purposes,. J^h% 
purpose to which the money was applied by tbek G<k 
vtrnor and Cooncil, was the rewarding of the-^exer- 
tions <Kf the captors ; a principle -whioh: , seemed^ ]t#* 
me iapctiooed by the Abolition Act. Howeyeiv: M 
this inode of application bas:be«i disapprove, I wUf 
not contend: for it^ expediency. I will ^nly atate^' 
that this point is totally distinct from tbe^ question^' 
whether Slaves ^ were- sold* I do not urge aU tbi^ 
as meaning to contend that Slaves werenas^er allowed 
to be purchased, or, as / must call it, redeemed^ in 
this Colony. But I contend that 'Me^^wfr^. neither 
purchased nor redeemed. The proceed ij^g in its 
principle appeared to me similar 'to 4beplaaa(|opted 
f^t home f6r preventing Uie introductiw of improper 
persons into practice as attorney S|' &c. ^ Ai^ Act 
passed about 1793, laying a tax of lOQi^^u every 
clerk who should thenceforward be articled ;. the abi* 
Uty to pay this sum being reckoned • the mo^t unob- 
jectionable rule by which to regulate the excli^sioa of 
improper characters. Precisely the same was my 
j3iotive here ; for I cannot perceive that the prin- 
ciple is altered by its being tbe ob^ct to select the 
mastw in the .one case and the apprentice, in the 
.Other." 

.The preceding statements^ which have been given 
more in detail on account of the importance of the 
subject, and injustice to an able and excellent, though 
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flbmewliat speculative miin, now no more, the kte 

Governor I^udlam, will shew what was the real nature 

t of this transaciion, to which, unquestionably, there 

are solid objections oh the score of irr^jgularity and 
itiexpediency ; although it is a gross and palpable 
misrepresentation to call it a sale of SJaves. 
^ This affair took place . in March or April, 1 808. 
>; j; Ifhe intellig^ce. reached England about the end of 

?.!' the fdlowmg July, On the Sd of August, Mn\ 

M^ M^aulay, in a private letter to Governor Ludlant, 

y} thus expressed himself: — *^ The 20 dollars ought not 

* I to have been given to the captors. It ought to have 

f I, fdrkned a fund for the benefit of the Negroes them* 

1| sieites. It tells ill, because it looks something like a, 

sale/' 

* It is impossible to state the real merits of this case 
moi^ fairly and impartially than it is stated by the 
j&irectors of the Sierra Leone Company, in a letter 



f'ij tb Governor Thompson, dated 20th October, 1808, 



*''M an extract from which will be found annexed *. 

'•: t , Mri Thorpe would insinuate (p. 1 6), that this tran-^ 

saction had been " concealed*' by the Sierra Leone^ 
Company and the African Institution/ The truth*^ 
|. on the contrary, is, that when intelligence of it was 

first received, which was in July 1808, steps were 
immediately taken by the African Institution to pro- 
tect the Slaves that had been landed at Sieira Leone 
i from any claims which their American owners might 

prefer a^inst them. The circumstances of the case 
were, with that view, fully stated to Sir John Nicholl, 

* See Appendix, C. 
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then the ,King*s Advocate, Dn Arnold, Dr. Lar^r- 
rence, and Mr« Stephen ; who met iu consultatioi), 
upon it, and advised tha^ if the American owners 
should bring the matter before the Court of Admi- 
ralty, the Negroes themselves should appear as parties 
either by themselves or their attorney, before the 
Court, in order to implead their right to freedom ; 
and that application should also be made to tb^ 
American Government on the subject. Both th^^ 
steps were taken. A power of attorney was, ol^ 
tained from all the liberated Slaves, to be used in case 
of tieed ; and an application was made qn the sub- 
ject to the American Government, iu which th^ f^i^ts 
of the c^se, pvm that of the apprenticing of ,ij^^^ 
SHves, were distinctly stated • This application wi^ 
favourably received, Indeed, the reply of .|he 
America^ Government, accpmpanied by the opi- 
nion of their own Attorney-General, wa^ pf the,i^<>atr 
satisfactory kind, and having been submitted to Uie 
prize appeal court, during the pleadings it) tl^e welJi- 
known casi3 of the Amedie, was made one ground of 
the momentous decisioi> which was propounc^ by< 
the Court on that occ^ion. By this decision the 
subjects of any state which does not swftiop (be 
slave trade by its municipal laws, lire incapacitated 
firom^ prosecuting in a British Court, a claijjigi for tl^e 
r^'stor^tiph of property embarked , in sucl^ illegal 

^^^^C -.'■■'■. . . .' • -- •■-:.•:• 

The proceedings which were iBSti^ut^fi in tfee 



n 



f f 



*^ See, for a full report of this judgment, the Fifth Report 
of the African Institution^ p. 11. 
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tl^j»e qoe huodfed^ ffi4 six^fyi($ey4|n Qcipi^e^^^ii^ the 
view of establishing the strange allegation ^. their 
having been sold by Mn Ludlam as slaves, and to 
^^]p|), pfqa^4il%% Mi:* 7hpi|ie^ wE^mkr 9m hil pr^tof, 
f^^a^r /^ hfiye ibeeor ind^, most -extrnordinai^ 
J^«i Thpnipsmi, the then Govfrnor, wa3 also at^Hic^ 
^tose^orf/judge, and CpunseL A number of ivit^ 
9§SH^WT^ sybj^ed toexaminirtions^ iind^4;rois ex- 
jl|l|^fft]^Q9i ell :.CQ»ducted b; himsdf ; atid to this 
'Jj^jFi of if^as cs^lled evld^nce^ were ^ubfolded aevei^ 
ifl jy^teri^ of Mf . H . Tbordton add Mir. Maeaulaiy^, 
^n^r brief extmpts- <lf which appear in Mr. 
.^9Sper*« pamphlet) as proving that these one hundred 
9l|tl; si)it^i(feMffQ Datives of Africa were sold^ :deaft 
pjlth*^^ tf^^tedt%^ slaves by the Sierra Leone Gam^ 
jPfMiy^ndftbeir ageots/ The whole forms a singdlo* 
vjntis ftf /heteiv^eQeous materials^ and tnamfests an 
ef4iFe disregard of tife i^aieest rules of evidedte^ hL\i{ 
t«d iCH)uitgr^ . f ^ f 

jiHaringr%Ut^ded to .tise<atteaipt which Mr.' Thotpb 
ha#ifRMl«i» by.4QRie brief extracts from letteite of Mci 
Isili.ThQmtoi) »Dd Mn.Macaulay,^ tp stiigniataeitlMtt 
gWtfl»iM«i ^a^ rfavouriug -% trade ia Slaras, itfi»<hM^ 
ff^^e^anry/to say, tb^t tbe.atteaiptihMJwfaDUjriuhxk 
^i)%pH'«ct0C8,.bowevei^ aresamd the tto^bfeofieiiteik 
Wg^^Jfefef* |>»rtilf Af r* TiiorpcVpMnplM^bf « Juett^ 
M^t) iMf * . Maea^by bimseiibn. puUiihiidi addreW-' 
fidielPcth^^ ili^ PfCijdeM ibS.itkk liistitditoii|Kaiid 
Hji«fsh joaMQt .betriead\.M^^^ a^fuQ eoMfttioiMMia 
fi^ea^d ci»lu»iwboQ)riaisire oLtha jbi(Htitmtt, mri^ 
(^'^tt#r:£ooteippl;:o£ aUthi xMeiMd tfoleft of fi#i»d 
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' lA. TbchDiredtorsaf dieSieitaLeo^ 

Mr. Thorpe stales, od Ae surrender of the Cokmy fet^ 

Governmeiit, ^* fimned (to uphold their old itjfhh 

eneej a Seciety called the AfHcan Iii8titotkHu''«-rIt 

will not be very ensy for Mr Thorpe to persMdi 

the public, that the Dkectors of the Sierra Leaoa 

CoBQpany, whose tutmes have been already^ menlmi^ 

ed, could have any sey!sh end in contributing to fonk 

the African Institution. But in truth, the only Di^ 

rectors of Uiat Company whose namea ure to be 

found in the list pi the Directors of ^ AfrieanTn^ 

tiitution^ besides those of the ever-to4)e4aiDenMl 

Mr« Hemy Thornton and Mr. GratfvUle Sharfj^ 

«re» Lord Teignmouth, Mr. Cbaried Giant, Mr« 

WUber^orce, Mr. Babmgton, Mn T. E Forslttv 

and Mr. Clarkson ; names too wdl knowo, and too 

diltervedly dear lo the finends of Aliriea, to have 

b^en exdnded from the manageme&t of-any imtiliilkiii 

wbkh iiad Ibe fgood of Africa for its object But 

tlMM'penoiifl SmomI CMily a s^^ 

ilit9iiigtody,'wfaio^ of« President twenty *twd 

Vioft£oesid0iyls^^Trea9iiier, and tfairty'^it IMreetoca. 

ISmA jnf' only . tiNmfmie^ between the Diiectors* of 

tlMT^ftiMiradUoBa (Jommnyaad of the Afiieair losl^ 

trtOHutfcP Mtntityirtiirh Mr» Thorpe aftrms to liai«^ 

MJilirii : Aad Jiitt^reipect to the abaord imputaiiofii 

fpiiit J^^Dintkm of bath Inatitutiocii, «f '' se^ 

<wiili. V<t\<WMfe^^ )^ Cokmy to tbsir menapng 
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S^cretai^ ; *' hy tvhat means was it tn the power 6f 
either (he one or the other to dor tliis; even if they 
had entertained any such design? Did they convey 
to their Secretary any facilities beyond what hi* 
oVi^rt knowledge of the tnide^of Africa and' of the 
Colohy ^ve ' hiid ? Does It appear that a single 
ftference was ever made to either body on the sub- 
ject,' or a single Question asked or agitated, or a sin- 
gle resolfaticJn promtilg6d or adopted by them; irt 
^6rt, that they ever interfered, either directly or* 
indik-ectly, in the niatter ? The most distinct and un- 
qualified negative is now given to these questions. ^ 

' 'Before the subject of 'th« Sierra Leone Company 
i^ Hosed, the Board is desirous of expressing, fn thcl 
Strongest tferms, its deep impression of the laudable 
itad Hisiriterested views which first led to the for- 
filiation of that Comjiany, and by which its conduct 
tors appeal to have been uniformly actuated; ^ And 
tilthough this vfndJcfetion of their conduct' may ap-*' 
^eaf in^soine -degree foreign to the objects cJf thfe 
Africah Institution, yet, to rescue from unmeritecl 
reproach those who have acted so conspicuous l^ 
part in forwarding the ^^great measure* of the Abb- 
fition of the Slave Tirade, ' is due tb the getiei^al 
(fhafacter of that^sacridd cause, and'is ho'mb're thaA 
ah act of justice towardis thoi^e who preceded therii 
irt then* labours. ;' — > ' ' -- 

Of the causes which led td the' Muife bf the 
Sierra Xeone Compahy,\ thi  Bbatf a 'lias aTrfeWy 
spoken at large irf-ntd FfrsPKeport.'^'Thbse 'who 
wish to see them ihoipe fully an(i isati^deiorlly deve* 
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li^pedi aiajf;cqasult,tb^ Reports .o£ the Siersifk tjs^Wf 
Company g^n6ially» bat piarticukgrly thgse :Q{:l29i^ 
f^]^04v the last ;Cpatajnmg the eyidence of the 
Directors of tbe Coo^pany which was laid b^ifore 
ParliAmeBt Th^ .were there stated to be, the wafiit 
pf ^ sqiHcieDt poji^^r, and authority in th^.Gpyera- 
Qff^t of, the Qolopy,; during Jih© fint eigbt y^$j:)f 
it^ existenci^ combiped wit^>tbe uolaypjurible: obor 
imc^r of th? Settlers } the tnspffipk^y of itSr^tcH^ 
to cbpck tbe encrqac^B)en|;9» or dis«OM«na^;jthe 94^ 
gressicNAii) of the Natives ; the iyLiiliealt;twai|$ iocldjsfijt 
to aUinew settleiiients. ia Jropiqi^ .dioijal^s, iwltt^ 
operated in variojJS; ways ta keep; the? Cp^^papy^ 
^^ftftblishDi^^t in . a^ . Ip V , an^. i^^^eqwl^: )9l8lej5 jptb 
tf^m^ . were ;a^4 th^ too great MMt^tim xoii^Sjb 
atpeoditvir^ of tb^: GpoipMAjr^ in r^as^ufence oJ.tJie 
i^eiiivy Ips^i^s they bM sit^tfdmd ;' the inexp&rieoce fof 
^^CQ9^tovfk ^libe u^r^king ia tbe^. earlier ip0r 
p^/oiti^ mVkm^l ibut iEib«i^i^.iall|.the Ismg^m^ 
Ikimme itotbi of iti^ iR^ti: wd the slare trance, by 
yitmk the ^peoti^iops reawnably entertained by the 
Ip^mders of tiie Colony^ cm its first settlement, wjece 
fiitaUy disappointed. 

t.'- But besides 'thQ86<great obi^tacles to the; success of 
the CoiQ|Muny» itought^ to. be considered, that, they 
m&te not merely a trading : company, : but thab they 
nveie borthencidy /during the .fizst .eight yeais^ with the 
^Dikire chaige^f the eDeotidn^igotecnment, and pi^o- 
fceetios of the tColotiy. ; of ' its: civil, judicial, . and im^ 
litary 'administratbn; of its. medical care, aiiid 
fttbUciMtroctiom and putdic^iiiafksif .and^ during the 
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iWfww^ 9miev9kj pwtfallgr aided ta 

'^r- Fev. jpbuces Jigpqur W hftf^e- 'met !nWi ngrealfer 

ili|ce|K|i4:;0lg^^ The (^lony was fi-ec]piently tthrealh 

j^i^c^ ^mlvtwice ^Miaily Mtteked^ ^y the mttwa^^ 

ogee k w«i« ruined by the JFreMb : trnke^ itsyfmix 

]geo(^]^ iuroke^ottt 4i^ m^onrectioDr - Wbeb ^is^tmwe 

icosun^oe was cardedion^ ^ Freneh diestroyed it. 

When cultijvatien floMsl^ Jtie^ Afrkitaii: cUe6 ;^first 

^Pew ^i^n^ the Active liiboiiirtans'aiKl^tfaeii drove the 

f^efu. ^poi tbeirr %riiis. EVen ^heo^^ eMiD)pi fiom 

;^ixt4 viqleiQo^ ^f the settlers,^ the 

want ^£;iTtigc«tiOfiiS) ^ndrtiie p^li^ of the natives; 

jfie^ ^e Colony 4i^a> state of disquietude and olarah 

^pe t fiea^^ Jc^soes ^ H^db the Gonqpaiie^ ^susfMsed 

I^Mig^%it|p) ptt$s^ a:iri^ ecommry^ frbioh''ww^ utf- 

J^yjqi^|Lble bf^, p < iotehittl kopcovenrant waA^ «#* 

llersf^ ioflueiiGe, imd r€oii8M|Beatiy': to -Jliie' genend 

pp^il gf 4he sQtiJfiBie^. Owmg paetfcj^t(affais±dMe, 

t^^xfij t^ ihe ^HmaleirlbeestablisbaMMt wataAan^ 

jlWfuj^cifi^ for jy^^i^aet^iieeessai^fiArposas.^^^^^ !^^ 

>tb(^el(prey com]^ratively,(^ eotild ^' done lo .cidtiwtt 

fifx ,uit<grcours^ witl^ Ih^neij^bouring^^ natittia, or ttf 

4Bxt^d th^ ^Mnowlo^ge «tf the^lnterior.. ' !Tbe«.itiaiii 

hindi:sMicer hawever) |o the Coii^pimiy s fiiedtss ^^an^ 

quesidpnably arose ^£rom.t^^law Imdcf, i jwfaiok 

ceased^ |ish^bQen;abeady oliailrycri^ ta be^Jegal 

ef ep in^ the* river S|ierr9r I«eme^ ?iiid -taifiBtkdi sub-' 

jecta, oi^y oiLtha iay oo i^hkh^thd Conpiny ceased 

to administer ihe iambics lof^ th0.Golany> fMt emi 

ated a stroag and Hdiaa iateneit in Afirio^iwltteh jia* 
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was iadu&tfkmVYmf\»§iA^mki^^r€mAiig''^^ 
tdteigBs/tthd e>dtiitgj<iakiiis]^<it!«j<«r)r iqiifirtei': ^ To 
fhi»iteiisef>auty'Be 'vnced nideh' of tt»6'1QiMirlR''i^d 

lew^todiiiAlbbiiilinflidon'oftbeiCJ^oimtt;'^ It ren- 

decedthe fitiropeafl t^«»,ih fM«tibidB^,4{i^ M<^iftA 

CDenies'of the''€^oinpuiy;•' 'ft sU^fted flie''^Hi)El^ 

tpjifallie means 6f ao|UHi(^ Brft»h ttiiifd^^^ 

tiieir being at the treoMe o|J cdteefing ' pt^tidH; dt 

cuMvai^ the eoM. It intereirtied die 'H^^ri^ tioelk 

kr the tuftintenance of those sopi^ndfl6(tt''^r<i6t?ci^ 

>rUch^ whiles tbef farmed a grett ^illktacl^ W avt- 

iisatien; metOt^'m -4ke eoatii tHoiMfSh tohf^ iiwj^ 

>!«faidfr dw dmeftratieiobtaiMd -its >Hctia^ tt gife 

•Ifb. tiK<siii*e '^Mlorirsr « gfiear sUpMrioHty ciUBt ti^ 

<t!(»mf»nyi owen •in. ilhe* tisfttf < fta ' j^roduee, teaMnidh 

te^tiwy we«e aM« t»«oniiRt«t ttHAe, boA itr j>rbdu<j^ 

.and Sl««%v ai (neacfy /tbep sauie'^i^nse-'- ait %litdl Si 

MtdepiB'SiBviHakMe'.eoakl tte-ctifiied oh. liaflToM^ 

jBAtdtfae ri»v«-ftvter«nadvinlM|e'in respeet to tli^' 

«nntfi-of feeofcrti^ debta ; '!as he had' c^ly'to inHof 

jg^^eeRhiSjdeblor/ o#ttbe'£nnfly or even tiihrhsmoft 

<ifi the "debtor} m' order to vbinuti himndf agaSrtt^ 

Ion.; Hoioouidi ikut^m, gen^rtdlygaio wt6epte* 

fertace/ovev dttfCompanyi ^ven in di& JModtriie 

ivofce^ by afibrding larger credits 'to the mtttei^. 

■Ilhe daw trade also tendered Ae Afiieans, es^ 

w&y •Aose irho^ lived near thenloast, ^aiid within t^ 

iniuenc^ of stave sUpsr aad itane ftudUmea,- ^H^tikea, 

idle^Jand faoddad ; and-by tk» high^r^tts whieh-it 

presented, it tempted vany 9i ^ ae^Qn» and even 




90die of ib6 Company's officer^, eitbet to «nbark 

in the service of slave factories, or to enter on their 

o^n account into that, traffic *«"' And when, to atl 

^lose' circiitn>taf)<3E« are adcbed, tiie losses aad interr 

nip^oni cMued. by ap unintBrmitted. state of marir 

tkn¥ warftre; and the peculiar unfitness of .tb^ 

ffMa. body of the people to persevere under the difi 

^d contend against the doners, of anew 

It ; the wpnder will be, . thaf the Colopy 

-atber than that it dicf pot Hpur^h. 



oard propoaes now to consider those part!) of 
p^ paoiphlet which hsve a n^ore immfediatQ 
to tbe proceedings of the AfricftiiIostitHtioi)i» 
;es:8 and 9, Mr. Thorpe ati^s^the general 
f tbe Aiiiqaa Inatitutfen', andrtfien proo^y 
e their Reporto.>^HerB it wiU be proper it« 
s preliminary rwnarfc; : The. DiuecMrs of 
an Inatitution, i-elying on: tbe lib«nUit{f- ^ 
:, had ciedculated on obtaining ftuds whiBlt 
pibls tbeAi to iwtsue with v^our the variow 
bey were desinou* of promotixig. In tlai 
1^ have bem disappomtecL Mr. Th,orpe, 
pepKsents tbe Society, as rich. . But -^ 
tiat tbe contributioBS they bare received 
ovcd wholly ioadequaiic to uodertaJunfi 
uld Qecesffiiily iniircdve a kuFg& periiia0«qt 
.'Their whole receipts, of every descripr 
a the first £E>fiDdtian, of the Society, to tbe 
c. 18J4, have amounted rt&^ooly SiSSOL} 



and their annual income^ exelusTve of donations, 
has not quite reached 400/. 

Under these circumstances it became necessary 
to direct their attention^ in the first place, to such ob^ 
jects as were at tixe same time the most urgent and 
the most * cotnpatihie with the state of their fimds. 
Apd the qijiestion, us it respects the conduct of the 
pirectors/ is ' not so mtfch whitt they may have left 
undone^ as whether they have advantageously em* 
ployed the fimited means they possessed. Their 
first duty obviously was, to watch over the execution 
of the laws recently enacted for abolishing tlie 
slave trade; to. endeavour to prevent their infrac- 
tion ; to suggest the means of rendering them more" 
efieclual ; and to promote the abolitioti of this trado 
by Fdreign Powers. It was only in the degree in 
which these objects werfe'actomplished, that a rational 
hope 'cbuld be entertained of civilizing Africa. These 
objects, however, have proVed to be' of sufficient 
magnitude and difficulty to engross a> large share of 
the attention oP'^e 'Birectoris, and to absorb a con- 
siderable pbrti6il^</f tbe fiinds entrusted to them. 
Many of the meiasffresj however, that have been taken 
with this view being of a preventive kind^ are pr^ 
cisely of that description, which, however extensive 
in their operation and beneficial in their effects, are 
the least likely to attract the notice of superficial or 
prejudiced observers, ' It is only by such persons, 
that it Can ever be 'doubted whether the expense; 
^ich is ihcurred in promoting either the efficacy of 
dut 6^vn abolition laws, or the'libblition of the slave 
trad^by1?oi«ign^Powers, has a direct and most md- 
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• i ' ! ] meotous beaiins oo tbe civilization of Africa. Had 



the In^tution confined itsdf to this single pointy it 
would still have heen the best benefoctor of that op- 
pressed continent Whether the efforts of die Direc* 
lors to promote these objects have been well directed, 
and whether the sums expended with that view have 
fi/.]r t been beneficially employed> they must leave it lo the 

^ ir ^ Subscribers to determine, fiut it will hardly be said 
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by any one who understands this question^ and who 
compares its state in 1815 with what it was in 1807; 
who reflects on the unqualified condemnation which 
'f ^::\ (he slave tra^e has received firom the assembled pow* 

% : j': ; ers of Europe ; on its total abolition by , every maritiine 

1" ' / state, excepting Spain and Portugal ; on the liberatioil 

j ^ \ C of Northern AJfrica from this desolating scourge, evm 

r ^ i . for the too protracted period of eight years, to which 

'\: '\ these powers have limited'^its duration ; — who reflecti 

that in Great Britain the slave trader, whO| not man/ 
years ago, had power and influence sufficient to swajf 
: >; I even tl)e decisions of Parliament is now branded aa 

|, : V " a fdon ; and that much has been done in f varietj 

4 'is, I of ways to repress his illicit commerce^ and also to 

lay a foundation for improving the condition of pur 
wtetched colonial bondsmen : it will hardly be said 
by any one who reflects on these changes^ and is ci^* 
ble of estimating their value, that they would hav^ 
il) been dearly purchased, if the whole sum of 9850(. 

with which the Directors have been entrusted, bad 

been expended in securing them. By Xoqkv^ 

however^ into their past Reports, it will be see?, that 

}:' it was only a part of their ^mall funds which ^wap.s^ 

ji expended, and that many other objects of gfrnit 
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%hmt atientioix *..' ' '" ' ». . T* 

J But the directors will proceed to consider" Mr. 
Tbqr]^ $ specific charges against the Institutipp. , 

, i, JFirst^ the alleged neglect of educatiog. . ^; 
, ; ThQ followii^ is the sjmple statement of fects "oii 
this subject :-- , * f, ' ;^ 

A variety ^of Kesplutions, empowering Mr. tud- 
1am to erect schools of diifFerent kinds, reached tHe 
Colony, some of them a short time before, and otneni, 
sodn^ after, he had resigned th^ Government of it into 
the hands of Mr. Thompson. - 

Mr.' Ludlam, to whpm these resolutions and re- 
quests of the Society, on the subject of education, 
were addressed, and on wbolse active^ co-operation 
the Institutipri had confidently relied, on residing 
ills situatibn, J^ransferred also to his successor every 
fetter and pajper, and* every jEurtiple he had reqeived 
from tte Director In a letter from Mr. Ludlaoi 
fo \iv. ]^acauiay, he states,r^** My businesij relating 
fo the" African Institution 1 have gjven over to Go-? 
yernbr Thompson, as'tlbe only person whose siUia- 
fion enables liim to forward their views in this Co- 
loirfy/* '. Governor Thompson acknowledges tbis to' 
have been th^ case, in letters dated the 1 1th Nov. 
l'8(]^;anci "March etli and £8th, 1809;^ but the obly^ 
renuu'k''iie maices oh the' whole of the important sudV* 
fBA of eddcation, thus committed to his superintend- 
inohyii'^aniniimati^^ he ; did not intend tof 

ftlfir same 'resolution oT the^ Board on that subject.^ 

^ / * Set Appendix, D^ . 
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And, in point of fact, it must be ccmfessed tbtt 
he does not appear to have taken one step to carry 
into effect the wishes of the Institution in this respect. 
£ven of three African Youths, on whose educa- 
tion as schoolmasters the Institution had bestowed 
considerable expense, and whose salaries as teachers 
Goremment had undertaken to payi two were em- 
ployed in other lines of service. But had there even 
been a sufficiency of schoolmasters in the Colony, 
it would still have been vain to hope for much good 
from their labours, without* the vigilant controul and 
encouraging countenance of persons in supericNT 
stations. 

Oh the accession of Captain Columbine to the Go* 
vemment, the Directors furnished him with a trans- 
cript of all the papers that had been already fcnrward^ 
ed to Sierra Leone, with a request that he would 
carry their wishes into effect This he promised td 
do. Having lost the frigate he commanded before 
he reached the Colony, and havmg in consequence 
of that lossr returned to England without visiting 
Sierra Leone, so much time was unavoidably coo^ 
sumed that he did not actually commence his ad<^ 
ministration until February 1810, more thati a year 
later than the time when it was intended the changt 
should have taken place. 

The ill health and jdeath of Mrs, Columbine } the 
deatii of Mr. Ludlam ; the long and severe illhessof 
Captain Columbine himself, which ended in his death 
also ; all occurring within the space of little more 
than a year from the time of his arrival in the Colony^ 
sufficiently account for the little progress made in 
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^yipgefiecty during his governmenti to the wishes 
of t^ Institution on the subject of instruction^ It 
cle^ly appears,^ howerer, that much more was done 
in promoting that object during the administration of 
Captain Ciolumbine than in that of his predecessor ; 
and it was in allusion to that particular pariod,. viz. 
Urn year 1 8 10, that the Fifth Report stated that there 
were between two and three ];iandred children en« 
joying thebenefit of education at Sierra Leone, 

^ Ab so6n as the untoward circumstances that haifse 
been mentioned were Icnown, and it was also known 
that Colonel Maxwell was named successor to Cqp-- 
tain, Columbine^ urgent rej^esentatioiis were sent to- 
him <H)itlus subject; aivdhe wasfurnished with all the 
ixisolutions. that had akeady been passed upon it^ 
and emp<»irered to institute schools at the Society's 
expense^ not only at Sierra Leone, but at SenegaL 
and Goree. 

It is c^tainly true that these various efforts of the 
directors to promote the work of education in 
Africa have not led to the institution of schools at 
the Society's expense^ Down. to the period of Go* 
vemor Maxwell's accession to the Government, the 
causes of this £EiiIure have been already mentioned. 

. That gentleman has shewn a strong solicitude t(x 
promote the work of instruction; but he has not 
thought it necessaiy, al&ou^ empowered to. do so> 
toempby the funds of the Institution in that work; 
as. the Government wore willing to bear the expense 
of all the schools he has yet had it in his power to. 
inatitute ;. and as, besides this, Missionary Societies 
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have engaged zealously in the work of education iQ' 
Afika, aod have thereby rendered the application of 
the funds of the Institution to this object less neces- 
sary. 
. Feriiaps indeed it must be admitted, that societies 
Ij^ j of this description are, on the whole, better adapted 

''. f to pursue the objectofeducationthan a Society con- 

{;', ■] stitBted as is the African Institution. 

i'/'A It requires a more than ordinary degree of zeal 

' - ' apdstrengthof principle to induce persons, duly qua- 

lifi^:for the office of .teachers of youth, to derote 
J , . themselves to that work in a climate so uniavourable 

^''.^ to health, and iu a eituatioa where they must submit 

' to many privations of comfott, with little or no ex- 
1 ; pectation of those pecuniary advantages wbtdi tempt 

tiie generality of men to encounter such risks, and 
ibake such sacrifices. But men possessing the requl^ 
site zeal and strength of principle for such a servioe 
naturally enlist themselves at once under some one 
of those societies which conduct reli^ous missions, 
And under whose wing they may labour in the ^capft- 
city of. Missionaries, preacbiag to adults as well as 
educating youth. 

The Institution . is precluded by its fundamental 
rules from undertaldng religious, missionc. The 
difficulty, however, of ^ding. proper persons in this 
<;ouqtry willing to go out to conduct schools -i|) 
Africa, who,ar& tjot disposed to add the character q£ 
misaionary to that of teacher, is found to be vsry 
great, And .00 this ground the Directors have even 
doused whetber.they ought not to x^^P the dii<Bct 
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imd immediate pursuit of this object to those religfous' 
docieties by whom it has been alreitdy zealously and 
miecessfiiUy prosecuted. — This was adifficuity which/ 
though it has proved very formidable, was not dis- 
tinctly anticipated at first; But it was not the only 
difficulty. The low state of the Society's funds was 
a bar to extended efforts of this description. The 
salary allowed to a* male and a female teacher lately 
sent out, Mr. and Mrs.- Sutherland, (ificorrectly 
stated by Mr. Thorpe to have been procured by Mr. 
William Allen, and placed on the colonial establfeh- 
ment,) amounts to not more than 900/. a year; yet 
this of itsdf nearly absorbs tlie whole annual income 
of a Society pronounced by Mr. Thorpe to be very 
rfchr<p.66.) 

: Mr. Thorpe observes in a tiote (p. 10), that the 

Second and -Third Reports state that the resolutions 

jof the: Boafd on the subject of education had been 

carried into -efiect These Reports did doubtless 

assume that those resolutions would be carried into 

^fect, there being no reason at that time to sup* 

•pose that the Governor would prove unfriendly to 

their designs. In a subsequent Report (Sixth, p. S9.) 

it is distinctly stated that they had not been carried 

into efifect. The weight of Mr.Thorpe's charge (p. 1 5), 

and any supposed inconsistency in the different Re* 

ports are thus done away. It wad not extraordinary 

that the Directors should expres!( their disappoint- 

O^t not to have had more specific details to pro^ 

duce with respect to Afirican improvement ; because 

^y hftd repeatedly urged on subsequent Cover* 
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Qors their hope and request^ that every atteQtk>i:r. 
iiiig()t be paid to this importaiit pbject It would 
not have been their fault if not one school had heeu^ 
set on foot in the Colony ; and even in that case 
they would have been able most satisfactorily U^t 
answer Mr. Thorpe's charge. Their letters and offers 
of providing for tiae expense of schools ai«,x)f them-*, 
selves^ irrefragable proofs of their having attempted 
civilization; And, indeed, whatever has been effected-! 
either by the Governineat^ or by Missionary Societies^ 
on their earnest recommeiMlation, may reasonaUy ba 
^9sidered as in a ^reat degr^ee owbg to their 
eSbrts. , 

Mn TJ^orpe vehemently charges the Directors^ 
with deluding a liberal nation, because they stated,; 
as h^: alle^, iir their Second Report, made in the 
BHMEith of March ISiOS, that ^^ a chance will be 
f^oiidedfor restoring some of the captured Negroes 
to their connections ; and ^me, havit^ enjc^sed tlw 
^vtu^itage of instruction in agriculture, and odier 
use&l artsin the Colony, may possibly be « benefit • 
eially employed in dis^eminatingi in. other parts of 
Africa the knowl^dge which they ;have thus ac-^ 
§uired/' (p.. U.) . ^ 

/ Y These poor creatures," he adds, " never ^* 
ceived apy instruction ; nor was an eiR>rt ever mad« 
to re^CHre Ihem to timr connections and cduntry*'' < 

. But Mr. Thorpe has not quoted the Report 
iairly. The following is- the whole^ of the passage 
ik>9i;iv]iipi]^\heibas qarved this' extract-:-^ » 

. ^' l^s M«j|e9ty'3GoivenEunent has further resolved 



to ftppmdt a Court of Vice'-Adnltralty at Si^ra 
Jjeoae, for the purpose of giving more doinptete 
eSect to th^ Act for abolishing the Steve Trade. 

** The appointment <^ such a judicatuw is particii<» 
kffly desirable at the present nloiiieDt, as otherwise 
all the Yessels which may be seised under the Abo^ 
Ution Act must be carried to &9 West Indies for 
adjudication ; a course which wotj^ be attended 
with a cruel prcAraction of the confinement cm siAf^ 
board of the captured Slaves. At Sierra Leone, k 
will also be much easier than it wovdd be in tlie Weit 
Indies, to dispose of these persoas agreeably to tiie 
humane provisions of the Act of Parliament 

** The system of free labour being already estabiislH 
ed at Sierra Leone, the introduction of any number df 
Negroes into that Colony, whether on the footing of 
free labourers or as apprentices for a limited period^ 
could be attended with none of those inconvenienceft 
which, it is alleged,* would flow from it in our West* 
£eidia Islands, anid which, as the Committee under- 
stand, are deemed' to be so considerable as fb make 
it a questioh whether many of the pers<msu already 
liberated in the West Indies, under theoperatiixi of 
the Abolition Act, shall not be sent back to Sierra 
JLeone. A better chance will also be dms afforded 
for restoring some of the captured Skres to their 
fcHrmer connections ; slnd some qfthem e/terbaving 
enjoyed the advantage of instruction in agriculture^ 
ai»d. in other usefiil arts at the Colony, may posaiblgp 
be baieficially employed in dissmainating in other 
parts of .Africa, the knowledge which they m<ry have 
thus acquired. . : . . ' 
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''The Subscriheis wiU readlMy perceive, that ^veiy 
wide field is here opened for their beQev:olei\t exetr 
tion$; nor can the Cojnoiittee ^rtmlemplate it without 
lu^ ardent desire that the funds of the InslitiUion 
mag be so enlarge4 ^ to enable them to enibracf 
the ^opportunity which will in thai case be afforded 
them of conferring a signal benefit x)n Africa.? 

Was there tben.aay thing jsovery.unreaaooable or 
deiosiye in. this anticipation ? The Directors oC.th^^ 
A^noan Institution . have deeply Tc^gcetted that ii( 
should not havebeen more effectually reali^CLd. WJ^y 
it has not iocs, already bqen in part explained* Mufib 
more, hovrever, has .been.done, even in the way 9i 
education, than Mrl Thorpe seeoia willing to allow. 
And.withr^spect to the return of the captured Slavey 
to their own .country, the .. Board has only to refer, to 
an.official report made to the Secretary of State by 
Governor Colunibbe and Mr. Dawes, in 181.Q,.iQ 
which is the ^following passage i*^ 

^^Some of these vessds (the captiured slave ships) 
bad not yet received thdir SJaves on board ; but their, 
capture bad, neyerlbeless, deprived the slave dealers 
of the means: of carrying off about :S8Q0 Africans.; 
and out of other captures, 471 men, 19ti wbiheni,.an(jl 
4i^\ children have been rdeased from, slavery*. 

^^ A considerable nu^nber of the nearest and dearest 
i^ihdred,. husbands and wii^s, parents and cliildreo, 
brothers and sisters, who had been kidnapped ,pr 
stolen at various times, and put on board di:&r^ 
wssds, have thus been unexpectedly restored to each 
other at Sierra Leone : and wbraevex; aay^ of tliem, 
have desired to return to their own country, ^d sucb 
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t^eMm Ikis be^ deemed prtfcticabiey they ha^e been 
aUoived to du so ; being first provided with a paper, . 
under tbe hand and seal of the GovenK>ry certifying 
that they are to be consideced t as bis peopJe aiid 
«nder his protection, which is looked upo% accord* 
ing to .tbe:ciia!to(ms and law of iyrica, to be ja snifi- 
deiit seconfy a^umt farther nuri^ > - , v> 

- ,^'\A11 the: people thusretumaig hocoe muat nata-r 
fally be' inore thaaerer tbeeneinios of s^ery, as tiiey 
ipannot fail in the last four eventful months of aofiering 
and liberali0n to have acquired some new ideas of 
fieedom, ti^hich will of coutrse be gradually difiused 
amongst: their friends ; and seeing that.all white nfien 
are nbt their enemies^ but that one European mation 
considei^ the slave trade as nalawfn). and is deter* 
mined, if possible, to pot. an end to it, .the. natives^ 
may. by degrees. feel some ^ncouragiement to liberale 
th€»f>selves froiti this horrible thraldom." 
: Tlje British Government, Mr.: Thorpe adds, *' psJd 
<Tto black boys, who wrote badly and read worse, fcr 
teaching the childten to read and write/' The truth 
and spirit of this alleglition will be seen by the an. 
nexed spocimenis of the handwriting of tbe$e youths, 
who bad been educated first by the Sierra Leone 
,€ompany, . and' Itfterw^lrds by the Institution, and 
who were sent out to Sierra X<eone at its expense, 
though afterw*ards salaried; by Government — Some 
iiirther observations on the subject of education ane 
feserved for a subsequent part of the Report. 

, 9. Mr. Thorpe proceeds, at p. 1 0, to blame the Ins^ 
liiti<H) for having sent cotton s^eds nt^d vai*ious' iha^ 
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cbio^ to the Colony b^San Ibey i^uld be bf mf 

. u0e.*^Tb« best: answer ivhich caa be made to the* 

diarge contained aa tbis p&is&ge^ is to be found m 

tbe Second BRd Ttiird iReportsof the Society^ which 

ale already befbre the public;'^These articlcB #ero 

sent out to Governor Ludlain; but liiey i^rere receive 

ed) not by him, but by Governor TbofUpsoo^ ^ho 

stated in % letter^ ctaited March 6, 1809, tiiat ^^niea- 

mvis bad been tatoi for excitmg tbe attention 6f tbe 

Coast to the cMton seeds sevit out by die Itetitlrtioni 

tod a portion of tiiem^*' be adds, "^ will be prepay 

gated in the Colony at thfe pmp^r seaJsdn.'' ^ 

Governed Ilioitipson "was >on the spot ^t the time; 

and MUSI huve knoum the^alstdal state of things in Ae 

G^ony better tlM(,n llse thecrbmfy, orieven tbaii Mr^ 

T^btpe. Yel he doat not state dv&lt tiiere W4jLs any 

' fdbijeetion%(Stfae tramniissioi) of this cotton eeed. On 

the contrary^ Jiis Jettetis clearly itnpl^ that it Mai^ both 4 

^almable and a. seasOnaUe gift. > AT^ddee not s^y^ with 

Mr* Thmpe^ that Idnd iite) not been granted to thk 

fiisttleiti : nor d6cs he say th«t they had no itAj^tnentl 

wfaereKvith to prepare the* land. Btt thii^/it Miy 

be presnmi^d^ he would dave laid) totd Ifae £8t«t 

been^o. , i . : * 

In a sybse^uent letter, dated MwfhS^, WO^, 
Ooverm^ Thompsoil again imeutioM hisi intention of 
i^owing the <cotto^ seed in the Colony; end as 4 
tjB$timony of bis appr^bfatkm of the ot)jeet8 and pte^ 
ceedings of the Institution, he ifir(H<:;^ 4 edntdfotflM 
to its funds of 100/. Shortly, however, aftw^ this 
lettei- was writteh, he receiv^ed the. inteiligeBt» of bis 
Ineoak His intended l«ntoval was -^^ia^i^ fA* 
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nearly a ^r^ - by ^ loss of the ship ivhich carried 
oub Im sufieesspr. 0uring that year it was that the 
evils mentioDed by Mr. T^horpe took place : ** The 
wttbn seed was •fhrowa into the river, and the ma- 
chines suffered to decay." - 

- Mt. Thorpe speaks ajiiformly ia the highest terms 
of Mr. Thompson. He cannot, therefore, object tO' 
bis testimony. It seems alear^ howevery that until 
the period of his. hearing of his recal, at least untilf 
tiie38tb of March IS09, Mr. Thompmi did not 
thuik that the African Institutioti had acted either 
unwisely or hnprovidently. . He b&d then been Q<^ 
vernor of tfie Colony for eight months, and must 
have kno^pm its circumstances. He had a full know^^ 
le^lge aleo of what Mr* Thorpe has chosen to repre- 
sent as pi^ofuse and imprprident expenditure on the 
part of the Institution And yet, in his letter of the^ 
$8th of March 1809, he transmits the strongest 
BMiPk be could give of bis approbation of its pro-f 
«!eediogs, namely^ a large contribution to its funds. 

- Jf'Mr. Thope's statement . respecting the want of 
land and implements had not been already proved 
to^ be absMiitely groundless. It might' he plainly in- 
ferred, even from the letters of Governor Thompson 
hknself. These letters contain requests respecting 
a variety of objects wanted ' in the Colony. • He 
r^uestSy among etlier ftnngs, (partieulsniy arms and 
aimniimtkm, and animals of different descriptions, as' 
ite^^ labbks, &c.)— . 

Vn^ Hemp seed, eiiDugh to sow thirty acres; 

: ' :f ^ T^^ece sefed,' tfiventy-fiw pounds. 

: ^ Wi4teJ^iilbat!y>^ onc4mndred plah^ -  
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' ^ ItedAmericJEih Mulberry, one huhdred plants. ^ 

^"^1^: i ''As many hundred cuttings as possible of the 

*^*^'' Madeira vine. . » 

^^' Teh pounds of red, and ten pounds of wl^- 
dpver and other grasses." . • o 

And he expresses his sincere belief '^ thait tiioftn* 
inerce and agriculture will oversptead this alniost 
depopulated part of Africa, and that in no very loai;^ 
tune the Colonfy will repay the baurfils received.^* -; 

It was subsequently to this, that hearing of his 
recal, his views probably took another directbof/ 
I^is efifoits to propagate the cotton seid appear tor 
have been suspended. '^ The seed was thrown into 
the river, and the machines suffered to decay/' ' 

Mr. Thorpe has so frequently asserted the' wafnt 
of impleinents of husbandry, as an impediment, to 
cultivation, that it may be proper to advert to that 
point more fully. He affirms (p. 35)} that the cot- 
ton seed was as useless to the natives as to the settlers ; 
for '^ they had 770 implements of husbandry, nor Mj^ 
sort of instrument to prepare the ground for <Uie 
i '^^ ^aeed.*' ' • *• ' .  : < ^ • ' 

. ; r ' 

I ^^ j r It has been already shewn, that in the CSokiny; 0$ 

Sierra Leone, there was no want of the implejueata^ 

' of husbandry^ That such a want sfaoid^d have existed^ 

and not be complained of, was not possible. That it 

^ I i should be known to exbt, and not be sUpf^iod byr 

I, : the merchants of the Coloi^, is very improl$ljt|^< 

'^ j^, : / Ai^d ^t is^ at least equally improbable,^ that it should 

iiotohce have been adverted to by Govekmor TN3^p- 
sbn, or any stic^ceeding Goveiltior^ or even 1^ Mr. 
Thorpe himself while on the spot, in any qf his 
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eonimiifiicatioiisdthieT with the Secretaiy of State or 
with the Governor of the Colony. 
" fiat it is not marely the colonists, but the Datives^ 
whoy accordiag to Mr. Thorpe, hi^d nO impl^ents 
wherewith to plant this cotton seed. * 

Is it ^pBsiblfe that JVlr. Thorpe^ after residing ttventy* 
tme montiis in . Africa^ should not know that the 
people of. Africa are fed with ride/ and a great part 
of them clothed with coupon cloth^ the produce of their 
own labour; and thai they both reuse the cotton and 
weave it into cloth ? Is it possible also he should not 
jknow that the implements required for planting cot- 
tdci are precisely the same with those required for 
"planting rice ; and that as neither the one nor the 
jQlher.. could be; cultivated without implements, these 
must ha^ve existed although they escaped his obser- 
vation ? The object of the African Institution, there- 
fore, was not to supply implements, which were not 
mranted, but merely tp substitute a better kind of cot*- 
ixm' for the^ wretched sort at present grown in Africa, 
end also to induce 4he natives to cultivate that better 
ftrticle more extensively. . In order to this they trans- 
X mitted s^ of the best kinds to Sierra Leoi^, with 
an earnest request that it might be widely distribut- 
ed } ;and tib^y prepiau^^d and sent out directions for its 
j»anageiApnL 

. It is, moreover^ well known to evc^ person of com- 
UMIA pt^j^ervatipn, who has been among the natives 
. a£ Afiaci^a that t^ do not in general use European 
i0ip}Qnients in the culttire of the soil. They prefer 
^Qs^ whvch they themselves make from bar-iron : and 
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«f 4hi5 article^ large qnantUies are i^suallj sent, to 
Africa iu every merchant ihip that sails tbhhcr. .• 
/ The: only implemebt which was really »:arited, 
with a view to the culture of. cottcHi, was a gia for 
deaning it. The Africans clean it by the band. Sev«i 
gins as models were accordingly sent ; nor was this' 
sneasitre either profuse, improvident, or preniatnrei 
The g^na might have been used at once for Gleaning 
the cotton already growing in Africa^ And even 
mth a view to the seed sent out by th^ Board/ as 
iifottbn attains its maturity in six months after it ift 
•planted, supposing only Mr. Thompson's promises 
oh this sqbject, ^contained in bis letter to ^he Tnsdr 
tiition, to have been realized, these gins would hav^ 
beeb rei^uired very soon after their arrivaL If 4ihe 
cotton seed had been planted^ instead of being thrown 
into the river^ and any considerable quantity of i% 
as might fairly have been expected, had come ta ma-- 
turity^ and there had been no pi^oper gins provided 
^rckamag it; how much more reasonably ihight 
Mh Thorpe, in that case, have complained of tbe 
•fo^tutkxil for neglecting to fiamish the' necclss^jry 
means of.prepaTing it for the £cuvi>pean; market ? 



V i 3v^^*^Itt the Third Report," observe^ |^p; H^lbcp^ 
** the same old delusion, as practised by the^ie^ra 
fje^fe <2ompany, is^ kept up. The Jteport proceeds 
lo state, ^ that the Coiohy would produce i)em^, t^^fie^, 
cotton*, "sflkv^^ugar, tea, batk, -ea$xiphif«> ciii^iftoroll; 
tobacco^ &t. &G, &c-^ I was in the Colony jiears after 
1^ Report Vas published, yet never saw aity^ 
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&09e Valuable productions, nor heard of aiiy attempt 
being made to ctildviU;e any of tliem, except in the 
mi^ance of one liuie cotton plantation." 

The measures takto with respect to cotton, and th6 
auises of their failure^ have been already stated. 

• With respect to the statement of the Board concern- 
iogbennp, tobacco, mulberry plantefor feeding the silk> 
worms, &c. it is difficult to discover what blame^ 
cod Id b^ attributed to the Institution by any other 
ptesonthan Mr. Thorpe. In three: or four successiva 
pages, the Third Report gives inforn^ation, received 
froin different persons, as to the possibility of raising^ 
certain valuable articles of prod^ice at Sierra Leone; 
and relates the steps which had been taken to forward 
their cnltivation. Almost atiy other man would have 
tboagbt this laudable^ and in the way of their duty. 
Bat Mr. Tbi*pe (using • his own words, though un- 
fairly marked as quotation, not . theirs,) represents 
theib ad affirming, for the sake of impositions tiiat 
the Colony w^iUU produce these various matters; and 
theia ^i^ensures the statcfment as false, because he nel* 
ther saw the productions nor lieafd of any attempt 
to cQilivate them. Bat what does Governor Thomp- 
son say on this^^ point? In a letter, dated.>Jov. H,* 
1808, he states, '* An excellent report has beeri 
made of the progress of leather now taraiing with 
the mangrove bark, of wliich a specimen shall be 
sent to the Directors as soon as it is completed.'* 
AtkJ id a letter dated the Sfeth March, 1809, he in- 
feitns the Directors, that '^ the plants of the Insti- 
tirtlbrtt ' were dl ' in good health and prosperity. 
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Hearing soon afterwards of his rccal, he made 
further xronmiunieatiohs to the Board. 

But it is not only Mr. Thompson who assures the 
Institution of the flourishing state of the plants. 
The. following is a letter from Mr. Vanneck, who 
% stated by Mr. Thorpe (p. 68) to be one of the 
inost iDteUigent and respectable gentlemen ever sent 
to the Colony, dated 6th March, 1 809 :— 

^^ I take the liberty of informing you, that the 
Blants sent out by the: Minerva were exceedingly 
weU packed in moss. Only one thing is necess^ to 
observe, should any more be sent out, to have the 
labels tied to the plants witii a little wife. String 
lots^ and it is impossible by unpacking them to dis- 
tinguish the difference of the plants. They were 
planted a few days after their arrival, in a moist soil. 
It pleased the Governor to leave them to my charge, 
^hey grew exceedingly well, particularly the muK 
Verries and grapevines. I am afraid the green tea^r 
«tar*apple, and sour sop ftredead- I am ordered to 
transport them to the top of Leicester Mountain,' 
which place is cleared for the purpose.'* 

If then it be true, that Mr. Thorpe, during Ub 
sbprt stay in the Colony, never saw any of these 
productions, it may perhaps be owing to the same 
pause which led to the throwing of the cotton seeci 
into the river, and to the decay of the machines. 
* , •  ' > 

, 4. Mr. Thorpe attacks the Fourth Report of the Iiir 
^titution on no specific ground, except tliat of de-r 
i:eiving the Navy. And yet the Directors, jn qsA^ 
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td t>bviate the possibility of such deception/ inserted 
io that lleport a full abstract of the Abolition Acts,^ 
and of the Orders in Council foundeci on them. • 

-/ : •;•'•'■  ■-. » : 

5. If the information given of Sierra Let>ne in tlie* 
JFourth Report be fallacious, as is im'pBed intbe ob- 
servations of Mr. Thorpe, then the Diredtors must 
themselves have been deceived by GoviemorThomp^- 
9on ; for all that is there said on iXye subject is taken^ 
from the letters of that gentleman. 

' 6. Mr. Thorpe attacks the Fifth Report, as proving 
the ignorance of the Directors respecting the Portu- 
guese possessions, north of the Equator (p. 19). All 
that the Directors said on thesubject' waSj that the 
Portuguese have no p6ssessi6ns " north of- the Equa- 
tor, with the exception only of the small island 
of Bessao," (Fifth Report, p. 30.) Wbfet thert 
IS incorrect in this stat6met)t is not very obviousi 

*-• • .*., -'-^ |. 

t • . % • f • 

7. Mr. Thorpe next attacks the Commission of 
African Inquiry, mentioned in the Fifth Report* ' 

" In the plenitude ofpatronagej two of the Com- 
pany's old servants, Messrs. Ludlam and Dawes, 
were appointed/ with Captain Cdumfeine, -Commis-^ 
fiioners for surveying the we§t coast of Africa^ within 
Certain latitudes, having a salary of 1 500/. a: year 
each. . The first was known to have possessed nei- 
ther practice nor theory for the discharge of such a 
duty; and if the other had a little knowledge of 
land-surveying, yet he was perfectly inadequate to 
«u^h an undertaking as surveying the coast ^ But 



T;(lpt(MO C^liSBtHae was first dflp«n4ed 09 fpr lc|i9iri 
}d^, aiu| th^D iqeapacjtated fpr ttie u9(]^rtajcingi i^ 
eing appointed Governor of ^\exrdL Leoi^. M^s^r^t- 
^judlaoi and Dawes proceeded a little way down the 
oast: the former died> and the l^i,^ r^unied ta 
ierra L^qpe, where Captwi C^hifli^jus H^i on » 
ill Tvitb a theodolite tf^o or thre;e tin^ftSr glegp^4 
)nie assista,nce from the indefatigable C^ptaip Bqo^, 
}ade out what they called a Report; and flfus to ffa.- 
fy the select with this piece of pafroo^gfi, England 
as uselessly paid above ten thousand pounds." p. 13. 
'i^ovr here Mr. Thorpe commits two. enais. He 
ipposes, or insinuatBs, that the object 9( th^ Coa;i- 
li&sion ^as a na^itical survey oi the coast of Afrip^c 
'hich it was nQt j"- and be asserts, Xh^t, th,e perspns 
;lscted ^€K not conpetent to tb@ dijty iqiposcid <ii\ 
lem; which they were mos^ fMllyi a^d lyovild have 
^en so, erep if their duty had b^q lyh^t he repre^ntft 
. fioth Captaip Columbine and M^. Paw^q wer^ 
istinguisbed by their proficiency in tlie sciences con- 
^ted with nautical surveying. The latter getitle- 
lan h^ been p^cularly r^coipiQ^P((^ 9^ i^K 
rpund by pr. Maakelyne, the Astrpnppi^r ^oyal, 
> the situatiop of Mpthemt^tical T^^^ber f4 Cbrisf'^ 
Ii)spUal ; and in earlier Uf^, >vben, hp w^nt to NenE 
-OuSb Wale% he received from the Bpftrd of Loiigl- 
ide a set of instruments to eoaWe hinj to prpsecute^ 
^ufical and a^trQUQpicfd ob^^rvft^ipus ftirtbe geaprai 
enefit of sc^epc?. Evep in thf^t, pfMQt pf v^w, t|i«fr) 
are, the selection i^as juclicipM.^.— B^t \^9 diii?f ^t 
GCt of tbfi. .Cq^ms^iotx beipg ^ener^ i|iq\W7* ^ 
loes DQt appear, tli9^ ft mter <Qbpic9 ^t^4 bum 
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%eeii wkdt^ ti»m tiiat 6S a perscti of Captain Cdhiiri- 
fiitre's chaAfceferi^d attaitinHents, ind of two men, Mr. 
Ltidlam and Mr. Dawe^, who liad already passed a 
Htmiber of years Jri Africa, and whci itere known to 
he aoiieitoBs fc»r its ii^frmenitut 

But the expen^^, it is alleged, ^as large and also 
itsi^lesfi^. The largeness <d the eitpense arose fi:om 
tihie delay caused by the 16ss of the frigate, appointed 
to earry the Commissioners. A delay of about fif- 
teen month9 was thus occasioned, during which the 
salaries of tb<2i Cominigsidners were, according to uni- 
forhi practical,' dbifitinu^d, amd ah estpense of nearly 
60061, ihe6ri*ed, which would cttfiervl'iSe hate been 
dpdred. 

Alt pefhafp&Mf . Thorpe n^eaiis fd object Hb the* 
pt6j>rkfty Of conlmuir^ their Sa!la?ried' to the Gdm- 
missioners during this their Itiv&lunf&ry iha<5(idn;; If 
so, the Directors think it necessary to state, not by 
vfky df reci4tfii«ia^<^, b/ut for the purpose of enabling 
the Iristl ttf^ft to'judg© df rtie justbeiis of Mr. ThoipeV 
cYhitA to tf fcharacier for superiof regafd to publicf. 
^cdridffiy, that htf himself enjoydd a ^ary «fe Chief 
Judgd, di^d< Ju^ of the Vicfe-A^mwalty Coiirt, m 
Sierftt Leofcffe,^ fl» dWeri yearr&y although ftis ^ctiiall re-" 
sl^hd« M the Gfii(dtty did ndtl ex^edd tw^ency-one 
Aorftto. His'Stfl^j^ Which i)r^ 150(Jt^-^ar, i(Att- 
ja^nc^fftSn ihe lifomh €f( iatiiiBxf 1908> and he re- 
6dvM' it wiiStetft «Sy dASdtefclten ft* «l#de year^ and 

df half wf«fe m m m mt withi* the cmtry. But 

iWt cottllerit Witfcfbis large ^m^itrd efndilifSeftt, sdbti 
ifter he lalndSd it S/kftk Leotife, he demanded of 
Mt.^ Satmy f&e- gentleman i^h6^ tiad> doAe^ the wH6T6' 
4q^^ tfie dam <« Jddgi^ of «h<$ Yi^^Admiraftyt 
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Court for nearly eighteen months previous to his arrf- 
val, to pay over to him all the fees he had received 
in that capacity ; and on Mr. Smith's refusing to 
comply with this demand, Mr. Thorpe brought an: 
action against him, in the Court in which he himself 
usually presided, for 1000/.; and there pleading his 
own cause, he obtained a verdict for 320/. and actu«. 
ally compelled Mr. Smith, by a writ addi^sed to the 
Sheriff, to pay this sum within a few days after the 
verdict bad been obtained. — The. pleadings on: both 
sides in this extraordinary qase are now before th^ 
Board.— It ought, however, to be added, tl^t th^ 
injustice of this proceeding, when stated to the Go< 
vernment at home by Mr. Smith, appeared so flagrant^ 
that a considerable sum was. deducted from Mr. 
Thorpe's salary, and assigned^to Mr. Smth* fts a r^^ 
Vun^ation for his serviee;. 

. •  ..... . ^ . 

" 8. Mr. Thorpe blames tbe Directors for the infor- 
mation they gave to the Navy in their Fifth Report. 
In one point, that information was certainly erro- 
neous ; namely, in theif sta:ting it to be necessary that 
vessels carrying on the Portuguese Slave Trade, 
should have be^n built in the dominions of Portugal, 
or condemned in a Portuguese Court of Admiralty. 
But this, though an erroneous o{wiion, was one ia 
which; at li^e tiaie^ Mr. Thorpe Umsc^f appears tO; 
have entirely and unreservedly concurred, as mpiy be 
seen from several of his own decisions; partifrqlarly 
in the cases of the Calypso, Urbaiio, and Paquet^ 
Volant^. His excuse will probably be, that be was 
misled into those judgments by tbe Qqard. Thin 
VQi|ld be but aq in^ilequi^te^excm^ fpr.ft Iwo^ 
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judge, eiten if it were true. But in a communication 
madeio the Directors: upwards of a year ago, be dis« 
tinctly says ; '^ I nev^r received a single paper from 
Ibis or any otber Society, nor.from any public officar* 
Here or there. I never received any information."i 
This i^ould seem! to exculpate the Board from the 
guilt of having biassed Mr. Thorpe's judgment, and; 
to leave the error .entirely bis own. 

As to the charge of having misled the officers ci 
the Navy, wiih..\idmt' grace this accusation comes 
from Mr. Thoipe will. appear from the following .do« 
cumeht It bas be^ri. transcribed verbatim, from a* 
paper in the handwcitiiifg of Lieutenant Pascoe, of 
his Majesty's gun^bi^g : Daring, entitled '■ Substance^ 
of a Conversation, and the Opinion of the Judge ofr 
the' Axlmiralty Court! at Sierra Leone, June I3i 
1812/' It is as follows :-r- .. > 

• ** I take the slave trade in a larger and mare 
comprehensive view than Sir William Scott.; and/ 
from much trouide and labour, have made such, dia** 
eoveries of :tbe illicit trade in slaves as would astomsir 
you. But to the question of Spaniards : I am folly 
of opmion that i/re^. have ho right to trade in Slaves; 
and i^ll always condemn them, until directed, 
o&emflse by my Go«rerjimait. Let me. tiirn it .which 
way I wiU,^ stfll it is the same thing at laat The 
slave: trade is contrary (o the law of nations, and 
dedued:by my country's Ikw as inhuman and unjust. 
What right, then has Spam to carry on this:trade^ 
None ! Portugal isotbecwise. Portugal says to Great 
Britain, You have brought me fropi a jreyolution in; 
Fortugid, surdy not to plungk«ei into one in tb^ Bra« 
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aboiishbg the Pdrtugoete skve t^ade* Qrtal 
Britairi says. No; eertadnly not; bat bj otir treaity yea 
riMll bn eonfiired tor yoar owb Colonies in Africa; 
Portogal ffgrees to Ms^ and tq do aitay witb thi^ 
IkMrrid traffic gradually. Thus Portug^ l^ew it fd 
bt iUegaly ted indignfmtly secoresr herself by treaty*. 
Spain has no such treaty. If a treai^ was nedeBdtery 
for Portugal as an indepebdint nation^ snrdy it "^M 
flfo for Spain* 

^* Now agun we will eoneider the Americari^ antl 
p0rtQgaese* Tbe forixmr carries on oh* eioftensive^ 
trade in Slaved nnd^r tiie Sptoiisfa fla§. Tbe^ kMer 
clarry on all this Vile trade that fingHsb capital is 
^nbarkied in. There are fliree vesseW here nowf 
under the Portuguese flag : one was taken on a vAya^ 
from Priikes to Bahia, from whieii Idst pYwde iAk h«A 
cotne to the coast. This man- stated lie ^urbliiti^fid 
bb SlatEi«» at Princes ; bnt by invcistigation I* didto- 
T^ed 'tiiat he haid been along the Bight of fienioy 
took bisSMave^on bo^rd^ took ttiem t6r Prfnces^wfaerdt 
he fanded them j aad afiter vhvdiArgoing li nioeb saie^ 
hi sbipt then> agaim 

^ T<r <rcmtdltirde! a nrnxd &gker cdrawt go wnttg 
m^emMngavnselka^ngSkiwsmi boat)ifdi'ittifMi^ 
etuim^ If* Ae h cotidetnaed/ the Sbifiea ilre ftanfedv 
ami the McdiBaly itertifieate grantld W obtairi thnr 
IWad-0«KnMy;> if tt^l daftndlakfTtef isffft^ itio wssM 
tftarf b6 retamed ^ but tbe Slavctf <tanaoty as tbi^ ha^^ 
M r^ht^ praperr^ in thmi^ Froih thto it ia eltai^, d 
MviX c4k<$en^$ poeit^t ^anfrnt^ saibr ^ allhoti|^ n](y sea» 
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<ieratidn of two highly FQSfNMitable naval olBeerS) wfai> 
served oa the Afticaa station, apd who admit that it 
exhibits a eoiwct ijenr pf the opinioM promulgalei 
by the learned judge. Whether the promulgatioQ oC 
atich opinicMMi wti( calculated to tempt the offioers of 
Ifafc Navy to make unauthorised «iaugc&> aad idicMibef 
Mr. T^iorpe could have any interested motivM for #• 
dciagf the Directocs leave it to others to decide; 

Atp. £7^ Mr. Thotpe refers to his own eKpaeiAofk 
<jf thaJeatti Article of die Portuguese Treaty, (inserted 
in thQ Appendix- Co fajs .panifihlet), as moreconect 
than tha^ of Locd Castlereagh ; and he adds, that 
^'his oonstractiOQ has not y^ been ov^erruled kf 
hi^er anthprity/'f-f-This assertion, it is mach to be 
fretted, is Sfii^iiia%aacQrrect with the re^ of his 
pamphl^..: Ptey^jaufl to. iti appearance, that oon^ 
^tructioQ b^d already heea overruled hy Sir VViUiani 
Oi^ant^ Sir William Scott, and Sir J«hu Vioholl, is 
tfaexaaea of the Gidypso, Ut'bano, and Paquote Vo» 
lajit^9 andhas.sioce.h6eaoiv^6rruJied in the oase of the 
Sc(n J:uao. .But besides this^ tdbe irregularity of Mr.^ 
Tborfifif'fi prDceediifigs;^ a» Judge of the Vice* Admiralty 
Co^at Si^^ra Leone, appeaitstahaw produced, m 
(he minds of the Judges of ^e Piise Appeal Cpnrt^' 
4nfer7 uafaiwaraUeimpreiaiwi of the Justice of his 
4^ci$ion&; and ip. that vay may have proii^d tnate^ 
mUyprcgodidal to.the geoeial cau^e of Abolition^ 

. .d. Another idiema of in?0c(i«e, strangely adduced 
hy Mr. ThQFpe,.iitheconiriotioa of firodie, Cooke, and 
iiunhaF (p. fl&X under the £^»re Trade Fdony Act. ' 
: These men weva tried at Sisn^ Leone^ in ih^ eti- 
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miaal eomt of that Coloay, ia the year 18 14, hekopd 
Robert Purdie^ ^Elsq.^ ^wUq, :ia:C0Baequence of Mn 
Thorpe's absence^ was i appoioied to act < as chief 
justice, /)»ro.t((?iB/>i»r^, in his stead. 
, The offepce charged agaiost them was, .trading .in 
sla))^ in the Rio PoDgas; to which CcK>ke pl^ed 
g^iUy, and only offered to jhe Court as an objectioa 
in point of lawy that his slave factory in that riven 
^^s described by a wrong naine in Jthe indictment 
^ Danbar pleaded to the jurisdictioQ of Uie Court,, 
that be was a subject of Ferdinand the Saventh; but 
it appealed, and was iiotoribus in the Colony, that he 
w^ ;a Scotchman by birth, though lie. had beea 
trading as officer of a Spanish slave ship, from the 
Rio Po&gas to the Havannah,.'and had on .that ac-^ 
count assuiped the. charactervof a Spaniard. He had 
been brought into Sierra Leone in the year 1812, 
on board: a slave shij^ called/ the NuevaConstitu* 
tion, under Spanish colours,^^of which he was £rst 
mate'; juid having sworn falseLyiin his examination, 
had been convicted of perjury before -Mr. Thorpe 
himself, and^tood in the pillory. by i/ik sentence. 
- Being now identified as the . person so punished, a 
comparison was made between his evidlsnee in the 
cause of the Nueva Constitution in Nov^. IBIS, and 
his account of himself, also on oath, in April ;]S14<f 
when he was again litou^t injOn^boEUMl apothaif 
slave j&hip, the schooner 'Sail Jose^ of which he^callr 
ed himself first pilot and captain'^ 'trade assistant. 
In the first instance, he -deposed, tlmt J^ was bom 
in Su John's river, ^ei^ Jlorida^tand'ite^ciabedhm 
self %sihthirtjf^(m€ y|an of agp. i )Iii the^t instancjq^ 
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otily serenteen months later, he representcfd hiiti- 
self tks. forty- ane years old, and deposed that he l^ra* 
born iii East Florida, under the Spanish flag. 

The evidence of his trading in Slaves was clear 
beyond dispute. It was proved by the Negroes 
brought to the Colony in tiae Nueva Cotistitucion, 
as well as by other witnesses; and does not appear 
to have been denied by the pri«oner himself. 

Brodie pleaded not guilty, but was convicted on 
direct and satisfactory evidence. Two boys, whom he 
had himself personally bought as Slaves in Africa^ 
and shipped as such by his agent, proved those fact! 
dgainst him ; and his only defence was, a weak at-^ 
tempt to shift off the offence from himself to an 
African woman with whom he cohabited, aqd who 
was in fact one of his agents at a slave factory 
which he owned in the Rio Pongas.^ 

These three convicts were sentenced to tfans^ 
portatioQ for fourteen year£^, and, being brought to 
England under their sentence, were placed on board 
the hulksj preparatory to their being sent to Botany 
Bay* B\A they have been recently pardoned by the 
Crown ; and as Mr. Thorpe uses that fact with ex* 
ukation, in support of 1ms invectives against the Go-^ 
vernment of Sierra Leone, assumii^ that the injus* 
ttCe of the conviction was the cause of the pardon. 
If is rigibt to state distinctly the ground upon which 
file Prinde Regent was most properly advised to 
jpardon and release them. 

It ivas nothing m(M*e nor less . than this, . that 
the judge who filled Mn Thorpe's seat in . bis ab- 
••net, fQlhwing ihe precedents qf his learned pre* 
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decessor Mr. Thorpe bimseff, ba(1 tried aad con- 
victed those men without aiuy lawful jurisdiction to 
do so. The convictions, therefore, w^re not iperely 
erroneous, but absolutely void in law;. and it, was 
for that reason only, and not from any doubt of the 
guilt of the prisoners, (who, from .the enom^ of 
their offeDces, well deserved. the fate to which they 
were sentenced,) that the pardon was granted,, op a 
f^port of the law officers of the Crown. . 

The felonious acts of which these mea w.ers 
convicted were all peipetrated in the Kio Pon^s, 
which is not within the limits of the territory of 
Sierra Leone, or any way depend^it tbereoot and 
therefore clearly not within tbe jurisdiction of 1I19 
criminal court of that .Colony, ; which i^ limited, to 
the trial of offences arising within the, Colony its^f* 
or its dependencies. — But Mr. Thprpe had, whiU 
in the exercise of the same jurisdiction^ , tried several 
slave traders, convicted Uireei #n^ seqtenc^ Pqei of 
them to seven years' transportation, , a^nd anjO^heri tQ 
three years* hard labour, on the^publicf wqrks, ,h) . 
cases to all of which the. §aiue c^j^tipa ^ppli^; 
for. tb« offences wjere all , committed >v^ut . tiw 
local. limits of the, Colony or its. dependencies. . Id 
one Qf the cases, that. of Samuel ^;aiap, trieij by Mr* 
'Thorpe in April 1812, the locality of ^e hloai^yif 
acts was identically tb^ same as 19 tb^ ;{asea<4rf 
Cooke, Brodie, and Dunbar ;  namely^ in the ]^ 
Pongas ; and in that case, tl^e objection that iV^ 
a foreign territory- had heen taken on the paitof tiM» 
priswier, but overruled by thp Cowt. , TJbe, Jafp ^m 
(otuequently re^de^ ftji,. settled on.t^at ,pf>iat.,jbj[ 
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Mf. Thbrpe's aUthoritj^, wHifch 'was probably the tea* 
son timt Neither Cooke, Brodie, nor Dunbar, objected- 
tMi the same ground to the jurisdiction of the C ourt. 
Mr. Purdie, therefore, who was not by education 
a ia^6r, seems to have been very excusable in sup- 
posing hii^ jurisdiction too clear for dispute ; and the 
Gotemor, a military officer, who had appointed him 
to that situation, as the fittest pierson he. could find 
to be locum terkns oi the office in Mr. Thorpe's 
ateence, there being no man bred to the legal pro- 
fessicHfi In the Gol6ny, was dt least equally blamcr 

less»- ' ' . •' • 

I  ' 

If both, however, had been culpable, Mr. Thorpe 
surely \i^as the last man from whom they could have 
apprehended' cerisnre. To him they might reason? 
ably'bave rcferted rather for explanation and de; 
fetite; It must astonish any man, therefore, who 
has hot previously considered other parts of that ex? 
traordinary pamphlet, to find the learned judge 
arraigning bis unlearned successor as well as the 
Qoverndr in tb* harsheist te^ms for these convictions, 
arid cttlHng them the " most unprecedented pieces of 
judicial ighorance and cruelty ever recorded.*' 

' It 16 true, that' he here tates into the account, on 
the stf^eingth of his own asseiiion, that Cooke and 
Dbtibbr were fereignei's ; but as to Cooke, .it does 
h6t appear that this was even alleged by him on the 
tt\z\^KCii he' pleaded guilty to the indictment. , I9 

D^nbai^'s case, the defence was put in issue, and 

-J 

foiin^d against him by the jury^ which makes th^ 
thfirge of judicial ignorance in that respect plainly 
ferelevanti and as to Brodie, whose conviction Mr 
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Mof with equal upecity,. and -in ithose 
iially exults, hb nstional character, is 
BU by this hardy fipolo^at himself to 

remarked, that Mr. Thorpe does »ot 
It this time, at all to apprehend Uie 
tbat l^al objecUon to these and to his 
Ds, on the ground of which the pardoa 
The Act^ fie says, (?"• f- the >Act of 
C9p. 33, which makes ^laye-trading 
hes only to British subjects, Qr otboiB 
rrilory, and bis language throughout 
the men bad committed no )e^ of- 
e the territory was foreign ; whereas, 
m to be British subjects, as they a)l in 
id as pne pf thepi is admitted to be, 
ilty of felopy for trading in the Rio 
ly other foreign territory, as dearly as 
I been commiited in Sierra Leone, pr 
hin the King's doQiinions. 
ler hand, jf Jthe Kip Ppngfis had beep 
}ry, the legal objection would ocTertheT 
•U^, because it is fiot within the local 
F the courts of Sierra Leoae. The sde 
impeachment of these convictions i$j 
inals were convicted in a wrong conrt^ 
the ground of this blunder alooie, pf 
horpe himself was. the parent, that he 
iatitled not only to inveigh against his 
i against the Governor of Sierra Leone, 
3r public commiseration of the convicts 
ud pers^cut^ men 1 1 1 
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Mr. Thorpe,' leven- do: iu^ cohfused and inet- 
plicaUe ^iews of the subject, fe6ls> that his own cohf» 
victboFof SamD stamds in- his way; atid to prevent 
the lash from fiedling on himself, alleges that he 
had ^' insurmauntaUe difficulties in that case/' and 
that, '^ to prevent his reasons from being publicly 
known (lest they m^bt affect the abolition cause),'' 
he had secretly informed tiie Governor that he could 
not . pronounce the amtence directed by the- Ac(^ 
and advised the pardon of the prisoner, in consider 
ration of the chiefs connected with him in the Ri6 
PongAs soliciting in his fayour^ and' agreeing to re* 
nouQce the slave trade. '   ' \ 

If this explahatiOQ were correct in point of &ct, 
to wiiat does it amount? What were th^ difBcuIti^ 
irbichbeitoted tothe Governor ^ Difficulties the judge 
joQ^ht well have; for that Samo was; a Dutchman; 
a readw of the trial will feel little doubt, and Mi^. 
TU<Mrpe .the Judge (who tried the ftict as to his nar 
tioual character, not by. the jury on the issue of not 
g^ilty, on wbii:h the question arose, BtJT upon af-* 

FII>AVITS JM AHEE3T OF JUPGM£NT)) held that ttie 

insufficiency of the prisoner's evidence to prove htm* 
fldf a foreigner subjected him to be convicted as a Bri- 
tish subject, though domiciled in the Rio Pongas and 
seised atthe Isles de Loi^"*^, In other words, he laid 
iS^t imw pr0banii on a man charged with a fblony, 
tP i»roireib]aiself not guilty of it, in an Act prima 

* See the printed trials of SamQ, Peters, $um1 Tufft, for 
slave^trading ; printed by Sherwood and Co., Paternoster Row, 
tir 1813; a work evidently published either by Mr. Thorpe 
^liniselfy or by one of his friends. 



Ful, aa being sanctioned % Il}e Uur of the 
m he resided! !!.-. •■ > i. . .u»  .■ .» 
obstnaage Ihftt the ijudge sbodkl faeiTe f^t 
tite as to traDf^fkHting.'a.nntD (utwctidcoii" 
Uoibrtuoaleiy, however, iu>>intiinatloaj)f 
8, whatever they nere^ was^en ta-ti>c 
His speech on suspending the ^setiteaceis,- 
itrarjr, a. labotirtd eukt^um-en thb-^proi 
uid verdict^ and-':thc subsequest •panlon 
id by iiim Qs«n act -of great Aftugb-^judi*- 

y-- '    ..  

oubt could afterwards have remained<'in 
one, whether by theautboritativb opiaioa 
lorpe, men could be conviotedof ^ felony in^ 

for acts of slave trading out -of the looel 
the Colony; the doubt ^vould hute^becB 
ived; for inJune 181S, two mdntbs after 
;tioDofSamb, ii«triediand oenvQated> Jo* 
rsand William TufiK, for seadiogiand car-- 
ral Negroes as .slaves .;fraip Baoce . lalarad 
, and sellings them at vaiions places id 
be places of export b^g out -oft Haa docai 
ta of Sierra Leone, and tht places of boIb 

British fectorias, 'but-ia all mspects'-as 
ugn as the Bio FMtgas itsdf. K«r did 
e later cases,. scraplc^.topaBSt Mtitenoeaxtf 
tioB, and of labour on>tbepdblic ««Tks*) 
i^Jtt&stiU euSeiir^ under:his-saiiteneesj 
they ought to be pardoned, on account of 

; printed trials last referred to, in wtitcb Mr; 
bU^ friend tbe Editor, claims gr^M merit tot ikeiv 
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the same * Uunder of which ^Cooke^ Brodie, and 
DunbaTy have had the benefit. 

It is^needless to sa^^ more of the charges in ques-* 
tioQ^ or the stFange! inconsi^ncy of the accuser ; ibut 
it may be important' to stale that there would have 
^een a^ defect of trial at Sierra Leone in such caees,, 
^ ven if Mr. Xhorpe had read and underotood the 
Act of Parliament which he undertook to execute 
except that in this case tbo; defect ' would have been 
soon supplied. If slave-traders^ whether forego or 
J^ritish, could have been tried at Sierra Leone 
under the Stat. -51 Geo. III. cap; 2S, commonly 
called' Mr. £rou^iam's Act/ for offences com^- 
mitted out of the limits of the Colony, it 'must have 
been by virtue of a^commission issued by the Crown^ 
in pursuance of the: Act of II and '13-WilU IIL 
^%p. 7, entitled; An Act passed for the more effectual 
Suppression of Piracy. But it now appearsi that no 
such . ccN^mission Jiad been s^t to Sierra Leone ; 
thouj^ i& all our old colonies in the West Indies 
and America, « it has usually formed one of the 
standing- commissions issued and tpansmitted to |he 
GFOvemors. That, this instrument was not sent to 
Siei^ra- Leone, "when a Royal Govermnent was 
first- coiiatitated in ti^t Colony^ is' not justly \ impu^ 
table as a^ fault* to the Ministers' of that day, noc 
f(m tlofeh: succci^sors- feirly be blamed > for not .supr. 
plyingrther-Qmissibn..^ From the peculiar' qbacacter 
of tho;^ sQ):tlement it was* unnecessaryi and would 
haai^d^y have been proper, to jsissim^^ in tl^ tei 

Sfiftcttfir%5:,cd9nie?;an. t^ eew wojrl^|i,,iintil« Mr. 
RfOUgljafn's Act,^ by . creating tiie, offeree, oi plwt^ 
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was wanting ] the defect would have been officially 
notified to his Majesty's Government; and the coai'^ 
mission might have been transmitted to Sierra 
Leone before the end of 1812. But through tiie 
incomprehensible blunder of this judge in trying, 
under* bis colonial commission, felonies committed 
in the Rio Pongas, the omission in question remain^ 
ed unsupplied and unknown at the trial of Brodie and 
the others in 1814; and he now, by a new blunder/, 
not less incomprehensible, exults in consequences 
which his own illegal conduct has produced, and calls 
the attention of the public to facts which redound 
to his own discredit. 

The escape of those criminals from merited pu- 
nishment, and the like impunity which must be ex* 
teiided to the persons convicted by himself, are every 
vftLy imputable to Mr. Thorpe ; because they might 
faftv^ been sent to England, and tried here under the 
Statute 33d Henry VIIL And this course would 
unqtiestionably have been taken by the Governor, 
had the Judge pointed out to him the defect of the 
local jurisdiction in the earlier cdses^ and that defect 
had not been supplied. 

There being no other man but Mr. Thorpe pw- 
fessing himself a lawyer in the Colony, the Gover- 
nor could have.no such advice, except from tlie man 
who has now the effrontery to arraign his conduct oti' 
the score of these convictions, and to chdrge tfaem ofn 
the judicial ignorance of his successor ! ! ! 

As to the respectful and sympathetic style in which 
he speaks of these menr^-one of whom he had himself, 
adjudged to the pillory, and all of whon^he ^idmits: 
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to have been traders in Slaves — it would be difficuU 

I > I ^ to explain it even on the premises assumed by Mr* 

' * Thorpe himself. With his afTected zeal far the abolit 

tioo cause it is still less reconcilable, but is perfectly 
consistent with the true feelings of a man who labours 
to wlify the most distinguished and faithful among 
the leaders in that cause. 






* ' 






10. The trial and condemnation of Bostwick and 
Macquin, mentioned by Mr. Thorpe (p. 19), in tenng 
I ' of strcxig censure, stand on precisely the same ground 

f ; with those of Brodie, Dunbar, and Cooke. His own 

I precedent was exactly followed in both cases, and 

followed with confidence/ because^ in addition to the 
weight of his recorded judgment, his successor had 
every reason, from the tMor of Mn Thorpe*s private 
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U communications, to believe that the proceeding would 

I ;' otoain the cordial sanction of his learned predecessor 

'{ in office. Some of these communications will be 

given hereafter.-r-Of the guslt of the parties there 
did not exist the slightest doubt : they th^ooselves 
admitted it on the trial; and as Mr. Thorpe had pre- 
viously settled the question of the competency of the 
Court to try such offenders, there appeared to be 
no other course for Mr. Pnrdie to pursue but to 
pronounce on them the sentence of the law. 

After these persons had been brought to England^ 
they presented a petition to the Prince Regent, ac- 
knowledging their crinie, and imploring mi?rcy^ 
*' Your Petitioners, with sore contrition and repent- 
ance for the crime of which they pleaded guilty, im- 
plore your Royal Highness, &c." Again : *• The re^ 
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lientance of your miserable petitioners is sbcere ; tod 
in the awful example ivhich they have already ex-^ 
hibited to Africa aod the world, your petitioners 
look up with trembling hope to your Royal High-* 
ness/* 

It is some satisfaction to know, that althou^ these 
men, through the. sti^nge oversight of Mr. Thorpe, 
were tried before a wrong court, they had yet un^ 
questionably incurred the penalty of the law. . They 
were British subjects found engi^ed in an exten- 
sive slave trade, which they had been carrying cAi for 
six ydars after it had been aboliiBhed by their coun* 
try^ and for two years a£ber it had been pronounced 
to be a felony^ 

• . "• " 

IL Mn Thorpe severely censiires also the conduct 
of Governor Maxwdl, and of Captain Scobell and 
Captain Maxwell of his Majesty's Navy, for having 
attacked and destroyed the slave factories in the 
rivers Mesurado and Pongas, and liberated the 
Slaves fo^nd in thenu This he calls invading with 
fire and sword the territory of our allies, carrying 
away their subjects^ destroyii^ their possessions^ &c« 
p. 40. 

The slave factories which were destroyed belong* 
ed exclusivelp to British or American subjects. They 
were planted on grcnind which had been ori^nally 
obtained from the Native Chiefs^ but over which 
the Juative jurisdiction did nc(t/)rae/ica%extend. They 
wen; situated on the banks of navi^ble rivers^^ and 
we9^ entirely distinct and separate from any towa 
or village of ike natives. The attack and destrue- 
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lion of these factories Mn Thorpe calls an invasion 
^f the territories, of our allies. The liberation of the 
captives detamed in the slave yard, or in the slave 
chain, of these contemners of the laws of their country, 
he chooses to denominate a carrying away of the sub^ 
jects of those allies. And the demolition of the store- 
liouses^and slave-holds of these British and American 
miscreants, he calls destroying the possessions of 'the 
natives. 

The misrepresentation of the case is so gross as to 
require only to be stated. 

- It is obvious, that if the subjects or the enemies of 
the King can fix themselves as slave-traders on the 
navigable rivers of Africa, and pursue, without moles- 
tation, their nefarious practices, on the pretence that 
they are under the j urisdiction of native chiefs ; — ^if 
factories and even fonts erected by such persons, in 
defiance pf the laws of their country, shall be consi* 
dered as placed beyond the reach of British controul ;— - 
if the armed vessels of his Majesty entering these 
rivers, are not to be allowed to question the conduct^ 
or interrupt the criminal pursuits, of these piratical 
^epredat(»rs ; there is, in tiiat case, an end of all hope 
either of extinguishing the slave trade, or of civiU^-^ 
ing Africa. 

- But in Africa such a principle never has been, 
and never can be, acted upon. No one has ever 
doubted the right of this country to' controul and 
punish the conduct of persons residing in our differ- 
ent establishments on the Gold Coast But these 
^tablishments differ from the factories in the Rio 
Fongas only in this, that they are stronger Knd less 
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«(ssttilable. The forts on the Gold Coast, however; 
are equally within the territorial limits of the native 
powers, as the factories in the Rio Pongas. The 
only legal tenure, in both cases, is the payment of a 
rent to the native chiefs. If, therefore, a force were 
to be landed from a frigate to punish rebellion, or 
any other crime, at Cape Co^t Castle, or Anamaboo, 
or Dixcove, it would, in principle, be as much an in- 
vaision of the territory of peaceful allies, as if the 
same force were landed at Cape Mesurado, or in 
the Rio Pongas, in order to arrest and punish the 
felons who were there carrying on the slave trade, *" 
And if in the former case, his Majesty's officers 
would be justified in attacking a native force, which 
should range itself on the side of the criminals, they 
. would be equally so in the latter. 
. But it is time to shew what countenance these 
general positions, no less than the particular conduct 
which Mr. Thorpe condemns with such unmeasured 
vehemence, may be considered as deriving from his 
own authority. 

On the 6th of August, 1814, Mr. Thorpe address* 
ed the following letter td. Governor Maxwell :— 

*^ My dear Sir, 

*' I shall lay by the subject I was on, to write a 
few lines oq a subject arising from your letter, as it 
may be of sei'vice to you when I am far away, or no 
more. In truth, Governors are so often ruined by 
actions in the Courts, and harassed by charges be- 
fore the Council, tiiat a friend at a distance is almost 
for ever a^atated^ as it is difficult to find a pi*ecise 






nile of conduct* The powers by Commission and 
the Royal Instructions will guide in many cases ; but 
the most secure mode to consider a doubtful case, I 
thinks is this. The authority of a Governor is a dele* 
geition of the powers of the Crown. No man can dete«- 
^te powers he has not : therefore^ the Governor's 
power can never exceed the King's power» unless 
speciall]^ given by Act of Parliament. For instance^ 
in the case of Samo and Hickson, I was miserable 
until a conviction took place ; and it made me press 
on Mr. Biggs the necessity of getting the chiefs to 
place the White men under your jorisdiction, because. 
it not only extends the powar of £ngland» but it en^ 
abtes you to exercise a most useful power hereafter 
without danger to yourself; and I hope you will ex- 
tend this power whenever you can induce the chiefs 
to surrender their jurisdiction as Mungo Katty did. 
/ shaU strongly represent thisy and shew its great 
utility, in England. — But look to our state if convic-? 
tion had not taken place, and those fellows bad pur- 
sued you to England. 

. ** I have stated thus much from my sincere esteem ; 
and when I am absent and you more elevated, in a 
moment of difficulty, on cool consideration, it may 
be useful. / am convinced it is not only your wish 
not to assume power y but ever to tise that entrusted 
to you with the utmost utility and clemency s and when 
there is no positive rule, it is well to have a general 
principle as a guiding star.'' 

So highly did Mr. Thorpe value the services per^ 
formed by Mr. Biggs in the Rio Pongas, that in an^ 
x)ther letter to Governor Maxwell, written on the^ 
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8Sd July 1819, he <:)bserved: *^ Now as to thf 
business he performed in the Rid Pongas, T am 
^nvinced you are too deeply indebted to him by 
his extricating you from a most severe difficulty ; Uie 
friends of the Abolition are too deeply indebted to 
him for his exertions in the slave trade ; and Great 
Britain is too deeply indebted to hiwifor the exterri- 
torial right he has established on the caast forher^ 
ever to think of remunerating him here. I should 
(dvise bis being desired to put every thing down ; 
and when you are satisfied of the truth of every 
item> sign it, and let him take it to the Lords of ih% 
Treasury, who are the proper judges of such service 
and you will be relieved from an expense and' ao 
embarrassment*." 

In a letter, dated the 10th August 1812, Mr. 
Thorpe retiurs to this general subject ^^ You bavf 
already " (he is writing to Governor Maxwell) " in- 
duced some Chiefs to place the inhabitants, not Black| 
Qoder your jurisdiction. Continue this ; it will be 
easily accomplished : extend it from Cape de Verd 
to Cape Negro f : two years will effect it : you will 
then have extended the jurisdiction and exterritorial 
right of Great Britain over a quarter of the World 
she never expected.'^ 

But even before these letters were written, the 
jjudgQient which Mr. Thorpe pronounced from th^ 
Bench on Samael Samo, a slave-trader in the RIq 
• 

* The advice given by the learned judge was adopted by 
9f r. Bigjgs, and the schedule of his services will be found in the 
AppemKx, F, 

t J^ancfy from U« NoiiOi Lat» to W Soqth JM. 



i 






'■ 



1 






[*• V 



[^ * H 
I- 






'-\ 



[ 
i \ \ 






104 



I a' 

I I Poogas, apprehended at the Isles de Los, a place alsd 

out of the jurisdiction of Sierra Leone, shews wha^ 

was thru the doctrine which he wished to establish 

* I cm this point, and how niuch at variance it is with hi^ 

present views* '' The prisoner," he observed, " has 
domicikd above sixteen years in the Rio Pongas/ 
This may be considered foreign dominions^ but the 
Chiefs of that country consider the White men as 
British stibjectSy and they also consider themselves^ 
British subjects. They have claimed, in cases of 
|*v ' { distress, British protection and received it: they por- 

T t: ! chase, reside, and trade as British subjects, not as 

Africans. The prisoner has derived every advantage 

i; ^1 11 and protection from the English law : be must not 

' ^ now violate it with impunity : we cannot sufier thid 

Ktate of oscillation. Is he one moment to bo within 

the pale of our laws and protection, and the next out 

f.i if of the pale of its coercion?'* Again : " As to the 

l[-^\ % prisoners having resided in a fqreign country, whose 

la wB were the rule of his conduct, and that he is not 

to be brought before a tribunal whose authority he 

^|E| I dees not ^knowledge, I cannot allow it to be a fair 

\\ i 1 statement* I have already shewn that he must be 

•i W considered as a British subject^ and amenable. to our 

J I: law ; but English law is the rule of action evek in 

■rl the Rio Pongas^ &c. See " Triafe of the Slave 

vjl i Traders at Sierra Leone in April and June 1812^ 

* j before the Hon. R» Thorpe," &c. printed in London 

' * "^ iq 1813^ for SherwQod, Neely,,and Jones, pag^3 31 

and 32, . , , . 

On precisely the same views does Mjr. Thorpt 

j II appear to have proceeded in his judicial doieiaioiis /in 
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the Admiralty Court ; and several instancei^ obcSuri-ed 
in which he cotideihned to his Majesty, natives ot 
AfHca^ rescued from slavery, under circumstanced 
similieir to those of the persons who were liberated 
from the slave factories in the Rio Pongas- In 
proof of this, it ii sufficient to refer to the judgments 
pronounce by him on the 24th of February 1812; 
in the case of certain Slaves, seized in Sangamar 
river, and others jseized at Dakar. — It is left to Mh 
Thorpe to reconcile these contradictions^ 

is. The Sixth Report ii charged wkh ** compIeUf 
ignorance of the West Coast of Africa, the state of 
the slave trade, and the Portuguese possessions.-"-^' 
To this no reply seems necessary: sufficient prbtif' 
has already been given of the value of Mr. Thorpe's 
mere assertion. 

IS. Mr. Thorpe neit quotes a passage from th<i 
SStii page of the Sixth Report, in which CaptainCufTee 
is represented as siting, that the Colony of Sierra 
Leone was improving ; and that tiie effect of the pains, 
taken in instructing the youth, from the moment thes 
Colony was< first formed, appeared in the 'sdperior 
intelligence of the rising race <rf' Colonists : and. he. 
adds this renaark ;-~'- I tew Mr. CdSfee ih Siei'hi 
Leone t he i^peared a man of truth and observation^ : 
and I know he constantly lamented, while in &^ 
Colotiy, the dreadful states of depravity into which it 
was sunk. -Ft&m this, and the general fallaciousnesa. 
o£the^Bep€rt, I'&sqI^ to condude he never gave. 
fluoh.Uitofieckin£^aM^dn..'V{pt 14.) 
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It Mj(ill here be^siiificieQt to state thitt tha wfycvsm 
tioti of Capt9Ju Cuffeo was gyi^u,Qii tb^ S^7tl^ 4ugu£U^ 
l&U, iix the. preseoce of tbe fciUawing p^rsions^: yi?; 
Hifi, Royal liigboe^ \h^ Boioe of Qioii|CQ9tei^ ; ik^ 
^bt. Hoo, J. C Viliiei*; W. A^en* I^% j; T.. F, 
For^teT) Bsq. ; J. (}e PoDlhJeu, Esq^. ^ G, HtorH^qchr 
TSsq. ; M. IvWtitv. BfiK}* ; Z* Ma^9^%^ £|Bi^. ;, 4^^^ 
$t^pl?ien^ Ii«q. ; H- Xb9ifn^». |i»q.i api Jf^ lU 

f 4. Mr. Thorpe, with bb usual candour, insiauatea^ 

tUat tbi; Board ^wb/^, ^ cmc;le^k ijbe affiw of the 
|67 slaves, alleg^ to ^Me bi^Q. siq)|l aASfeimL^sQiii^ 
(fu 1 &>*-Tbw raattfji; b;^ cjir^jf b^n fully e^q^kin 
^ io. a ijjjecffdjtfig pact oC tibi^ JR^oft; (p, ^4^), 

15. Mr. Thompson, bealleges^ woulc^ Qot cootkiDj^ 
to ^'furnish fallacious documents for the African Insd* 
6iftk>it'' <{pv, litK>--MaTbpii|)s»u^b0weyeri itj^dteon- 
tboe to. mails slatemcats ta| tjtei fioai^» tiiQ» tnitk^f 
\Khid9c Jtfr* Tb^rpe iii pMiedk to CRntwiifiittb^ d^w^ 
1iliftitimeitha4Lbi^.'bQRird:oll)aflbce9(^ i 
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. 1€j '^TEiiiUhaiid}bGifi9f^''4^Mr^l'hoept^ Viii|«e^ 
Mr.! ITbonipflnirs diB(pnUfi > Hcf fra» ftn 

cattoli But 4lkey> hiMb hoi al Go^efiOMr 6>c tteatol^ 
fQW pxrsptrbsjifWiiibtA to the&t wiato J" (p^ if&)i 
"Elafe poiolsv. fo( tettse^ to €oim»l S^^^wti^ ^loM^ 
a^ vktHk 9Sl the Dnevfatos of Ite iAifHcKdu inMiluliMv 
Afe Theop^i itod»li^iwiattaitoi to, be: dartilli te . iA *ntihk 
asdjioDom^ 'al)(iiiidnp»sed te>piiombt^iim^ 
tion of Africa.-t'V^ tl|^ aafli«nfaitroo» as k laycpta 
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tJdloiwa Maicwetl^ ft iftay be istiffifcfent to (/pp^ 
ibe following liettef , wrilteti hy Mr. Thcwpe Mihsdll 
tte v^rf ^'wk he quitted Sferra Lttfrne, ftftet* ke fciii 
fiad a ftffl opportutrily, for*eatly twio VeAts, of dK^ 
Serving Oolond Mttxweirs eotrdtidt ^ had sat t»ith 
K{oi ih Cotincil ; and had given fcSs direct sanctiott tb 
^laiost every fact of that gentleman^S adnainistratioii. 
X^ ifettet is dated at Sierrk Li^he, March 16th, 
1815, and is^s follows : — 

'♦^ My dear Sir, 

*** My last doty in it\e Colony being pgr- 
ftirmed, permit me to expresrs fte fim wfeh of tny 
heart, which is, ttiat the happy terms In which wfe 
*ave lircd ft>r two yeats, tni^A be as Well knowii ilk 
England as it h here ; theirefore hope, that In writing 
to tlie Secretary of State, -you will relate, 48 I hei 
ym think, that 1 have done my duty 'strletly ^ thai 
what little aid 1 could give *o your afimlnisttation, t 
^ifbrmed cheerfully 5 ttiat I have naade ^oixie exer- 
tibift m support of the Ab6lition j and that ita privAtfe 
I have not poisoned ihe convivial banquet. I have 
^er been ready to acknoivledge the ^eal with which 
yoti have assisted toy public efforts, and! anxiously pro- 
maimed, that every comfort t experienced in private 
fife ha* arbenfrom your l^ind attention; which abso- 
Jtitely anticipated my waots, and preserved me from 
et^^ antidyanct. 1 well remember often thinking 
Aat the friendship f h^d formed whh you and poof 
fieddle WouhJ repay me for the calamities I was na- 
ttttkllj likely to eticounter, and vv^ill sincerely declare 



t although I have lost the one, jet the pleasure I 
'6 bad from tbecordiali^ of iDtercourse I have 
teneaced with the other, has compensated for every 
tailment of comfort, and every estrangement I have 
lerienced from joys the l^jigheat io Ufe. Be assured 
ihall be ever ready to tell most truly how sincerely 
Bel obliged, and how faitbfi^lly I am your ^iend, 
(Signed) " Robebt Thorpj:.'' 

This is only one of various letters in the same 
un which might be produced. In another, dtUed 
:c. i3, 1819, he states himself " perfectly satis- 
i that you never ejfpend public money, bu? ftir 
blic at^vEintage." — Again: on the IStii of Febru- 
r 1813, after proposing the appointment 'of an 
ioer f41<3w^ io oth^r Colonies, " called naval offi- 
;•," he observes : " Py Wednesday I think we 
old settle every ^ng to your satisfaction; and 
sn -I REALLY know qf NOTHING toanicd inyour 
jvernment but public buildings" — On the 23d of 
ibruary 1813, h? recurs tp this subject : ", EyEEY 
liUary act for the Colony seems to be passed $ ho 
FE THiNQ sfems to require my remaining i and 
JNECESSARiLT to Sacrifice my life to the climate 
iuld be insanity" — On the 8th of March 1613; he 
rites : '^ When I am for from you, I sincerely hope 
>u will have health and happing, and find those 
ound you as attached ^md as &ithfully your frien^ 

Robert Thorpe." And on the 13th of thesatnQ 
onth he adds ; " I shall take a furtiif r opportuni^ 

express how much you have contributed' to va^ 
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tomfort, bo!Mr much, obliged. I have been, how truly 
gi^Bteful , I . ao), and. how faithfully I shall reinain 
yours.^vei^. Robert Tliorpe." . 
:- Xhes^ .differ^ptti Ichors are addressed to the man 
Wjhpp3, be now stigqMtrae^ .as\ [* destitute of tniib and 
hpnpu^" . And.here;Hia iKorthy <^f remark, that Mr. 
Tbprpe appears to h<tve« continued to speak in.temis 
of high . cqipqien^ation of , the admiq^stration of 
Gpyernpr .^axwell, even, in his^ repieseolations to 
Gpvern^enty ^^p.tp a< very jeeent period ; namely, 
the peripd ti^it jGoYeptipr , Maxwell, on his. return to 
England in Septeinb^r Jast> deemed it his. duty to 
prefer grave a^d seriofis charges a^^ninst Mr. ThcHrpe, 
before the Secretary pf .Sjt^te for the Colonial Depai;t^ 
ment — 'The (jfov«rnor^appeiirs.tphave endeavoured, 
by every civility and attisntian , which he could .^ve to 
Mr* Tho^p^ while at Sierra Leooe, to soften and 
counteract thosp unbridled tempers which are sqid to 
have obliged him previously to quit his judicial situ* 
l^iop in Upper Ci^na4a;; but. with, so little .^^t 
jthat.he was, at last qonapelledi. for the sake of Ae 
peace, afid, as he conceived, of the very exbtence of 
the ,ColQny, to pr^f^r those oompliunts against Mr. 
Thorpe which have issued ia his dispi^sal. 
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. 1 7. Mr. Thorpe {p. 1 7) chaicges tbe>$eyentfa Report 
of the Institutipp Yf}ti^/f[UaciaiUsfy pef^enenting '^that 
the sUve trade was diminisiung/'— rThat Report waa 
naade.to^t^e Subscribers in March 18 IS.. On ^ 
10th pf August in the same year, Mr^Thorpe^ in fk 
letter .to .CIjQyernor .Maxwell thup ^ei^presses h wsdf : 
y Cpnsider .how largeb/^ Juno efctensively, we have 



tfiiipkd the sime tr^dt. 9% kawelosefy b^nd^^ 

and put to flight the S^aniapds. Mjf de^iHsm art 
mU Itm^n. Airr avrs cak Mlilo^vt vhsis cp. 
iMpmtiuldi^mkmtlkavedMe,'^ Again: okillrif 
sad of^Febiwoy 1SI8» ii^fi etide«t¥durifiig, as iii the 
ipriBer iettor/lo justify iw eirfiy reitora to Etigltod, 
]» ofanrveB ; ^^ Atid n^w, my good ' Sir, ^heti yon 
c6nsiiittri»wwondei4QUy the Aloiigbty htis jfires^vedl 
my life aod Jtpaned *a)^ h^idlh, with tbo weight that I 
bky0 About s^y nebk^ ycm ^K^Mld = tonl^idet itae uilj^B* 
tifiaUe ill fateartlHig ft third wet Mifeifion* Besides, 
wlm yoa cdcmder ^ |he preset ^cumdtances, 
ikm^Mcnu m t i^TKiurA t in the tUvt irade. Sh&utd 
it jftttTivx, / m^f he tttmg^ to meet its' 

i If tba M^eteotfttimi of «h^ Bdwd^ that the shiv^ 
tttde IMS diminsflyfigi were falladofos, what shall be 

<aid of ^Mtt nftt«sente(ioite ^Mf « IlM>rpe 9 

. J • . . .  .' • • . • • • • ' ' ' 

K%. Oft die subject i^f the eftptui^ Negtt)e!t, tf 
^Aode iMfttment Mr. tliof^ i»aJfe8 such heavy cbm- 
pkoDts, it will be BciflcieM to vefer to the statetxietit 
wMch liM beM idveady aiade ki the general Report 
of this year, tBtA to the docueoents which ate subjoined 
to it* It will appear from that statement, that the 
^Aqttvt of GoMmmeM w4io bad i^rge c^ the cap- 
tMed )feg^<MB, e)(^ted diem^tnes !far beyond what 
MM tw^ioed *of thenH either by '&xt KiSt of ParHa- 
iMii% ^or by the 0#der ki Cotindl ibnnded ttpon it^ 
in providing for their wants, securing their comfort^ 
atni fvomoting ^ir happiness and improtemem ; 
«Mi tbttC they Vsck promfrt ttteoktrres to remedy such 
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iiwrmcf^ ki tb# eQodmt o£ a, imm aai liilhorto uo^ 

Tim e»«i9edi&^ difficitU^ o£ tifthiof . angr 9ainha* 
IMQt arrtogemwt cm tiMdi iiA|Kirta^ tPM ahnqis 

g|bifrtoii$. to thoao i^eraoos vfho took wi admrinteveat 
M tbe mattar ;< and nmuf iaiffiscltval atfteo^its Jaim 
beea Qtafk; tn. oisencooe M remoFe thenk. Scrnni 
AQgoliytiQiiB wate snggeated to 4iq Couofstt J9oanil^ 
laUx^h it mas oapfiosfid ssif^ have pnowd admota^ 
gBOua to tide, libaratad ^Sag^Mv bufc tha Xiredow 
were: aiM w fartntrnta aa to pioeure. tii^r adoptiorii 
Xba failure <tf tbair wiahea oathia point, lwanef9er,ia 
abiefty to ke legrettad aa ik reapeicta tbe. Wttt.&doaeu 
All Slwra LaoDe^ .tha jiadiaioua maaauiBS <tf Gicifarw 
qgir JNAaxwall/as they an cbetaaiad in tbe Bepott o£ 
Urn. yaar, acaacaly .saam ta Jidiiiil qi inpaowmanl^ 
axQaptiag ia wfaad eeijprds tha: mpra axaaaaiioe) aH*. 
sl9nMtaai3»«f tbe caftivm, and tfaa aoKrtmpJia af thai 
fl^as^ 4»te hk AAigeaty^s aernce, an wliatfh ai fewra* 
marks will be made* Tbe following extBHt a£ m 
lettai^ vamD%«aG^ad 6x>m SieBBaLflooBi aadaait- 
t^ wkbout m$ ivievir la the praaat aoquiaj^ niik 

aanva; to cMfiim thift g^ii^^ 

'^ W< ba^v^unifixmly JiUasfeed tibapbo begcnjft 
Cabenda "^ft andi att liiaiaaptUBBd NagnMsmt ^sttrtacl! 
biliebam seitf ootlnualibeiooiialrjf aaonaa^ OiUtUt^ 
timre. Amv- b€€tk «x tTt^iM tfp/inm£MVi£-^Tbar0vara>«|i 
laaaailtlliad G riba a a g ttptai^ Bnm^' 

*"A fown setfl^ by tBe captives landed jfront the Br^ 
Miggat, irfUto Ciipiuii fibner iMrtsk actiii^ Govemar of Sleit* 
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barra Town, Leicester- Cabenda, Cusso Toii^n, fiassft 
Town near the False Gape, Portuguese Town to the 
west of Leicester, Kissy Town near Robisff, and Ken*^ 
iieth's Town on the Hogbrook, between five and six 
miles back in the inountains from Freetown. This 
last contains upwards of six hundred inhabitanfeii 
They hiaveall built houses according to their diflbreiH 
country fashions, and make very great' progress -m 
cultivatihg the land.*^W6 now give them all two 
complete suits of £nja;lish clothes on first landing 
vAadk they are afterwards- obliged- to provide fod^ 
themselves; and they are 'much more r^spectibble im 
appearance than many of the Settlers. The land 
allotted them is clearing very'£eist, and there is nok 
doubt but that they will be in a very short time the: 
most independent pfu*tdf the Colony. They do not^ 
Uoe theolheiB, spend any <part oftheir money in tum.^ 
^1 I i *-We havie/nade so mtoy of tbeydung captives, ma*' 

siriis,' thait that species of labour/haS'faUen one &mrtbw' 
It will: be the samC: with > the carpenters iu a very 

But Bupposii]^ the case to have been otherwise; 
itappoMng'itioiiave been as^ bad .^as Air. Thorpe re-» 
presents it to :be^ it is difficult to conceive that he 
bimfielf could have been free fix>m a large share of 
falsnoieu } He was the first magistrate in the Colony/ 
He .was also '« member of the Coiuncil. His own^ 
' jS iMtenofthe 16th March, 1813, ahready quoted, ae^^ 

knowledges, that the Gotornor always seconded^ witb^ 
zeal his publiq efforts.. It is fair.th^n to inquire 
whether he interfered, either aS a juci^e, oc. as % 
member of the Government^ to cheeky or prevent tha^ 
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abuses of which be now complains ? Whcth&r, at 
the time, he made any distinct representation on 

tbe subject? Whether he pnoppsed any Mioute i A 
Council, with a view of remedying, or even marJiiqg 
and protesting against, the evils whiphbe nowaffiroat 
to have existed ? To these questions the. Directors 
believe that a negative answer most ht given. Jo 
tbe series of bis correspondence u^ith Governor Max- 
well, they can find no allusion to the subject, except 
what may be implbd in tbe general expressions al< 
ready quoted^ in which be praises that gentleman's 
administration ; such as that every salutary act had 
now been passed^-^there remamed natiung more for 
him to dof-^motking was now xmnted- in th CoJouyf 
but public buildings^ Xc. 

If Mr« Thorpe's present stateioQents jon ,tbe sulo^eot 
of the captwed Negroes are true, what excuse oan 
he make for tbe utter neglect of bis pkun and ob^ous 
duty as a magistrate and a member of rCouncU-rr^tbat 
of protecting them froin oppression ? 

The Directors, however, believe .that tbosCiSl^pLbir 
ments are unfininded. They bavse prosecuted llieir 
inquiries into the aubjeot with nmph :solicitude ; and 
the Imly particular insCaoceof /Oppression rtbey ihave 
been able to discoyer^ siiHie tbe petiod of Mr« 
Thorpe's arrival in tbe/Cohmy^ y^ ime of wbidiithe 
teamed judge bimaelf :appe«rs to bave been guilt^r* 
On tbe 29th February, 18 1S> ha addressed W 
Mlowiog note to ^' Gkoige ^Christi^ Esq. of the 
Royal African Corps commanding at Fort Thorp'* 
ton;" viz.*- 
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" Dear Sir, 

" I beg you will put the three boya named Jack, 
Sabba, and Tody *, that I send up, to a good deal 
of work, and very little food for three months, for 
stealing, or being accessary to the theft qf, two go^a 
big in kid. 

" Your most humhle Servant, 

(Signed) " Robeut Thoepb." 

The Directors understand that these boys under- 
Tvent no trial whatever, (indeed the vagueness of the 
charge against them implies that it bad not been 
judicially established) ; but that they were subjected 
tp this severe diaciplme by the arbitrary will of the 
learned Judge. And, as au aggravation of the cir- 
cumstance, it is further affirmed, that the goati 
were the property of Mr. Thorpe himself. 

Mr. Thorpe exclums with great vehemence 
against the practice of entering the captured Afri- 
cans into his Majesty's sea and land service, as be- 
ing slavery under another name. It is obvious, how- 
ever, that here, if his complaint were ever so well 
-founded, the law, and the law alone, is io &ult; and 
no blune feirly attaches eidier to the. servants of 
Government or to the African Institution. The 
Directors indeed; have great reason to 'fear, tbkt 
abuses may have existed in the recruiting depart- 
'ment; but they beUeve  that those abuses exbt' no 
longer ; and that the only questbn which need now 



* Three captnted Megroo. 
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be agitated respects tlie expediency of continuing the 
present system of enlistment, as the same is authp« 
rized by Act of Parlianient They lindoubtedly'con- 
ceive, that that system would admit of many benefi- 
cial modifications ; and they are most anxious, not 
only that those modifications should be adopted, but 
that every abuse should be guarded against, and every: 
charge of misconduct rigorously investigated, and> if 
well founded^ severely punished. But they agree 
with the highly respectable Editor of Mr. MungO; 
Park's last Mission to Africa, that occasional abuses, 
particularly if those abuses adipit of an easy remedy,, 
ought not to be urged '^ as valid arguments against 
the practice itself, if it should be ascertained to be 
an the whole beneficial to the Africans.** 

'^ It has been stated," adds the same acute, writer, 
" by enlightened and benevolent persons, who have 
witnessed the state of slavery in the West Indies, 
and the assertion has every appearance of probabl-^ 
lity, that the embodying and employment of black 
troops has had the happiest efi*ect in elevating and 
improving; the negro character, and in ^ving a greater 
degree of importance to that oppressed, riice, 

'^ In the instance of Sierra L^on^, tp which thesd 
observations more immediately relate, compare the 
situation of a captured Negro, when rescued from the 
horrors of a slave vessel, with that of the same man 
a short time afterwards, when serving as a British 
soldier! The ordinary condition of human life has 
nothing similar to this change : it is a transition from^ 
tbe most abject misery, tQ ease, comfort, and com- 
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parative dignity/' * — Appendix to Mnfigo Parkas last 
Mission, jp. xcr. 

This was probably the view which Mr. Thorpe 
himself took of this subject while he was yet at Sierm 
Leone, although he now professes to hold an opiniori 
so widely different. In a letter addressed to Gover- 
nor Maxwell on the 10th August, 1812, he congratu- 
lates that gentlemah on his having opened to Great 
Britain " such a means of recruiting her army as 
she never dreamt of." " Here then," he adds, ^ is 
an extension of territory, an augmentation of trade, 
and an increase of land and sea forces siifficient to 
maintain every possession, without sacrificing the 
lives of her European ifihabitants f.'* 

Who could have expected to find Mr. Thorpe 
loudly inveighing against the system which, two years 
before, he had so strenuously recommended ? 

Although the annual Report answers the general 
charges of Mr. Thorpe, respecting the captured S laves, 
the Directors will here advert to oiie of them, which is 
Inade particularly prominent. ^ The women and 
girls," it is said, " werle selected for the basest pur- 
poses," p. 94. , Mr. Thorpe adds in a note ; " The 
conduct of thosie high in office, with reispect to the 
captured n^gro girls, is now under consideration ;'*' 
alluding, the Directors presume, to sofee counter- 
charges, which, notwithstanding the uniformly lauda- 
tory strain of his former statements respecting Go- 
. ,  .  ' ,  , . . . 

* See the general Report of the present year, for a farther 
ducidation of this subject 

t The whole of this letter will be found in the Appendix, G, 
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vimior Maxwell's administration, he has thought it 
right to prefer against that gentleman. 

The Directors have taken pains to investigate the 
truth of this very serious imputation ; but they have 
hitherto met with no evidence (excepting that of Mn 
Thorpe himself), either oral or documentary, to sup- 
port it, as fer as it is applicable to any of those per- 
sons on whom Mr, Thorpe can be anxious to fix the 
charge. 

19. Mr, Thorpe has dwelt much on the low state of 
momis at Sierra Leone ; and there is doubtless much 
truth in the repi'esentation. When the nature of the 
population of that Colony is considered, composed 
as it is of Nova-Scotian Blacks, who in early life 
were habituated to all the licence which is incident 
to a state of slavery; of Maroons, who in Jamaica 
lived in the practice of polygamy, and of the other 
vices which disfigure the face of society in our West- 
Indian Islands ; and of native Africans, as yet unac- 
quainted with the obligations of Christianity Or the 
restraints of civilized life ; the Directors cannot won- 
der that there should be great room for complaint 
on this head, and they very earnestly desire that an 
adequate remedy were applied. If, however, there 
should be any truth in much concurrent information 
which they have received, they cannot help entertain*- 
, ing some doubts, whether the example of even Mr. 
Thorpe himself was peculiarly calculated to diminish 
flie evil. 

SO. Mr.Thwpe has also dwelt much on the backward 
state of cultivation in the Colony ; but he has omit* 



118 

ted to inform the puUic^ that this backwardness arosei 
in part at leasts from the effects of a law framed by 
himself, namely, the Militia Act. This law was so 
obnoxious to a large part of the Settlers, that tb6y 
preferred abandoning their farms and houses, and 
quitting the Colony entirely, to submitting to its 
provisions. Many of them did actually abandon 
the Colony on this account, and left their farms to 
desolation. The measures which Mr. Thorpe was 
disposed to pursue on this occasion, may be inferved 
from the following letter which he addressed on the 
31st March, 1813, to Governor Maxwell :— 

** My dear Sir, 

" Though I commend most highly your general 
benevolence, yet I cannot agree with you in pitying 
S— *. He assured me, that he saw no harm in the 
Militia Act, and that the Maroons ought to submit 
to it, and that he would enrol himself. He has not 
done so, evidently because the party be leads are 
adverse ; is a combined phalanx of ignorance, obsti- 
nacy, and determination, not to be broken through. 
Are three hundred persons armed, active, hardy,.; 
combined, and resolute men, not to be separated, dis- 
organized and subdued ? S — has made over his pro- 
perty to J. M. They will not part with a do^ar. 
They disseminate the doctrine that a soldier is a 
degraded person because he may be jSogged^ and that 
any person that would be a soldier is beneath them* 
selves '\. For what good is all this? If this i^iot i* 

* One of the principal Maroons. 

t Compare this with Mr. Thorpe*p( present opinions respect* 
ing soldiership. 
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not untied, / xoould sever it. This spirit has grown 
and strengthened too much. I conceive them * silenV 
plotting; obstinate, vicious, ignorant, devils, dange^ 
IOU9 in any society, but particularly so in a govern- 
ment like yours, open to a variety of circumstancei 
that cannot be foreseen, I do conceive S  cri- 
minal in his ingratitude to you, and at the head of 
this unyielding, cemented, vicious clan, that would 
be dangerous if they dare. Yoii know, my dear Sir, 
it h my principle to give you my opinion honestly. 
They cannot be injurious with you; but you will not 
be always here: a weak government will make them 
etrong, and what they could do, they would do. 

" Ever yours most truly, 
(Signed) " Robt. Thorpe/' 

Had it not been for the moderation and forbear- 
ance of Governor Maxwell, these violent counsels 
might have produced the most calamitous ccmsc- 
quences. By pursuing a more lenient course, the 
Settlers were reclaimed to their duty, returned to 
the Colony, and resumed their farms, but not 
until a month or two after Mr. Thorpe had quit- 
ted it 

The Directors have no intention of blaming the 
Militia Act, which occasioned this defection, and 
the consequent decrease of cultivation in the Co* 
lony. The Act, they believe, was framed on the 
model of other colonial acts of the same descrip- 
tion, and some such act was clearly necesisary. 

* Vis. tiie Settlers, 
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Those enis taty, tberefbre, be iurly aMriM ta 
the unreasonabteness of the Settlerb*. But wb^ 
Mr. Thorpe was repTeeeotiDg the ba^nrard atato- 
of cuItJvatioD m the Colony, doting the tweoty- 
one months be resided there, it vtoiAd only have 
bera feir in him to state, that this was to be 
ascribed neitJier to the Sierra heoae Company nor 
to the African Institution ; but, in great purt atle^t; 
to' the Act of which he himself was the author, and 
the provisions of which he was disposed to enforce 
with 30 much rigour. 

The Colony, however, appears to have afterwards 
recovered from this' temporary depression. 

On the subject of the trade of the Colony, the 
Directors refer to the Report of the year. 



31. Mr.ThorpecaIlsontheDirectors(p. I5)toshew 

any one instance of civilization they have effected, 
or, even attempted ; and he affirms (pp. 34, Si), 
that they have performed no part of what they pro* 
mised to the public. That more has not be«i done in 
the great work of African civilization, is a subject of 
at least as deep regret to the Directors as to Mr. 
Thorpe. But while they have been prevented hf 

*A&. Thorpe adduces the diiaSicction of tbe Settlen under U^ 
Compuif'i OoTemment, ss an argument against the Company. 
B&t if tbe mere &ot of diraffectioD proved any thing, would not 
his own adminbtration stand coademned ? Tbe goverbed, faow^ 
ever, and not tbe governors, may be tbe persons to be bkused; 
Tbe disafiection of the Settlers under tbe Company sai ^9 
effiECt chiefiy of the licentiownesi and inasbwdiiuitioB caused 
bjr the wnkncM of th^ goTcnuBwt* 
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drcumttttiiees from effecting^ thoogb ^ey have afi^ 
tempted, much in tbe ^ay of direct instruction, they 
fltill tefer with coniidence to their past {)roeeediogs^ 
m ao answer to Mn ThcMrpe's calL AikI if the great 
bar to African: ci\rUizatibn be, as he himself hai 
admitted, the sWe trade, then they flatter them^^ 
selves that they have not only attempted, hut effect td 
much for Africa* 

r Mr. Thorpe seetns to linagine, ifi defiance bf ihti 
coficnrrent testimony of history, that th^ gronth of 
eivilizati(» is somethibg which should be visible iit 
twenty-one months ; for this Was the entire period 
to which his personal observations extended. On 
the ground of this brief ^xperiencei during a time 
also when many of the Colonists had' been induced^ 
by an Act which he himsdfhad framed, to abandon 
tibieir farms and quit the Colony^ he takes it upon 
him to affirm, in opposition to the testimony df 
almost every other individual who has known Sierra 
Leone» that nothing has been effected, nor even 
aUemptedy in civilization, either by the Sierra L^one 
Company, or the African Institution, or the servants 
pf hb .Majesty. The Directors, however, are as* 
sured by persons of the first respectability^ who xe* 
aided in the Colony for a number of yeal*s, that 
the statements of Mr. Thorpe in tbii» respect also 
are happily unfounded $ that the progress of civiliza- 
tion, though slow, has been sure and tinremittingly 
pisf^ressive^ not only among the settlers^ but the 
aurroiiQidiiig natives ; and that it would be impossi^ 
ble for fuiy mail who was converiMmt with the state 
of Sierra Leone in 1793 and 17£>3| not to be struck « 
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vwitb tl^ v^i7 great wd naibfia MiyffQ T i i Mi i l.whidi 

l4a» ta^ |;10CQ dwing tbe kat twenty yeagrs^ 

W[r. Tborpt^ bow«ycit, could Wdly haxe btea 
^gfV>nmt, ttiftt n addiBon ta wy atl«iQ{^ wladi haw 
Veen Diwk by the Afrkan InadUition in iho w«k of 
direct H)^Ufti«i^-^[ttempta necesBariLTt UoiikdT •• 
Wv) be«s ^resd^t o^a«^d» b^r tbe ibndanmtal ruia 
which prevented the employment (rf,.Mis3ionKioi^ 
%i;^ 1^ the Utw ^te. itS ita AnKda^— laqcb has. been 
M^E^pted, «itd «ieD .eftnted itx tbta way b^ sthoe 
$Qcie)tie% ^ pwUiQulfiiily bic the Chwdi Miasisiiar]* 
Society f^r Miwwna to . Afrka ai^ tiu East, (H . 
^)h* S(?cietyi the v«ry. p*w>na fi^Ma Mr. Tb«rpa 
mqst .veh0R)c)«tlj) «|itM^ ftSi unfriendly ta tbe iato« 
r^t» of Africak wnelyv ^ lata cfaakmao of tfas 
^^a■3^I,.p<^e.<?fimpaBt:fe. Mj-. H-.'^boniioo, Mr.WilH 
IkecfofG^, and Mi:; Uaoaolaiy^ i» iqipcwv «*R* 
among tlie foiipders ;: mA frotni its. iiutitutioa J« 
ISOO, tbey, hjAv* a]«p besn amoa^ it» oieel sCra*. 
oupi^s ^itppcv'tieF^ a^ well aa vstaw^maat^er^: .bs* 
«ides wbooH twelv4 AQk^teneiit and gentlatnn lu* 
9iaaagf;rs.,alilw q(- botfl uutitatttna. Tbes&penms, 
a&. wel^ as, the. Pi^i^tMiQiiSi pnona^y, . haw aU along 
knp^ft ^a^^^«94i!jC^rK; Hten.na^uii^ .ef|enia.lfaBk 
dejpprtn^t Off ii^HatiPife wbicb Mc^ Tbofpealfagot 
tabaye be«n vx iaA«% iMg1^d»£ Aadi i* wit hn 
e^tt^f^p^, tiG4 tiie Hestiag tq l&am, that tbs^QmKb 
HissitODATjl Sp«i«^ hm no& only bean, eiigaged. fin) 
th^ IasJ) ten jwes ^e]i|emtiDgtheJ>btasingi«£€tvaii 
t^ edpcaticw .^'QunbsiB. of.Airkm yiau^ !b\» 
tbatit.bA8'iipdevtaJii«»,^cfaH^of fismhi; sckwli 
feir tb& wj^lK of; the^tinith: of tbe m^x*. pcpih* 
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btm «t Sierra Leone wbo laate bten rescu^ fram 
Ib6 coodemaed riave «bi{», nnd hsii acttuaUy dent 
d«t teadierd of both sex^ with that view *• As tkm 
Income pf thin Socift^> in the last year^ was atout 
la^fiOOl.^ and in the pr«6eiit> about 16,0002., the 
Directors have no doubt t^at the i^peCfationd it has 
nused on diis subject will be fully al>swered. 
. Bat this i$ by tio oa^ans all that is actually going 
forward M the il^ay of imtnictidn at Sierrfa. L^onei 
It is thie^ that diiring a great t>rt^Q^tion of thid 
twentyn^aa mo&lhs that Mr. Tbort^o resided at Smrrt^ 
Leone, tto v<(4untary ^Kile of tnany of the settletS) 
eauded by bia Own Act| had l^sdned tbetiulirt)er 
both of tb6 tea^herft atid sohDlan^ and mdteriUiy 
TtMfksred with th(3 progreiB of inatrootioh i oikl 
thi$ e&^tf afijet his inakiMr, he attribiites td the 
Afticaft Xitdtitutkuk But tfad Dir^ictorar have iio# 
l^efote thtm A letter from one of the ^dioolmattdr^^ 
4atoci i&WiOi Atatii^ that he had tiien iafider. fail 
<in!« about one hoodred bOys ; bdiiidaB whdeii, the Mkf* 
siooaiy Nyiaoder, ^d theed other t^dierb (skla 
end fetnate) oa the establisbmienty are stated to hat0 
bad«ad» frott thirty to fi% scbdan^i Theire w^r^^ 
bamltfe tbede^ imd email sthcmii sufypofted by thu 
9ettler$ tbemsdveGr. In tiie/fiiccdeding y^arv thi^ 
Ifethodiat :Mi8sioiiatie8''d{>atied a acbool 'Oii th4 
aie# EMtisb systeti^ for the purpose dhi^ of teadh^ 
mg, tiie eaj^uiM N«i|;roes. An eycMadtMia, gp^h^ 
k^of ihia eireaanidfeaiice, . observta t ^* Hmj of t^ii 
]Kior j^ple are very 8ii3tiiKi&^ itatrdctkki j; atsd H 
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vasVith no smalX pleasure I have seen the mettw 
dist chapel filled with them in the evening, ' dnd 
several of the young people among the settlers offi- 
ciaUDg as schoolmasters and mistresses, on the new 
system ; but alt this was done without any counte- 
nance from Mr. Thorpe, who, on the contrary, acted 
rather the part of a persecutor of these Missionaries.- 
The interruption given to education by the Mili- 
tia Act, has been already mentioned. Subsequently 
to the period of Mr. Thorpe's quitting the Colony, 
the state of the schools, frorh the best infimnation 
which tlie Directors have been able to obtain, and 
on which they entirely rely, wasas follow*: — aschoc^ 
under the superintendanee of  Mr. and Mrs. Buta- 
cber, Missionaries, contained about one hundred 
and forty captured ^Is, and about thirtjr cbilditn (^ 
&e Colonists. Two of the Methodist Missionaries, 
fided by another person, were engaged in keeprag a 
school of boys on the heis' plan. A Sunday-echobl 
was est&bjished in the building used -as a'charvh, 
under the managemwt of a Nova-Scotian' named 
Jordan, who is stated to have carried it «fi with 
real, and to have bad mone -scholars 'than be' «ould 
well 9ttend'tQ^ One of- tke- soldiers of the Jl&yal> 
Afric,aD corps, 1 of the name: of Sims, condoned a 
hoysVachoo^ at which 'the^Airicandnimmeni'fiiid 
soldiers, and the captured boys ivho were Jeohiiog 
trftdes, attended, to the numhec bf about. tUty. 
Tt^jnanis reported to pay great attentign to ^ 
gchool under his charge^ and to cka mudi. Justipe 'to. 
}iis pupils : fa^ h&d also some private icbdlarg, 
^sidfs ^e^ schools^ then was a private K^^X 
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for girU in the Colony, kept by a person of the 
natne of Duncan* 

The above sketch refers to the years 1B13 and 
1814. 

. Since that time^ however, an European school« 
master, smd two European schooioustresses, aiid 
three African youths, prepared by several years' in^ 
struction in this country to act as teaches on the 
new system, have becm sent out -to Sieira Leone 
by the Directors. Several* additional teachers have 
also been sent, and more are about to be sent, by 
the Church Missionary Society. 

' • • - X 

' 22. At p.60,Mr«Thorp^ tauntinglyasks, whytfae Insti* 
tution ^^ did notutiremittingly labour to have the slave 
trade pronou|:iced a violation of the law of nature and 
nations by .the European Powers assembled in Con* 
gress?" — And did it not do so? By whom, then, was 
the public Attention awakened aod kept aUve to tt^s 
subject ? At whose lustaance were the Addresses in 
bolh Houses of Parliament in favour of the univer- 
sal abolition of the slave trade moved? By whom 
was the example* first sel^ of calling meetings to 
petition the legislature on that pointy and the whole 
nation iinveked^to come forward as one maa, in be^ 
half i of injured AMea ? By whom was the unavoid* 
aUe Expense attending this: univetnsal call on the 
national feeling, chiefly borne? >To these ques* 
tiond the only reply which can be made, is tl^o 
Afridtn Institulioa ? i > v 
u.If'Mr.Thoipe is.^orantof its exertions' in this 
caa8e,.ODif, knowing tfaeu, he nevertheless wishes to 
<|)sqrpdittbeip with such persons as he may hope ta 
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tnftucaee fa«f (be boldpesa of fab untrue iosiBualioiM; 
his statements can have do effect on hU Mttjflsty't 
Ministers, who well know with what pereevenng im- 
portunity the wishes of the Institution have tmo 
vtgad on this point. Even in the last yeir, duHog 
which ^ DirecCora rejoice in oontemphitii^ tin 
fHOgress that has been mode in this gre«t catiw, 
tfirougb the exertiois of those Ministers, there baa 
been a constast eommunicatioa of suggutiotw and 
Htformatioo, (w tlie part eitber of the Board, or of 
some of iha Directors under its saactian, both to the 
Duke of Wellington and to Lord Castlerea^ for tfas 
purpose of supplying those distinguished characters 
-with the mtUeriaU on which to found their xe^reMX' 
tfttions.— -Mr, Tborpe hopes that Lord Castlereagh 
" will cease to coomiunictte fmMtij wiA these 
I^lferers of his popularity." Xx>fd Gastleteaj^ is 
wall entitled to the &aaks of bis country, and of the 
world, for bis able, pcraevnin^ aad succseslialefibrti 
at.tbe Congress in this cause ; but Lord Castlerm^ 
himself will not scrBide<to adooit 4iat these tffbrtf 
ha/re beenin^noasRall degree assistnd l»y cotnaiuii* 
oi^on» lec^v^friopi loeaibers off this Board. 

iftS-Mr.Tborpe'siCondttdingcbBrgeis'thasrapreiasds 
— >" I boF« aa i*nt«iibff ewdenste&ui ; not evtafor 
BuSdfiQt ctffrettiiw. All! coulddo privatdrr i him 
di>9e,,biA iniy «)ierti4ii» were vaiiJ*. I wrote to you 
firom Africft*, I spoke tci jo* here; MnAHsu per* 
suaded you to call me btfore a €^mimiU<t'^ At 
j^rican- Institution^ mkich I J^md t* br saade up 
qfsektt/ri^itditf tfm jKrftt^ and^itjim t m uU er a i* ^ 
. edtmd<4miifbl9,^biittmi<imelb I AqKoled nolbingr 
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and yMi nob dbqppointed -They goosUkxwd it iMald 
bor ^QgtiitGws to impeacfa the mftna^mette^ curtail 
tbfe peykmiage^ of coDtrmct tdie neorcantile interest, of 
«ii dd diicctiog servaoit and friends 

*^ You tben inportnoed iM, unlft I pT6in»ed ta 
nBBke:«fitisa nennlas oa your iUfpmts, wiiidi I as-^ 
Mored you were ^ debme and faJieuiioiis from be-^ 
^DBH^ to end«^ i complkd with your request, andf 
spitisfittd y0u I said noth^g tbM I would not write; 
OS that I would^ write notiikig i could not proi^; 
ipr I cocdudgd my introduetion thus : ' I only re* 
quests in return for tiie trotttile I have taken, that if 
1 hasoe said or iiiritten^ any thing on which a doubt 
can hangy that I may be catted on for further proof, 
and it shatl be imaaediately grren/ Yet in private 
it! MNia whiq»red there was^ no proof of what I had' 
said. Of- written though i offered it, and though 1 
oBusad: tpi be teougl^t before you three of the oldest/ 
moot iBteiligent, moat respeetaUe, and most inde- 
peoBdenK gsntlenen yoa yourselves ever sent to tiic 
Colony ; for Mr. Hamilton^ MV; Vanneek, and Mr. 
Niisol were afi senFanta to the Sierra Leone Com- 
pan?^ anct afterwards hdk( eonsiderable officer under 
the Crownv Bat every things beneficial to Sierra? 
Leooi^ 'jSiraa^ or Ba^andv toaupport' your own 
pfofe(Miim« or pramaies^to' expose the de&lcation of 
fwidB) 4»p the a^ramfiaementf ef individuals, was ta 
be prohibited : every sacrifice^ was to be made tor 
oalKte^iknent; aoinquky tobe aastifoted; no attention 
paid tiNuiy re^Hresentation ; lest* exposure shon^td^ tetcr 
tbe' iR&ue- fipom under the Ten^Ie of Promise, and^ 
tlie^fipme e#the'Very<e&ferr perish iir tiie ruths«^ 



Kow the lact is, that Mr. Thorpe bad made ill-' 
most all the charges cODtaioed in bis pamphlet, coO^ 
siderahly more tbaa a year ago, viz. in Deceraber 
1813, although be now complains of having no. time ' 
for condensation or .correction. He admits, bow- 
ever that a Committee of the African Institution was 
appointed to inquire into these charges, but be endea- 
vours to discredit its labours. The Committee con- 
sisted of Mr. Brougham, Chairman ; Lord Calthorp ; 
Mr. Allen; Mr. Babington ; Mr. Ctarluon ; Mr. 
Forster ; Mr. G. Harrison ; Mr. Thomas Harrison ; 
Mr, Macauiay ; Mr. Stephen ; Mr. H. Thornton ; Mr. 
Whishaw ; and Mr.Wilbeiforce. They sat for about 
twenty-two day8,and from four to hve hours each day, 
and prosecuted the inquiry with tlie utmost diligence 
and attention. They examined Mr. Thorpe tumself.. 
They examined also Messrs. Hamilton, Vanneck, 
and Nicol, the three gentlemen of whom be speaks as- 
highly respectable aiid intelligent ; and the result was 
the felsification of the charges of Mr. Thorpe, and- 
a report in unison with that which is now made. 

Mr. Thorpe intimates in his pamphlet the proba-. 
bility of his being, suddenly ordered back to Afirica, 
as the reason for its appearing at the very critical 
moment, for tl>e gen^ interests of the Abolitioo- 
questioB, in which be thought proper to publish it. 
This intimation is evidently intended as an answer by 
anticipation to the charge to which he bad ex- 
posed himself of being indifferent, or even hostile to 
the cause of Africa. He knew, however, at the time 
of the publication, that his return to Sierra Leone had 
been couutermanded by Government ; atid be al»» 
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knew, Ifaat ^fiegociattions were ^ictuaHy pending wUii 
foreign Gavernn^ents on ^the subject of tlie slave 
trade, ttb which his pampblert was calculated, in pro 
povtion to the credit it jaai^t receive, to ^ve an un* 
favourable turn. It was /fortunately, however, too 
late, by .two or three weeks, to produce any effect 
on the .measures of .Congress. Its deliberations qn 
that sutgect had happily closed before Mr .Tjhorpe's 
pamphlet could reach iViiehna ; and recent events 
have deprived it of all power to retard the progress 
of Abolition in f*rance. 



It now only remains to observe, -that in addition to 
the numerous and unfounded charges ^hic^ have 
been already refuted as affecting the Sierra Leone 
Company and the African Institution, two most ^re- 
spectable members of each thaye ib^en selected as 
particular objects of Mr. Thdrpe^s . animadversions. 

The charges brought against Mn Wilberforce are 
too vague to be met, and too weak, as^well asgi'ound- 
less, to require a serious refutation*. 

Tbere.is.ohly.one observation. uponthe sentiments 

 Mr'. Thorpe, for instance, asserts, at p. 49, thift I^r. Cla^k- 
son '« was certainly engaged in this great cause twenty years 
before he enlisted Mr. Wilberforce under his banners ;" when 
it is known, to eyery one acquainted with the rise and progress 
yfit^ie AfroU|i9n-'9^"se, that ^r, Cla^k^on. ^^^ii» fcisihotiouraWe 
career, in it, ^ by the pu^icatioi^ of ap Essay op, the Slav^r^auA 
Coipmerce. of the human Species, in 1785, and that Mr. Wilber- 
force, after much previ9us preparation, introduced the'siibject 
to the notice of the Legislature, in an. admirable apeeeb, in the 
Session of 1787-17a8. 
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ascribed to this genliem«n which •can be -at alI\yorthy 
of notice. Mr. Thorpe quotes a paes^e from the 
" Letter to Rrince Talleyrand j" and; 'with his usual 
boldness of misrepresentation, gives it as an avowal* 
that " it is not slavery, but the slave trade, that Mr. 
Wilberforce dislikes." This interpretatian is put 
upon a passage in which that gentleman 'labours 4o 
clear up the mistake, &till>prevalent on the Continenti 
of confounding the Abolition ofthe dlavetrade, with 
the immediate emancipation of the Slaves in the 
Colonies. Mr. Wilberforce, in common with all the 
most distinguished advocates of the Abolition, is 
anxious to shew, that a mere cessation of the impor- 
tation of Slaves cannot occasion those dangers ithich 
might justly be apprehended from the sudden -eman- 
cipation of men, n)ost of whom must be d^titute 
of those habits which are'necessafy for rajabling them 
to act with propriety as freemen ; and from this ar- 
gument, Mr. Thorpe, with a remarkable disregard of 
CTindour, draws'tbe conclusion, 'that Mr. Wilberforce 
does not look on the continuance of -slavery 'as an 
evil deserving of any attention. 

It is well known, that the friends of AboliticHi are 
the less inclined to recommend any hasty or violent 
measures for emancipation, because they are con- 
vinced, that if new importations of Slaves be com' 
pletely and effectually prevented, this of itself must 
produce a material and progressive improvement in 
the condition 6f those already in the Colonies, so as 
to lead in time to their emancipation. Through a 
similar progress, the peasantry of our own country, 
and of the greater part of Europe, have risen froai 
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the condign of serfe to tfaat of fre6 labourer^ by 
means of a aumber of iodulgeiiices granted from time 
to tuxie by tte masters ttiemselves,..merely from a 
regard to their own interest Experience taught 
them that it was better policy to bribe their Slaves to 
be industrious, tten to attempt compulsion ; and from 
this motive one privilege has been conferred after 
another, till io the end all that distinguished the con- 
dition of a slave has been tmnihilated* The same 
causes wiU produce the same effects jn the West 
Indies as in Europe ; and hqwever slow this progress 
fuaybe supposed to be, history demons tratesjhat it 
is sure and invariable, — ioTj along with the advance- 
«nent of civilization, domestic slavery has disappear- 
ed in every country where it has not been kept alive, 
either by the practice of enslaving prisoners taken in 
war, or by the importation of Slaves from countries 
where that practice subsists. 

These views have been so often explained to the 
public that no man of common information, and of 
a decent regard to truth, could have represented a 
line of conduct founded upon them as implying 
indifference to the continuance of negro slavery. 
•But when we are told, in addition to this, that the 
-conduct of Mr. Wilberforce has been uniformly 
^iirected by a base and niercenary project fi)r raising 
^tropical produce in Aitica by means of Slaves, (and 
that in a settlement where by law no man can be 
detained in a state of slavery,) one cannot but feel 
(he highest astonishment at the effrontery of the 
libeller. 

With respect to Mr. Macaulay, the* charges 
iagainst him being mostly of a persona} nature^ and 
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tracts of tetters written by liimincon- 
hich cannot be understood withoot a 
?ir conteict, he bad hiniadf usdertaken 
>f those calumnieB *j for which reason 
lot noticed here. — There are, however, 
i'hich seem rathbr to fall within tbfe 
ias Report. The assertion that he 
valuable advantages, l)oth from the 
Company and from the Institution, by 
)ver their leaders j such as nearly a 
le trade, great freight for liis ships, and 
Toul of every thing attached to the 
1 as the arrangemtnt of the offices and 
'ill them, though easy to be refuted in 
actory manner, the Directors think it 
) do more than to meet with a direct 
i denial. 

of receiving a stim of 1 07/. is founded 
ig circumstances : — 
neneemeot of the African Institutioq, 
, whose extenlsive acquaintance witii 
interests of the country in question^ 
n to many of the p&rties then asso'- 
qnested to do them the favour of act- 
K>rc Searetary. Having kindly under- 
&, and executed it most ably and zea- 
yeara, he solicite'd to be released from 
ch daily became more inconvenient ; 
mt instances of the Directors, reluc- 

ter to hia Royal Highnesg tlie Duke of GIou- 
of tfie African Institution, from Zachary Mao 
ried for Hatcbud, 100, Piccadilly, and Rich- 
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tatitly c<mse(it€d to bold it for yet H short time, 
when, at the next anniversary of the Society, the pie- 
sent respectable Secretary having generously consent* 
ed to relieve him^ Mr. Macaulay's resignation was ac- 
cepted. Such, however, ivas the opinion of a geaieval 
meetmg^ more than usually n^nneroujs, tliat a mere vote 
of thanks, in the most respectful terms, was deemed 
wholly insufficient to express th^ir obligation ; and, in 
Opposition to his repeated remonstrances, he was re- 
quested to accept a piece of plate, of 100 guineas 
value, as an inadequate testimony of tbdr gratitude 
for the highly valuable services which he had gra-^ 
tuitously rendered to the Institution for five years. Of 
these particulars, known to almost every member of 
the association, and published to the. worlds Mn 
Thorpe could scarcely 'have been ignorant at the 
very moment when, in an address to the public, he de* 
liberately chose to stigmatize the transaction as ^' pro- 
fuse " and "eleemosinary." " Eleemosinary," it is 
supposed, because Mr. Macaulay had uniformly and 
strenuously refused every thing like remuneration, 
even in the shape of compliment; — and " profuse,'* 
because that compliment which was at last forced 
upon him, did not cost one-eighth of what he had 
actually saved to the Society by the service he had 
performed. Can Mr. Thorpe deny one word of 
this statement? If not, will he, as a judge, decide 
what epithets are due to the author of such a mis- 
representation ? 

The fiict Inspecting the premium paid to Mr. 
Macaulay, on the importation ci rice^ was precisely 
as follows :-^ 
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A ResolutiGi> had been made by the Directors, in 
the year ] 808, that a premium of a piece of plat^ of 
the value of 50 guuieas, or the same sum in money, 
 j should be given to the person who should ^rst im- 

port into this couotry the largest quantity, not less 
than 10 tons of white rice, tlie produce of the Wes- 
tern Coast of Africa, in a clean marketable state. 
The object was obviously to encourage the cultiva- 
tion of that article for sale. In 1813, the commercial 
house of Messrs. Macauiay & Co. claimed the pre- 
mium for having imported not terty but nearly 100 
tons of such rice. They preferred and received the 
honorary reward ; but Mr. Thorpe has omitted to 
inform the public, that the premium was no sooner 
awarded, than the whole amount of it was immedi- 
ately paid in by Messrs. Macauiay & Co, as a Dona, 
tion to the funds of the Institution. 

The Directors feel, that they should be deficient 
in justice to a most able, meritorious, and indefa- 
tigable member of the Institution, and friend to the 
common cause in which they are engaged, if they 
were not, to express, in the most positive terms, the 
indignant sense which they entertain of the virulent, 
though fruitless, endeavours which have been made 
to sully his high and well-earned reputation, and to 
diminish the usefulness of bis exertions for the inte-^ 
rests of humanity. 



The Directors have now completed their laborious 
comment on a publication which they thinic they 
have shewn to be entitled to little respect, frotn any 
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intrioaic merit, and on which nathing hut the judi- 
cial character of the author could have bestowed 
sufficient in^portance to have called for any reply.—- 
They therefore regret, that a circumstance mere- 
ly adventitious should have created an opinion in 
some respectable friends, of the expediency of en>- 
tering into such length of detail as must appear te- 
dious to all who are not deeply interested in the sub- 
ject But, in the conclusion, they console themselves 
with the confident persuasion, that this exposition of 
the series of .proceedings respecting Africa will not 
only set the question at rest with almost all those 
persons whose opinion is worthy of regard, but -will 
have the. farther good consequence of increasing the 
public attention to their great and interestiag cause, 
and of enabling them to prosecute their course with 
more vigour and effect. 

, To some they may seem to. have spent. too much 
time in a gratuijtous and unnecessary defence of the 
Sienr^ Leone Company ; but the allegations against 
that respectable and disinterested body, are so ming- 
led and confounded, probably on purpose, with the 
attack on the African Institution, and on some gentle- 
men who have belonged to both, that it .\vas not only 
difficult to separate then?, but neither cquld the pi- 
rectors wish, merely for- the sake of shortening their 
own tasky to. permit so many calumnies to^pass un- 
noticed. 

For any severity of expression towaitli^ iMr, 
Thorpe, should his accusations or his proofs appear 

tooifrivolous to provoke ijt, the justification may^ft4r'y 
be found in th^ flippant malignity of thq ^<fcu^r ;-r 
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Tlie Directors of the African Institution remain, 
therefore, the ooly objects ; who, not having ever 
raceived, or even solicited, either powers or aids from 
the legislature, are not,, in the usual course of affairs, 
acQountable to it. By their own constituents, the 
Subscribers who elect them, they are at all times lia- 
ble to be questioned, and have ever cheerfully afford^;- 
iqd to them every information. "^ 

- And to these Directors Mr. Thorpe having made 
c6m|)raints, a Committee of Inquiry was instituted, 
whose proceedings have been already mentioned ; and 
the result not answering his purposes any better than 
the Reports of the House of Commons, his judgment 
and his temper have led him to denounce the mem- 
bers of that Committee as partial or incapable. But 
does this afford the least presumption that they de^ 
' serve the imputation ? 

To conclude : the Directors of the African Insti- 
tution really do not acknowledge any responsibility 
to Mr. Thorpe, They are not aware tliat he has 
acquired a right of demanding a scrutiny into their 
concerns, merely by having had the effrontery to 
launch against them a virulent and slanderouis invec- 
tive, which Jhey have thought fit to repel }' nor are 
they disposed to give him a consequence, to which 
1^0 other drcumstance ' entitles hkn, by taking the 
slightest notice of any thing which he niay in future 
think it for his amusement or his interest tp utter to 
j?b? world, 
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A- 

«BK£ItAL VIEW OF THE EXPliNDITURB O* tHB SIERB^i 

LEONE COMPANY. 

1« Estimate ^f the Compan^s Expenditure during the fint 
three Years of the Colony ; namely, from January 1792» to 
December 1794*. 

In Provisions granted by the Company to the 

Nova-Scotians> about ....; Xi.20,000 

In providing Shipping, for the temporary Ac- 
commodation of the Colonists, and other 
shipping Expenses, about ••.. 30,000 

In Buildings, about «...••. 25^000 . Q 

In laying out Lands, and in Cnltivation, afx>ut 6,000 • 

Value of the Goods consumed in the Company's^ ^ 

Store Ship, which was accidentally burnt t^ 
about • ^ 44.0 1^,000 6 

Salaries of Servants, Expense of Passage, &c. 12,500 . d 

Expense of Home Establishment, Act of Incor- 
poration, &c., about ••• •••••..•• •• 4,000 

£.111,500 



« 



This atilount is exclusive of the loss cttUsed by thcf destine!- 
tion of the Colony by the French, estimated at upwards of 
50,000A 

* When Freetown was captured by the f^rench, towarcfs tiie close of 
1704/ all the dolonial books of account were consunitid' iii the general 
conflagration of the Company's bolldings^ It was not possffolef, there* 
fore, to do more than to fotm an estimate of the previoas expense, as 
nearly as the data which the Directors possessed enabled then to da. 

t Th« value of thi^ship it includad in tha saaand itira« 
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Broi^bt forwird ••,li.39,69S 10 9 

Expense of Medical Department, exclnsive of 

Sakries ..-.-m 1,5W 18 O 

fixpense attending Cultivation, Preanums to 

Settlers, &C.9 exclusive of Salaries^* •«•••• .o %W7 Mil 

SaLpense attending the Erection of Fortifiea- 
tions, and other Public Buildings; Ord- 
nance, and Ordnance Stores; fhe Payment 
of A Military Force formed of the Settlers, 
for Colonial Defence : the Charges of the 
War widi the Natives, &c. &e 67,7419 3 11 

Contingent Expenses, including Honse-rent, 
Stationary, Expense of Police and Courts of 
Justice, Presents to Native Chiefs, and a Va- 
riety of Miscellaneous Expenses, not redu- 
cible to any distinct Head I8,28i It 4 

Salaries to Servants in En^and •« 5,009 



•^•^mmmmm^mmmmm^m^ 



i..l29,0&l 11 11 

The above abstract is exclusive of commercial losses, par* 
licttlariylroin capture by the enemy, which were consider- 
able, and commeicid salaries. 

' Of the above amount, there was received jfrom Government 
96,6191. 8ff. 



B. 

Extract on the subject of the journey to 
teemboo of messrs. watt and wintkrbottom, 
from the appendix to the account of mr» park's 
last mission to africa. 

With reference to the internal geography of Africa, the 
writer may take this opportunity of observing, that next to the 
4lkfrican Association, to whom we are indebted for almost all 



142 

|be Kutbcnttc infoniutioii nhich we possess upon this subject, 
considerable praise is due to the SieriK Leooe Company, under 
irliose auspices, diiriag the time they were in possession of that 
Colony, several importsntjoumies into the interior were Jn^ 
diciously undertaken, and successfully executed. Among 
these nay be mentioned, an expeditjon, in 1704, by Mr. Watt 
Ad Mr. Winterboltom, being a land journey of near five 
bnadred miles, in going and returning by different routes- to 
Lal^ and Teemboo : both of them considerable towns,' and 
the latter the capital of the Foulah country. Tombuctoo ap' 
peared, from the inquiries made by the travellers, to be well 
known at both those places, and the communicatian with that 
city from Laby, though it was spoken of a> a journey of fdur 
mooDS, was represented to be opeo, and they were farnished 
with many particulan of the route. Shortly afterwards,- in 
consequence perhaps of this information, a project wal fomied 
at Sierra Leone, of sending.out a Mission to Tombuctoo ; but 
Mr. Watt, who was to have undertaken the journey, died, and 
Ibe invasion of the Colony by the French in September I7B4, 
together with the destruction wbich followed, seems to have 
put a stop to expeditions of this nature. 

The Editor has been favoured by Mr. Hacaulay, late 
Secretary of the Sierra Leooe Company, and formerly Gover- 
nor of the Colony, wjth a sight of the Journals of the expe- 
dition to Teemboo, as well as of some other MiatJons from 
Sierra Leone, of inferior importance. They do great credit to 
the writers, (especially the Journal to Teemboo), and contain 
many valuable and interesting particulars, several of which 
have been given to Ifae public in the Reports of the Sierra 
Leone Company, and in Or. Winterbottom's judicious account 
of the native Africans in the neighbourhood of that Colony. 
Ittit there is still room for a compilation or selection from 
these journals, wbich, if well executed, would be an instruc- 
tive and interesting publisation. — LoMt Journal 0/ Jffr, 
Mungo Park, App. p. cviii. 
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B*XTRACT OF A LfiTTSR TROM THE CHAIRMAN. A^IS* 
< COU-RT OF DIRECTORS OF THE SIERRA LEONE €0U^' 
PA NY, TO GOVERNOR THOMPSON, DATED 20th OCT; 
1808, 

W« have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
27 th July, which treats exclusively of the violation of the prin- 
ciples of our Institution by our chief servants abroad, and 
ipore especially by our late Governor, Mr. Ludlam, through the 
<^ountenance which he gave to the introduction of the system of 
Indented servants, in the case of certain Slaves taken in the. 
month of March last, by Captain Parker, io ships supposed to 
be AoQ^rican ; for each of which Slaves* Mr. Ludlam permitted 
those who reiceived them to give twenty dollars to the captors. 

We have iu the first place to observe, that the transaction 
in question took place subsequently to the transfer of the Co- 
lony to the Crown, and therefore under the authority not of 
the Sierra Leone Company, but of the King's Government, and 
without our privity or instructions. Indeed, the previous 
tr;3ui8fer of the .Colony had deprived the Company of all right 
to controul the conduct of those who were appointed to go- 
vern it. We cannot, therefore, help expressing our surprize, 
that you should consider us a party implicated in the trans- 
action which is the object of your animadversion, and still 
more, that you should begin your letter by representing the 
Company as having, through that very transaction, " by means 
qf their agents, turned slave-traders th^emselves.'* 

The intelligence contained in your letter, that slavery has 
always exbted in the Colony of Sierra Leone, is certainly new 
to us. We are bound, however, to question the accurac}' of 
information so contrary to the tenor of that "which we have 
been accustomed to receive, and implymg sp uniform aq indis^ 
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iwution in our GoTcmors (o execute the laws provided for 
tUs Tery otycct, uqIch we receive more deciiive proof of ita 
trMh Ihaa is implied by your dispatch. 

Tliia ii; m foct, all thai we are called upon to Bay in reply 
t» your letter, the general subject of which it is for bis Ma- 
jesty's Ministers to discuss. We think it righ^ however, to 
toKtrk, that we &el Ghe-ferce vf many of yoar objections to 
At^neiplc of antbuiEtng indeRlcdaecvants; but it 19 obvious 
that they are is no degree applicable to our proceedings, how- 
ever they may apply to the Legislature, and to the members of 
bis Majesty's Privy Council, who bave smctioned that prin- 
eiple, and in conformily to wbose intentions Hr.'Ludlam 
appears to have acted, in the disposal of the Africans taken - 
by Capt. Pailier. 

Had these Africans been regularly condemned as prize, we 
COBcdve that Mr. Ludlam would not only have been autho- 
rised, biit required, to enlist them into his^Ml^esty's service, 
or to bind them apprentices agreeably to the provisions of the 
Abolition Act, and of the Order in Council founded upon it. 
Whether the principle adopted in that Act and in the Order 
in Council be riglit, is another questioa. In the present case, 
indeed, the Slaves had not been condemned. This, doubtless, 
forma a material consideration in discussing the legatiti/ of 
the transaction. Nevertheless, it appears to us perfectly utr- 
justlocensnra' Mr. Ludlam as the restorer of the slave trade, 
merely because he api^ied the general directions of the Abo* 
HttMi Act to a difficult and nnforesecA case, respectmg which 
he bad received no instructions. The words of the Act of 
Parliament are these : " Provided always that it shall be law- 
ful for his Majesty, his heirs, and successtn^ aud such officers' 
civil and military as shall by any general or special order of 
tbe King in Council be from time to lime appointed and em- 
powered to receive, protect, and provide for such natives of 
Africa as shall be so condemned either to enter and enlist the 
same, or any of Ifaem, iaio his Majesty's land or sea-serrice, 
as soldiers, seamen, or marines, or to bind the same, or any 
of them, whether of full age or not, as apprentices, for any 
term not exceeding fourteen years, to such person or persons, 
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in snob place or places, and upon such terms and conditionSy 
and subject to sucb regulations as to bis Majesty sliall seem 
meet, and as sball by any general or special Order of bis Ma* 
Jesty in Council, be in tbat beblllr directed and appointed, and 
any indenture of apprenticeship duly made and executed by 
wj pieraoii Qs^Knaona t» be finr thai pusp^sar uppotoltadf, bjr 
^tus tPrh <kdair in QoMwil, foi aoj Itm n^ /eafandftng (ounaeo 
years» sball.beaflfci sMio i»r»i.awl:fAirt «• if At pMfy 
thereby bound as an apprentice had himself or herself, when 
mt fan age, «|KMi goiwi eeMndesatiib, iH|iy enecute^i tfae same, 
and ewwy svek^MliHrrofAiriea who sballbe §4 eliihM> «^ 
entered as aforesaid, into and of his Matty's' lind^ oastti 
IbrcM, aa a s4lldiaK^ stawpn^ or mariiie^ afaall! \m> totmiaum^ 
ttealtd, aad dealt wilh in ail respeots aa if he faaii v^inmfMkf 
so enlisted or eiieMd<lHflU|Blfi" 

We certainly Ihiok that Ma. liSMiaiii was to Mama m al- 
lowing twenty doHavs- ta- be paid bf > the paasoni taking the 
iUrieanS, to the penans who captured thani and aw eoptcufed 
this opinion on oMr ivst • hea^iyg' •€ the tmnsaatiMH ' Wh^ 
difficulties, however, wfiiehp must have embairvaMe^ Mrv Liid- 
,lsm ml the momeni, in deciding on a case ^M^kf was whdiy 
unprecedented, e cft U M i ly entitle his oowlliot' to tile- miSBl in-^ 
dulgent consideipatimi; ncnr can we agree th«irtft»traiMaet}on 
ought to^ be^ confounded' with that 41^ a suli df Slaves* 'ile 
sum thus paid i^ the wa; of 4>ptmiuiti^ o# a f> pmrt i ao i iiip » 
ought, as we ooneeive^ undktf the new «iasun«itelieiesf wllieh jj 

have arisen, to^ be «eooiwl-ed liPma the eaptops^, sbnI i^stored 
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io the Colonists who paid it^ and in- anyoase^ it > seeate hard « j ^ 

that they shouht lose it, and be also dspiyved o# tie MMiiiie# ;| j 

of their appreMices* TkeGolonists^aisitd' msdei* the^ autto- ;; ] 

rity and guarantee of the «9ti'stiig Gof«iM#, asid; hi^ » eifee !; \ 

which must have seemed* to then to be within hiii pifovinafe; [; f 

and we fear that some dissalisilMtiott mayame Ik theiv tnkHt^' %'-. 

as well as some preyadice be done to the geMra^ <Fhaf4<^e^ *of f | 

the Aierra^Leone CKovemuMnt, i^ (the pm)hinatl(»itt MihtitMng '' 

the whole transaeison sMt Mmajn a«tfecs^a)MHiM by' an^ thH 

tioMition cf an InlentioD to. titibe measur^a fkk* i estothig W tfrtni - 

tie fuat in q uas tloab • 
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OKNEBAL'TIEW OF THR RECBirTS AHD V^PSNOITITBIT 
- OF THB AFRICAN IHOTITUTION, FBOM THB MONTH OF- 
MARCR, 1807, TO THS 31st DBCSMBKR, 1814. 

Tke wbote B«r«q>ti have tuMUBlcd, as is ilatcd m 
rii« Report, t» MML The wboki expenditBie lia» I>mb 
86871. 6*. 3rf. vi«:-^ . 1 1 
CoUectoc's CotdmiMien on^eSubscriptiMs...... L. 328 18 O 

SaLinei of Clerks 660 0- 

Porterage, Postage, Carriage of Reports, hiring 
Ko«nM' f^ Meetiag*. R«ni of Office, Fumi- 
|are, Biiok*^ it»4 Mftp^ and various ioetd^n- . ... I 

: tidExpenMs ...i f.* 1314 *1  

Advettisementa id , the . Newspapexi, and ioserr 
. tKMU. coataiHiug Inforniatioa relative to the • 

Slave .Trade. &c , 237 18 

P^ ting' :R« ports of the Institution, SumiBari^s, 
Tracts, and Addresses, Paper* for Distribu- 

.rionioNavy, SuinmOnaes> &c. &c 1126 7 7 

TrtUulatioM 'Of TmQtH into Foreign. LapguaigeSi . 
and pii&ting. and ciictdating the savetalio 
^ atdiac of Woiks adapted to the West: 

ladicb Sic. ..„ ..,..„...^„.. 660 r « 

Eipen^Q atkudiiig Captain Paul Cuffte's JmHUey . 
to I>oadaa-t'4e*cvi«g.a Free Maa ofColoni 
fton^ SJaver]f> ,aad SMiding Native A&icaas 

bafifc to tbeir own Country „ 203 6 & 

EdiMHtion of Africaa Youths for Schoolnusters, 
tbair^MuBteiiaaae and Passage-Monay ; Salary 
- ofTeacbersand tb«rOut£t^School-books,&e. 738 '.4 19 
Espeoie of procunog and trauuqittwg vaiaons 
Seed* and Plants and Blachincry to Siern. -, t.. ' i, " 
Lkxic. » ......„.»» .4WU 1 
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Kxpeme of Law Proceedings instituted against 

Persons eagii^'iB the SlaVe.Trade 768 !2 10 

Expense of -a Piece of Plate, Premiunsy&c.;...,. 265 2 

Expense att^fidtng tlie Petitions p^sented to Par- '^ * 

' liament oo^e Skive Trad^ m 1814 ..:... 1885 .0 

JL.8ddT & 3 

^ • ' '. "" *' '■ " ' . '^ ' 

- .....•'*' 

• « - » • fv 

Cobny ^f Sierra. L^ne, Se^ 1, 191%. - 

His Exoelleney Charles WiHiam' Maxtvell/ Go^mor in Oiief 
of Sierri Leone, Goree, and" Senegal/ Ac. isc, Ifee. 

• • ' Br. t0 Jat^es )Bigg$, - --'' ^ 

For Diplomatic Services rendered to- his Majesty for' the 
Purpose of carrying Into Effect the 51st' Geo» III. c. 2^. 
enacted for the Abditian of the Slare Trade: 

 '.* . k it .* 

' ^ :f • . . , I • . , . ► f '•.••• 

March, 18^^^ 

To writing fpur Letter* to Mr. WjUkM Skekoa^ ttt 

persuade lijni to looin^ from the Soosoo County . 

to the Cpl^^y^of i^ierra l^oiie, to renoiinoe tbe 
^ Slave Tr^d^^.. and to -ibeeonie an.EviAoice for . 

the Crowtt «gau|iti.the> Slave Tiradera of the Bio . 

Pongas •••#*#*«*«*«,«^»««/^*^/««**<i***«*i»«M«*«*#«M»«*«B»*-. 
To writing iwo l^iitt^ to^Benjiiaun Cvurtk^for the . v . . 

w' same jMirpos9...^M«*M..^«*«*«*M»o»**M**«»M««»^««M«« / 
To writing to Mr* Samuel Perry» for the same 

' '^^UrpOSCtvrMtfA^ufVtfvAvtMlkCAAi^cicta^AMAaaacAaar.tactftff^nt* ' .<. 

'^^iFj9^\Wllitii|^g oi^-l^tter^ .for the .si^e. p^^ 

'-; . Mr» Stilef 4 £^ Ligbttimroa •! M^<^f m««« •«<k«ii* •«« • »t9» •. / « 

Jo^ writiog OQC; Letter m.. the, Rex^i, Mtiadiixai; . , 

r» iarOc4er to,prevaU on^jm to ccM^pjeirf^^ ; ., ^- 
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* 

; 10 tki VJelTB . H JHt Sfeh^Uwiy GoyeriMr Max*^ 
wdl, in the Sttppi;ef«if« of .tli« Stev^ 1Mie»*M«« 

To writing one Letter le tke fteir. ,Mri« Wesfck 

^ &rt^e same purpose •••••««»»««*.»»u«k»*i»»*«i*«i«*»» , 

To writing oneXetter to Wm« Salter Sanders Bfff» 

.. Gon^naiKler of his Miuei<y''f Coloqial Sekooaafr 

, Princess Charlotte, advising his Conduct towards 
the Inhahifiints of the Rio Pongas \ 

To writing mie Letter to Mrs. Hind, persuading 
her to give Information relative to British Subjects 
whom she might know to continue in the Slave 
Trade 

To wTiting a Letter of Instruction to Wm. Salter 
Sanders* Esq. respecting Safno's Writing-desks 
at the Isles de Los and the Rio Pongas •••• 

To Wiritiiig bw^ Lettelr to Mr. Malcoim brodie, to 
|i>ev4il op him* to became a Cinwn Buideaoe 
agaioft the SlaveTradets «•*».«»«*• •••..«»M*t%4.«M« . 

To writing one Letter to jl. ,W« .CiNini«gbam« for 
the same puipo|f...Vt^*»Wf»««.*«vM««^«M*t«...M*»H 

To writ|iqg to Mn John Holmao, for the same pur* 
pose «•••«•••• ••«•«• »iM*«*»«****tf*«««**i»«*^# ••#*«*« •'«»^i>««« *■ 

To eommuiiieatingy in person, his Excellency 
Governor Maxwell's Message to King Mun^ 
Katty, aail cahte Chli* ^ the 8o(»lo6 Natfolbvi 

To explwniiig to t^ ab«^ IChi^fs^ and^ril Ae Blav% 
Traders iil^lhia A4#lt0iiga»y tke IMHtAt Ac»4X 
Parliament l-elatf«4i t^ the Sfelf^ Thule.%av,.»;««» 

To eifectnaity peiPsaading dii of the- M^f9t$e^ 
Traders to eome^to theColoay-ef-^ieffffaLeoBevi 
to renouMH 1li%«^M)M»e tVad#v «^ ^6tj^fMt a» 
Evidence 4te 4he Crown of Grei^ Bnfeai»^%%»^r«^» 



V. K. 



ik. « 



N. B* In the exeefi^on of the wboleof the«bove«rdfieill»llMy« 
which lasted thitteeklVlays, 4H»ia finite liHt, Mr. BS^ WiScM- 
stantly exposed to ^ violence- anfd sllMlfgaiit of tkt aiitit«ft of 
the Soosoo dMMtfy^ «nc«^Mgdl b^ sdM ^ tfelft WifM» M^. 
Biggs had to tHil^ Hy Ma Idid ktfd 16 toMttfttfth %iia MM6» 
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ttUk Wttft diff««iit Md «ftHKll«fy daOgmMH) iff ill III sUM «f 
kenlth, «fid «i dt^ftdlhl «limi«, ftft. Itggt ooiuplitely ifti»ii)tM| 
the poit^« of fiM Gdvettior, Mi4 bioagltc •» «i^ttvfetioft th% 
^ ttAhtr 6f Hie iRlSMt Trad^i'' wfiO) wItlitMtt «hM« «lftfll<iM| 
ttittst iii4»viliiM;ir ht^ ^itaittd wM imptiDlty, imd thti gMtt 
detriment would have been done to his Miyesty's beoe^ohMt 
itttMnioM loit«fdi tlie «iiila^td inhabitanttf of AMo»» 



E 
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t«tltA<;t MOM fHlc HfcM^t bt tAit eoMMlTtteH d> 

There k oiie ^ery il»]N>itant part of the fi«ti«ty't phmt 
w Whioh jMkt QMMidttmtbtg |Mirt»ulioB 40 dweHi It ik the - 
«itiiUiahflwit^ tf Ohristito las^atton, nlulcr the )»rote#i^ 
lioii cf Bnli6h antherity, in ihe most lavodnibla *titti#M ^ 
liMhmg the ligbt of thidi Anonir tkt heathen. In theaa Insti* 
t^bioB% il i» pvoipoaed Unf provtshm elhdl he lAadh Ibr tvahMUg 
-np the native jimih in the hnewM§e iii igrienkaie nnd the 
flilapk«rti^ Md ih qnaUf^ini^sclineof Aem to iMmne teaobera 
of their counlr^^tneivand othen^ tf ft aMl pleaa^ GM» ptenehela 
«f the 6il»p4L Tbcie faHttthtkuit fHU ier^e in pointt ef <tip« 
§f09t to the evertiom 4f tlM Btkiiely iit tbcir feapectm ittuuct«rtc 
thiy ahjf be rendered the aajrinms of te widowa and orphan*; 
isd.they ifHtt hoeoMe» in viariooa w9Pf% t, wmnck v£ heocfieeni 
jaioeneeover the MHtotHKUBg-tiibcl. finch aaiaititution it 
nhost to he eatablithed within the Coiooy of J Maia Jbeeal^ 
aRM^oriHyhM^teeid^ IbitfaetllMiditoon tbnf eoiis^ in whieh 
ttafl ^#» haad^ed native>ciHyiettiffeeeiiFoObibtili»4aiinioi^ 
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t\tm.: TbtM MtlkUtenU »e lubject to the caprice of the tar 
tivea, But the. Inititulioa in queatioawill be ttvatt under the 
pfotection of the Coltmial GoveniiiKnt of Sietra Leone. U» 
Majntf'a Hiuiaben have on this, a* od evei^ pther eocasion, 
masUeated the ataost readioess to awit the desic^ of the So- 
ciety, and to extend the msml and icUgioai iaiwacc of lhi( 
mtry. 

It ia pro|M>fed to receive into this ^Hititation the multir 
tudei of African children who are liberated ftma smugglinf 
■lave TCHeU. Any benevolent person who givet fife pounds 
pet annum may have the honour to support and educate oue 
such child, and may affix to the child any name he pleases. 
The Committee are happy to report, that they have received 
nearly one hundred such names, and that the sum of about 
five hundred pounds is annually paid lo the Society's fund for 
thisolyecL 

TbtK has been of late a great accession to the Coktny, of 
AftkaiM of different tribes and languages, of whose moral and 
xe)ig)Qtts state no prc^r care has yet been taken. Of these, 
about 1000 are supposed to be children., A very laudable 
regard has been paid to education in the Colony, and esertioat 
•veaoW'OwiEing in this aeapeet; but the rapid increase of the 
- «un)t»crof IbeaedeMitHtecfaiMKB, t^ IheKberatioiiiof tbaa 
Awn slave smngglen, and' the large increase whidiNMy yctrbe 
«]|Meted from ibn sanM sonrOet denaBdBSMfl<enMi|fltic4uid 
systematic efforts toicscae Uwna from ipionnee,' a*d tettaia 
^eat up in the knowledge of ChrisfiuKty, aw^ ofisuoh «emy« 
tions as may benefit thoBselvesia&d'tbeireotiDtTyv ' .j .'. 

) On whom does this office of Chriatiu charity ao aaAnn^ 
^votvci as on the Church Missioaaiy Society? "' 
-' :The efforts of the Society in Aftica aso' wholly dntcotod *• 
^weivilizii^.nndevangeliaiagof tb«natives^ AgtaaMtaMr- 
iMreilhae ■natives, and i^-wiow tongnea, an 'fanniglH tag^ 
4er in Siena Leone fhn in any nther place wM^q- tbe nank 
of the Society.andmaybeiiMnKtedtbfM withnocwsecnrity 
dna elsewhere. <:•::>.. 

I ■• As the Society's, ertablishawM* Mkcrcase in Aftini Sievm 
tMM wiU hecoBK' aaoie neceauy ^aa  TpntL-Mi-viffmllk, 



Idl 

An aqrlmn* wiU be m^mrtd for them, wbkk nay. ht prc{Mifc9 
ia the Colooy with much gieator advmtage than in En^mi. ': 
Children received under the Society's care in the Coloiiyi 
and vbroxight lup in vChcistian priiicqfiles; woold ' add rapidly to 
tlM moral inflptenfoe of the Colony on the natives ; and wduld 
^^coonie;, under.the Divine bktsiiig^ the means of extensivctj 
diffusing eivilisation and Christiaaily. They should all i«cehrc 
%, good Efli^h. edncatioB4 Some of Ihem should, at a soitable 
age, he apprei^eed among the respectable Colonists to uscfal 
tlPlMleSy.<or placed in senrice : others should be brotight up, 
viljiio .the precincts ofthe.lnslitatidi^ in a thorough knowledge 
^ the gardeniog • Wild agricolture adapted to their country.: 
^hile the most • serious and promising youths should receive 
such .ferthef education as may pnepare them foe being sent into 
Ihe interior iia schoolmasters, catechists, and ministers. Such 
as afe likely to settle in the interior should be well instructed 
i« the respective languages, by natives employed for that pur^ 
jpHise. They might here receive,, under proper teacbem^ such 
MMtoictim^ tn Arabic as might render them successful oppo» 
nents of the Mahometans, and might place them as an eSee^ 
tnal barrier to the inroads which they have long made on the 
natives. ' Eviery thing is to be conducted, with a view to render 
tiMtm^ under the Divine blessing, the best friends and entiigk« 
tellers of their coimtry. 

: A grant of land having been made to the Society by the 
4*irfon&l Government, and the Soeietyimving requested m lai^« 
additiim tor this ^nt, the way is pfi?pared for an estabUshmenC 
adapted to carry* these plans into execution. There a SchooJ^ 
iMMmr. sbooki he erected on the national phin for 1^0 or 
IMO cbiMten^> with a' dbtureh or chapel for public worship^ 
jndmiitaUe accommodations for the children, for a master 
^pd mistiess, amisskmary and his family; and ultimately^ 
pfovisimi shottkt be made for decayed missionaries, and .wi*. 
dows or orphans of missionaries, all in a plain and substantiai 
style. On the Society's land, such of the liberated as are in- 
dustrious and of good character, and willing to conform to Ihe 
legttlatioiis of the Establishment, should be encouraged to, 
ftttl^; allotments of land be made to them for cultivation^ 
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fet t^il> osm mf ]M)f tj anA atsisteiiM sMnld be giv«» lo thM 
in MMtiiig luiiftbie kaUtatioiis^ en a pkn ptei^loiiaty deter* 
laiiifld. 

Tie Christian iNSTiTUTiOF-^v Sibrba Lbqitb e#MN 
UUtt/ «flM/ ntpjmied by the JMItcli ditreA Mimienmy 9^ 
riefyfj^t the mdnHmame ani^timatmn pf J^riem^ CkiiUrm, 
mmd for tke dijghuhan of CJMsUamiii^ imd m^U kri$wiei^if 
mn0itg tke Nktivee, wedld be mi boneor te fivitoiiiaad te tb^ 
Ckriaiae iiaaie> and a» itiea|eaiaye ||leuiag>t» AfMem 

Yoor Committee Tojoice to add, tbnt ib^ prepedlil baa beea 
l||d before' ^f MsijeslyV Miaiiters, :iirho Ini^ Tefj^4}bei>aity 
repdeaed tbe utmoijt lifsiMaiiae ta tbis kapoflMrt dea^ii^ an^ 
wiU filaoft aH tbe Ubeiated Cbttdaeii midtr tbe Iiistitmtfoii's eaw* 

Your Qamidittee liave fii|tb€|r tostate, tbaH tbe fimyev o# 
a Memorial pMaeoted b^ Ibem to Qtwetameai^ o» tbe erec^iett 
of a €bureb at Siena Leoue, and tbe*. awignnenlatioB of tbe 
6bii(plaiii'a saburyy ^ecoaqyanied by amoiher Memoni^ en 4be»e 
iMibJectB^ firoin tb^t ^ ealoaa ^ad unweavied frieii^ of Aftuttk^ 
biq fixeellency Qovernor Maxw^l, ba& beeo «io»ti^feadily 
.^raaled. 't ' 
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In anetber ]Kkvt ef Ibe same RepDvt it is stated, ** Heaafjr 
SOOiebildren are now< mdiiilaiii«d and ediMiited in tbe daffeveat 
Settlements of tbe Society. At Bashia, Mr. Rebser and Mr« 
WXbeltn ace erecting a Cbaircb; dqd Mr. Weozel ib building 
as^er at Cmiaff^^ At Yongtaa^ Mr. Nybinder is entaagiaf 
bis scbool, and pvoaeedi|i$ vtgQrottaiy in tbe preparatioa oi 
eiementary books, to teacb tbe Ballpras tbeir owb toofiie. 
Tbe Gespel of St^ MatUiew will soob be fiirwarded to tbe So- 
c^t^ to. be pna^ted. it wSI be tbe ficat boc4 of tbe "Wovd of 
€k>d ivbicb bas ever appeared in tiie native hiaguagee el ibia 
Of^iA. At Qmnhie^ (tbe new settl^nieBt ol tbe Societyl^ Mk 
and Mm. Kifom a«e eatabliifaed witb Ibe pvoaped of 4 laygi 
athoel.^ 
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copy Of A LEtTSB FJIOM M». THQEPP Tp OQVERNOH 
MAXWELL, pATJE© A]Ua. 10, 181?. 

My dear Sir, 

The letter you traosmitted yesterday has induced this 
•wliidi I ibave long contemplated ; but first let me assure you 
that I never did, nor never inteaded to apply for leave of ab- 
.&ence. I stated in representing the situation of the Vice-Ad- 
imiralty Court, that no benefit could arise to me, as it was not 
lurobable 1 could remain here longer than six months, and I 
.mentioned to yon diat | had done so. Surely alter renudning 
•three years and a half, before I came out, and afler the noise 
it made, it would be absurd to apply for leave of absence after 
remaining only six months at my station. IJlness, or the pub* 
lie service, arc the iboly things ihat could incfuce me to move; 
«ad the call bf.either I should obey without waiting for leave 
'Jto. depart. Now I can assune you, on my solemn word, that I 
^.Vier.did intend leaving you, until we h^d agreed and settled 
-j&viery tjiing that could probably effect an abolition, and then, 
•by going to the JEountain bead, lend labour to carry it into eze«- 
•jCMtion. J neyer had an idea of going ho^ full of schemes, and 
^cJivering thein as my own. I o/ever intended to appear more 
Iham W iM^f^l instnument by which j/cm liad n^ade much exer- 
jy.(9U. Whfp Cominoijiore Irby and Captain Scobe}l applied 
^Q s^e on the subjocit of returiung to England, I told them I 
.w^^ldnot j^ve you while I could be mpre beneficial here 
^h^^i^ ^ EiUglaiid; I oeritsufily have written to Mrs. Thorpe, that 
J. ooncei^red /ey.ery thing done that I could effect here ; that I 
jAouigbt f, could do rnuQ^ in Eugland, and tfaecefore .she might 
foop ax,pecit me home : but you know :thiat when the frigates 
4l|re f^oi^g9 the bad weather wiU probably be over here; th^^ore, 
if tjb^ Ablftigbty abould spaoe my U£e fqr a iew moalbs, ha majir 
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|)rei«ve my health till April, and a^er that 1 ata convinced 
you would not advise my continuing here on any account. It 
only now remains, my dear Sir, for you to determine, how it 
would be moat beneliciat to the cause we are embarked in for 
tne to depart. You will reflect on the state you found thij 
Colony in, and the improvements you have made : I can add 
nothing after trying the Maroons.. Next consider largely bow 
extensively we have crippled the slave trade. We have closely 
bound up the Portuguese ; we have terrified the Americans, 
and put to flight Ibe Spaniards. 

My decision's are all known : anyone can follow them up. 
I cannot add to what I have done. But look to the great plan 
you have in view, and the short time you may be allowed for 
its execution. England has laboured to alxdi^h the slave trade. 
That trade has been the means of every condbrt the African 
Chiefs possess : we never can destroy it, until we provide some 
means by wbicfa they can otherwise preserve those comforts. 
That can only be done by presents and trade. E^land has 
wished to explore Africa, to civilize the country, and benefit 
by ber trade. That cannot be eftccted by individuals explor- 
ing, and trifling presents. We must make the Africans open 
the road, come to us, be gratified and enriched. This can only 
be done by placiiig confidence in powerful individuals on the 
coast; by depositing presents for the chiefs in the interior, 
^nd leaving articles for trading with them. England, by her 
anxiety to abolish the slave trade, has withdrawn capital, re- 
duced her flourishing shipa, and dimisished her nursery for 
seamen ; but by putting down commercial companies, and A- 
tending military forts along the coast, you re-establish all those 
advantages, you engage the whole trade, you have power to se* 
cure it, you set up for England a new and a most produclive 
.trade : her capital and her ships you set afloat again ; you aug^ 
ment her mariners beyood her conception, and you open sucK 
a means of recruiting her army as she never dreamt of. Yoit 
have already induced some Chiefs to place the inhabitants, not 
Black,' under your jurisdiction: continue this; it will be e^iisily 
accomplished: extend it' from pape de Verd to Cape N^o: 
two years will effect it ; yoa will then have extended the jurii- 
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diction and exterritorial right of Great Britain over a quarter 
of the world she^tn^ver expected. YoiT wiH exclude the r^l 
of the world froib the African trade ; s^nd you wiM exclude the 
Africans so completely from others, that they cannot choose 
but trade with ydu; Here there is aii extension of ^territory, 
an augmentation of trade, and an increase of Fand and sea 
forces sii0icietit to. maintain eve^ possession, 'withont sacrt^ 
ficing the lives of her European inhabitants. Now I have de- 
li«'ered to yon hastily a little of what my mind contains on tliis 
extcmsive subject. Pursue it: immottai fame rests on it: 
Africa will be civilized, freed,, and conciliated ; her popttlatToni 
#iH bless you; England' will be Enriched ; unforced mines 
unthought of explored, and the lives of thousands of hc^r beist 
people preserved. Honour, glory,' wealth, and blessings hang 
Submit it. Be assured it is within your re^ch ; it is'iiot a leap 
by wHieb. you can fall ; it is presented to your hand, only grasp 
it stfongly. Sully received lustre from being the iriend of the 
great Henry. To receive the same from you is all that l re^ 
quire* Every power of my mind shall be given to you : I will 
support you in every act : I will attend you in every step. 
Wherever* 1 shall go it shall be to forward those objects. 
Whenever I can promote them by my presence, I will retum, 
I will sacrifice domestic comfort, professional emolument, ellr 
inate, health, and perhaps Ufe. All I wisb you to consider 
now is, when it will be best to go to England.^ If I do not go 
till April* we lose a year .; if I get to Ministers by Ghristmas^ 
4)ur. plans ma^ be carried instat^tly^ Believe, rae, in truths I 
yrould rather go in April, on account of my health ; but th.e 
time may go by. , Consolidate your thoughts^ put. your mind 
ion paper, and see if it will not be better to lay them before 
(government instantly, t thinli I cpjuld carry every thing into 
eAe<pt, and return ^fter the next rains. It is a great cause ; it is 
^ great subject ; consider it. well, and I will be the instrument qf 
ijacryiiig; into effect what will be freedom to Africa, and prc^ 
^peritv to England. 

Ev^r yours, with the truest esteem, 

(Signed) > :.7 .Robbet Thobpe* 
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BXTR4]E:T Oil? A LtTTBR fROiH MR. THORFS io dOTERlf^oll 
fltAXW£tt^ l>ATft]> 21st OffiC. 1812. 

. I thinli^ my dear Sir^ the conviction of those two ftUows* 
^^.P^^jy^^f ^^11 be of very, great service; it will purify the 
testifoopy giveio in the Vice-Admiralty Court, and help: to ter- 
rify thQ$^ fellows from coming Xq the Court. 

, The ^rand Jury did not find the liiU against Samo f; . I hear, 
il appeared that Miller took those boys* ^way witboul SamoH 
kjnowledge^ but do not think it probable hie did io, without 
giving aiiy j^emuneration* ^owerrfef the truth inay be^ it iH best 

There is one convicted of larceny, aod.dne for an attjenlpt tet 
^arjy off 9k boy from Fpi-a. B^jr j ; bath those m^n, I fhinfa 
ijoould make Boldiers^ and Najsh Bally appears so. incorrigible^ 
tnat be cannot be su^red tp remtiiii : Ae is just^ffei /vf ii 
Mld\er" . f ' 



cbPY OF A LETTEk FROM MR. THORPE Tp GOVERlidl^ 
MAXWELL, DATED FEB. 23, 1812. 

My4i»arSir, 

Tiie tovtobtiEi ihhabltants of this plac^ liaving del ei-ihihed 
Huat I mtist gb to Lisbon i^ Mr. Becket's l^rig, \ tiasteh to assure 

J-Wi, that 1ft bad, bk" cbiiid 'deterfi&ine oh going, you shoqld be 
he iti-slt iidquaiht^d With it % bUt shortly alfter the receipt 'o\ 
Mr. l^eeFs letted t iitror^ed Lbr<t b&lbiirst \ti^ it woufd nbi 
De iki thy ^ower to reiiiaih after March. A't the same time, if, 
iitVer hearing whalt I had' to r^ate on the *subjec*i of the slave 
trade, khoutd my return be considered esseblial io carrying the 
abblition fc'to effect, i w6uld be ilt iuy jpos't ^y Ifre middle bt" 
Dec'ember. I ilsb promised vapl^iQ Scobell, \ih\. 1 should 
^k^ for \M return, and could not ieei justitie'd in disappoint- 
ing him. And now, my good sir, when you consider hoVf 

« Alluding io Dimiar and aii6tbii'. . 

t This appears to be a fresh indictment subsequent to his pardoo^ 

X A place within the local limits of the Colony. . 
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wonderfully the Almighty has preserved my life, and spared 
my health, with the weight that I have about my neck, you^ 
would consider me unjustifiahle in hazarding a third wet sea- 
son. Besides, when you consider all the present circumstances, 
there seems an interval of rest in the slave trade. Should it 
revive, I may be stronger to meet it. The difficulties and 
doubts that are now on my mind will be removed. I cannpt 
further aid the Colony or assist your administration. The 
laud'granting department is established ; the law, the rule of 
evidence, the practice, the costs, and forms in the Courts, all 
regulated as in England, as £ir as circumstances will admit. 
Every salutary act for the Colony seems to be passed ; qo one 
thing seems to require my remaining ; and unnecessarily to 
sacrifice my life to the climate would be insanity. My being 
in England, I should hope, would beneficially aid' the aboli- 
tion. 1 will try to make it advancement to the Colony ; and 
under present circumstances I am confident it may be made 
serviceable to yourself. Thus every thing appears favourable 
to my departure, every thing unfavourable to my remaining ; 
but the time or vessel is doubtful. Mr. Becket will be too 
soon, and I see no prospect but from Mr. Roach, who promises 
to be here in May. Should I live, that might answer for going to 
England ; but arriving so late might prevent my being able to 
return by Christmas, which might be desirable on account of 
the sessions. Now, on all these points, I beg your friendly ad« 
vice and assistance, as it will principally Ic^ iny determina^ 
^ipn.*-I am, 

My dear Sir, 

Most faithfully yours, 

(Signed) Robert Thokpe* 
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AN APPEAL, 



XHfi}' astonishing successes of the Allied Arms 
have placed Earope jn such a position, that those 
who formerly viewed negotiation with the enemy , 
and submission to his power, as the same tilings are 
prepared for a treaty of peace. It is most earnestly 
to be wished, that their expectations may not be 
disappointed; nor are the following observations 
submitted to the world, with the view of increasing 
the difficulties already in the way both of a 
successful prosecution and a . speedy termina* 
tion of the war. They are stated, in order tp 
avert the . evils which it is apprehended may re- 
sult from neglecting them, at a moment when 
the course of events has placed the - Allies in cir- 
cumstances uncertain of continuance, and unlikely 
to return. This, at least, is manifest, that whether 
the work of peace or of war.shall be their occupation, 
the stale of Poland cannot long be disregarded, and 
the friends of European independence, the well- 
v^ishers to the happy union, which now prevails in 
the allied councils, must anxiously desire to see the 
way paved betiines for a settlement of that mo- 



m. EveD if a treaty should, by a 
Bcipitate as the career of victory 
[it tm to expect it without alarm, be 
re these pages meet the public eye, 
e, that , it C9U give no lasting repose 
its provifiioos embrace not the sub- 
int rrflrrtiniw I shall lament such 
ies8 ; as a friend of prudent measures, 
locate of peace, I shall bittarlj 
oely a shetttbiDg* of the tword ; but 
, ei^oy the &ati»actuHi of having' lost 
iing ray coujilryown of th^r dang'tr ; 
wan shall speedUy g^w out of a 
gvfuried vitliout w«unti«ft -in. tlw 
', andfbuadtdi^tHt an mooofpnom.. 
pl« ajMk mJHStice, I skoU hav« th«' 
awre ef knowing, that iu tikcend* 
only be obtained through tb« maxiqas 
althovgh the headlong vesoUitioo 
1 by a name^ shall have pr«veiited 
im being heard. 

ng i]|>on the subject of these pag«9, 
» remove the objections which iqay* 
rehension, bo opposed to entertainipg 
t all ia the present state of things. 
dl> its extreme deUcacy. To men- 
imong the Allies, may, by ooww 
ught too offensive far the ordinary 
Kiety; and, if by suppressing: tia 
old also bury la oblivicn all thd. 
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tlread^il f ^i^ies i^IrcIi it k fiftecl t6 takie ta|i4^t« 
<mr cy^s; dr «veii, if these soenea belm^^ mrff 
td «tietfixie» tbut are pMt, and Imfl tio exi^etoee bdt 
hi history, there migfit be H^ihe mdueetne^t to |)rt^ 
'»e^€ a vei^y guarded silence. Unhappily, how^ret^, 
ttie halefid fitibjfect fences itiielf upon m ; if pcJaCe t* 
p!ir9ned> tlie Prassran with bdf Ihe AttiAnaTi Aate rf 
Poland, fortiiing the 'l^ehy of 'Wai^aw, mtijft \M 
di^Hised of; if tiie war is eontinaed,it may be df soth<^ 
impoftance to learn, how the seventeen diillions of 
Poles^ whom neither good nor evil Iteatment 'haS| 
fi^ a moment, weaned from tfaev romatltit attach- 
ment 'to their country^ or in the leaiit degree iA« 
ecnfpofscted with "their Toreign masters, may be 
gaiiied orer to that good cause, whidh the rommott 
afiemy of Ihtropean independeftce . had so neaifly 
rained !bir ^ver "by llieir tneans. 'Btit why, after tffl, ^ 
AbtM file subject be so pamliil to the Alliesf Nd 
one df ^miie ^reat FHnces ihemselres here any 
pat^ ill ihe 'first dismemberment of Poland. I^ha 
authors of that fatal ei^ent have long since left the 
#0!krH; and their sins have been heavily Visited 
ttpenifaeir nnoffending dhiVSten. ¥he final pail^tion 
Itoo, Was the work of statesmen now no more ; and, . 
if one illustrious personage survives who assented 
fo it. We should recollect, that he was, from his sltua- 
tibtiy'AecessaTHy passive, inheriting the half finished, 
tf erty fttnn his predecessor, and at the motneut fight« 
log on 'liis Other frontiers for existence. Whatever 
blarae 'may foe caitt upon tfa$ cottduct itf the par- 
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6 
iteres^ of theii* coiuitry and at 

I ik^ Poles^have taken with France, 
itaad in tke forasfir wan), is likely 
tt Fsaaou against our feeling, tbat 
fatei which might otb^wise be 
his is a topic not easily to be wed 
for, which of all the contioental 
ed against France, has not at one 
tatiiral contest, be«n found leagued 
truths Bghtiug under her banners ? 
ecal the time, nor is it very di»- 
Lifisian army iavaded ibn Austrian 
Vienna waa occu{>i«d 1^ 4he French 
itiU mwe recent period, when tlm 
istrian troops fornied part of the 
France into Russia ; it is not surety 
if blaming those powers, because 
t neces»ty, heith«r to be evaded • 

They will aiauredly be the first 
mere cin:^n^lstance tff having co- 
anee, is hot a sufficient answer to 
rged in behatf of the Poles. The 
mtry will, perhiaps> require another 
act. Happy in their insular situa- 
never been assailed by the awfid 
»hidii idle most sturdy hidepeDdeiicQ 
<tion, has, in its turn, for a. season 
bend. They may net, itt ence^ 
lardoa those compromises between 



^ticiple ani vmcemty, wfaieh the peculiar feUoity 
of their own cireamstances hag spared theift the 
necasioA of ever seriously considering. 

Let me t^n beseech them to reflect on the circutu^ 
stances in which Poland was placed. I will close the 
discussion instantly^ if they do not after a moment's 
|Mtuse acknowledge, that the Poles could not ho- 
nestly have acted otherwise than they did — ^tbat 
'they, the people of England, would in the same 
situation hare acted in the self-same Way. For^ 
let us only ask ourselves how we should bave done« 
had the case bee» our own. Suppose that the in- 
4mrabie folly of the government had alienated a 
considerable . portion of Hs subjeetsi and thrown 
tiiem for a moment of desperation upon the stifl 
more insane expedient of calling in foreign as^st- 
amce ; that availing himself of this pretext, out 
ancient enemy had poured his forces into a part of 
the emjnre, ikid establisbiug his power there, bad 
afterwards extended liis dominion over England 
itself; Let us fancy to ourselves this fair Iidand, 
which we }ove instinctively because it is our 
country, and rationally for the blessings we enjoy 
in it, seized by the lawless hands of Frenchmen 
and Italians, its venerable establishments despite- 
ftilly overthrt>wo, its countless riches piBaged, its 
citiaeus massacred or dragged away into foreign 
idavery, or condemned to the more unbearable 
siKdTaing of perpetual indignities neaf the homeis 
<of which they had been dispossessed. A few years of 
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ta^ of our forefathers — ^when suddenly an occasion 
presento itself of driving' the French away, and once 
more enjoying independence. Russia, which has 
always been our ally, which has helped us in our 
unsuccessful struggle, which has uniformly been 
hostile to our oppressors, is in open war with France, 
and has landed an immense army upon our coasts. 
Now this is the question — Bhall we acknowledge 
the French, because they are our rulers de facto ; 
shall we remain quietly subject to them ; shall we - 
take their part in the contest for our own liberation 
about to be fought on our own ground; shall we 
join them against the Russians who come professedly 
to destroy their dominion, and to set us free ? The 
Englishmain who blames the Poles for being de- 
ceived by France into a share in the late wars against 
Russia, must be prepared to maintain that he would 
himself in the cas'e now put join his French tyrant 
against the Russians. But the case becomes infi- 
nitely stronger for Poland, when we reflect that she 
was in facf overrun by an immense force before the 
option was even given her whether she would arm 
for her tyrants in possession, or for her conquerors 
in expectancy, pretending to be her avengers. If 
any one can affect a doubt about the judgment to^ 
be prpnounced on such conduct, or pharisaically in- 
sinuate that England would have carried  herself 
differently, the following reflexions ai*e certainly 
Dot addressed to him. I appeal to him who is not 
afraid to avow, that had he been a Pole he ^ould 



. I 



have grasped at any dbance, even the forlorn liop« 
of French protcf^on, to save hU sioktog cooBtrfi 
Poland, has iadecd been uDdeceiTed, but it i& nei- 
ther Jbefittiog the gAnenwity, nor the justice, nor 
&e wisdom of her aovereig^s, to Tisit her with 
sach a coQtiouance of calamity as must, even after 
the ^cperience of.French perfidy, expose her to be 
again misled in bev. hopes of redress. How much 
more does it become England, who can hare no in- 
terest except the fiitare ladependenoe and happiness 
of ber neighbotirsi, and who can feel no reBeatments 
(or the past, to exert her powerful intercession in ia.- 
▼our of a gallant people, second only to her own chil- 
dren in love of liberty, ee^al even to them in devoted 
eadiaaiastic tfttachmeqt to their native land — nay, 
let OS acknowledge it, superior to ounelves in pa- 
triotism, because far more heavy sacrifices have 
been demanded by iheir wth^ipy country, than it 
•ver entered into the mind of an Englisliman that 
patriotism coold require. 

Let it not, bowever, be thought that I am about 
to urge the claisw of P(dand upon the Allies, as » 
matter of compassion, or as founded oa the merits 
of its people. It was necessMry before entering np- 
Ml 1^ que^oh to remove a prejudice against them, 
which might have operated unjustly in die progress 
of the argument } but the question itself is one of 
strict justice and general expediency; it most be 
discussed like every other subject affecting the in-^ 
I of naiJoQs ; and 1 ask nothing in favour of 
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Polaady but what may be demanded for the sake 
of allihe rest of Europe, and wbat the Alliw moft 
^specially are boand to concede, if Uiey preaenre ia 
their fatore o^ratiops th^ same e&li^teaed rtgaid 
to right principles and true policy, tirhicb bdif bitherto 
borne thoir banners in triumph from the Yistala to 
the Shine. 

The who^ conduct of the war ha» proved that the 
po^wer s united against France profefii only one in* 
' tention, the restoration of European independence, 
by prescribing bounds U> the enemy» As far as an 
opportunity of proving the sincerity of their proles^ 
sions has hitherto been afforded, we have no right to 
call it in question. The time, however, is fast ap-t 
proacfaing, when it must, be brought to a severe bnt 
an infa)liUe test. The secret enemies of the coali-t 
tion ; the abettors of French oppression ; they who ^ 
have seen the progress of victory with a malignant 
eye — who could hardly dissemble their joy were a 
reverse unhappily to interrupt its course-- the evil-' 
disposed, of whatever description, tluroughout £u^ 
lope, are now awaiting in anxioos expectation the 
«wp»e»t wbea €very 4eclarati«i of |.rinciple pro- 
mulgated since the beginning cpf the contest, will 
be tried by a searching and unemng scrutiny^ 
Their suspense may last for some time ; the war 
/ may be prolonged, or the negotiations may proceed 
slowly i until the mutual offers of the parties- m^ 
hnown, until the ukimate result is disclosed, alV 
must continue to be taken upon trusts But the 
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ProviaceSy being giteit up to French dominaliion. 
Bat it is to the full as^gre^t an impeachment of the 
principles of. the iioahtion to expiM^t that they wiU: 
only h^ followed where there is little temptation, 
an4 scarcely any opportunity, to swerve from them. 
The sincerity of the Allies must, I fear, be tried by 
)st higher test. We shall be asked by the enemy 
and his well-wishers, how have they treated tiie. 
sov€tt*eigns whom force alone, drove into Buo- 
Qaparte's toils? To\ abandon Spain or partition 
Holland was next to .impossible. Bavaria had the 
o{^rtunity of joining them— but have they made 
tlie conduct of Denmark and of Sa!!&ony a pretext 
for seeking indemnities at their expences ? Have. 
they required pay ^t the end of a service in which 
we had imagined they were volunteers ? Does it, 
turn out after all that the liberation of the continent 
means in the Russian Dictionary a new slice, being 
the sixth, of Poland ? Does the balance of Europe ^ 
in good Swedislijisignify a weighing of Finland 
against Norway ; of pledges to Sweden against 
bargains with Russia ; of the affections of the peo« 
pie against the interest or convenience of the crown?: 
Is intermiQable war with French . usurpation, the r 
Prussian, for a war which is to end as soon as the ^ 
Saxon villages shall be garnished with spread 
eagles? These qu^ions, let us hope, will receive a 
satisfactory answer, in the result of the present ne- ^ 
gociationa; we may rest assured that they will be 
put by every honest and every thinking man in Eu- 
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It has. been justly said by a distinguiafaQd $tato$- 
man, that now our ears may .b# once mor« r^ivesked 
with the sound of the ^ Balance of Power*'* BefresbaA 
mdeed ! {t is like the music of a long* forgottea air^ 
awakening in the memory early and pleasing^ aeso^ 
ciations3 ^^r, the ontline of a form long believed tct 
be for ever lost* But that the scenes the»iiselve» 
should be renewed in their pristine reali^ ; ^hat the 
friend himself shc^uldbe foimd agaiui is thedeligbt^ 
fnl possibility which the success and the moderaiim* 
of the Allies has taught us Xq contempjiate. There 
wants no enchanter's art to effect this wonder : nod 
another battle needs be fought for it ; ene more vie- 
tiory over themselves is only wanting* The oonpas^ 
sion depends not on the enemy; it i» within tfaeic 
9wn grasp ; they alone caan do the deed^ and When* 
soever they wUt^et them restore the kingdom o^ 
Poland, and Europe, the World, Poland itself will 
bury the past in oblivion ! 

Whether the present contest is to be prolonged^ ' 
or to be closed by aa immediate trealy^ the AUiea 
can jQnly expect a continuance of success in war^ or 
their solid independence daring peade from a remr^ 
i^ence to the principles formerly held sacred among, 
the states of moderii Europe. These may be suin^^ 
med up in a single propositioUf that whatsoever 
power shall attack an unolfiendittg ^eighbout^ or in 
any manner of way aggrandise itself at faiiiexpettccy 
'shall meet with resistance to the aggression or ac^f^ 
sition in every other quarts* A sense of the imqm*; 



he 
to 

ler 



lie 



lal 
lly- 



ik, 

he 



17 

a ^llvi^r pQni;y. The puDisbment is not to be com* 
pared with the penny stolen, but with all the bene* 
fits resulting' from the security of property, which 
is gone if a farthing may be stolen with impui^^y. — 
Sp, it is much to be regretted that war is the only 
means which nations have of preventing aggression 
upon tiiieif rights ; but if all nations are aware that 
tlie invasjpn of an obscure creek or a barren acre will 
be assuredly resisted, the attempt to conquer pro- 
vinces and empires ^yill not rashly be made. Since 
the powers of Europe have given over fighting about 
such trifling matters, has wai*, I pray you, become 
less frequent, or Jess fierce ? Its results we know 
full well, have been the annihilation of dynasties, the 
trafiGic of kingdoms, the bandying about of millions 
of human beings like herds of cattle, the devasta- 
tion of all. established securities, whether of person 
or property, the universal empire of darkness, un^ 
certainty and change. These have been the stakes 
of the new game ; have the playei-s been less nu- 
merous, or less anxious for the sport, than when its 
event was harmless, and its cost inconsiderable? 
Who does not s,ee that the first step ^'^'^^ -^ reirain- 

inff our.ancientsecm'itv '- ' ^ . ": , _ ^„^^„ ^^^; 
^ ^ i^' lo restore by every possi- 

e means, ^^ sounder feelinjsrs of former times : to 
^^-wiaina statesmen and their subjects from the wild 
and lawless habits in which the political world has 
been unhappily living j and to establish once more as 
the corner stone of public morality, the sacred re- 
gard to national mdependence which arms every 

c 
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state against each Tiolatton of it, and disdains to 
Calculate the amount of the encroachment, before 
it prompts an effectual resistance. 

E«ery one must perceive ^at if the enemy were 
stript to-morrow of all his conquests since 1792, and 
reduced by treaty within his ancient limits, such an 
arrangement could of itself give do security against 
the recurrence of the same events that have already 
desolated Europe. Her only security most be found 
in the improvement naturally to be expected^from 
a lesson so costly to the learner, as that which she 
has been taught. And if it does produce the effect 
of restoring statesmen to their former tender — I 
had almost said irritable — ^feelings respecting change 
of territory among their neighbours, and aggre^ion 
of whatever kind npon national rights, a far less 
complete reduction of the French power will enable 
the rest of Europe to repose (certainly not to slum- 
ber) in, peace. 

The great relaxation of public principles, may be 
distinctly ai^cribed to the partition of Poland ; for 
artfio"""*' *^® seizure of Silesia was an aggression 
almos'tas violent, u r."" ""' ^<!q"«»c=d ■" H *« 
rest -of Europe, but prodacea" .:,°'° »'»*■'«"' ""<• 
sanguinary wars, in which all the greaiet ^ 
took a, part*. But, the deed done in 1772, was 



' f Tfae discoicrif of ft dttiga i|o£t>.le to Prussia was the Mnme- 
4iat^.cause of tbe wm.; but tccording to jr-ttnd principle, thi^ 
rlid not justify auch a transference of territory. 
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permitted to be quietly perpetrated, though it was 
avowed by the parties as an open yiolation of the 
comoaoQ law of nations, and carried through in the 
face of day. Yet this act left Poland^ a large, fer- 
tile, and populous kingdom ; two-thirds of its in- 
habitants, three-fourths of its territory, most of 
its great town$, remained to form an independent 
country. There was a change too of infinite im- 
portance, produced by the partition; it had not 
only impressed the Poles with a sense of the evils of 
their constitution, the hot-bed of faction, and* 
barren of every thing like vigorous and regular ad- 
ministration ; it had awakened them also to a per- 
ception of the. dangers of their intestine divisions^ 
and the utter ruin that must ensue from appeals ta^ 
foreign powers. The spirit jn^as not eictinguished. 
which had* leagued the Confederates of Barr~ 
against the Russian party, or arrayed almost all the 
people jagainst the courts or marshalled the grandees 
in an unholy warfare "with each other, while an 
ei^emy, in a friendly disguise, occupied the capital* 
But this spirit was wholly directed against the 
spoilers of the country, and guided not by blind, 
ineffectual violence, but by the wisdom which 
grows out of experience, and can make force effec-- 
tive. If the misgoverned Irish ^ad in a luckless hour 
opened the gates of the empire to France, and 
half the island were gone, who. can doubt that the 
remaining part would be defended by .men no longer 
divided, and guidefl by x»4/^]ri» in wtwpv bigoiry. 

C 2 .....-.> 
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gat^d .abuses only existing in the letter of the laws, 
and already undermined by custom, as the oppressive 
rights of lords over their vassals *• It introduced as 
liiuch of the limited^ mixed monarchy under which 
Bngland flourishes^ as the circumstances of the 
country would allow — ^for example, the inviolability 
of the monarch's person, the necessity of respon- 
sible advisers upon every occasion, and the separa- 
tion of the judicial power; and it laid the founda- 
tion of further assimilations by the beneficent and 
gentle operation of time, in the developement of the 
new principles implanted in the system. To isup- 
port this government and the national indepen- 
dence which was its primary object, the army was 
raised from twenty to one hundred thousand men^ 
by the unanimous voic^ pf the Diet, and with the 
}ou4 acclamations of 9. whole nation^ hitherto spli| 
into factions on every m^atter, the disciples of perpe- 
tual anarchy, and careless against vfboTn they 
fought, provided the peace was constantly broken. 
Contributions were poured in from all quarters 
with an alacrity that outstript the circulating powem 
of the currency; and when the specie had beei| 
exhausted, the more cumbrous wealth of the nobles 
was moved towards the national treasury, while 
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* The maxim that ettry man is free as soon as he touches the 
Polish territory f was adopted in terms by thbconsfitutioti* 
Seeait. IV. . 
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I qoestion if the tune be eren ^et enae, 
«ben the imserable ^atastn^he can be ade- 
quately deplored, that, paralyzed all those noUe 
efibrts, and blighted the fair prospect nnff^ded by 
ibem to the eyat of every friend of Uber^. BiA 
one part of the calamity, that which preflsed tiie 
most sorely upon the int^esto of the Enropean com- 
munity, will perfa^M never be more deeply felt than 
at the present hoar. I speak of die peculiar mo- 
ment chosen by the confederate courts. The new 
constitution was enveloped in a cloud of foreign 
soldiery — the patriots were scattered abroad—tiia 
mdimeDtjf of the national army were dissipated— 
the country was overwhelmed, parcelled oat, con- 
fiscated, jobbed, turned into mooey — blackened 
with garrifions, prisons, gibbets, cemeteries, and 
the desolate abodes of men who had perished for 
freedom — it« separate existence finally destroyed 
— its nauie blotted out from the map, and forbidden 
to be any more uttered, as if it had been guilty 
of all the crimes whereof it had been the scene 
and the victim — but why enumerate particolars ? 
do they not all' fall short of the deed itself? — the 
Partition of Poland was completed AFTER 
the French Revolution had awakened slumbering 
royalty ; bad taught the force of France to burst 
through its aacient bounds ; ^id had made natioual 
independence tremble in everj comer of Europe. 
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This is the fact upon which, at the present moment, 
it imports us well to me4itate. There is. no getting 
ovei* it* If Poland had been left as she was when 
those great changes began which the Allies are now 
occttpied in updoing, she would still have been, one 
of the greatest powers on the continent. She w^ 
seized when even the pretences of 1772 no longer 
existed — ^when she was a safe, orderly, and peace- 
able neighbour. But above all she was seized in 1793 
and 1794, at the very time when France was seizing 
Savoy, Belgium, and Holland. This is the matter 
which now i»resses itself i^on our attention. We 
are recurring to sound and ancient principles. We 
are treading back our steps ip order to get out pf the 
slough in which we have been since the French 
Beyolution, and to regain the eminence of a pure 
norality. We are endeavouring to undo as much 
as possible the recent changes of dominion^ an^ to 
place Ihe affairs of Europe on their former ground 
with all . the benefits of pa«t exp^riepce. Witti 
what pretension of consistency-^by what powers of 
lace, marvellous even in this unblushing age, cim we 
meet either the enemy or the Polander, if the only 
chimge on which we are obstinately silent is one t)f 
the most momentous and the least justifiable, and 
which our conscience tells os was effected in the 
very same month with the. conquest of the Nether^ 
lairds, admitted on eyerj^h^uad to be the fittest isub«> 
ject of refs^toration? 
, A i^r&iciow but Tery flimay heresy has been 



some foreign ]K>li- 
: princi|>le3 in other 
he more dang'erous. 
>n of Poland is now 
at while the lapse of 
brought into discus- 
ities estops the par- 
This doctrine isso- 
:o easily refuted by 
I adopt it, that one 
;ed from any thing 
ds the partitioning 
larethe enemy wiA 
m' flinging at us a 
irn for the' many 
e expose him. I 
pectable persons to 
iod at which Uiey 
immediately after 
\', not seven years 
test in extent, and 
that it was not the 
lis motley doctrine 
Qti-jacobin crimes, 
ces committed by 
>efore the date of 
irope the same en- 
nfloence over the 
Jay, and to it per-, 
ia of die enemy and 



25 

the temperate firmness of the allied, chiefs, we.owe 
the late succesiies, I hope their voice will be beard 
in the iiegotiatioQy and in the further prosacotion 
of the war,, should just terms be refused by France 
•^I am sure, they will spurn at the idea of consider- 
ing the French conquests in the Revolution war 
as sacred ; and yet nearly twice seven years have 
elapsed since a treaty . confirmed them ; so that 
both their doctrine of limitation and of estoppel by 
treaties, is much more applicable to these than to 
the last Polish partition, England too. and France, 
I should think, may be reckoned something in a qaes>- 
tion of this sort, and they never by any treaty re>- 
cognised dired^ly or indirectly the dismemberment. 
Yet England as well as the Allies themselves, by 
solemn treaties, recognised those French usurpa- 
tions and new states created in the Revolution war, 
wliich all good men now hope to see restored to 
their ancient possessors. Even the Spanish usurp- 
ation was recognised by all the Allies in suceessd<Hi, 
except England* 

But the Allies, I shall be told, look to the military 
possession which the war has given them of some 
countries, and to the restoration of the government 
in others, as Holland and Spain, by force of arms. 
Xs it to be contended, then, that had no counter-re- 
yolution taken place in Holland, they would not 
have been justified in using the influence derived 
from their menacing attitude on the Upper Rhine^ 
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treaties and recognitions, and venture to. hope that 
Tanisfaing* with them, it will give place to soundec 
and more consistent doclsrine. 

Some other reason, tbew, vmst he found out for 
Ihe AlHes by common consent avoiding the subject of 
Poland. First of all, why should England, the cham- 
pion of Spain, and Portugal, and Holland, all of wiiioh 
at one period opened their gates to France, abstain 
from €very expression of good will towards the 
Poles? It cannot surely be because Poland has 
no harbours where a little trade may be driven, no 
ships which may be taken into, safe custody, 2 no 
coast from whence Ireland may be invaded. — ^And 
* yet I own that the unbounded joy which broke out 
apop the counter-revolution in. Holland, did wear a 
very calculating appearance ; and the fears always 
entertained of Ferrol and the Tagus, with the plea»« 
ing dreams of South American speculation, .may tti 
an ill-natured observer seem to have made the politics 
of the Peninsula more , int^esting,, and our con* 
nexions with it peculiarly endearing. But then 
again> if such are our princif^s, our conduct to* 
wards North America seems a mercantile riddle; 
for the relinquishment of that impciense market, 
upon a supposed point of honour, is rathei* irrecon-^ 
eilable with the notion that we can cheerfully drain 
our resources to the dregs upon a commercial prin* 
<^iple> and refuse to say one word for a country not 
connected with us by the tender relationship of 
profit and loss. It is impossible such should be our 
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ever regard the powers of the Cdntment may have 
/or self-preservation. 

We are no longer to speak of right, of justice, 
of principles ; we are only to look to interest and' 
expediency. But is it not expedient to do' justice, and 
evince by acting upon principles, the sincerity of 
those professions which the people of Europe when 
appealed to, have so generously rallied around ?i 
The Cabinets of Trinces have amply recogpiised 
the value of public opinion, and it has done wonders 
in theii* behalf. Is there a maxim in the philosophy 
of history more undeniable, than that public con- 
fidence once lost, can never be regained? Is it to 
be believed that a peace in which principle shoilld 
be disregarded, could satisfy the just expectatioBS 
of the European community ? Can we doubt that 
the enthusiasm against Prance, excited by the ap- 
peals made to right and justice, and inflamed by the 
enemy's flagrant contempt of it — an enthusiasm 
perhaps most strongly kindled in the Austrian states 
where the scourge of concjuest has not been felt — 
would speedily be extinguished, and succeeded l^ a 
iatal relapse into the notion that all Courts are alike 
profligate, when the disclosure of the treaty dhottld* 
prove that the Allies had exacted indeed ample 
sacrifices from others, but made none themselveiSy 
and that their lavish professions had cost therta 

* 

nothing but the blood of their subjects, or a trca- 
sure squandered in purchasing the chances of rich 
reversions ?—-*If, indeed, war is no more td l^i^ 
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«« torriU.ry since *., period. Th, an«d,r 
which led to the partition is not the natural state 
of any coantry ; it had reached its utmost height, 
and could not by possibility have endured, as it has 
done, for above forty years, had not the s^st^»f 
pursued more or l&^s by all the three powers, kept it 
alive. The fair comparison to make is between 
Poland 343 it has been for more than half a 
century, and Poland^ as it would have, heea 
if her neighbours . never had. interfere, and air 
it wcHiId be immediately, were independence and 
the constitution of the dd of May restored. Lei 
us only reflect upon the sacrifices which they have 
made for an augmentation of their revenues aodf 
armies, t^rifling indeed when we deduct the men. and 
m^ney that Poland has cost to keep and to govern 
it ; an expence not likely to be materially dimin 
hished, while the Pblish people retain their diarac* 
ter, and the confedi^^tes have a foreign enemy to 
dread;  

> : Polaiid is allowed to be one of the most fertil^i 
countries w the Morld, with a population of betw€«ft 
sixteen, and seventeen millions of inhabitants^ vrba 
are characterized by strong natural abilities* The 
variety of the soil and minerals, mak^ it difficult 
to say what under better management it might 
not produce, and it enjoys the benefit of. several 
lar^e ii»vigable rivers. In spite of all its disadvan«( 
tagS^ it has long been celebrated (to pass 
Wssdr drticlei»; for abundance of gmin, and oi i 
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lr4gn^^Qt of 9ea |co«t$t« Sbip building, and the carry* 
ifig tradie are favourite objects in thi&kind of policy ; 
.find Poland presents endless facilities for both. The 
. ci'^ilizattoq; of the interior and distant parts of ^ the 
.Smpire, {$ believed to be best promoted by the 
'QomtQWCfa with the East; and the Polish market 
iu £ailtern commodoties, is almost wholly suppli^ed 
by Rassiaj 

Now to. describe the effects of the system pcirsaed 
in Poland upon its commei^iai resources- from the 
cii8toin4Mise bodes of Bantizick or Rigli^ would be 
a .vain ;mode erf reasootng, in which^ and jostljr, 
little 4;dnfideaee might be placed. Galculatixms 
^s^msrally are not worth mudt in political disboi^- 
Isioils^ abd leiustt af all^ should they be ri^oiied to^ 
when tieie nei^ary tendei^cy of the circ^imstances 
in question; is m .plain, that no details of their 
jeffeetsrconld eitiier illu^rsfte or disprove it. Who 
that looks to the ^ate in which the Poles have been 

r 

kept by their now go vernmants, would think of wait- 
ing for the pcrt-cetarna, before he iaferned that 
tlmb: nBikonnl prosperity has beeb stunted? Who 
wdold (belWvii^ those returns^ if they. led to the oppO^ 
sine wj^ilumik?. Itris far noore r^tion^l to kiok to- 
wards.. th0/icg«iditiQn of the peopW 
. The Isytttem (of tho (hrw G^^w^s has uniformly 
been tid Ibesit/thdii* polish >siibjedts as a conquered^ 
yet a foreign race ; as wh olly under their domi- 
nion, bntno^ their property i as persons in whose 
welfare they had no interest, although ncMpinaUy a 

D 
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superintending the execution t)f his beneficent de- 
Gf ^es J jt wo«ld not be possible for a concilijatory 
government; to exist \fhere each village yvan in-^ 
Jbah^;;ed. by Poles,, and governed by RusfJi^s. Exr 
.traordii^ry vigilance in 9hecking abusesr:ra vigi- 
J^ce scarcely to be expected from a govern^ep^t 
jiitqated at a distance, and distracted by the immensir 
4j of its empire — might pe|:ha^ somewhat mitigate 
tjie evil J but the vice is in the 3ystemj and resemr 
bles the grand flaw in our West Indian settlements. 
Inhere tlie be;st intentions of the .proprietor towjard^ 
Jbiis; n^gro^s, are fru3trated by; the; necessity: of en- 
trusting the execution of theip to agisnts of thi^ 
worst despription. ^ .. ; 

. Without denying^ then,^ that the gjoyerunienl^ 
of: the three^ i^ations^ have sought tq derive pro- 
fit from their X^glish dominion^^ by n^thods c^f 
managaiQjaiM; highly injurious, and increasing' th^ 
Jbherent evils of the case ; l^t us csM^t oar eye ^back 
to the irprnediate and very n^tuml fonsequen^ies of 

Ibe Paytilion. t r * 

'f he plai^ of cpi^cating the. lands 5>f all ,pprsoa^ 
who attenpqpt any tking . against the* sta(.e]^ and re- 
.warding; service Avitb tboi^e l^ndSf hajs been pecu- 
liarly fruitful of misery to the country. Each par- 
tition has been followed.. witb an enormous tranA- 
ference and destruction of property *. Every 
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* The details of this afBictiog subject aie ^u^ciently known 
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alike from his friendi^, his resources, and his proofs. 
His property in the mean time was all put in seques- 
tration, and an exact inventory taken atid transmitted 
to the Commission of Confiscations, which is opened 
as a matter of course .each time a Russian army en- 
ters Poland. If the Commission pleased, it might 
declare the property confiscated, together with all 
debts due to the owner, without wsiiting for the 
result pf his examination, which was indeed a mere 
form in ^Imost every case. Should any happy 
accident procure his acquittal before the decree 
of confiscation, he might return and look for his 
po^wsessions, but he in vain endeavoured to re- 
cognise <hem. They had been many months in 
the custody of persons (probably the informers or 
accusers) who had taken all that could be moved 
into safe-keeping, anditnprinted indelible marks of 
their residence upon all the rest. 

If a proprietor of an estate happened to be 
absent, the presumption was instantaneous that he 
must be with the e^emy, and confiscation followed 
of course. All those accidentally abroad were 
ruined in this manner, although they had for the 
most part gone in time of peace, with pas$l|^orts 
from the government on account of business, amuse- 
ment, or health. The maxim, *^ que les absens out, 
toujours tort,'* is not exclusively French. — ^By a still 
greater refinement, when a mortgaged estate has 
been confiscated, and the estates of the proprietor 
situated abroad at some future change of dominion 
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biow was aimed at every thingf like credte in 
domestic transactions, unparall^d in any other 
country. From time immemorial all the dealings 
of the Polish proprietory whether . in buying and 
selling, or kitting, or borrowing, have been trans^ 
acted by themselves, or their deputies at the great 
assemblages hdlden twice a year, and known by the 
name of the ^* CantrtMds" It is an usag« derived 
from the low state of commerce, and the martial 
habits of the people. At those seasons the money 
received is deposited with bankers of good credit 
who attend for the purpose, and undertake the 
custody and employment of it, paying interest j 
and as may easily be imagined, their interven*- 
tion saves the necessity of actoally carrying to 
the meeting all the money transferred.* de- 
vious to the Second Partition, there were six or 
seven great houses in this line, whose concerns 
extended all over the country. By far the first in . 
credit ^Snd wealth was that of Tepper, the nephew 
of Ferguson^ a Scotchman, the founder of it. By j 

various artifices, in which the usual baits of titles and 
orders were, with a nice discernment of the national 
character, joined to the promise of a large estate, he 
was induced by the agei^ts of the Allied Courts to take 
steps ruinons to his credit; and particularly to lend 
. their employers immense sums of money • The day of 
payment was before the Contracts in 1792*; but 
instead isf paying, the borrowing parties themselves 
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* As in the Sittttng h(nue in London. 
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ISliiropean domiDiom mighty upon an emergency, 
be cited with a similar view. But the mast crying 
of all the evils which the nnhappy Poles haye 
suffered, the exile from their country, m all 
her misery ever dear to the most wretched of 
them, has fallen npon every class alike. . The* 
ancient prelate of Cracow, one of the highest dig- 
nitaries in the Chnstian Chiirch, hurried away 
from his flock to lingfer out the remains of his 
venerable age in liie wilds of Asia^ was only 
su&red to revisit his See after he bad survived his 
reason. Above a hundred persons of eminence for 
rank, wealth^or public merit, have, in one season, been 
^wept off in the Metropolis, to the amazement of 
their fellow citizens^ accustomed to regard .them 
with reverence. We may form to- ourselves seme 
idait of the consternation, which sucb an event hap- 
pening in a town like Manchester, Glasgow, or 
Liverpool, would produce. < . If the influence or 
dignity of the highest ^tion did not protect from 
such violence, the obscurity of the most humblo' 
a&rded bo shelter. Not only the peasantry were 
forced ofi^ by thousands to the aripy, and witboiit 
any regular system or proportion; but privato 
persons armed with authority, would, under poetence 
of raising men, carry away as many as it pleased 
^m, and dispose of their persons in the neigh- 
bouring provinces, where men were saleable by law. 
One magistrate has, at a sweep, seized in this way 
some bundles. TfaeptibUc, in likfe nm»nec» l^ fre^ 
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asidembled at Wilna since the end of 1812, and gives, 
irom time to time; Lists of property confiscated ; other 
estates wrthont hamber have been sequestrated, and, 
no dottbt, such of their owners as could be found, 
sent to Siberia. Nothing but the well kaown 
solicitude of the present Emperor for the good of 
his subjects could prevent the same wholesale deaU' 
ingsin plunder, which we have been contemplating 
under his predecessors, from being repeated at the 
present time. His Imperial Majesty's truly pa- 
rental care for all classes of his people is, universally 
acknowledged. «He has the rare excellence too of' 
thinking fbr himself, and not seeing with the eyes of? 
his ministers. ' But, unhappily for the multitude of 
nations under his sway, he must act by the hands, 
of others ; and the best intentions, the wisest and 
most beneficent views^ are too likdy to be lost in 
the conduct of the agents, whom it is necessary to 
entrust with their fiilfiiolent. Nothing but a change 
of the system can mitigate the evils which necessarily 
result from it, and are not imputable to the rulers 
who have received it fi*om their ancestors. 

Now it is quite manifest, that all the misery 
which we have been Contemplating, can have pro^ 
duced, even directly, little or no gain to the govern* 
ment, while it deprived the country of the re^ 
sources which it would cther^ii^ have posiesjaaed. A 
few favcHirites wlBre enriched, or Isome litUe facility 
afforded t<i the treasury, at the exfienae of all the 
solid wealth which a' peac^ble intercoiirse with 
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It is of no importance, except as a matteif of cariosity, 
to inquire why the Poles are so vehemently attached 
to their country, so regardless of every thing Aat is 
iisnally call^ personal interest or advantage, when 
placeii in competition ^ith the object of their 
patriotic enthusiasm, the regaining an independent 
existence. Some may be disposed to think, that 
the treatment ibey have experienced not ui»- 
naturdily leads thdr wishes in this direction; while 
others, taking, I think, a more correct and dispas- 
sionate view, may infer that wmiewhat of their 
sufferings has arisen from their invincible iqarit, 
and may therefore look to their state of society for 
an explanation of that which is not a characteristic 
of higher stages of refinCToeent. But the fact is 
certain ; no one can have any doubt, that every 
Pole regards his present siibjection aS' HhA last of 
curses, and is, abow all human considerationil, anxi* 
OIK to shake himself loose fixan it. What has been 
the consequence? Let the master jrkdk of the 
French armies ever since the revolution teU*^-*ahd 
the campaigns which bound thie confederate powers 
in unequal league with Franco — and tile iuTanob 
which diook the empire of the Norths otierthroiiiring; 
its ancient capital-^and the unparallekti defeats 
,themsdves of Napoleon, unable to detiach the Bok 
from his standard^ because it still was unfiiriad aga]]hst 
his oppressors. . ; » 

How many thousands dF this devoted people hkte 
bled in the cause of French ambition in eti^y p^ 
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In the antagonists of those ivhom he thoc^^ 
his country's wwat enems^s^* this gallant chief 
could only see her friends. >> B|it surely itineedi; 
no argnmebt to proire^ tlmt the systen^ w^ich 
at any moment gives France the disposed ol an 
army of Poles, under leaders like Bwiatbifskiv 
is little calculated to secure 'the trail<|OilUty of those 
'ivho occupy Poland. » * 

The exact ^number of 'men drawn Jby the eneniy 
from this quarter, it is neither - very ^asy, .nor very 
material to ascertain. Since 1806, . wheii he first 
held <Nit hopes of^'reirtoring Poland, those mumf 
bers faat^ greatly inofeasod; and. in the cami^igu 
of 1812, tbey did not fall short of tOO,OOOw i The 
insecurity of the ten|ire< by 'whiohi the country is 
held, may be seen from the events^of ;the two Po^ 
lish campa^ps. Immedia^ly ^fiker the f^ttLe df 
Jena, the Prussian troops were> compelled to wiAlb^ 
draw from' Poland, as j^empitat^Iy as th^ Frendi 
have lately done^ from HoU^d. No oHortion «waii 
too great for the country during tfa^t /Winter, , nott 
withstanding the v^ imperfect degreiE) in whioh^itif 
wishes were met. Bonafiarte in flatteiiiig . thdm 
with the hopes. of jbd^pendan^^e, had imposied oq# 
very harsh condit^n» tfaajt . the Code iN^pf^leoh 
should be established.; £ven on 9uchterm3, .asif 
only anxious, for esdsten^e, and eardess of the;Hvi4 
of being they shoidd haye, they accept^ theo^n 
Let us recollect ti^^iti ISmperors and <I^ij>gs: haye i4 
like manner received their cro^wns, fettered hjf 
oonditions that almost enslav^ them :to their ,$9b^ 



III 



r I 



i 



49 

Pol^s, with the hope of real independanoei althotigh 
the alliance of France with Austria rendered it ex^ 
tremely difficult. The charm was again found all 
powerful ; the people flocked from every quarter to 
join the invading army, and expended their utmost 
means to supply it. I question if an equal amount of 
contribution was ever raised upon th^ same ex<« 
tent of a country merely agricultural ; and when we 
reflect that it had been exhausted by half a cen- 
tury of misfortune, the exertion seems scarcely 
credible. Beside the fixed war revenue of about 
five millions sterling, it furnished as much more 
in provisions and stores to the army on its pas- 
page, with a further sum of one million and a half 
in money. Such efforts, and the subsequent ex- 
haustion of the country in 1813, may have drained 
it . of wealth; — but- the people remain ; iron is 
their gold ; and if the Allies prefer the neigh- 
bourhood of an i;nconquerable and friendly natioUi^ 
to an uneasy rule over hostile subjects, they kave 
only to speak the word. Let but the sound be 
heard which can really awaken Polish independ- 
ance j— name to them the Constitution of the Third of 
May, and every plain will be alive with hoi^-^ 
every thicket of their forests gleam with spears. 
All that Napoleon could do by offers, insignifi- 
cant had they, been sincere^ will be forgotten ia 
the exertions which a substantial restoration would 
call fortb. So impregnable a bulwark never wa9 
raised against invasion^ as Russia would present 
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Ally as Polarid; but it will be their own fault 
if the whole weight of that great country is not 
thrown into theii* scale. , . *. - 

, 1 perceive a very obvious re-mark which may 
here be opposed to me* It will be said that the 
Poles are hot likely: soon to side actively with 
their present masters, or ' to forget their French 
connexibns. But • both. parts office observation 
proceed upon an imperfect view ^^fplhe. subject. 
The fact 4s, that the mutual hatted of the na- 
tions, has arisen entirely cmt of their >niutual in- 
juries. The natural tendency. of the Poles and 
Russians, especially, is to live well together; 
and iyherever they are settled in the same place 
without any power given to the one over the 
other J where for example, the peasants of the 
two nations mix, and the soldiery of the superior 
power does riot interfere* ; the ties which ought in 
the ordinary course of things to bind them, resume^ 
their proper force. Those ties are indeed powerful 
enough ; the two nations are of the same Slavonian 
origin ; they speak dialects of the same language ; 
and their customs are not very dissimilar. In 
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* Tiie extraordinary difference between Russian peasants and 
Russian soldiers is too nc^rioua to require observation. By 
Rusaaan, however, is to be understood the inhabitant of the 
really Russian governments, the Slavonians ; and not the Ger- 
mans, Swedes, Finns, Tartar^, &c. Now it is the Slavonian 
psiirt oj^the population that chiefly borders upon Poland. 
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to the tempter; but of this I am' morally cer^ 
tain^ that two things must concur to seduce them; 
— ^the Allies must continue to treat Folanii as a 
fund of compensations and indemnities in their 
negotiations^ ^hile each uses his own siiare as 
a theatre of spoil — and Buonaparte must in good 
earnest pledge himself to restore its existence as 
a nation. This he never yet has broadly done^ 
because he^ has always been hampered with his 
Alliances; yet we hare seen what mischiefs his 
partial offers, have in each campaign enabled 
him, with the aid of one division of the country, 
to bring upon, the possessors of the others. If 
die Allies were at once to make this sacrifice to 
justice and principle, no one who knows any thing 
of the Polish nation can doubt, that all such 
views are for ever closed on France, and the at-* 
tachment of this gallant ^ warm-hearted people, 
transferred for never to their preservers. 

Another observation may be anticipated from 
what I have just now remarked. It cannot be 
denied that the influence of Russia in the coiu^*" 
cils of Poland would be preponderating; she 
might not retain possession of it, as she now 
does/>with the exception of Eastern Gallicia; 
but for a long time at least, the restored king- 
dom, how indepeniiant soever, woul<l lean upon 
that powerful neighbour. Hence it may be 
said that Prussia and Austria would feel the 
effects of the change ; that in short, a consi- 
derable weight would be thrown into the scale 
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they lose their shares, and siie becomes impregnable 
on the side towards them ; she may, in all safety, give 
the Poles time for organizing their strength, (to use 
a modish phrase) and then pursue against her two 
neighbours her further plans with this powerful assist- 
ance. The Poles surely will not be the less devoted 
to her, or the less, ready instruments in executing 
those plans, because they owe the whole change to 
her bounty, and are informed, as the first manifesto 
will of course state, with a great isemblance of 
truth, that the war is .undertaken for their inde- 
pendence. • This seems quite decisive of the ques- 
tion, . In point of fact, the idea Jiisus never practically 
been lost sight of, I doubt if there be one politician 
at Vienna or Berlin, but especially the former 
who has not at one time or another of his life heard 
the threat '^ dmis ce cos la .on vous /era sauter la 
JPologneJ*^ I am sure, if he has not heard it as , 
a menace from without, he has often listened to it - 
as a possibility suggested by prudence. Has not 
the fact demonstrated the facility with which such 
a threat might be executed? France has suc- 
cessivly conquered the three parts of Poland ; two 
of them entirely, the third most materially by the 
aid of the power to which I am alluding-7-the offer 
of independence — and without employing any thing * 
like its full force. By a partial and constrained use 
of this mighty engine, she stript Prussia in 1806^ 
and Austria 1809. In 1812, she shook the empir^ 
of all the Russias, and had she waited lialf a year 
longer, and established Poland in the interval, it 
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would open an inlet for intrigues by which France 
might again pave the way to universal empire* 

But it is the part of practical wisdom, when that 
which is most desirable is unattainable, to be sa* 
tisfied wittr the lesser good which is within reach, 
and not to abandon all chanCe of improvement in 
despair. If, unhappily, there should exist a decided 
repugnance to make Poland independent, the baie^ 
fits will not be inconsiderable, either to Europe 
or- the Poles^ themselves, of some such arrangement 
as has just been hinted at. It should > even seem 
not impossible to reconcile the peculiar interests 
of the. three courts, with the universal wish of the 
Poles * to see their cocmtry revived as a separate 
staJbe* Next to complete independence, and, as far 
as the people are concerned, equal to it, would 
certainly be the establishment of an hereditary 
monarchy^ with the constitution of the Third of 
May somewhat modified, under some branch of the 
Imperial Families. The investment of the Em- 
peiN>r of Russia, with the dignity of king of Poland 
and the establishment of the same constitution as 
nearly as this circumstance would permit, is another 
scheme, which, though far short of independence, 
would combine many advantages. I have already 
discusfed almost every point which bears ^pon this 
plan, in the foregoing reflections. Under proper . 
regulations, it would leave the Poles infinitely im» 
proved in their condition, though undoubtedly it 
would be less favourable to the neighbouring states, 
For the interests of the peo{4e, indeed, any 
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chang'e would be most important, which should 
unite the separated provinces under any one 
government; and on the other hand the 
event which they have most to dread, is a new 
partition of what description soever. Beside the 
various evils already pointed out, which muart 
assuredly result from all such divisions, there is 
one so important as to merit a further attention. 
The changing of the frontiers produces the most 
serious evils to the neighbouring inhabitants. All 
who live on or near the borders, suffer extremely. 
Property is divided, and the proprietor exposed to 
incredible vexations. He cannot without a pass^ 
port obtained at a vast distance go from one 
farm to another. When He is permitted to travel, 
he undergoes detention, search, all the annoyances 
of the custom house. Much extortion is, of course, 
practised under colour of duty ; and the vicinity of a 
foreign state ' is the pretext of various oppressions 
upon the people, as well as the cause of many 
disorders amongst them. While courts are apt to 
fall out with each other, it is no trifling evil to - 
possess estates, as many of the great proprietors 
do, in two, or in all the three parts. They are 
pretty sure to suffer severely from one or other of 
their masters, let them hold what line oY con- 
duct they may. But perhaps there is nothing in 
the effects of such changes more vexatious than the 
severe necessity of serving against each other, 
which they impose upon- relatives and friends, and 
persons ^united by the ties of neighbourhood or de- 
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pendance; thus converting into a civil contest almost 
every war that breaks out. The changes of fipon- 
tier to which Poland has been subjected, are, I 
think, not sufficiently considered. First, the par- 
tition of 1772, drew four sets of lines in different 
directions. Immediately afterwards, Austria was 
dissatisfied, and mistaking the name of a river, took ^ 
in a small but convenient territory by a new line. 
Prussia said, (we have it under Frederick's hand) 
that if Austria made mistakes, so could other 
people, and he fo|lowed her example in the 
North. In 179^;. new lines were drawn by all 
the three powers; and in 1795 they completed 
their work by describing the last great bound* 
aries that have been drawn. But in 1806, the 
Prussians were driven out, which was equivalent 
to another change of boundary; and by the peace 
of Tilsit, the district of Bialystock was transferred 
from the new Dutchy to Russia. In 1809, Austrian 
Poland was cut in twain, and half given to the 
Dutchy; the district of Tarnopol was also handed 
over to Russia. Is it possible to reflect on the situa* 
tion of a country thus unceasingly cut in pieces, 
without feeling the deepest compassion for the 
vast amount of individual misery which all those 
violent operations must have occasioned ? 

«A most serious calamity resulting from them 
is the change of laws which they involve in al- 
most each case. The Russian parts of Poland 
have indeed preserved their ancient municipal 
laws: but Austria and Pnissia have introduced 
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a renewal of those afflicting operations in Poland; 
— ^that when' the rest of the "world, awakened to 
peace, shall be looking back on the last twenty years 
as a long and frightful dream, the happy change 
should only be to Poland the beginning of new 
troubles ; and the signal for the aiicient principal- 
ities and powers taking up the dismal tale of violence 
which they have been x^ompelling the children of 
revolution to lay down ? Grant that Poland deserves 
punishment, though I conceive this has been fully 
disproved — ^has she not been sufficiently tormented ? 
Or will those who hold seven years possession and a 
compulsory treaty as making unimpeachable title to 
the fruits of princely rapine, allow, when the people 
err, no atonement in half a. century of misery — ^no 
eipiatory virtue in patriotism sealed with blood ? 

I expect to hear some persons in this country de- 
clare their indifference to the fate of the Polish 
people, on the ground that they are a nation of 
slaves. This arises from an ignorance of the fact. 
Even before the formal liberation of the peasantry, 
by the Constitution of the Third of May, 1191, 
they were oniy in name the property of their lords. 
Manners, arid the evident interest of the prpprietoiv 
had in later times, reduced the actual . exercise of 
his authority to a very small matter, and in the vast 
majority of cases it was next to nothing. I have 
already remarked that the effects of any misfortunies 
happening to the proprietor, are most direct and 
sensible in* the lot of all his peasants, whose indi- 
vidual comforts puffier severely. Witli xesppet tp 
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political feeling, unquestionably, the other classes 
are most to be considered. The nobles of the highest 
order are few in number, and their estates very 
large, some of them having much above an l^]n- 
dred thousand peasants, that is, having estates 
on which so many inhabitants live. The next' 
s class comprehends all the other nobles having pro- 
perty in land, and includes the large body of what 
we should call the gentry or proprietors. The third 
class is still more numerous; they are nobles as to 
privileges, but they have no landed property, and 
are not restrained by any law or custom from en«- 
gaging in every species of employment, civil or 
military, from the highest to the lowest. To this 
may be added a number of merchants, artificers, 
and of peasants who hav€ acquired property ; so 
that independant of the cultivators, there is a very 
numerous body, constituted pretty much in point 
of practical effect, like the tipper and middle classes 
of society* in other countries. It would be a great 
mistake, however, to suppose that the feelings of 
national spirit do not at all reach to the common 
peasantry. The facts have on every occasion, but 
more especially of late years, shewn the reverse to 
be the case. It may be asserted, with safety, that 
though the whole nation is in an inferior state of im- 
provement, and the want of education is most sensibly 
felt among all classes, the materials of patriotism are 
not wantipg even in the' most humble stations. It 
is rather too late in the world to pretend that thia 
principle bears a very exact proportion to refine- 



63 

ment ; or indeed to the advantages enjoyed by the . 
people. Even the destitution of political rights^ 
which is more immediately connected with the love, 
of our country^ seems to affect it, less than could, 
prior to experience, have been imagined. Bat I 
return* to my purpose, which is not so much to state 
the case of the Poles, as to shew how their neigh- 
bours and Europe generally, are interested in their 
restoration. 

Russia perhaps more than any other country 
has suffered by their calamities, and would gain 
by putting an end to them. Indeed, when we 
reflect upon the history of Poland, there is . no- 
thing more unaccountable than the blindness of the 
Russian policy in relation to its affairs. That 
Prussia should have run the risk of coming in 
contact with so terrible a neighbour, for the sake 
of a peculiarly convenient accession of territory, 
seems nol^ very inconsistent with the ordinary 
4niscalculations of royal avidity; and Austria might 
look for security to her immense resources, if 
indeed she was seriously consulted in the transaction^ 
But to discover what interest Russia could have in 
giving up two-thirds of a country which she 
almost managed as she chose, and might have ren- 
dered her devotefd adherent, in order to ffain entire 
possession of the remainder, extent of territory being 
precisely what she the least wanted, seems so great 
a puzzle, that the dealers in secret history have not 
failed to offer different solutions after their manner. 
One, upon the authority of a Prussian Minister, in. 
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foiaitid iifl that Frederick and Maria Theresa first 
agreed to the partition and drew Catherine into it. 
Another cite« thtee Private Secretaries of Prince 
Henry, to prove that Catherine was the proposer of 
it, and that Austria was not originally a party. A third 

. gives the credit of the project to the Prince himself. 

" A fourth, ascribing it to his brother, dwells upon 
the repugnance of the Empress Queen. And a 
fifth, backed by two Austrian ministers and one 
French, states^^the accession of tJiat great Princess to 
have been almost compulsory, and, as it were, dic^ 
tated by the refusal of France to interfere. 

Have we not at length reached the day when all 
those difficulties are only the amusements of the 
curious — when the partiticm is really about to 
" become a matter of history"— when the enlight- 
ened and virtuous . successors of those mighty 
masters of the world, are resolved to shew that 
with far more power over the destinies- of th^ir 
species, they have the higher wisdom of seeking its 
good — ^the purer ambition of using victories more 
|;^rilliant than theirs to regain the empire lost by 
them in the aflections of mankind ? 

That the inclinations of the Allies will lead them 
to such glorious deeds, we have no right to doubt : 
But it becomes the people of England and her go^ 
vernment to manifest betimes a feeling for the best 
interests of the coalition. We axe surely not now 
to draw back from continental afiairs as if we lived 

~ in another hemisphere, and had borne no share in 
the contest about to close. We have many fair 
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bairns to interpose oht counsels, and it* is none of 
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yie^^ afraid of dpeniag on mouths for fear 
of betraying our civic origin — or only adven- 
turing a remark when the conversation turned upon 
scrip. Let us hope that tho»€^ days are over — that 
England is no longer afraid of ashamed to take her 
^ own place — and will not any^more be personated, 
abroad by a billrbroker. ,,/ 

The government of this country is now in the 
hands of men whom their best frieiidgJ are, in all 
probability, somewhat anxious about ; wishing, per- y^ 

adventure, that they had either more strength or less \ 
work to do. But if they represent its interests and 
principles as Englishmen ought upon this most im- 
portant occasion ; if they take an honest view of the 
only true grounds upon which the work so gloriously 
begun by the Jellies can be compleated ; as matters 
now stand they will in all likelihood act right and be 
successful. Those principle* begin and ^nd in 
Bestokatiok. The signature of a ^ret^ on this 
basis will indeed be a haj^py day ^ mankind, and 
a ptoud ojne for all who have contributed to its suc- 
.c^ss by, th^eir sacrift^^s, of what kind soever; For 
the first; tiqae in history weshalj see power attested ' ^^ 

by moderation — conquerors ;r^V"^ing in triumph 
to dominions reduced in extent^— and une^^ampled 
victories which cause no teai^ tixflow — ^but the teara 
vof gratitude from Poland* 






THE END* 
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